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No Excuses 


The other day, I was browsing 
through a list of recent Animal Libera- 
tion Front (ALF) actions when it struck 
me: every day, somewhere in the privi- 
leged First World, there is an ALF ac- 
tion. Every day, a passionate and 
committed individual places herself 
or himself at risk to rescue another 
living being from a life of suffering. 

The dedication, creativity and fire 
of our brothers and sisters in the 
animal liberation movement is to 
be lauded, but it poses an awk- 
ward question: Where is 
the corresponding fire 
among radical ecolo- 
gists? Why don't we 
hear of an Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELF) 
action every day? 

Maybe it's a lack 
of creativity. Maybe 
we think that an ELF 
action has to mean 
arson. But why not 
take a page from the 
ALF's recent raid on 
the University of Iowa 
and break into the office of 
Boise Cascade, find all of the 
company's files and soak them 
in paper-dissolving acid? The 
economic damage from such an 
action could easily surpass that of 
some fires. Why not infiltrate your 
local Earth-destroying government 
agency and use your access to slash 
the tires on all their cars — or better 
yet, smash their computers? 

Maybe it's just overblown fear. We 
tend to believe that our enemy's se- 
curity is invincible, but the ALF’s 
record gives the lie to that. How 
much security can your local eco- 
terrorist really afford? Can you say 
"soft target?" 


This is not to say that all of us should 
instantly abandon grassroots move- 
ment-building for a life underground. 
But it is a call to reconsider what's 
really keeping us from taking that next 
step, from upping the ante. Remem- 
ber, even the FBI admits that a careful 
underground activist almost never 
gets caught. 

So what's left? Does it come down to 
a lack of dedication? Are we really so 
much less moved 
by the pain of 
our dying 



Earth than by the pain of a tortured 
beagle? Do we think that even effective 
sabotage just isn't worth the risk? 

Just take a look around you. No 
matter where you live, you can see the 
Earth dying. And no matter where you 
live, you can connect with the awe- 
inspiring marvel that is life, the won- 
drous diversity that we are fighting 
this war to save. 

Of course it's worth the risk. 

Which leaves us with no excuses. 

— Luthien 


Errata On inside front cover of the Samhain/Yule 2004 issue, we 

aid g ave incorrect date for the ELF arson at Vail. It actually occurred in 

1 998, not 1 999. Thus, this past October 1 8 marked the sixth anniversary, not the fifth. 
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Resistance to Nanotech Grows 



Nanotechnology executives check out THONG'S postcards 

tossed postcards at conference attendees that depicted four 
painted THONG members and declared, "We're not guinea 
pigs: test it!" 

The performance brought calls of appreciation, giggles 
and animated conversation, and the conference-goers en- 
thusiastically snapped up the postcards. The show lasted 
about 30 seconds, then THONG made its escape. 

The activists left through the lobby and told the security 
guards that they were the entertainment. True enough. 


Plenty of room at this bottom! 
from attendees about the activities of nanotechnology 
companies. They then deployed rotten comfrey and fish- 
bait stinkbombs to make the museum an extremely un- 
pleasant place to be. It was reported that many people had 
left the hall an hour later. 

While the stinkbombs were being placed, the museum's 
intercom was seized, and an anti-nanotech statement 
was read and heard throughout the museum, drowning 
out the tradeshow proceedings. The message focused on 
the massive potential for social control and ecological 
damage that nanotech represents. Leaflets were also 
scattered about. 

Two of the activists at the tradeshow were detained by 
security and held until police arrived. The cops took the 
activists’ names and dates of birth, ran a warrant check and 
released them. 

Untested nanoparticles are already being used in prod- 
ucts that people consume daily, with unforeseen health 
and environmental risks. For example, DNA-damaging, 
nanoscale particles of titanium dioxide are used in many 
sunscreens. Nanoparticles coat pants to make them stain 
resistant. Bike parts are made with carbon nanotubes. 

Nanotechnology has been billed as the solution to world 
hunger and disease, but it is no more likely to produce 
these results than the biotech industry. Hopefully, these 
recent actions are a harbinger of massive resistance to this 
new threat to freedom and biodiversity. 


by Vic 

People around the world are taking notice of the fledg- 
ling nanotechnology industry's potential for atom-level 
control of virtually everything (see EF!f November-Decem- 
ber 2004). Nanotechnology is the manipulation of matter 
on the atomic and subatomic scale. This Fall, activists in 
Chicago, Illinois, and Leeds, England, gave nanotech ex- 
ecutives a direct-action wake-up call. 

Last year, Topless Humans Organized for Natural Ge- 
netics (THONG) showed the world that they'd rather run 
naked than eat biotech (see EF!f September-October 2003) . 
THONG took a similar approach at the NanoCommerce 
2004 Conference at Chicago's Hyatt Regency on October 
6. Nine members of THONG snuck in through the Hyatt's 
staff entrance during a cocktail party at about 6:45 p.m., 
dressed in business clothes on the outside and body paint 
and thongs underneath. 

They lined up in front of conference attendees and 
began to strip, revealing the colorful slogans painted on 
their bodies: "Small wonder, it's not tested," "It's a small 
world, be careful" and "Plenty of room at this bottom.” 
This last message was a reference to Richard Feynman's 
famous 1959 speech in which he considered the possibil- 
ity of the direct manipulation of atoms. The activists then 


But when the guards began to doubt them, the painted 
protesters threw down some postcards. The guards stooped 
down to pick them up, and THONG ran to the getaway 
van unscathed. 

On November 12, in Leeds, England, anti-nanotech 
activists took action against the Micro and Nano Technol- 
ogy (MNT) Tradeshow at the Royal Armouries Museum. 
First, they entered the gathering to collect information 
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Veur Shut 
fer'Braivw 

Please keep letters to 
300 words or less 


Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

The phrase, "get 'er done," 
which you used to title the 
editorial in the last issue, turns 
my stomach (see £F//Novem- 
ber-December 2004). To me it 
is obvious that the phrase is 
gendered, an abbreviation for 
"get her done." Is the Journal 
female? Is the Journal a female 
that you have to force, as your 
editorial title would imply? 

Since I've been hearing this 
phrase a lot lately, I decided to 
look it up on the Internet to see 
where it came from and what 
it's about. Here's what I found 
out: "Git-r-done" was coined 
by Larry the Cable Guy, a 
standup comedian whose tour 
was aired on Comedy Central. 
When I did a search, I realized 
that the phrase has pervaded 
everything — from sports teams 
to personal ads, from square 
dancing to fixing computers, 
and from world-record scuba 
diving to getting out the vote 
and the name of alcohol shots. 
One interesting point is that in 
all of these cases, Larry the 
Cable Guy's stereotypical "blue 
collar" spelling (which is prob- 
lematic in itself) of the phrase 
has been transformed by the 
public into the even more ob- 
viously gendered phrase "get 
'er done." 

On Larry's website, he re- 
futes that it is a "sexual 
phrase," but I think that he 
and the rest of the US are 
missing the point. No, it's 
not necessarily a phrase 
about sexual intercourse, but 
it is a gendered phrase. Given 
that our society is far from 
being non-sexist, I think that 


"progressive" publications 
like the Journal should be 
more than a little reluctant 
to promote it. 

According to Larry’s website, 
a New York school principal 
wanted to ban "git-r-done" 
because he was told it was a 
sexual phrase. Larry responded, 
"Gimme a break! Lick-her-tits 
would be sexual phrase! (not a 
bad phraze either) But those 
folks who are schooled on the 
phrase Git-r-done know that it 
stands for give a hundred per- 
cent, never give up, whatever 
ya do just Git-R-Done!... It 
stands for good ole American 
work ethics and always will.... 
Every branch of the armed ser- 
vices have e-mailed me pic- 
tures of 'Git-R-Done' on tanks 
and hum-vees, I'm sure these 
dudes ain't chargin' a hill yellin' 
Git-R-Done as if to say to the 
enemy let's go nail bikini mod- 
els! (Which ain't a bad thing!) 
They're kickin' ass and lettin' 
terrorists know America's 
gonna Git-R-Done on their 
ass!... Thanks to all the great 
American parents and students 
for rallying around Git-r-done 
and knowing what it means.... 
Thanks to the principle for 
thinkin' it was sexual even 
though it wasn't and makin' 
people say it even more than 
usual with a lot of fervor." 

— Salmon 

Hi, 

I just wanted to email and 
let you all know how truly 
extraordinary the information 
in the Journal is, and how well 
written! My name is Amy 
Stewart and I subscribe to Earth 


First! Journal (just sent in 
my renewal) and this one 
Samhain/Yule was so incred- 
ible to read I am speechless! 

I actually learned things I 
didn't already know — essen- 
tial things particularly about 
nanotechnology — mind 
blowing! Scary. I had my mom 
read this article as well. The 
websites in the Journal were so 
valuable for me because I've 
ordered some books and read 
more about nanotech. Also, 
the (great) artist Eric Drooker 
has a website, it's awesome! 
Thank you all so much for 
having the brains to research 
and even think about such 
topics as many in the Journal. 
I am a 4th grade teacher in Los 
Angeles, CA and believe it or 
not I try (cautiously) to incor- 
porate the destruction of the 
planet and the ties to corpora- 
tions within the prescribed 
curriculum (which can be 
mind numbing), and 1 do. 

Thank you so much, 

— Amy 

Dear SFB, 

Jeffrey St. Clair provides a 
compelling diatribe against 
what he labels the "Beltway 
Greens," as well as an insight- 
ful comparison of the differ- 
ences, or lack thereof, between 
George W. Bush and John 
Kerry (see EF![ November-De- 
cember2004). But Mr. St. Clair 
does not know exactly when 
to stop and thus some of his 
wide-sweeping statements and 
suggestions undermine, rather 
than support, his efforts to 
bring about change. 

Putting aside Mr. St. Clair's 
sophomoric and now moot 
suggestion that we engage in 


"an act of supreme resis- 
tance" by not voting on Elec- 
tion Day, I address Mr. St. 
Clair's disparagement of 
Beltway Greens for their di- 
minished commitment to 
wilderness areas and biologi- 
cal diversity in comparison 
to fifteen or twenty years ago. 
While wilderness areas are 
not given the prominence 
that they should and while 
we could certainly benefit 
from greater advocacy on be- 
half of endangered species, 
Mr. St. Clair takes issue with 
"environmental" lobbyists 
who display an apparent lack 
of zeal by diversifying their 
struggles and lobbying for 
other issues such as health 
care, abortion rights or trade 
policy. Here is where Mr. St. 
Clair loses my backing. 

Health care, abortion rights 
and trade policy may not be 
wilderness issues. But they are 
environmental issues. This is 
not a novel concept. Principle 
12 of the Rio Declaration calls 
upon countries to address en- 
vironmental degradation in 
developing trade policy. Prin- 
ciple 20 speaks to the vital role 
of women in environmental 
management. The reelection 
of George W. Bush means that 
the wealthiest individuals in 
this country will continue to 
get tax breaks while the poor- 
est individuals will be without 
health care. President Bush's 
second term in office will likely 
bring about further attempts 
to weaken, if not completely 
eradicate, a woman's right to 
choose. Another four years of 
George W. Bush translates into 
greater attempts to forge trade 
policy that is economically 
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and environmentally unsus- 
tainable— which furthers, 
rather than narrows, the di- 
vide between developed and 
developing countries. Sure, we 
need lawyers and lobbyists 
enraged about the future of 
our wilderness areas. But we 
also need advocates fighting 
for human health, abortion 
rights, and fair (not free) trade 
policy. In making this sugges- 
tion, I am not taking an an- 
thropocentric view of the 
world. Rather, I am recogniz- 
ing the interconnectedness of 
various policies and propos- 
als — 1 am recognizing that ev- 
erything which affects the 
environment is properly la- 
beled "environmental policy." 

Mr. St. Clair is right to be 
up-in-arms about the envi- 
ronment and about the ef- 
forts to protect it. But his 
position runs the risk of divi- 
siveness — of promoting one 
conception of environment 
over another. We simply can- 
not afford to do that during 
these dire times. 

Sincerely, 

— Avi Brisman 


Dear EF1, 

After this election, I hope 
the moderate Democrats and 
supporters will realize they 
need to reach out to their 
base, which is the left (or the 
far right, if you include anar- 
chy as the farthest right you 
can be), not the center. In 
addition, as a relatively cen- 
trist environmental organi- 
zation, we realize that 
without the more radical 
groups like EF! and others, 
we don't have a chance. 

Marginalizing the radical 
enviros gets the big moder- 
ate groups more funding 
from corporate America. I 
think we all realize that they 
are selling their souls by us- 
ing that strategy. The Michi- 
gan Nature Association 
refuses to demonize radical 
groups and will continue to 
support them. However, we 
will also continue to raise 
support among citizens who 
may or may not be truly radi- 
cal. We fill a niche in pro- 
tecting nature through 


"free-market" mechanisms, 
but we don't discount the 
amazing accomplishments of 
direct action. If Bush contin- 
ues his policies, direct action 
and radical means may be 
the only things left that will 
work. We need to stand to- 
gether to fight these ultra- 
conservative assholes, and 
not just with enviros. We 
need to stand with the other 
causes that share our 
worldview and support gay 
rights, people of color, 
women, animal welfare, and 
all the other things that are 
important in our world. 


Basically, I believe we can 
and should work together in 
different ways. Because of our 
nature, being people who 
value diversity of opinion, di- 
versity of culture, diversity of 
techniques, etc., we often find 
it hard to form a cohesive 
front. There will always be dif- 
ference among diverse people, 
but that needs to be our 
strength, not our weakness. 

The Michigan Nature Asso- 
ciation was founded in 1952 
and focuses on the preserva- 
tion of rare and endangered 
species through education, di- 
rect land preservation, and ac- 
tivism. Our founder, a 
neo-Luddite with anarchist 
tendencies, founded our or- 
ganization with a group of 
friends against the trend 
of the existing conserva- 
tion organizations at the 
time. As a woman, she 
was ridiculed by the 
mainstream groups. 
Nonetheless, she and 


the others persevered, and 
today, land protection 
through acquisition has be- 
come very mainstream, with 
land trusts and conservan- 
cies across the country be- 
ing some of the largest 
nonprofits in the world. We 
try to keep to our roots as 
much as possible, and we 
also try to remember that we 
were once the outsiders. 
Though we don't use the tac- 
tics that some groups do, we 
won't denounce them be- 
cause they are more radical 
than what we use. 

Sincerely, 

— Jeremy Emmi 

Dear Racism for Brains, 

Hey everybody who works 
for the Earth, Life and the 
Revolution: I am watching 
your back. It's part of my com- 
mitment to watch your backs. 

— The Bushm aster 

continued on page 43 
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by Faith Walker 

Deep in the marshes live some rather 
chic chicks. Adults (usually males) of 
many species flounce about with embel- 
lished bits — luscious plumes, fleshy 
spangles, ruffles and tas- 
sels and frippery in rain- 
bows of color — which &S| 
females find sexy and 
sometimes signal health 
or genetic quality. How- 
ever, in some bird spe- 
cies, particularly among 
the family Rallidae 
(rails, coots and gall- 
inules), it is the downy 
young who are adorned 
with ornaments. The 
pom-poms, brilliant bills and bouquets 
of sequined skin are unlikely to feature 
in mate choice, since these hobbling ba- 
bies are fresh out of the egg. Their beauty 
is ephemeral: In a few weeks, the daz- 
zling decor disappears. 





Chicks only sport ornaments during 
the early days of full-on parental care. 
Chirpy cherubs thrust their feathery frills 
toward a providing parent's tasty tidbit. 
The pretty bird gets the worm and has a 
greater chance of reaching adulthood. In 
some species, hunger level is reflected by 
skin ornament color, and parents distrib- 
ute food accordingly. 

The most elaborately decorated chicks 
hearken from species in which there's fierce 
competition for parental attentions — those 
with large clutch size and polygamous mat- 
ing systems. When fe- 
males woo a few beaus, 
their chicks have differ- 

ii!!L m m Pp^TUrA‘11 A ' 1 a 

ent fathers and are more 
competitive with one an- 
other, flaunting their 
fleeting flamboyance in 
tussles for tucker. Further, 
in this family, low relat- 
edness among chicks is 
encouraged by the ten- 
dency of females to dump 
their eggs in other females' nests. This fe- 
male tactic may have driven the Rallidae's 
glut of glamorous bambinos; that it oc- 
curred in this family is particularly remark- 
able, since many species (rails) are the most 
cryptic and unassuming amongst avifauna. 


I 

a 
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Protesting Plutonium 


on Both Sides of the Atlantic 



Greenpeace activists clash with police near Cherbourg, France 


Despite public concern about nuclear 
proliferation, on September 20, two 
commercial nuclear ships — the Pacific 
Teal and the Pacific Pintail — arrived at 
the Naval Weapons Station in Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, to load 300 
pounds of weapons-grade plutonium. 
Almost immediately, the shipment was 
en route to Cherbourg, France, where 
it would be taken to a reprocessing 
plant in the La Hague peninsula and 
finally driven 660 miles to a pluto- 
nium fuel fabrication facility in 
Cadarache. 

"How sensible is it to sail a ship 
carrying plutonium around the 
world?" asked Charleston resident 
Merrill Chapman. "In the event of an 
accident, plutonium could be dis- 
persed into the ocean, poisoning 
people and the marine environment 
on which we depend." 

Greenpeace International and the 
Charleston-based Citizens Against Plu- 
tonium expressed opposition to the 
nuclear shipment. Many in Charles- 
ton were angry not only about the 
shipment, but that the Department of 
Energy failed to produce an Environ- 
mental Impact Statement on it. 

By October 3, the ships were near the 
coast of France, where 
an international flo- 
tilla of French, English 
and Irish protest ves- 
sels awaited their ar- 
rival. Three protesters 
from the Atlantic 
Nuclear Free Flotilla 
were arrested, includ- 
ing one of France's 
most famous sailors, 

Eugene Riguidel. 

The protest was 
peaceful and nonvio- 
lent, but military 
personnel in fast, in- 
flatable boats con- 
verged on Riguidel's 
small yacht, cut 
down its sails, com- 
mandeered the ves- 
sel and towed it into the military base. 

After spending a night in jail, 
Riguidel said, "We have a military 


exclusion zone in Cherbourg against 
small yachts, while plutonium trans- 
ports are free to threaten the lives of 
everyone in their wake. It is the trade 
in nuclear bomb material that should 
be banned, not peaceful protest." 

Between the Cherbourg military 
port and the Areva reprocessing com- 
plex, Greenpeace activists bolted and 
secured a truck in the middle of the 
road on October 5. Ten activists 
locked themselves 
to the truck to stop 
the plutonium con- 
voy. Eventually, all 
of the activists were 
cut free by police 
and arrested. The 
truck, which had 
"Stop Plutonium" 
written across it, 
remained. 

Two days later, on 
a bridge above the 
road to Cadarache, 
Greenpeace activ- 
ists and members of 
the French Green 
Party continued to 
protest the ship- 
ment. Everywhere 
the convoy went, 
activists exposed the stark reality of 
plutonium transports in France. The 
shipment, which contained enough 


plutonium to make up to 20 atomic 
bombs the size of the one dropped on 
Nagasaki during World War II, 
reached the Cadarache nuclear facil- 
ity on October 8. 

After being processed at the 
Cadarache plant, the plutonium will 
be shipped back to the US to use in an 
electricity-generating reactor. 

"Greenpeace wants an immediate 
end to plutonium production and 
separation and believes current stocks, 
both civil and military, should be 
treated as nuclear waste, not shipped 
around the world as reactor fuel. Plu- 
tonium should be mixed with radio- 
active waste, solidified or vitrified, 
and stored. This approach would be 
cheaper, faster, safer and more se- 
cure," said Greenpeace International 
spokesperson Shaun Burnie. 

"Plutonium is bomb material 
whether it is in France, the US or 
North Korea, and its production and 
use must stop." 

Areva is currently storing more than 
70 tons of weapons-grade plutonium 
at its complex in La Hague, all of 
which will be transported to clients in 
Europe and Japan within the next 10- 
15 years. 

For more information, visit 
www.stop-plutonium.org; 
www.nuclearfreeflotilla.org; 
www.noplutonium.org. 



Banner hang near Cadarache, France 
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^Accident on the tRaiCs 

Anti-Nuclear Activist Dies in France 


TRANSLATION FROM GERMAN BY DIET SlMON 

On November 7, French anti-nuclear activist Sebastien 
Briat was killed when he was run over by a train carrying 
nuclear waste near the city of Nancy, France. The train was 
carrying 12 caskets of highly radioactive waste from the La 
Hague reprocessing plant in Valognes to the Gorleben 
storage facility in Dannenberg, Germany, where the waste 
runs a high risk of contaminating groundwater. 

Direct action on a massive scale has taken place during 
every transport to Gorleben since it became a storage 
facility in 1 995 . Huge marches, street theater, road and rail 
blockades, and even farmers using tractors to block the 
rails and break through police lines have been common. 
The response by the police is often brutal and expensive; 
this year's police operation cost almost $29 million. De- 
spite the overwhelming security presence, it would have 
been easy to derail or otherwise attack the transport, 
according to many of the activists 
who were there. 

The following is a statement that 
was released on November 13 by 
Briat's companions. 

Sebastien died on November 7, 
when he was struck by the loco- 
motive of the atomic waste train 
to Gorleben. A few weeks previ- 
ously, he had decided with some 
of us to take action to reveal the 
vulnerability of these transports. 

The fact that he is dead should 
not make anyone forget that this 
action was nonviolent, thought- 
through and voluntary. 

Even though this drama makes 
it appear that way, our action was not in the least irrespon- 
sible or an act of desperation. Our commitment results 
from the deepest conviction about the real and existing 
dangers that atomic power has represented for far too 
long. This action was prepared jointly and meticulously, 
with exact knowledge of the locality and taking into 
account an emergency stop. 

We had considered several times that the train might 
not be able to stop. Since we were in a long-drawn curve 
with limited visibility, it was clear to us that we might have 
to leave the rails very fast. Four of us were lying with our 
arms inside two pipes under the rails. No one was lying 
between the rails, and we were not chained in, so we had 
the possibility to pull our arms out of the pipe and get away 
quickly in an emergency. 

Unfortunately, the group that was supposed to get the 
train to brake 1,500 yards in front of us was unable to 
act. The helicopter that always flies ahead of the train 


was "refueling," so it did not signal the arrival of the 
train. And because Gendarmerie vehicles were driving 
next to the tracks at high speed, the "stopping group" 
could not wave down the locomotive. The transport 
could not receive warning from either the helicopter or 
our stoppers, so it approached us at more than 60 miles 
per hour. This combination of circumstances brought us 
into danger. Thus the persons lying by the rails had very 
little time to notice that the train was not reducing its 
speed. We had practiced getting away in seconds. 

Sebastien was struck as he was leaving the rails. His arm 
was not stuck in the pipe, as the investigations due to be 
carried out will prove. Everything happened so fast that we 
could not help him. 

We had hidden in the cold for 10 hours, about 30 yards 
from the rails on the edge of the forest. During that time, 
neither we nor our advance information posts (almost 10 
miles from the location of the action), nor the group that 

was to stop the train were discov- 
ered by security forces. Nor were 
we discovered when at five in the 
morning we laid the pipes under 
the rails. Clearly, the responsibil- 
ity of every participant has to be 
ascertained, including ours. Right 
now, we are going through the 
worst moments of our lives. 

Among the more well-known 
reasons for the action, we were 
primarily concerned with protect- 
ing our planet, which is being de- 
stroyed more and more year by 
year. But we were also concerned 
about the stifling of all question- 
ing of this monolithic state. We 
did not try to stop the train out of 
immaturity or lust for adventure, but because only in this 
way can this county's atomic policy become an everyday 
issue. Sebastien died in an accident; it was not his choice, 
nobody wanted it. He did not die after a visit to a disco, 
drunk at the wheel, but to make his conviction heard. 

And so his death will never be some random event for us. 
In a situation where we were so alone and so lost, we would 
never have imagined receiving so much support. We thank 
most of all our friends and parents, but also thousands of 
anonymous German and French people, who organized 
demonstrations and devotionals in his memory. The 
strength of the solidarity overwhelms and touches us. Most 
important to us is to cry over a brother and to support his 
family. "Bichon" was full of the joy of living and energy, 
not just an anti-nuclear activist. This text is neither a 
confession nor an accusation, we only want it to report the 
truth of these events. 

— SfeBASTIEN'S FEMALE AND MALE COMPANIONS 



We did not try to 
stop the train out 
of imnvcturity or 
hist for adventure. 
Sebastien died in 
an accident; it zvas 
not his choice, 
nohody wanted it. 
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La Coca Se 

Herbicide 
and 


by Lenny 


"I wish the Spaniards had never come here. Nothing they 
brought was good — only evil," our guide says. My family 
and I are visiting the pre-Inca tombs at Sillustani, more 
than 12,000 feet up in the Peruvian Andes. Although she 
says that almost no one in Peru has pure indigenous blood, 
our guide strongly identifies with her indigenous history 
and culture. "We still sacrifice the coca leaf to Pachamama — 
Mother Earth," she says. "We have preserved our tradi- 
tions." Local people still come to these ancient tombs, she 
tells us, to offer coca in honor of their ancestors. 

Two years later, the latest chapter in the battle over coca 
unfolds a few hundred miles north. A confrontation be- 
tween police and coca farmers (cocaleros) ends with three 
farmers dead, while the US and Peruvian governments spin 
deceptive tales of drugs and terrorism and the herbicide 
spraying continues. 

As a post on Pern Indymedia declares: "La coca no se 
vende — la coca se defiende. We don't sell coca — we defend it." 


Sacred Leaf or Cause of Narcoterrorism? 

What is so captivating about coca — that visually unas- 
suming yet politically potent leaf? The plant, indigenous 
to the cloud forests of the eastern Andes, has been culti- 
vated by humans for at least 2,500 years. It has only been 
used to make cocaine since 1859. Although the Incas 
attempted to restrict the use of this "divine leaf" to priests 
and royalty, coca has a long history of use by the common 
people. It is commonly chewed, brewed or used in spiritual 
ceremonies. It provides essential nutrients in a sparse 
habitat, and its mild stimulating effects fend off hunger, 
fatigue and altitude sickness. It can be used to treat diges- 
tive and respiratory ailments, and it has long been consid- 
ered sacred by the indigenous people of the region. Multiple 
studies by First World scientists have established that the 
unprocessed leaf is not addictive and that lifelong use 
produces no health problems. 

The Spaniards were the first to create a drug problem in 
Peru, when they discovered coca's fatigue-dispelling ef- 
fects and used it to work their indigenous slaves harder and 
longer in the mines, literally to death. In modern South 
America, widespread poverty and a prohibition economy 
have created a lucrative illegal cocaine business. This 
business has often been used to finance revolutionary 
groups, terrorist and otherwise, thus providing a pretext 
for US and local governments to launch military cam- 
paigns against dissenters under the guise of fighting drugs. 


"Long live coca, damn it!" A cocalero marches in Lima, Peru 


In the 1990s, under pressure from the US, Peru stepped 
up coca eradication programs like those used in Colombia, 
spraying herbicides over vast sections of farms and jungle, 
although it has shied away from adopting the US goal of 
zero coca production. 

You read that right — the US wants to kill every last coca 
plant in South America, bringing new meaning to the 
term herbicide. 


San Gaban Rising 

On October 18, more than 1,500 coca farmers demand- 
ing an end to the eradication of their crops descended on 
a hydroelectric generating facility in the town of San 
Gaban, blocking doors and roads and shutting off access to 
the turbine-turning canals. Later that day, cocaleros occu- 
pied a church in Cuzco with the same demand. Immedi- 
ately, Peru's drug czar, Nils Ericsson, accused the farmers of 
working for narcotraffickers. 

The situation is not so simple. Coca is not illegal in Peru — 
in fact, there is even a national coca agency that buys legal 
coca and resells it. It is also legal to maintain small plots for 
personal use. But Peru's two anti-drug agencies claimed to 
have found 7,400 acres of coca in the area around San Gaban 
and began to spray it with the aid of the US Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration. 

Additional cocaleros occupied the San Rafael tin mine 
without any arrests on October 19. But in San Gaban, where 
the blockade still held strong, police launched an assault, 
firing tear gas canisters directly at protesters. Three hundred 
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cops charged the scattering crowd, seizing blockade equip- 
ment and setting it on fire. Provoked, the protesters fought 
back and found themselves gaining the upper hand. As 
cocaleros swarmed the police station in an attempt to seize 
control, police opened fire, killing three farmers and wound- 
ing 10 others. One of the survivors was left with a broken jaw 
from a bullet through the head, which destroyed part of his 
right ear. Another took a bullet in the eye. 

Broken Promises: The Cocaleros Organize 

The murders at San Gaban were the culmination of a 
steadily building struggle between a corrupt government 
and a desperate populous. In 2002, when the US first 
threatened that any "free trade" deals were contingent 
upon coca eradication, large protests rocked Peru. After a 
sit-in by 7,000 cocaleros in the city of Ayacucho, President 
Alejandro Toledo agreed to ease up on the eradication 
efforts. Emboldened by their success, the coca farmers 
began to organize on a national level, modeling their 
Peruvian Confederation of Coca Growers (CONCPACCP) 
after a similar group in neighboring Bolivia. Bolivian 
cocaleros had been so successful that their leader, Evo 
Morales, a radical indigenous socialist, took second place 
in the 2002 presidential elections. 

The following year, as eradication continued undimin- 
ished, cocaleros again organized massive protests. The 
government responded by arresting CONCPACCP's leader, 
Nelson Palomino, for "apology of terrorism." Using a law 
from the era of ex-President Alberto Fujimori (now in 
exile), Toledo accused Palomino of supporting drug traf- 
fickers and Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels. The 
accusation was particularly ab- 


Toledo declared a state of 
emergency and sent in army 
reinforcements. The pro- 
testers abandoned the 
power-generating canals 
and withdrew to their 
road blockades. The 
mayor of the province, 
Adolfo Huamantica, 
expressed support for 
the farmers and con- 
demned police actions. 

By the end of the day, 
the farmers unblocked all 
roads and pulled out of 
the city, wrapping up their 
protest with a 250-person 
march to the nearby town of 
Chuani. On October 28, they 
released a statement denouncing 
forced eradication as "unconstitutional and illegal, in addi- 
tion to being unjust and inhumane." 

In a country where more than half of the population 
is indigenous and poor, farmers are asking why the 
government blames them and their sacred leaf for the 
drug addiction of rich North Americans. They ask why so 
much money goes to crop eradication instead of pursu- 
ing the drug mafia and the expensive laboratories. They 
want to know why their lives and culture are expendable 
in the war on drugs. 

Herbicide spraying kills everything — coca, food, wild- 
life and the cocaleros themselves. 


surd because during the height 
of Peru's civil war, Palomino ac- 
tually took up arms against 
Sendero Luminoso in defense of 
his community. 

Peruvians all across the coun- 
try were outraged at Palomino's 
arrest. After blockades and riots 
broke out in Ayacucho and more 
than 15,000 cocaleros marched to 
Lima, Toledo agreed to invest in 
alternative crops for Andean 
farmers and to compensate those 
who voluntarily reduced their 
coca crops. These promises were 
quickly broken, and the develop- 
ment money never manifested — 



Cocaleros drying their harvest 


Among traditional practitioners of 
Andean spirituality, attempts to exter- 
minate coca are seen as attempts to 
exterminate their indigenous identity. 

"Because coca is one of our major 
treasures, [the whites] have abused it," 
says Morales. "Because they haven't 
been able to control it, they've decided 
to destroy it. We must rise to the occa- 
sion. The time has come for the first 
nations to take the power into our own 
hands. The time has come to redeem 
our sacred plant. From now on, we will 
no longer tolerate foreign forces bring- 
ing harm to our plant. We will be its 
sovereign guardians." 

Three weeks after the bloodbath of 


not altogether surprising in a country where government 
officials have regularly stolen vast sums of cash and have 
made private deals selling weapons and drugs. 

In February 2004, cocaleros gathered in Lima to demand 
freedom for Palomino, investment in alternative crops and 
an end to coca eradication; in April, they blockaded high- 
ways to accent these demands. Still ignored, the farmers of 
San Gaban decided to step their resistance up a notch. 


San Gaban, 2,000 cocaleros threatened that they were ready 
to take over the National Police station in Mazuco. Deny- 
ing charges of narcoterrorism, cocalera leader Elsa Malpartida 
said, "We will continue on battle footing, not because we 
seek to kill but because the police are killing us." 

Or, as Morales says, "While the northern invader perse- 
cutes us, we... the first nations, must never forget the war 
cry that rises from the pain of the people: Causachun coca! 


Wanuchun yanquis! 

A Struggle for Survival "/ Viva la coca! Yankee go home!" 

While Ericsson defended police actions and again Lenny’s ancestors were growing coca 5 00 years before Jesus 
accused the San Gaban cocaleros of narcotrafficking, was bom. 
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Wings Over Arizona 

Chuk’shon Earth First! Takes on Sandhill Crane Hunters 


by Vic 

At the end of October every year, thousands of sandhill 
cranes come to the Sulphur Springs Valley in southeastern 
Arizona to roost for the Winter. They are attracted to the 
area by the combination of wetlands and farms that have 
replaced their native grasslands. But hunters are also drawn 
to the cornfields and marshes around Willcox, armed with 
bows and arrows, shotguns and permits issued by the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD). The hunters 
are intent on "bagging their limit" of sandhill cranes, but 
a group of activists from Chuk'shon Earth First! (CEF!) was 
also in the field this year with a distinctly different goal. 

AZGFD states that the sandhill crane hunt is a sport 
hunt, which means that the hunters are killing just for 
fun. The agency sold 311 permits this year for two cranes 
each: 11 for archery and 300 for guns. 

In the early morning hours of October 28, we headed 
out to the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Refuge near Elfrida, 
an area that we had discovered was a haven for roosting 
cranes. Our goals were to save the cranes from the 
hunters' aim and to document the hunt in order to 
expose its barbarity. 

We set up our basecamp on the north side of the refuge, 
where we watched the sun rise. At first light, we began to 
hear the cranes waking up — their ancient, distinctive call 
ringing through the dawn. Then all at once, huge flocks 
made their exodus in search of the day's food; a group 
flying east, then another, and still others flying north. We 
were never able to find the cranes who flew east, but we 
knew that to the north lay the community of Kansas 
Settlement, where many of the birds land during the day to 


eat grains and nuts in the cornfields and pecan groves that 
dominate the landscape. It's also where the hunters go. 

After most of the cranes had left the refuge, we followed 
them to Kansas Settlement, marked by a small store with 
two gas pumps and a bar that was never open. We spotted 
some decoys and a hunter's blind next to a sprinkler in a 
cornfield. We parked the car and stayed there for almost 
an hour, "glassing" the hunters (observing them with 
binoculars), and our presence caused several flocks to veer 
off course. 

The cranes have extraordinarily keen vision, and they're 
extremely shy of anything reflective. We realized that it 
would be easy to cause the birds not to land — or even 
come within shotgun range — by hiding camouflaged in 
the fields with a shiny object that the cranes, but not the 
hunters, could see. So we got permission to "hunt" on 
most of the land in Kansas Settlement and headed back 
to basecamp. 

It rained that night, and it was freezing cold (for Ari- 
zona) the next morning. We had set an alarm for four a.m., 
and we rushed to get ready. Were we wearing enough 
layers? Did everyone have enough water? Hadn't we 
meant to get headsets for the radios? We rode sleepily to 
our destination — dawn was at least an hour away when we 
arrived at the cornfield and parked our vehicles behind a 
large water tank. 

The corn in the field had been cut, and each stalk stood 
just over a foot high. We split up into two groups of two 
and built blinds from the corn stubble as close as pos- 
sible to the place we thought the hunters would set up. 
At first light, a flock of cranes approached the field we 
lay in, but they saw us and turned away. It was an 
encouraging sign. Shortly after that, the 



hunters arrived. They had abandoned their 
overly conspicuous blind and were hiding 
next to the huge tires of the sprinkler in- 
stead. Judging by their brand-new truck 
and expensive gear, these hunters appeared 
to be quite wealthy. They sure didn't need 
to kill cranes to fill up their freezers. 

Hours passed, and flock after flock of cranes 
was deterred from landing by our presence. 
At nine a.m., the hunters returned to their 
truck, but it wasn't over yet. They were glassing 
over the field, and they had spotted us. I 
think we had spooked them by hiding so 
close, undetected for hours. An unmarked 
SUV arrived shortly thereafter, and the hunt- 
ers conferred with it at length from a new 
vantage point, watching us. We later learned 
that the SUV belonged to a hunting guide. 

They drove off after that, and we met back 
up with the others and returned to the ref- 
uge. We wanted to ask the friendly AZGFD 
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Sandhill cranes on the wing near Willcox, Arizona 


ranch manager we had spoken with during 
our recon mission some questions, but a 
suspicious-looking Crown Victoria with 
blacked-out windows was parked at the bunk- 
house. We were on our way out when the 
ranch manager approached us on the road. 

He said, "The regional supervisor from Tuc- 
son is staying here," and we tensed up. Our 
fears were confirmed when he added, "Yeah, 

Gerry saw some [cranes] land in that field 
over there last night.” He was referring to 
Gerry Perry, who CEF! had locked horns 
with in the past (see EF!J May-June 2004). 

We quickly excused ourselves. 

Archery season was really just a warm-up 
for shotgun season. With archery, bow-hunt- 
ers rely on the birds to land close to them, but 
shotguns have a greater range, and hunters 
can shoot the cranes while they're in flight. 

One person from CEF! went into the field 
alone on the first day of gun season and caught two 
uniformed AZGFD officials attempting to break into her 
car with a slimjim. The lesson here: Never sab alone. Also, 
never trust AZGFD. 

We used the same strategy during gun season that we 
had before, except that we used a patrol vehicle to locate 
hunters while two teams lay in the field sabbing. Our 
patrol spotted one hunter as he left the field with his kill. 
We followed him to the check station, where we captured 
footage of the crane being measured and eviscerated to 
determine subspecies and sex. 

At least three distinct populations of sandhill crane 
winter in southeastern Arizona, and the Rocky Mountain 
population, made up mostly of the greater sandhill crane 
subspecies, is considered federally threatened. 

Armed with footage of these beautiful birds in flight, 
being shot and falling gracelessly from the air, as well as 
being measured and dissected, we went to the corporate 
news outlets with our story. One of the local television 
stations picked it up and aired a story that was 
very favorable to the cranes. CEF! also plans 
to produce a film to present to the thousands 
of avid birdwatchers who attend the annual 
Wings Over Willcox event in mid-January. 

We returned for the last days of shotgun 
season for a kind of final blitz. At this point, 

AZGFD knew exactly what we were up to, but 
they didn't bother us the first morning as we 
redirected the cranes to safer fields. 

The showdown came that evening when 
we checked in one last time at Whitewater 
Draw. We parked our vehicles on a public 
road, watched some hunters in the field to 
our right and listened for shots fired in the 
field to our left. The ranch manager pulled up 
at the exact moment the hunters to our left 
fired several shots, and a lifeless bird began its 
last spiraling landing as we watched through 
binoculars. There was an awkward moment 
as he got out of his truck to talk to us, all 
illusions dispensed with. He seemed like a 


decent guy, and he probably didn't relish harassing us, 
especially since we weren't breaking any laws. After he left, 
we cruised by the other hunters and videotaped them as 
they stared at us through their binoculars. They conferred 
with the ranch manager and a man in another truck for a 
long moment, then all three trucks drove away into the 
deepening evening. We felt victorious, despite having 
witnessed several deaths. 

We knew that we couldn't save every sandhill crane from 
the hunters. But we also knew that we had saved as many 
as we could. Through direct action and grassroots cam- 
paigning, CEF! ultimately hopes to remove Arizona as one 
of the 13 states that allow the hunting of sandhill cranes. 

In case you're curious, those states are: Alaska, Ari- 
zona, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Utah 
and Wyoming. 

For more info., contact CEF!, sabthebastards@hotmail.com. 

This was Vic's first hunt sab, and it won't be his last. 



hhhhhmhmmmmhhb 

A hunter registers his kill at the check station 
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Animal 
Liberation 
Front 

Raids University of Iowa 

Releases 401 Animals & Destroys Labs 



The following communique was received 
anonymously from the Animal Libera- 
tion Front (ALF). 

The ALF is claiming responsibility 
for the liberation of 401 animals from 
the University of Iowa (UI) in the early 
hours of November 14. All animals on 
the third floor of the UI psychology 
department— 88 mice and 313 rats — 
were removed, examined, treated by a 
sympathetic veterinarian and 
placed in loving homes. 

Additionally, two animal labs 
and three vivisectors' offices 
were entered, and all contents 
relating to animal research were 
destroyed. 

Specifically, these are: 

Fourth Floor, Spence Labs: Vivi- 
sector Ed Wasserman's lab en- 
tered. Dozens of computers and 
devices used in experiments 
on live pigeons were destroyed. 

Basement, Spence Labs: Lab of 
vivisector Mark Blumburg and 
others entered. Surgical equip- 
ment and small animal stereo- 
taxic devices, as well as "shock 
boxes" and other instruments 
of torture were destroyed. 

Fourth Floor, Seashore Hall: Primate 
researcher Joshua Rodefer's office en- 
tered. Computer disks, hard drives, 
paperwork and photos showing 
Rodefer's work (confining drug-ad- 
dicted primates in small glass boxes) 
removed. The remaining paperwork 
detailing his monstrous work addict- 
ing primates and rats to narcotics was 


soaked in acid, and the computer was 
destroyed. 

First Floor, Seashore Hall: Primate 
researcher Amy Poremba's office en- 
tered. Computers destroyed, docu- 
ments removed, and the remainder 
soaked in acid. 

This raid was carried out to halt the 
barbaric research of the UI psychology 
department's seven primary animal 


researchers: professors Amy Poremba, 
John Freeman, Mark Blumburg, Kim 
Johnson, Scott Robinson, Joshua 
Rodefer and Ed Wasserman. 

This was not thoughtless vandalism, 
but a methodical effort to cripple the 
UI psychology department's animal re- 
search . Only equipment in rooms where 
animals were confined and tortured 


was targeted. Only computers belong- 
ing to or used in the work of vivisectors 
were destroyed. Only documents of 
animal researchers were doused in acid. 
The acid was a deliberately chosen, 
paper-dissolving agent. 

Our goal is total abolition of all ani- 
mal exploitation, achieved in the short 
term by delivering the 401 animals 
from UI's chamber of hell — and in the 
extended term, by shutting 
down the labs through the 
erasing of research and equip- 
ment used in the barbaric prac- 
tice of vivisection. The entire 
raid was a careful and deliber- 
ate five-pronged assault on 
UI's animal research. 

Behind the laboratory 
doors, we found drug-ad- 
dicted rats, rats subjected to 
stress experiments involving 
loud noise, rats undergoing 
thirst experiments, unanes- 
thetized rats with protruding 
surgical staples and oozing 
wounds, and mice and rats 
affixed with grotesque head 
implants. Inside the labs of 
UI's psychology department, 
we found a bloody torture chamber 
showcasing the crudest whims of our 
Earth's sickest minds. Professors Free- 
man, Poremba, Rodefer, Johnson, 
Robinson, Blumburg and Wasserman 
are monsters. Tonight, 401 animals 
are spared their reach. 

Our deepest sadness is reserved for 
the animals on the fourth floor kept 
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from our arms, those we were unable to 
save, including hundreds of mice, rats, 
pigeons, guinea pigs and eight primates. 

No animals were released into the 
wild. All 401 were placed in comfort- 
able, loving homes. 

We acted as operatives not only of 
compassion, but good science. Ani- 
mal research is not only cruel but 
hazardous — as data derived from ani- 
mal models is not applicable to hu- 
mans and therefore dangerous. 

Our bypassing of UI's sophisticated, 
key card-access, four-walled security 
system (perimeter, elevator, corridor, 
animal room) should be interpreted as 
a two-fold message: 

•Our utter seriousness in achieving 
animal liberation. 

•If you torture animals, we will not 
be stopped from liberating them. 

On the ears of these monsters who 
know only profit and blood, who hide 
behind unjust laws, our breath has 
been wasted. Justice for the victims of 
vivisection will not be achieved by the 
blows of boycott or protest — but by our 
sledgehammers to laboratory doors. 

Let this message be clear to all who 
victimize the innocent: We're watch- 
ing. And by ax, drill or crowbar — we're 
coming through your door. 

Stop or be stopped. 

Communique Addendum 

The continuation of vivisection is 
maintained only insofar as it remains 
outside public sight and scrutiny. The 
ongoing research uncovered at UI's 
psychology department is of such a 
sadistic nature as to be inexcusable by 
all but the sickest'minds. UI code re- 
quires that all animals be kept behind 
the locked doors of windowless rooms, 
and most often on floors locked to the 
public. UI has tagged this raid as mere 
vandalism and denied an animal lib- 
eration motive, despite numerous slo- 
gans left painted at the site, to divert 
attention from its animal research. 
We confiscated paperwork from UI's 


seven primary researchers to give the 
public a glimpse into the sickness kept 
from their eyes. 

Professor Freeman: Drills holes into 
the skulls of rats and affixes head im- 
plants in neurology experiments in- 
volving "electrical brain stimulation." 
Rats removed from his lab were grossly 
disfigured by surgically implanted de- 
vices on the skull. 

All animals in his lab were rescued. 

Professor Johnson: Exposes rats to a 
series of "chronic stressors" including 
loud noise and strobe lights for the 
aim of "experimentally induced de- 
pression." Also performs experiments 
involving the withholding of water 
from rats. 

All animals in his lab were rescued. 

Professor Blumburg: Subjects infant 
rats to prolonged cold exposure. Fa- 
mously deranged mind on record as 
stating that the cries of animals in labs 
are an automatic response and convey 
no more emotion than a sneeze. 

All animals in his lab were rescued. 

Professor Poremba: Currently confines 
eight rhesus monkeys in the northeast 
corner of the psychology building's 
fourth floor, subjecting them to nu- 
merous stressors including reward/ 
punishment experiments. Places pri- 
mates in a "behavioral conditioning 
box," also known as a "shock box," 
where primates are subjected to shock 
experiments. Inside her office, we 
found pieces of primate brain encased 
in glass and blueprints to the building. 

Professor Rodefer: Addicts primates 
and rats to cocaine, methamphetamine 
and PCP in redundant drug experi- 
ments. His drug possession license, 
filed with the Drug Enforcement Ad- 
ministration, stipulates that the drugs 
be kept in a locked safe in the building's 
basement. However, two stashes of 
narcotics were found in his fourth 
floor office, including in the inside 
pocket of a jacket, suggesting that he is 
himself addicted to the drugs that he 
has for years forced on animals. 


5on£-s 

Does Hugs for Puppies = 
Terrorism? 

On October 28, 16 agents from 
the FBI's Joint Terrorism Task 
Force raided a residence in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. Authori- 
ties are investigating Nick 
Cooney, an animal rights activ- 
ist, and his alleged involvement 
in protests against Huntingdon 
Life Sciences. The warrant tar- 
geted Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty USA and another Phila- 
delphia-based animal rights or- 
ganization, Hugs for Puppies, of 
which Cooney is a member. 

Agents seized two computers, 
dozens of computer disks, cell 
phones, various fliers, books, 
spray paint and one sweatshirt. 

"I think that the agents with 
guns and dogs in a house for a 
group called Hugs for Puppies is 
pretty much overkill," said resi- 
dent Kate Zaidan. 

All Quiet on the Rocky 
Mountain Front 

On October 5, the federal gov- 
ernment announced that drilling 
permits for Montana's Rocky 
Mountain Front would be halted, 
pending an eligibility study for 
designation under the National His- 
toric Preservation Act. The Rocky 
Mountain Front is one of the last 
places where grizzlies and bighorn 
sheep come out of the mountains 
to wander the Great Plains. 

The Coalition to Protect the 
Rocky Mountain Front has worked 
to protect the area since 1913, by 
establishing the Sun River Game 
Preserve and several other state 
and private wildlife preserves (see 
EF!J July- August 2004). 

Following 49,000 public com- 
ments and a government study 
stating that the front has less than 
a week's worth of natural gas and 
20 minutes of oil for the US, the 
coalition thinks Congress should 
compensate leaseholders in ex- 
change for preserving the front. 
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of the Seals 


^ „ ... stopped taking, never stopped occu- 

by Captain Paul Watson pying , never 6 stopped destroying, 

On the beach in La Jolla, a small never stopped growing and spread- 
colony of seals is trying to survive in a ing, so selfishly covet a few hundred 
world that has been greatly dimin- feet of sand for recreation that an- 
ished for its kind. other species requires for survival? 

Along the entire coast of Califor- The seals choose their territory out of 

nia, humanity has encroached on necessity, and they have little territory 
habitat that from time immemorial to select from. We have developed 
has sustained a wondrous diversity of the wetlands, constructed marinas, 
life on land and in the sea. piers, ports and cities. Our outboard 

And now, in a motors and diesel 

state where the ships send a con- 

majestic grizzly 1 stant tremor of 

bear survives only noise through the 

asanimageonthe ' depths. Our fleets 

flag, a few shal- jlw of fishing vessels 

low politicians have sucked more 

and selfish citi- -- jl|| fi J w than 90 percent of 

zens wish to di- SHBflHaBlp-ig fv .1 JW ' l ‘ ’41 the coastal fishes 
minish diversity fl. 4 ; into cans and jars 

even more by tak- ••• or onto plates. 

ing away a beach The once-myriad 

that the seals have wealth of that 

was set aside for % We humans de- 
children and t tut , ■-■-J stroy, and then 

the seals are pre- r* ■ • V we conveniently 

venting children Viewing Casa Beach from the shore forget. We have 

from swimming forgotten that 

in the ocean. They say that the seals white beluga whales once swam free 
are polluting the beach with their drop- in Long Island Sound. We have forgot- 
pings and thus represent a health haz- ten that the great California condor 
ard to humans. once glided on the thermals over this 

Such reasons are arrogant and great state. We have forgotten so much 
hypocritical. as we have steadily adapted to dimin- 

How can a species that has befouled ishment. In the not-too-distant fu- 
the entire coast with chemically laced ture, will we also forget the seals of the 
sewage and a deadly witches 'brew of wild and the places that were their 
agricultural poisons presume to ac- homes? Will the seals exist only in 
cuse the seals of polluting the ocean places like Sea World and on the ster- 
with their organic, natural waste? If ile pages of children's books? 
the oceans are unsafe for children to It is the children who are most 
swim in, the fault is entirely our own thrilled at the sight of these seals 
and the seals are blameless. on the beaches. It is the children 

How can a species that has never who understand that what they see 


Marine biologists believe that 
for thousands of years, seals 
and other marine mammals 
have lived in the waters off the 
coast of modern-day California, 
hauling onto the beaches to molt 
and nurse their young. 

According to Friends of La 
folia Seals, Casa Beach, other- 
wise known as Children's Pool 
Beach, in La folia, California, is 
a "rich, natural setting with 
harbor seals on the beach, gray 
whales and dolphins offshore, 
brown pelicans on the rocks and 
cliff swallows darting about. A 
wide variety of shorebirds, 
ground squirrels on the bluffs, a 
wealth of invertebrate life in the 
tidepools and even an occasional 
young elephant seal make ap- 
pearances on the beach. " 

The Casa Beach harbor seal 
colony numbers approximately 
1 00-200 seals, and these seals 
spend their entire lives along the 
same stretch of coastline. 

Animal rights organizations 
filed a lawsuit against the City 
of San Diego on October 1 2, chal- 
lenging the City Council's Sep- 
tember 1 4 decision to dredge Casa 
Beach and remove a rope barrier 
and signs intended to protect the 
seal habitat from humans. Seal 
advocates contend that the vote 
to dredge the beach is destroying 
one of the few federally recog- 
nized seal rookeries on the Cali- 
fornia coast, while the federal 
government does nothing. 

Since the rope barrier was 
removed in mid-September, 
more people have used the cove 
for sun bathing, swimming 
and diving. 
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provides more recreation for their 
minds, hearts and souls than the 
fleeting physical recreation they can 
experience in their public or private 
pools, or in other areas of beach. 

What they see on the beach is real 
and three dimensional, and it is natu- 
ral history on 

dren can do more 
than look at dead 
images, they can 
smell and hear 
and observe life. ™ 

They can see a 
species that inti- 
mately links the ^ 
reality of land to 
the reality of the f- 
sea. They can 
glimpse the won- 
ders of diversity 
and understand 

the importance of ^ 

interdependence. - V y , 

I remember the 

seals on the beaches of my childhood, 
and those memories are more vivid, 
more exciting and more cherished than 
anything I ever learned in a book. 

So just what are the motivations of 
those few politicians and citizens 
who are intent on destroying seals' 


^ .Hr use? 

Harbor seal 


essential habitat and driving them 
into the sea, out of sight of the eyes 
of young people? 

Is it the concern for children that 
motivates them, or is their concern 
merely a mask to enable humans to 
continue to sterilize the world around 
us, to remove our 
links to nature 
L* v’"! and our ties to 

' -T other realities? 

t )r is it to appease 

***■' fluential voices 
"y of a few, to the 
detriment of the 
many? 

Unless we can 
learn to live in 
ecological har- 
mony with other 
species, we will 
become increas- 
! ingly alone in a 
crowded world. 

| The seals can 
p teach us all — chil- 
5 dren, adults and 

* , politicians alike — 

stretches on Casa Beach , , . 

that we need to 

share this planet with other species. 

The seals need their place, and they 
need our respect. 

Captain Paul Watson is the founder 
and president of the Sea Shepherd Con- 
servation Society and a national director 
of the Sierra Club. 


6on£-s 


Micro-Chips Ahoy! 

On October 14, the US Food 
and Drug Administration ap- 
proved a Radio-Frequency Identi- 
fication (RFID) chip that can be 
inserted below the skin and can 
carry an individual's medical 
records or other personal infor- 
mation. The RFID chips are about 
the size of a grain of rice and can 
easily be read by an external scan- 
ner (see EF!f November-Decem- 
ber 2004). 

Military bases, federal offices 
and nuclear plants have been 
mentioned as places that the chips 
could be used. Prisons in Ohio 
hope to attach chips to all 44,000 
inmates in the form of wristwatch- 
sized transmitters. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) has urged Virginia 
lawmakers not to insert chips in 
license plates, arguing that such a 
use would breach privacy. The 
ACLU adds that these devices would 
also allow authorities to "sweep up 
the identities of everyone at a po- 
litical meeting or protest." 

Jaguars Return to Arizona 

According to Defenders of Wild- 
life and the Sky Island Alliance, 
photographs taken last Summer 
confirm the existence of between 
one and three resident jaguars 
in the Tumacacori Flighlands of 
southern Arizona. 

"This is tremendous news, a 
page in conservation history,” 
said Scotty Johnson, a represen- 
tative of Defenders of Wildlife. 
" It heralds the return of the Ameri- 
can Jaguar.” 

One hundred years ago, jaguars 
roamed as far north as the Grand 
Canyon, but today they live pri- 
marily south of the US border. 

A decade had passed without 
confirmed evidence of jaguars in 
the US until 1996, when two males 
were photographed in southeast 
Arizona. Since then, six more 
photographs of the species have 
been documented. 


San Diego city employees have refused to respond to complaints about seal 
harassment, and there have been numerous incidents of swimmers and 
beachgoers getting too close to the seals and mistreating them. Four seals have 
been attacked, three with sharp instruments, and at least two of the injured 
seals have died. 

"If this continues to happen, the seals will completely disappear, " said 
David Cotter, the attorney who filed the lawsuit on behalf of San Diego Animal 
Advocates, the Institute for Animal Rights Law and the International Society 
for Animal Rights. 

City Councilman Scott Peters, the man who spearheaded the vote to restore 
full public access to Casa Beach, said he's disappointed by the strong reaction 
from environmentalists. "I wish this kind of effort and energy could be spent 
on climate change, over-harvesting offish, deforestation — the issues that are 
really affecting the environment , " Peters said. 

While the City of San Diego is in violation of the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act as a result of its decision to lower the rope barrier, the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society has announced that it will mount an international 
tourism boycott against San Diego — unless the council takes action to protect 
the seals. 

For more information, visit www.savethesandiegoseals.com; 
www.lajollaseals.com; www.seashepherd.org. 
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Back to the Grassroots 

National Demonstration Against HLS 


deeds. With 100 activists 
holding a string of 500 
From all comers of the country, dedi- empty dog collars all along 
cated activists traveled to take a stand Central Park West (symbol- 
against animal cruelty for the national izing the 500 animals killed 
demonstration against Huntingdon Life daily at HLS), no one in 
Sciences (HLS). The weekend of October Baker's community could 
23-25 exhibited an evolutionary ap- have missed the homage to 
proach to this cmsade against vivisec- those murdered or the 
tion, as it saw none of the usual riots in stinging vitriol aimed right 
the streets, pepper-spray in the face or at HLS's CEO. 
glass-shattered floors— but rather good, The next day, 150 acti v- 

old-fashioned organizing that focused ists crowded into an audi- 
press attention on the animals while torium in Princeton, New 
inspirationally medicating the hearts Jersey, for the Dialogue on 


by SHAC USA 


>HACAne; ■caf'et 


and minds of those committed few. Dissent. The crowd heard 


The readily apparent theme that per- 
meated each day and each action was a 
celebration of the devastating success 
that the Stop Huntingdon Animal Cru- 


first from Kevin Jonas, known as the 
vocal front for SHAC USA, as he told 
personal stories of repression and what 
keeps his perspective in check. With 


financially rewards those without a 
conscience. 

David Hilliard provided a much- 
needed historical look back at '60s 


elty (SHAC) campaign has already seen, great clarity, Jonas contextualized the activism and unconscionable state re- 


Ninety percent of the lab’s worth is 
gone; it has been saved twice from clo- 
sure only by the grace of the UK govern- 
ment; and one of its four labs has shut 
down. The demonstrations illustrated 
activists' renewed vigor to drive that last 
nail in HLS's corporate coffin. 

When the clouds parted early on 
October 23, the sun shone down on a 
human mass of compassion and inge- 
nuity. Nearly 200 activists converged 
in the park across from HLS's labora- 
tory in East Millstone, New Jersey, and 
formed a "human chain" image of a 
beagle and the words: "Stop HLS! " The 
image could only have been achieved 
through mass participation, much like 
that of the SHAC campaign in general. 

Following the photograph, every- 
one got their chance to see the "Gates 
of Hell" at HLS. Just one glimpse of 
this compound of cruelty serves as a 
bitter pill, reinforcing our indigna- 
tion. Groups of 50 made their pilgrim- 
age in the face of hundreds of heavily 
armed police officers to see the build- 
ings where the animals that have filled 
so many hearts and so many night- 
mares are tortured. 

Then the newly formed Win Animal 
Rights (WAR) set its sights on Andrew 
Baker, chief executive officer (CEO) of 
HLS, and introduced all of New York 


current attack on the animal rights 
movement (including the Animal En- 
terprise Terrorism charges against him- 
self and six other SHAC USA activists), 



Two hundred activists form a message 


for Huntingdon Life Sciences 


dissected the appropriate response we 
should take and with touching sincer- 
ity shared what keeps him personally 
motivated and driven (see EFIJ July- 
August 2004). 

Dr. Jerry Vlasak brought the audi- 
ence through his personal journey 
from an animal researcher (who killed 
many dogs in pointless medical pur- 
suits) to his current position as trauma 
surgeon and champion of animal 
rights. Vlasak expounded on the myths 
of animal research and the vicious 


pression. As the "chief of staff" of the 
Black Panther Party in the '60s and 
'70s, Hilliard offered an unmatched 
inside look at the politics of radical 
activism and the devastating effects of 
FBI harassment. He gave words of ad- 
vice, from hard lessons learned, on 
what the animal rights movement can 
do to confront and conquer similar 
disruptive assaults today. 

The seminar ended with Captain Paul 
Watson sharing his "war stories" of 
high-seas activism as the 30-year head 
of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Soci- 
ety. The ramming and sinking of nu- 
merous whaling vessels, disrupting the 
Canadian seal hunt and menacing of 
marine poachers has earned him his 
share of time behind bars. 

The crowd at the SHAC 7 support 
rally on October 25, chanted, screamed 
and broke the silence surrounding the 
case. The demonstration proved that 
"we," as the animal rights movement, 
will not let such an assault go without 
a response. It also served as the perfect 
ending to the weekend, showing that 
energetically and proudly, we under- 
stand what is at stake and what the 
risks are — and we will still march 
bravely forward to close down HLS! 

For more information, contact SHAC 
USA, POB 22398, Philadelphia, PA 


City's posh Upper West Side to his dirty cycle that is vivisection, and how it 19110; www.insidehls.com. 
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by Jessica Coven 

Since 2001, Greenpeace has been run- 
ning a campaign against ExxonMobil. 
Exxon has been targeted as a result of 
its role in persuading President Bush to 
withdraw the US from the Kyoto Proto- 
col and for its continued denial of the 
science behind global warming. 

The day before ExxonMobil's annual 
shareholder meeting in May 2003, we 
decided that it was time to take our 
campaign demands directly to Exxon's 
decision-makers in Irving, Texas. The 
Greenpeace "Global Warming Crimes 
Unit" declared the ExxonMobil head- 
quarters a "global warming crime scene" 
and shut it down. Dressed as tigers, we 
blockaded Exxon's gates, climbed to its 
roof and splashed through its corpo- 
rate pond. At the same time, another 
group of people dressed in business 
suits went into the building to serve 
charge sheets to Exxon executives, ac- 
cusing them of fraud and of sabotaging 
the solutions to global climate change. 

Needless to say, ExxonMobil was 
not happy. Exxon prides itself on the 
fortress-like quality of its building, 
and we had literally pranced right in. 
In the end, 36 people were arrested 
and charged with multiple offenses, 
including a felony riot charge. 
ExxonMobil also sued the 36 indi- 
viduals, Greenpeace USA, Greenpeace 
International (based in Amsterdam) 
and 50 "John and Jane Does" in a 
civil lawsuit. The company was also 


granted a temporary, nationwide in- 
junction against all of us. 

From the beginning, we engaged in 
discussions with Exxon's attorneys to 
see if we could come to an out-of-court 
agreement. Exxon kept trying to get us 
to agree to expand the injunction past 
the boundaries of the US, making it 
global and permanent. However, we 
were adamant that we would only agree 



blockaded, May 2003 

to an injunction for a maximum of 
seven years and only within the US — in 
return for Exxon working with the state 
to dismiss all criminal charges. As nego- 
tiations progressed, we worked through- 
out the State of Texas (where many of 
the defendants live), rallying support 
from a variety of nonprofit organiza- 
tions, individuals and state legislators. 
Eventually, Exxon must have figured it 


wasn't worth going after us anymore 
and agreed to our terms. 

Here's exactly what we're prevented 
from doing under this settlement: For 
a period of seven years, no employees 
of Greenpeace USA or Greenpeace In- 
ternational or the individual defen- 
dants can do anything illegal on 
ExxonMobil property or in meetings 
featuring ExxonMobil employees or 
directors. We can still protest; we can 
still birddog; we can still use a variety 
of other campaign tactics. And, of 
course, just because we can't organize 
illegal actions against ExxonMobil 
right now, doesn't mean you can't. 

We're already letting Exxon know 
that pursuing outrageous legal charges 
won't shut us up. This year, the day 
before Exxon's annual shareholder 
meeting, we took a giant slide projector 
to Dallas, Texas, and went to the build- 
ing where the meeting was going to be 
held. We projected 100-foot-tall images 
of the impacts from global warming — 
drought, floods, storms, etc. — onto the 
building with the text: "Global Warm- 
ing Fueled by ExxonMobil." 

We have also launched a new website, 
www.ExxonSecrets.org, which details 
the funding Exxon gives to Washing- 
ton-based front groups and "scientists" 
who claim that global warming isn't 
happening. Next time you read an ar- 
ticle written by a global warming skep- 
tic, go to our website and see how 
much money they get from Exxon! 

I've worked on this campaign against 
Exxon for two years, and I can hon- 
estly say that this settlement wasn’t 
easy. But in the end, it is better to 
spend our resources fighting Exxon 
on global climate change, rather than 
in the courtroom. And since Exxon 
worked so hard to get Greenpeace to 
stay away, we're asking everyone to 
contact to Exxon's CEO Lee Raymond 
and let him know that you'll stay away 
too. Tell Exxon you won't go near its 
pumps until it stops spreading lies 
about global warming. 

Contact ExxonMobil, Global Com- 
munity Relations, 5959 Las Colinas 
Blvd, Irving, TX 75039; (972) 444-1106. 

Jessica Coven works on Greenpeace 
USA's Clean Energy Now! campaign. 



Greenpeace activists under arrest at Exxon's headquarters in May 2003 
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A Polar Snapshot of Our Future 


by Lenny 

Polar bears in the area around Hudson Bay, Canada, weigh 
an average of 55 pounds less than they did 30 years ago, and 
the species may well be extinct by the end of the century. This 
is only one of the warnings stemming from a series of recent 
studies, which chronicle how the effects of global climate 
change are already hitting hard at the Earth's poles. These 
studies offer a glimpse into 
the future of our planet, as the 
temperatures continue to rise. 

On November 8, a team of 
nearly 300 scientists from 
eight countries and six indig- 
enous organizations released 
what the Christian Science 
Monitor has called "one of the 
most urgent climate warn- 
ings to date" — the Arctic Cli- 
mate Impact Assessment, 
documenting a four-year 
study of climate change in 
the far north. 

"The Arctic is experienc- 
ing some of the most rapid 
and severe climate change 
on Earth," said Robert Corell, 
a scientist with the Ameri- 
can Meteorological Society 
and chair of the assessment. 

In fact, the assessment dis- 
covered that the Arctic is 
warming at a rate up to 10 
times faster than the plan- 
etary average. As a result, av- 
erage Winter temperatures in the region between western 
Canada and eastern Russia have gone up between five and 
seven degrees Fahrenheit in the past 50 years, and a further 
rise of up to 13 degrees can be expected in the next century. 

The effects of this warming are many and far-reaching. 
Most obvious is the disappearance of Arctic ice floes 
during Summer. While the sea ice in the Arctic normally 
thins and melts in the warmer months, in the past 50 
years the melting season has grown longer and the amount 
of ice melting has increased. Since the 1970s, the average 
thickness of the sea ice has decreased by three feet, and 
satellite measurements have recorded a steady decrease in 
the ice's surface area — four percent per decade. The assess- 
ment concluded that by 2100, at least half of the Arctic's 
Summer ice will have disappeared. In the worst-case 
scenario, the Summer ice will vanish completely by 2040. 
Whatever the level of melting, the report said, "This is 
very likely to have devastating consequences for some 


Arctic animal species, such as ice-living seals, walruses 
and Arctic char," and the species that depend on them, 
such as polar bears and humans. 

Twenty-two thousand polar bears in the Arctic Circle 
spend Spring and early Summer on the ice floes, hunting 
seals and building up their fat reserves for Winter. With less 
sea ice and with the annual melt coming earlier, the bears 
must swim farther and expend more energy to get between 

ice floes, and they may be 
forced to cut their hunting 
season short. If this trend 
continues, polar bears are 
expected to be too thin to 
breed within 10 years. 

The indigenous people of 
the Arctic may be in no less 
danger, the assessment con- 
cluded. "Our homes are 
threatened by storms and 
melting permafrost; our live- 
lihoods are threatened by 
changes to the plants and 
animals we harvest. Even our 
lives are threatened, as tra- 
ditional travel routes be- 
come more dangerous, " said 
Chief Gary Harrison of the 
Arctic Athabaskan Council. 

Yet the effects of the melt- 
ing ice ripple far beyond the 
Arctic circle. According to 
Peter Wadhams, an Arctic 
sea ice specialist at Oban's 
Dunstaffage Marine Labora- 
tory, "The ice-covered seas 
represent the cold end of the enormous heat engine that 
enables the Earth to have temperatures suitable for human 
life over most of its surface." He and other climatologists 
worry that warming poles and melting ice will disrupt the 
ocean's major currents, possibly leading to new ice ages in 
certain northern regions such as England. And while the 
melting of floating sea ice does not raise ocean levels, the 
melting of continental glaciers does. The Arctic Climate 
Impact Assessment found that Greenland's glaciers have 
already begun to melt and that before 2100, temperatures 
may rise high enough to trigger a permanent meltdown. 

On the other side of the world, two Antarctic studies 
released in September revealed that the recent breakup of 
major ice shelves has removed the "brakes" on glacier flow, 
causing nearby glaciers to melt more rapidly into the ocean. 
The studies, conducted using satellites, suggest that global 
warming can lead to abruptly accelerating polar melting. 
After the breakup of the Larsen B ice shelf in 2002 removed 



If these warming trends 
continue, polar bears are 
expected to be too thin to 
breed in 10 years. 
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the barrier between glaciers and the sea, glacier elevations 
dropped by as much as 124 feet in six months. While the 
glaciers in the Larsen area are too small to significantly raise 
sea level, the same process will likely repeat as warming 
affects the large-glacier areas further south. 

Satellite images from the Arctic make it almost certain 
that these warming and melting trends are real, according 
to Mark Serreze of the University of Colorado-Boulder. 
Warming in the Arctic, he said, is proceeding eight times 
faster than at any time in the past 100 years. 

These trends are only likely to accelerate, even without 
increased greenhouse gas emissions. Because ice reflects sun- 
light back into space, polar melting will allow more solar 
radiation to reach the Earth's surface, thus speeding warming 
processes. As the Earth warms further, the methane gas 
trapped beneath the melting northern permafrost will escape 
into the atmosphere. This gas, which is even more efficient at 
trapping heat than carbon dioxide, will almost certainly lead 
to even more severe runaway planetary warming. 

While US politicians deny the reality of global warming 
and environmental groups demand the implementation 
of the toothless, crippled Kyoto Protocol, radical environ- 
mentalists are faced with a serious challenge. How do we 



The Columbia Glacier in Alaska is retreating half a mile per year 


confront — and yes, halt — global climate change before all 
of the planet's systems are damaged beyond restoration? 
If ever there was a time to stop chasing the phantom of 
reform and pursue revolution, this is it. 

If Lenny hears another word about the Kyoto Protocol, he's 
going to hit someone. 



Toxics Circles 


Global warming is not the only byproducts of paper or other indus- their unpredictable effects on the 
force pushing polar bears toward in- trial manufacturing, in drain cleaners body until the fat is removed — by 
fertility and extinction — toxic, hor- and even in invisible teachings from being burned for energy, dumping 
mone-mimicking chemicals are plastics. As with all waste products of the toxin into the blood; by being 
building up in their bodies, teaming industrial society, these chemicals turned into breast milk, dumping 
with climate change to provide a one- eventually end up in the ocean, al- the toxin into the offspring; or by 
two punch that may mean the end of though they may first spread through being eaten , transferring the toxin to 
the species. In fact, the Arctic circle is the air and rain to all corners of the the predator, 
home to some of the most Seals are near the top of 

poisoned human and animal g the aquatic food chain, eat- 

populations in the world, in ^ ing predatory fish and stor- 

spite of its great distance from ing energy in massive 

human population centers. jppiiffi ,,T ~ — - blubber reserves. When these 

In the past decade, scien- ■ ' ' . t f -T' ~ -*»i seals are eaten by polar bears 

tists have discovered that and indigenous Arctic 

many of the chemicals and ~ __ | peoples, their predators un- 
used in industrial societies I load. In the 1990s, scientists 

are not just poisonous or car- searching for populations 

cinogenic, they disrupt hor- ^ ^ uncontaminated by endo- 

monal (endocrine) systems **1 crine disruptors accidentally 

as well. These endocrine anmhipHnpnthpmnupni. 

disruptors mimic hormones ; hibkm soned populations in the 

in the body, leading to a Toxic chemicals accumulate in the bodies of polar bears WO rld— the indigenous 

multitude of developmental and re- world. In the ocean, endocrine people of the Arctic Circle, many of 
productive problems — from defor- disruptors and other persistent organic whom had never used an industrial 
mation to mental retardation to pollutants are absorbed into the chemical in their lives, 
falling sperm counts and sterility, aquatic food chain. For more information on endo- 

They are especially dangerous to im- Most of these chemicals are fat crine disruptors, read Our Stolen Fu- 
mature or reproducing animals. soluble, and thus they concentrate in ture by Theo Colburn, Dianne 
Endocrine-disrupting chemicals the fat cells of the animals that con- Dumanoski andjohn Peterson Myers, 
are produced as pesticides, as sume them. There they stay, wreaking orvisitwww.ourstolenfuture.org. 
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Chemical Cocktail Mixes with Politicians’ Blood 


Blood tests carried out on environmental ministers from 13 Euro- 
pean Union nations revealed a cocktail of toxic chemicals, including 
DDT residue, according to a study released by the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) on October 19. WWF found 55 different traces of chemical 
pollutants in the blood samples — from sources such as sofas, pizza 
boxes, fragrances, non-stick pans and cleaning products. 

WWF collected the blood samples during an international health 
conference in June and has used blood testing to shine a spotlight 
on the need for tougher regulations on the use of toxic chemicals. 
The tests were conducted on ministers from Britain, Cyprus, the 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Hungary, Italy, 
Lithuania, Slovakia, Spain and Sweden. 

Each of the ministers bore traces of pesticides, flame retardants, 




1 


. p e r f 1 o u r i n a t e d 
chemicals and poly- 
] chlorinated biphe- 
nyls, a category of 
chemicals banned in 
Europe during the 
1970s. The highest con- 
B ¥ centration of chemicals 

B7 found in the tests were phtha- 
W late additive, used to soften plas- 
tic toys and found in body care 
ft products, and DDT. 
n According to WWF, "The chemi- 
cals found in the ministers' blood 
also contaminate polar bears, dolphins, 
birds of prey and many other species 
even in the most remote environments." 



Banana Pickers Sue 

Corporate Giants 

In October, thousands of Costa Rican ba- 
nana pickers filed a lawsuit in Los Angeles, 
California, against two chemical companies 
and three US produce companies — Dole Food, 
Chiquita Brands, Fresh Del Monte, Dow 
Chemical and Shell Chemical. The workers' 
lawsuit contends that exposure to a toxic 
pesticide caused a range of health disorders. 

The companies are accused of spraying 
dibromochloropropane (DBCP), a soil fumi- 
gant sold under the brand names Nemagon 
and Fumazone, on bananas in Central 
America after the chemical was banned in 
the US in the 1970s. Studies have revealed 
that the pesticide is linked to sterility, birth 
defects, liver damage and cancer when in- 
haled or absorbed through the skin. 

"There is no debate about the hazards of 
DBCP, especially the fact that it can make 
males sterile. The chemical manufacturers 
knew in the 1960s that it would have this 
effect and speculated that DBCP could be a 
male contraceptive," said Erica Rosenthal of 
the public-interest law firm Earthjustice. 

Although Dow and Shell stopped making 
DBCP in the late 1970s, the companies con- 
tinued to sell it to Costa Rica "in conscious 
disregard of the health and safety" of work- 
ers, the lawsuit said. 



Costa Ricans Say "No" to Shark Finning 

Thousands of Costa Ricans took to the streets of San 
Jose on October 1 6 to protest the illegal landing of shark 
finning vessels at private docks. Protesters gathered at 
Culture Plaza with banners and signs, while school 
children performed music and dances focused on end- 
ing shark finning. After the rally, the assembly marched 
to the customs headquarters. 

The protest was prompted by outrage at the recent 
discovery that Costa Rican politicians had accepted large 
bribes from Taiwanese shark-finning corporations. 

It is illegal to land shark-finning vessels in Costa Rica, 
but lax enforcement of laws at private docks allow 
Taiwanese boats to land hundreds of tons of shark fins 
every year. 

Free Hannes! 

A group of activists calling itself "Free Hannes" did 
just that when it liberated a young seal from Pieterburen 
Seal Asylum in the Netherlands on October 22. The 
male seal had escaped from a German zoo in late 


August, and he tasted freedom for about a week before 
being recaptured by the asylum on September 3. The 
asylum wanted to release Hannes into Dutch coastal 
waters rather than returning him to the zoo, and, a 
custody battle ensued. 

Free Hannes claimed responsibility for the liberation 
in a phone call to the asylum from a German payphone 
a few days after the seal's release. It claimed to have set 
him free "by daylight, into open salt water," an apparent 
reference to the North Sea. 

2,500 Mink Freed in Italy 

On November 12, Italian activists released 2,500 of 
8,000 mink from a fur farm at Villa del Conte. According 
to the communique, the farmer was awakened by the 
barking of his dogs, only to discover thousands of mink 
running away from the sheds. 

Graffiti reading, "From the cages to freedom — Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF)," was left on the site. Police 
stopped the activists’ vehicle near the village and found 
cutting tools, but they were released the next day. 
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Toxic Chemicals 
to be Tested 
on Children! 

"Paying families in Florida to have being studied by 
their homes routinely treated with pes- CHEERS. In re- 
ticides is very sad when we at the Envi- sponse, the ACC has lobbied to keep 
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) these chemicals legal. Florida, 

know that pesticide management The Organic Consumers Association "Seventy-five 
should always be used to protect chil- states, "The trick here is that these percent of the users of the clinics 
dren," said EPA scientist Troy Pierce. products are known to have negative for pregnancy issues were at or below 
Pierce's comments came in response long-term health effects. There will be the poverty level, " according to the EPA's 
to a proposed EPA study in which little to no obvious, short-term nega- proposal. "The percentage of births to 
infants in participating low-income tive effects on these children at the end individuals classified as black in the US 
families in northern Florida would be of the two-year period. The seemingly Census is higher at these three hospitals 
monitored for health impacts as they positive results will allow the ACC to than for the county as a whole.” 
undergo exposure to toxic chemicals announce positive 'EPA study results' Each of the 60 families participating 
during the course of two years. The to the public." Critics believe that the in CHEERS would receive $9 70, a video 
Children's Environmental Exposure ACC would then be able to more effec- camera, a T-shirt and a framed certifi- 
Research Study (CHEERS) would look tively lobby Congress to weaken regu- cate of appreciation, 
at how chemicals can be ingested, lations on these toxic products. Due to public pressure, CHEERS is 

inhaled or absorbed by children. The ACC is comprised of corpora- going through another review process 

The American Chemistry Council tions, such as Dow, Exxon and until Spring. Send comments to EPA 
(ACC) donated more than two million Monsanto, that have a history of envi- Administrator Mike Leavitt, 1300 
dollars to the EPA in October to con- ronmental crimes against people of color Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, 
duct the study. Yet for the past three and low-income families. CHEERS par- DC 20460; leavitt.michael@epa.gov. 
decades, the ACC and EPA have known ticipants would be chosen from six clin- For more information, visit 

the high toxicity of the chemicals ics and three hospitals in Duval County, www.organicconsumers.org. 

First ALF Action in Turkey Men responded and booked an interview with a BBC 

On October 15, activists in Izmit, Turkey, glued the studio in Paris. Dressed in a thrift-store suit, "Jude 
locks at three leather shops. The activists claimed the Finisterra" posed as a Dow spokesperson and delivered 
action for the ALF. the news that Dow would claim full responsibility for 

the disaster at Bhopal, liquidate Union Carbide for $12 
Finnish ALF Dyes 2,000 Foxes billion and use the money to compensate local resi- 

ALF activists in Finland dyed the fur of 2,000 foxes dents, many of whom require lifelong medical care, 
with henna at Aland's last remaining fur farm on Dow's stock value fell 4.2 percent in 23 minutes, causing 
November 18. Henna is a natural dye that doesn't harm an initial loss of two billion dollars before Dow released a 
the animals, but it cuts the value of their pelts in half, statement declaring that the interview was a hoax. 

The ALF found some of the foxes with injuries to their 

eyes and legs, and others with bite wounds. All of the Disobbedienti Raids Supermarket in Italy 
foxes had long claws that made it difficult for them to Three hundred Disobbedienti protesters stormed a busy 
walk across the wire floors in their filthy cages. Panorama megastore in Rome, Italy, on November 6, 

The ALF also took all of the farm's breeding cards, making demanding a 70 percent discount, swigging champagne 
the economic impact of the action that much more sting- and walking out with carts full of expensive food, clothes 
ing. They signed the communique, "You cannot tame what and computer equipment without paying. Police stood 
is wild.... Keep fighting!— The Wild Fox Brigade.” by, fearing a riot, as there was a 10,000-strong march 

nearby to protest the rising cost of living, unemployment 
Dow Chemical Hoaxed by Y es Men and the price of the war on Iraq. Da Celeste restaurant near 

On November 29, the website www.dowethics.com Venice was also hit that week. A group of 44 people ate a 
received an email message from BBC World Television $2,700 dinner and ditched on the bill. They left a $110 tip 
asking for a Dow Chemical representative to discuss the for the servers and a message informing the owner that the 
company's position on the anniversary of the December unpaid bill was the price he must pay for agreeing to cater 
3, 1984, Union Carbide disaster in Bhopal, India. The Yes a North Atlantic Treaty Organization meeting. 
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73 ^Lctotlas 'Z^iUu S>eciet 


by Joshua and Leah 

There are plenty of reasons to pro- 
test Victoria's Secret, from its use of 
slave-like prison labor and the animal 
products on its shelves to its objectifi- 
cation of women. Now, a new cam- 
paign is shaking the rafters of the 
marketplace by taking on Victoria's 
Secret for being a leader in demolish- 
ing some of the world's remaining 
endangered forests, including the Ca- 
nadian boreal forest and the forests of 
the southeastern US. 

Stretching from Alaska to the Atlan- 
tic Ocean, the Canadian boreal forest 
is more than 12 times the size of Cali- 
fornia. Containing 25 percent of the 
Earth's remaining roadless forests, it is 
North America's greatest remaining 
conservation opportunity. Yet despite 
its importance, an area the size of 
Delaware is logged every year — the 
majority of which goes to make pulp 
and paper for export to the US. The US 
imports a staggering 80 percent of all 
Canadian wood and paper exports in 


the form of catalogs, toilet paper, books, 
magazines, lumber, newspapers, office 
paper, paper towels, diapers and more. 

What's Victoria's dirty secret? Ap- 
proximately 395 million catalogs are 
mailed by Victoria's Secret each year — 



Catalogs = clearcuts! action in Chicago, Illinois 


that's more than one million a day, a 
sickening waste. Almost all of these 
catalogs are produced from virgin pa- 
per fiber with little or no recycled 
content. Victoria's Secret is driving 
the clearcutting of the Canadian bo- 
real forest with its massive consump- 
tion, as well as destroying forests in 
the southern US. 

After three years of hard work and 
hundreds of in-store protests, cam- 
paigns against Office Depot and 
Staples were successful in getting two 
of the world's largest office supply 
stores to stop selling paper from en- 
dangered forests. Now, it's Victoria's 
Secret's turn. 

This Fall, ForestEthics launched the 
Victoria's Dirty Secret campaign. The 
demands are that Victoria's Secret and 
its parent company, Limited Brands, 
end purchases from any company as- 
sociated with logging in the Canadian 
boreal or southeastern forests, increase 
use of post-consumer recycled fiber in 
its catalogs to at least 50 percent dur- 
ing the next five years, ensure that all 




Day of Indigenous Resistance 

On October 12, while most North Americans were 
celebrating the genocide of Native peoples that was 
started by Christopher Columbus, protesters from around 
the hemisphere rose up against it. In Denver, Colorado, 
230 people were arrested for refusing to leave the road in 
front of a Columbus Day parade. More than 500 protest- 
ers from many backgrounds were present, and they 
managed to delay the parade for an hour. 

In downtown Caracas, Venezuela, a group of young 
men and women used ropes to topple a 30-foot statue of 
Columbus and drag it through the city center toward the 
Teresa Carreno theater, where hundreds of indigenous 
people sang and danced. Protesters hung banners from 
the monolith and covered it in graffiti. Authorities later 
recovered the statue and arrested five people. The mayor 
of Caracas condemned the action, although he did 
attend a symbolic act of resistance in which indigenous 
people covered a statue of Columbus with a white sheet. 
He intends to present a petition to replace the shrouded 
statue with that of Guaicaipuro, an indigenous chief. 


In 2002, Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez officially 
renamed October 12 "Indigenous Resistance Day." 

Finnish Activists Storm Nuclear Site 

More than 100 activists stormed the construction site 
of Finland's fifth nuclear reactor on September 3, wear- 
ing respirator masks and bright yellow T-shirts embla- 
zoned with the nuclear symbol. Two groups on bicycles 
and one on foot scaled the fence surrounding the site 
and cordoned the area off with tape and signs warning 
of "the nuclear disease." As more protesters demon- 
strated outside the main gates, a group of climbers took 
over the information center maintained by the nuclear 
company and unfurled a banner. The company spokes- 
person was repeatedly embarrassed when it was discov- 
ered that not all of the activists were immediately 
apprehended. Eventually, all of the activists present 
were arrested and released after a few hours. 

The demonstration was organized by several Finnish 
and international groups to raise questions about the 
efficiency and safety of nuclear power. 
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of its suppliers are shifting to Forest 
Stewardship Council certification, end 
the use of any products sourced from 
other endangered forests and reduce 
paper use. With a widespread 
grassroots coalition, the possibilities 
for creative resistance are endless. 

In October, more than a dozen 
Cascadian EFIers were in Chicago, Il- 
linois, and created chaos in the city's 
downtown Victoria's Secret store. 
They announced the company's link 
to forest destruction by stripping 
down to their underwear to reveal 
slogans painted on their bodies. Ac- 
tions were also staged in Washing- 
ton, DC, and at the Mall of America in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. These in- 
cluded small-scale street theater with 
lingerie-clad lumberjacks cutting 
down protesters dressed as trees and 
an anti-forest destruction lingerie 
fashion show. 

In November, when Victoria's Se- 
cret sent its top, superstar models on a 
multi-million dollar, cross-country 
tour, activists were successful in dis- 
rupting two of the events. At the tour's 
kick-off at Victoria's Secret's flagship 
store in New York City, protesters from 
the Activist Center at Wetlands Pre- 
serve forced the complete cancella- 
tion of the event. Facing a second 
demonstration in Chicago, the event 


there was hastily moved to Miami, 
Florida, at the last minute. 

On December 2, nearly 100 pro- 
tests and events marked the 
grassroots day of action to expose 
Victoria's Dirty Secret. Activists coast 
to coast delivered awards, stumps 
and logs to stores while dressed in 
lingerie, hung banners, carried pup- 
pets, created "mall" theater and more. 

As activists carry messages letting 
Victoria's Secret and its customers 
know that forest destruction is not 



Protest at Victoria’s Secret in Portland, Oregon 


very sexy, they've been holding ac- 
tions that mock and shatter the 
company's twisted marketing of what 
beauty really is. These sorts of actions 
are fun and easy to organize. There are 
more than 1,000 Victoria's Secret 
stores across the US. Stage an action at 
your local Victoria's Secret, or host a 
call-in day or postcard event. It can be 
just a few friends with signs or cos- 
tume-clad hooligans rollerskating 
through the store with cardboard 
chainsaws. These demonstrations viv- 
idly communicate an environmental 
message while simultaneously dis- 
rupting business. 

Individually, these actions may not 
transform the policy of one of the 
largest catalog distributors in the world. 
But when actions are simultaneously 
taking place throughout the country, 
they will have quite a significant im- 
pact. So head on down to the mall to 
raise a ruckus at Victoria's Secret. Con- 
front corporate greed and protect the 
world's last endangered forests. 

For more information, visit 
| www.victoriasdirtysecret.net. 

| Leah is a Cascadian forest defender who 
I is working to protect the remaining endan- 
1 gered forests by any means necessary. 
Joshua is a paper campaign organizer 
with ForestEthics and lives in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains in Asheville, North Carolina. 


Massive Protests at Free Trade Summit 

Protests rocked the streets as President George W. Bush 
and the leaders of 20 other counties, along with innumer- 
able corporate chiefs, met in Santiago, Chile, for the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit in mid-November. 
In January 2004, Chile became the first country in South 
America to enter into a free trade agreement with the US 
when it joined the 16-year-old organization. 

On November 1 7, 70,000 marchers took to the streets to 
voice their opposition to globalization with banners and 
chants. Protesters also attacked at least two McDonald's, 
firebombed a bank, torched an armored police vehicle and 
barricaded streets throughout the city. Inside the summit, 
conflict ensued when a member of the Secret Service was 
barred entry to an official dinner because he lacked security 
clearance. Plans for another dinner had to be scratched 
when the Secret Service insisted that every attendee pass 
through a metal detector, a measure that Chilean President 
Ricardo Lagos considered humiliating for guests. 

Brazilian Landless Demand Equality 

On November 25, more than 8,000 Brazilian Movimento 
dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra (MST) activists sur- 
rounded Brasilia's central bank to demand more public 
money for land reform. They burned a US flag with "IMF" 


written on it and called for Finance Minister Antonio 
Palocci's ousting. Protesters also delivered 10,000 letters 
written by landless activists demanding changes to Presi- 
dent Luiz Inacio "Lula” da Silva's economic policy. Da 
Silva has promised to settle land claims for 400,000 
families during his term, which ends in December 2006. 
To date, he has settled 106,000 families. The MST, which 
squats unused farmlands, threatened to step up land 
occupations if its demands were not met. 

The protest came just five days after 15 hooded gun- 
men attacked an MST squat in the state of Minas Gerais, 
killing five and wounding 14 others. The MST has since 
taken over another property owned by the rancher 
suspected of ordering the massacre. 

Day of Action Against CAFTA 

On October 12, tens of thousands of Central Americans 
hit the streets to protest the US-Dominican Republic- 
Central American Free Trade Agreement (DR-CAFTA). In El 
Salvador, protesters shut down highways and bridges, and 
they marched to the presidential palace. Large demonstra- 
tions also took place in Costa Rica, Guatemala and Nicara- 
gua. Despite resistance from the people of the affected 
countries, Republican lawmakers in the US plan to force a 
vote on CAFTA during the lame duck session of Congress. 


January-February 2005 Earth First! Page 23 


Things Grow Better with Coke 

The use of pesticides on farms is nothing new, but farmers 
in India have come up with what they think is an even better 
poison. Instead of paying huge fees to chemical companies 
for patented pesticides, farmers have been spraying their 
fields with Coca-Cola. 

"I think Coke has finally found its right 
use. Farmers have traditionally used sugary 
solutions to attract red ants to feed on insect 
larvae," said Devinder Sharma, a leading 
Indian agriculture analyst. 

But that may not be the only reason for 
Coke's effectiveness. On February 4, a gov- 
ernment committee upheld findings that 
drinks made in India by both Coca-Cola and 
PepsiCo contained unacceptable amounts 
of pesticide residue. 

God Creates Big Hole 

The Bush administration has approved a 
book claiming that the Grand Canyon was 
created by Noah's flood. Grand Canyon: A 
Different View by Tom Vail remains on sale 
at the park gift shop in spite of opposition by 
scientists. 

Joe Alston, park superintendent, tried to 
block sales of the book but was overruled by 
the National Park Service. Top geologists 
charged that the sale of the book violated agency policy and 
undercut its scientific education programs, and the seven 
scientific societies sent a joint letter of protest. 

"Promoting creationism in our national parks is just as 
wrong as promoting it in our public schools," said Jeff Ruch, 
executive director of Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility. "If the Bush administration is using public 
resources for pandering to Christian fundamentalists, it 
should at least have the decency to tell the truth about it." 

Passenger Weight Affects Airline Costs 

With the weight of the average American going up one 
pound per year, a government study has determined that 
airlines may need to increase ticket prices to compensate for 
heftier passengers. 

Over the last decade, the average passenger put on an 
additional 10 pounds of weight, forcing airlines to spend 
$275 million annually on 350 million gallons of fuel to carry 
the extra load. 

"The obesity epidemic has unexpected consequences be- 
yond direct health effects," said Dr. Deron Burton of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Besides the economic impact, the extra fuel releases an 
estimated 3.8 million tons of carbon dioxide. 

Have You Driven a Ford Lately? 

Thanks to a growing autophile community, which has 
a website boasting more than 400 members worldwide. 


the activist slogan "Fuck Cars" has found a new, more 
literal meaning. 

"It shouldn't be shocking that some people find cars 
sexually attractive," said Gnxlover, who runs the Sex 
with Cars website. "After all, car manu- 
facturers sell cars using sex. What do you 
do if you are sexually attracted to cars? 
You find ways to have sex with them!" 

Dekhyr Dragon's "Guide to Sex with 
Cars (for Males)" illustrates how inter- 
course is achieved. First, affix a foam 
rubber soda can holder with some elec- 
trical tape to the inside of your tailpipe. 
Step two depends on what kind of car 
you drive and explains how to achieve 
maximum rocking, and step three en- 
tails kneeling behind the car and... you 
can figure out the rest. 

Expensive Renovations 

5 In November, a bag of money was torn 
| open by beavers and woven into their 
?dam near Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The 
I materials for this expensive renovation 
came from a $ 70,000 heist from the Lucky 
Dollar Casino in Greensburg. 

Deputies received a tip that three mon- 
eybags had been thrown into a nearby creek. 

They found two of the bags right away, but they could 
not find the third bag in the deeper water by the dam. 
They began dismantling the dam to search shallower 
waters, and that's when they spotted some of the currency 
in the current. 

"The beavers hadn't even torn the bills up. They were 
still whole, " said Major Michael Martin of the East Feliciana 
Parish sheriff's office. In fact, the only thing that wasn't 
intact was the dam the police destroyed. 

Moose Caught in Wires 

While running powerlines to a nearby gold mine, City 
Electric workers southeast of Fairbanks, Alaska, acciden- 
tally strung a moose 50 feet in the air by its antlers. The 
moose became entangled on October 5, before workers 
began raising the new powerlines. When they realized 
what had happened, the workers lowered the moose to 
the ground. Wildlife officials killed rather than tranquil- 
ized it to preserve its body for meat. 

The moose had probably decided to challenge the 
powerline to a fight, as moose are known to do during 
rut. The animal weighed 1,200 pounds and had an antler 
spread of more than 62 inches. 

"It's an unbelievable story. The only unfortunate part 
is [that] we had to shoot the moose," said Gabriel Marian, 
president of City Electric. "It would have been a more 
feel-good story if we had let it down and it had ran off." 
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No Compromise in 


T he very future of life on Earth is in danger. 
Human activities — from hunting to habi- 
tat destruction — have already driven 
countless species to extinction, and the process 
is only accelerating. The destruction of the Earth 
and its sustainable indigenous cultures has led 
to tragedy in every corner of the globe. 



Meanwhile, scientists have confirmed what 
indigenous cultures have taught for thousands 
of years: all forms of life are vitally connected. 
Removing even a single strand from the web of 



Wild Rockies EF!ers rappel from a bridge in Montana 


life produces a widening ripple of catastrophe. 


On a more spiritual level, Earth Firstlers under- 
stand that we can never be the healthy humans 


No Ceder en la Defensa de La Madre Tierra 


that we were meant to be in a world without 
wilderness, clean air and the howling of wolves 
under the moon. 

It is not enough to ask politicians and corpo- 
rations to destroy less wilderness. We need to 
preserve it all, to recreate lost habitats and rein- 
troduce extirpated predators. We need to stop 
and reverse the poisoning of our air, water and 
soil, as well as the modification of life's genetic 
code. It is not enough to oppose the construc- 
tion of new dams and developments. It is time to 
free our shackled rivers and restore the land. 

Earth First! formed in 1979, in response to an 
increasingly corporate, compromising and inef- 
fective environmental community. It is not an 
organization, but a movement. There are no 
"members" of EF!, only Earth Firstlers. We believe 
in using all of the tools in the toolbox, from 
grassroots and legal organizing to civil disobedi- 
ence and monkeywrenching. When the law won't 
fix the problem, we put our bodies on the line to 
stop the destruction. Earth Firstl's direct-action 
approach draws attention to the crises facing the 
natural world, and it saves lives. 

Guided by a philosophy of deep ecology, Earth 
First! does not accept a human-centered worldview 
of "nature for people's sake." Instead, we believe 
that life exists for its own sake, that industrial 
civilization and its philosophy are anti-Earth, 
anti-woman and anti-liberty. Our structure is 
non-hierarchical, and we reject highly paid "pro- 
fessional staff" and formal leadership. 

To put it simply, the Earth must come first. 



E l mismo futuro de la vida en la Tierra esta en peligro. Las 
actividades humanas — desde la caza hasta la destruccion 
del habitat — ya han extinguido especies innumerables, y 
el proceso solo se va acelerando. La destruccion de la Tierra y 
sus culturas indigenas sostenibles ha producido tragedia en 
cada rincon del mundo. 

Mientras tanto, los cientlficos han confirmado lo que han 
ensenado las culturas indigenas por miles de anos: todas 
formas de la vida estan imprescindiblemente conectados. Quitar 
hasta un filamento de la tela de vida produce un rizo de 
catastrofe que se va ensanchando. En un nivel mas espiritual, 
los Earth Firstiistas entienden que nunca podemos ser los 
humanos sanos que debemos ser en un mundo sin la naturaleza 
silvestre, el aire limpio y los aullidos de los lobos bajo la luna. 

No es suficiente pedir a los politicos y las corporaciones que 
destruyen menos de la naturaleza. Tenemos que preservarla 
todo, reconstruir el habitat perdido y reintroducir a los 
depredadores eradicados. Hay que detener y dar marcha atras 
al envenenamiento de nuestro aire, agua y tierra, y tambien la 
modification del codigo genetico. No es suficiente oponerse a 
la construction de presas y desarollos nuevos. Es hora de liberar 
nuestros rios y restaurar a la Tierra. 

Earth First! ("jLa Tierra Primero!") fue formado en 1979 
como respuesta a una comunidad medioambiental cada vez 
mas corpor^tiva, inutil y cediendo. No es una organizacion, 
sino un movimiento. No hay "miembros" de Earth First!, solo 
Earth Firstiistas. Creemos que se debe usar todas las 
herramientas en la mano, desde la organizacion local o legal 
hasta la desobedencia civil o el sabotaje. Cuando la ley no 
arreglard el problema, ponemos nuestros cuerpos en el riesgo 
para impedir a la destruccion. 

Guiado por una filosofia de "ecologia profunda," Earth First! 
no acepta una opinion del mundo antropocentrico, que ensena 
que la naturaleza solo existe para los humanos. Al contrario, 
creemos que la vida existe por la vida, y que la civilization 
industrial y su filosofia se oponen a la Tierra, la mujer y la 
libertad . Nuestra estructura es en contra la jerarquia, y rechazamos 
al "personal profesional" de alta paga y a los lideres formales. 
Poniendolo sencillamente, la Tierra tiene que venir primero. 


photo courtesy Wild Rockies EF! 



Direct Action 


E arth First! is a verb, not a noun. In order to be an 
environmental movement, you've got to move! Di- 
rect action means personal, spiritual and strategic 
efforts to defend the Earth. Earth First! is defined by action, 
the purpose of which is to: 

Halt the Destruction: Force governments and corporations 
to stop their exploitive extraction of natural resources. Even 
the most "symbolic" action can stop the machine. 

Raise the Stakes: Send a clear message to the despoilers: 
"No more business as usual." 

Attract Media: You can’t hope to change people's minds 
or put pressure on politicians without calling attention to 
the damage. Demonstrations "demonstrate" to the world 
that when all of our letters are ignored, our arguments 
mitigated and our legal appeals denied, we still refuse to 
accept the accelerating destruction of the Earth. Civil 
disobedience can expose an 
issue through print, television 
and radio media. 

Strengthen Resolve: Direct ac- 
tion is the most empowering 
event imaginable, a rite of 
passage that fills the partici- 
pant with a feeling of effec- 
tiveness. We learn to work in 
concert with others who put 
the Earth first. 

Civil disobedience is a de- 
liberate, thought-out act of 
conscience, even when de- 
cided on spontaneously. 

Whenever you show up to a 
demonstration, you risk ar- 
rest and physical attack by the 
police or opponents. Be pre- 
pared with nonviolence tac- 
tics, media spokespersons and 
jail support. 

Demonstrations 

Demonstrations include marches, costumes and street 
theater that present our position to reporters and make 
demands of corporate raiders and government pawns. 
Some Earth First! actions have included 200-pound stumps 
deposited on rangers’ desks, manure from cattle grazed on 
public lands stacked against air conditioning vents, pro- 
tests held outside the homes of timber executives, helium 
balloons hoisting placards inside convention centers, and 
100-foot banners strung above highways, down smoke- 
stacks and across the facades of buildings. 

To be most effective, a demonstration should be: 
Dynamic and Uncompromising: Have clear intent, tactics 
and specific targets. Identify the perpetrators by name and 
target them. 

Colorful and Creative: Create unique and surprising ac- 
tions that challenge and amuse. 


Informative: Get out the clear goals of your campaign 
with factsheets and handouts, news releases, songs, skits 
and chants. 

Flexible: Be ready on a moment's notice to revise plans 
as the situation changes, taking advantage of unforeseen 
opportunities, as in the sudden appearance of an offend- 
ing executive or an unwanted piece of heavy equipment. 
Come up with a quick alternative when the governor 
is not in, when the building is sealed off, when the cops 
are out in force or when the meeting has moved to 
another location. 

Occupations and Sit-Ins 

Take over the boardrooms, offices and even the homes 
of unresponsive decision makers and bureaucrats. EF!ers 
have put up tents in land managers' offices and locked 

ourselves to their furniture, 
invaded the homes of indus- 
try CEOs and put cardboard 
on the air conditioning in- 
takes of a district ranger's of- 
fice, forcing them to shut 
down their computers in the 
more than 100-degree heat. 

Blockades 

The proper place for an Earth 
First! er is often directly in the 
path of the machinery that is 
destroying the wilderness or 
your community. This may 
be a symbolic gesture of defi- 
ance; it may also stop them in 
their tracks. Either way, it is a 
sure-fire way to take the focus 
out of the boardrooms and 
hearing chambers and put it 
back where it belongs — in the 
wilderness at the scene of the crime. 

Targets can include logging equipment, radioactive waste 
shipments, livestock trucks, dam sites and mines. Methods 
include sitting in the road or chaining yourself to cattle 
guards, gates, doors or equipment. Other actions may call 
for locking yourself to concrete-filled barrels or raising and 
sitting in tripods. The longer a blockade lasts, the more 
effective it is — though even brief, symbolic blockades have 
proven very effective in building public support. 

Treesitting 

Treesitting has been used successfully to shut down 
logging of ancient forests for months, even years, at a time. 
Earth Firstlers have rigged cables to surrounding trees to 
prevent them from being cut and to cross over to different 
parts of the canopy. For this you will need experienced 
help and safety tips, which various Earth First! groups can 
provide. Workshops are generally held at EF! gatherings. 



Gets the Goods 


Nonviolent Direct Action 

Nonviolence requires a code of integrity. Everyone in- 
volved must agree to a common set of principles or the 
media and police may focus on the 
conduct of a few participants rather 
than the original intent of the action. 

Be careful who you work with and get 
everyone to agree to a set of guide- 
lines, whatever your tactics. 

At no time should anyone physically 
or verbally assault anyone or contrib- 
ute to escalating violence from the 
police, workers, management or gen- 
eral public at an Earth First! action. 

If you are committed not to move — 
even if it means your arrest — stand 
your ground. To break and run might 
defeat the purpose of your action and 
endanger others. Don't put yourself 
in a dangerous position unless you are 
willing to face danger without mov- 
ing. Otherwise, choose a less risky 
method of protest. 

No drugs, alcohol or weapons should 
be carried at the site of any Earth 
First! action. 

Identify potential arrestees ahead of 
time and have a list of their names and 
addresses. Pair each of them up with a 
support person who can be responsible for their keys and 
identification. Monitor and record their arrest using a camera 
or video if possible and follow them through the legal process 
until they are released. 

Plan your actions well. Prepare street theater, songs, 
chants, costumes, signs and handouts in advance. Make 
a news release for all of the radio, television and newspa- 
per outlets in your area. Stick to a few short paragraphs 
describing the destruction you plan to stop or the wilder- 
ness you propose for protection, making clear the desired 
result of your actions. It is a good idea to put in a few 
quotes attributed to one or more of your spokespersons. 
A good news release should be no more than two pages, 
although one page is preferred. It is better for the media 
to call for more information than it is to issue a long, 
rambling news release. 

Send out news releases a few days before your event. 
Withhold sensitive information until the action occurs. 
Follow up with phone calls to the media the day before 
the action. Never assume they've read your release. Get 
the name of the reporter and ask them if they plan to 
come. You might hint at the more radical (photo oppor- 
tunity!) aspects of your action, but don't tip them off to 
anything that the cops shouldn't know ahead of time. 
Don’t promise a more radical scenario than you can 
really come up with or the press may not cover your 
future events. Look for the reporters that promised to 


Monkeywrenching 

Monkey-wrenching: Ecotage, 

ecodefense, billboard bandits, 
desurveying, road reclamation, tree 
spiking, even fire. All of these terms 
describe the unlawful sabotage of in- 
dustrial extraction and development 
equipment, as a means of striking 
at the Earth's destroyers where they 
commit their crimes and hitting 
them where they feel it most — in their 
profit margins. 

Monkeywrenching is a step be- 
yond civil disobedience. It is non- 
violent, aimed only at inanimate 
objects. It is one of the last steps in 
defense of the wild, a deliberate ac- 
tion taken by an Earth defender when 
almost all other measures have failed. 

Although Earth First! is often as- 
sociated with the practice and mys- 
tique of monkeywrenching, the or- 
ganized elements of the Earth First! 
movement do not engage in 
monkeywrenching. Any person 
openly spouting off about sabo- 
tage should be avoided, as they may either be a 
wingnut or an agent provocateur. 

Monkeywrenching is not mindless — targets are care- 
fully picked for their strategic value. There is a time 
and a place for everything. Knowing when not to 
engage in sabotage is equally of value. For instance, 
monkeywrenching during public civil disobedience 
jeopardizes all who are present. 

Although some individual Earth Firstlers may be active 
monkeywrenchers, the Earth First! movement officially 
neither advocates nor condemns monkeywrenching. 

Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching (available 
from the Earth First! Journal) contains detailed informa- 
tion on monkeywrenching techniques as well as discus- 
sions of security, safety, strategy and justification. Any 
potential monkeywrencher would do well to study it 
carefully before embarking on the clearly illegal and 
potentially dangerous path of ecotage. 

show up and make sure that they have someone in your 
group to talk to who is knowledgeable, well-spoken and 
presentable. 

Meet before the action to circle up and focus on the 
emotional, biological and spiritual motivations for your 
urgent work. Circle up again afterward to make sure that no 
one is unaccounted for, discuss what did or didn't work 
and plan a time to meet to do it again! 



Sitting high at the Buffalo Field Campaign 


La Accion Directa Obtiene Resultados 


E arth First! es un verbo, no un sustantivo. Para ser un 
movimiento medioambiental, jtiene que moverse! 
La accion directa significa esfuerzos personates, 
espirituales y estrategicos en la lucha por la salvation del 
planeta. Earth First! se define por accion, el proposito de 
la cual es: 

Detenera la destruction: Forzar a los gobiemos y corporaciones 
a parar su extraction explotiva de los recursos naturales. Aun 
las acciones simbolicas pueden detener a la maquina. 

Mandar un mensaje a los explotadores: "Las cosas no 
seguiran asi." 

Atraera los medios de comunicacion: No podemos despertar 
al pueblo o forzar la mano de los politicos sin hacerles ver 
a la destruccion. Las manifestaciones manifestan el hecho 
que cuando no hacen caso a nuestras letras y negan a 
nuestras apelaciones legales, aun no aceptaremos la 
destruccion de la Tierra. La desobediencia civil expone el 
problema por la television, radio y los periodicos. 


Reforzar la Resolution: No hay otro evento que nos llena 
con el sentido de nuestro poder como la accion directa. 
Con ella aprendemos como trabajar con otra gente que 
pone la Tierra primero. 

La desobediencia civil es un acto de conciencia deliberado, 
aun cuando uno se resuelve a hacerlo espontaneamente. 
Cada vez que asisten a una manifestation, estan arriesgando 
el ser arrestado o atacado por la policia o los adversaries. 
Preparense con tacticas no violentas, vocero para los medios 
y apoyo para los encarcelados. 

Manifestaciones 

Las manifestaciones incluyen las marchas, los disfraces y 
el teatro en la calle. Presentan nuestras opiniones a los 
reporteros y exigen concesiones de las corporaciones piratas 
y sus instrumentos gubernamentales. Algunas acciones de 
Earth First! han sido: gigantescos tocones depositados en 
los escritorios de guardabosques; protestas en frente de las 



Monkeywrenching: 

"Echarlo la Llave Inglesa 


Monkeywrenching: Ecotaje; ecodefensa; bandidos de carteleras; 
desagrimensar; recuperation de caminos; treespiking (clavara los arboles); aun 
el fuego. Todos estos terminos describen el sabotaje ilegal del equipo de la 
exctraccidn y el desarollo industrial , como una manera de dar golpe a los 
destructores de la Tierra donde cometen sus enmenes, pegandoles adonde lo 
sienten mas — en sus margenes de beneficios. 

Monkeywrenching va fuera de la desobedencia civil. Es no violento, solo 
danando a objetos inanimados. Es una de las ultimas tacticas para defender a la 
naturaleza silvestre, una accion deliberada tornado por el defensor de la Tierra, 
cuando casi todas otras medidas han fallado. 

Aunque Earth First! muchas veces estd asociado con la practica y el misterio 
de monkeywrenching, los elementos organizados del movimiento Earth 
First! no participan en el. 

Cualquier persona que habla sin cuidado sobre el sabotaje debe ser 
s evitada, pues tal vez sera un loco o un agente del estado. 

L \ El ecotaje no es sin sentido — los blancos se escojen cuidadosamente 

para su valor estrategico. Hay un tiempo y un lugar para todo. El saber 
\ cuando no ocuparse en el sabotaje es igualmente valioso. Por ejemplo, 
1 } cometer ecotaje durante desobedencia civil publica pone en riesgo 

til I a todos los que estan presentes. 

Aunque algunos Earth Firstlistas individuales esten activos 
J en el ecotaje, el movimiento Earth First! oficialmente no 
' J aboga ni condena el monkeywrenching. 

' Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching ( Ecodefensa : 

pA; ' Una Guia del Campo Sobre Monkeywrenching), es disponible 

por la Earth First! Journal. La guia contiene information y 
^ /> detalles sobre tecnicas de monkeywrenching asi como 
W * discusiones sobre la seguridad, estrategia y justificaciones. 

^bapjT Cualquier ecoteador potencial ganara mucho de estudiarla 

ytaaT | cuidadosamente antes de embarcarse en el rumbo peligroso 

e illegal del ecotaje. 



casas de los ejecutivos de negocios; estiercol de ganados 
que fueron pastarados en tierra publica amontado junto a 
rejillas de aire acondicionado; globos de helio elevando 
cartelones en reuniones publicas; y gigantescas pancartas 
atados sobre carreteras, en chimeneas y en grandes edificios. 
Para maximos resultados, una manifestacion debe ser: 

Dinamico y Sin Ceder: Que la intencion, tacticas y 
objetivos sean claros. Identifiquen a los ofensores por 
nombre y senaenlos. 

Creativa y Pintoresca: Compongan acciones unicas y 
sorprendentes que sean retos y que divierten. 

Informativa: Communican sus metas Claras con folletos, 
comunicados de prensa, cantos, teatro y gritos. 

Flexible: Esten preparados para cambiar sus planes en 
cualquier momento si cambia la situacion. Aventajense de 
oportunidades si estas se presentan, 
como si aparezca un ejecutivo culpable 
o alguna maquina ofensiva. Inventen 
alternativos si el gobernador este 
ausente, el edificio este inaccesible, la 
policia aparescan en grandes numeros 
o la reunion cambie de lugar. 

Ocupacion Prolongada 

Invadan a las oficinas o aun las casas 
de burocrates u oficiales indiferentes. 

EFlistas han instalado carpas dentro 
de oficinas de los directores de tierras 
publicas y se han encadenado a sus 
muebles. Han invadido las casas de 
ejecutivos y han tapado las rejillas de 
aire acondicionado en la oficina de un 
guardabosques, forzandole a apagar sus 
computadores en el calor de 40 grados. 

Bloqueos 

Hay veces que el lugar de un Earth 
Firstlista sea directamente delante de 
una maquinaria destructora. Quizas 
sea un acto simbolico; quizas detenara 
a los ofensores. De cualquier modo, es 
una tactica garantizada a llamar la atencion fuera de las 
oficinas y dirigirlo otra vez al medio ambiente, donde se 
cometen los crimenes. 

Los blancos posibles incluyen la maquinaria que destruye 
los bosques, envios de material radioactivo, transportes de 
ganado, las presas y las minas. Podrian sentarse en la 
carretera o encadenarse a las puertas, verjas o el equipo. En 
algunos casos, la situacion exige encadenenarse a barriles 
llenos de cemento o erigir tripodes y sentarse en ellos. 
Cuanto mas dura un bloqueo, mas eficaz es, pero aun los 
bloqueos breves han creado mucho apoyo publico. 

Bloqueos en los Arboles 

La tactica de ocupar una plataforma en los arboles ha 
detenido la destruccion de los bosques ancianos por meses, y 
a veces por anos. Earth Firstlistas han conectado cables a los 
arboles cercanos para impedir que esten cortados y para 
moverse por el dosel. Antes de atentar esta tactica, necesitaran 
ayuda con experiencia y consejos de seguridad. Varios grupos 
Earth First! pueden ayudarles con esto, y se puede conseguir 
entrenamiento en las asambleas de EF!. 


Campesinos mexicanos luchan contra una presa 


Accion Directa No Violenta 

La accion no violenta exige una norma de honor. Todos 
los participantes tienen que consentir en principios 
comunes, o los medios y la policia tal vez concentraran su 
atencion sobre unos cuantos participantes y no la intencion 
de la protesta. Tengan cuidado al escoger con quien traba jan, 
y asegurense que todo el grupo esta de acuerdo sobre los 
directrices, cualquier tactica que usan. 

En una accion de Earth First!, no se debe asaltar a nadie 
fisicalmente ni verbalmente, y tampoco se debe intensificar 
violencia comensada por la policia, trabajadores, directores 
o el publico general. 

Si la accion requiere de no moverse, aunque estes arrestado, 
quedate en tu sitio. Huir en ese momento podra dafiar el 
espiritu de la protesta y poner a otros en peligro. No se pongan 
en una situacion peligrosa si no esten 
preparados a enfrentarlo sin moverse. 
Si no, escogan otra manera de protesta. 

Nadie deber traer las drogas, el al- 
cohol, o las armas de fuego a una 
accion de Earth First!. 

Antes de su accion, identifiquen a 
los quien puedan estar arrestados y 
preparen una lista de sus nombres y 
direcciones. Ellos deben hacer pareja 
con alguein que se responsabilize de 
sus Haves y identificacion. Alguien 
debe grabar los arrestos con camera o 
video, y todos deben apoyar a los 
companeros hasta su liberation. 

Planeen sus acciones con cuidado. 
Preparen teatro, canciones, gritos, 
disfrases, cartelones y folletos por 
adelantado. Preparen un comunicado 
de prensa para todos los periodicos y 
las estaciones locales de radio y tele- 
vision. Enumeren en unos cuantos 
parrafos la destruccion que desean 
detener o el bosque que desean 
proteger, poniendo en claro cual es el 
resultado que buscan con sus 
acciones. Es buena idea incluir unas citas atribuidos a su 
vocero. Un comunicado bueno debe ser dos paginas 
maximo, pero una es preferible. Mejor es que la prensa les 
interroge despues buscando mas informacion, y no redactar 
un comunicado indeciso y errante. 

Despachen los comunicados unos dias antes del evento. 
jNunca revelen los detalles secretos! El dia antes del evento, 
confirma con una llamada. Nunca supone que han leido al 
comunicado. Habla directamente con un reportero, fija su 
nombre, y pregunta si asistira al evento. Alude a los aspetos 
radicales de la accion (joportunidad para fotos!), pero nunca 
revela informacion que la policia no debe saber. No prometan 
un evento mas dramatico que puedan producir, o tal vez la 
prensa no asistira a sus eventos en el futuro. El dia del evento, 
busqua a tus reporteros y asegura que hablan con alguien 
entendido, presentable y que se expresa bien. 

Reunanse antes de domenzar su accion y recuerdense de 
las razones emocionales, biologicos y espirituales para su 
obra urgente. Reunanse despues para asegurarse que no 
falta nadie, evaluar lo positivo y negativo de la accion, y 
iplanear para la proxima! 



Forming cm EF! 

Get It Grou P 
Together 


E arth First! is an international 
movement composed of small, 
bioregionally based groups. 
Earth First!ers become intimately famil- 
iar with the ecology of the area they 
inhabit and defend. They apply "direct 
pressure" to stop the bleeding, with a 
potent combination of education, orga- 
nizing and creative action. Nothing is 
more empowering than standing defi- 
ant against the destruction of our Mother 
Earth with other like-hearted people. 

To start an Earth First! group in your 
area, consider the following: 

Campaigns: Earth First! campaigns 
target human actions that adversely 
impact biological diversity. This can 
include ancient forest defense, endan- 
gered species protec- 
tion, opposition to 
urban sprawl and the 
preservation of sus- 
tainable indigenous 
cultures. To protect 
a bioregion, Earth 
Firstlers connect 
with it through our 
hearts and souls. To 
become acquainted 
with that which we 
fight for, we spend 
time exploring our 
watersheds, moun- 
tains and canyons, 
just feeling the wild- 
ness of these places. 

Contact Your group 
needs a contact per- 
son with a mailing 
address, phone num- 
ber and email who 
will respond to in- 
quiries and share 
them with the group. This information 
is also listed in the EF! Journal. Main- 
tain a mailing list and phone tree for 
announcing meetings and events. 

Security: The importance of respon- 
sible security with personal informa- 
tion and associations must not be 


underestimated. Be smart, be aware 
and get to know the people in your 
group. Read Agents of Repression by Ward 
Churchill and JJ. Vanderwall, which 
chronicles the effects of state repres- 
sion on other resistance struggles. If an 
Agent Knocks: How to Deal with the FBI is 
a helpful pamphlet available from the 
EF! Journal. 

Money: Some of the most common 
funding needs are for printing, post- 
age, logistics of actions and demon- 
strations, legal fees and court fines. 
You may want to set up a special bank 
account for your group, with at least 
two people allowed to sign checks. 

Fundraising: Some ideas include ben- 
efit concerts, slideshows and tabling; 


public requests for funding support via 
radio shows, newsletters and the Inter- 
net; auctions of goods and services; bi- 
cycle pledge rides; foundation grants; 
school money from campus clubs for 
EF! presentations; EF! work parties; sale 
of EF ! merchandise and EF! Journal sales. 


Meetings: Gather for potlucks, hikes, 
music, swims, etc. Meet to strategize, 
plan and carry out your actions! 

Tactics: Education through hand- 
outs, news releases, articles, public 
presentations, attending and com- 
menting at public meetings, etc. 

Grassroots organizing through 
building coalitions with like-minded 
groups and generating public partici- 
pation and input. 

Litigation by utilizing the laws that 
exist to protect what is threatened. 

Demonstrations and Civil Disobedi- 
ence: These are what won women the 
vote, emancipated slaves and retracted 
the US military-industrial machine 
from Vietnam. The quickest and sur- 
est way to get a new EF! group going is 
to do a fun, nervy action! Bold, cre- 
ative, confrontational actions gener- 
ate media coverage and announce your 
presence to friends and foes. 

The EF! Journal: All are encouraged 
to submit articles to the EF! Journal. 
Use the Journal to update the move- 
ment on your campaigns. Announce 
opportunities to attend your gather- 
ings. If you do an action, write about 
it and send it in. 

Free copies of the 
EF! Journal are tra- 
ditionally mailed 
out to contacts to 
be sold at full cover 
price as a fundraiser 
for local groups 
(the Journal only 
requests a postage 
reimbursement). 
Contact the Journal 
office to arrange to 
have a bundle of 
| magazines shipped 
3 to your group each 
I issue. Individual 
5 EFlers are expected 
| to subscribe, since 
£ the EF! Journal de- 
^ pends on subscrip- 
I tions to survive. 

A regional newslet- 
ter can augment the 
Journal and focus on 
local issues, list local events and demon- 
strations, and provide more leeway to 
fit in other items. Production, writing 
and mailing should be done as a group 
to get the maximum number of voices 
represented and to keep all of the work 
from falling on a few people. 





El primer arbol bloqueo en Sudamerica, en el bosque nuboso Mindo en Ecuador 


E arth First! es un movimiento 
internacional compuesto de 
grupos pequenos con alcance 
bioregional. Los Earth Firstlistas se 
ponen a conocer intimamente la 
ecologia de la region que habitan y 
defenden. Aplican "presion directa" 
para poner alto a la hemmoragia, 
con una combinacion potente de 
educacion, organizacion y accion 
creativa. Nada puede llenarnos con 
el sentido de nuestro propio poder 
como pararnos en contra la 
destruction de nuestra Madre Tierra, 
con aire de desaflo, al lado de otra 
gente que siente lo mismo. 

Para formar un grupo de Earth First! 
en su region, considere lo siguiente: 

Campanas : Las campanas de Earth 
First! apuntan contra todas las 
acciones que danan a la biodiversidad. Pueden incluir la 
defensa de bosques ancianos, oposicion al crecimiento 
urbano, la protection del las especies en peligro de extincion 
y la conservation de culturas indigenas sostenibles. Para 
proteger una bioregion, conectamos con ella con toda 
nuestra alma y corazon. Exploramos nuestras cuencas, 
montanas y canones, solo para sentir la naturaleza pura de 
estos lugares que luchamos para proteger. 

Intermediario: El grupo necesita un individuo cuyo 
direction, numero telefonico y email este disponible para 
que pueda responder a las preguntas del publico. Esta 
informacion tambien aparecera en la EF! Journal. Mantenga 
una lista de las direcciones y numeros telefonicos para 
anunciar a los eventos y las reuniones. 

Seguridad: Nunca subestimen la importancia de tomar 
seriamente la seguridad de sus asociaciones y de la 
informacion personal. Sean astutos y conscientes, y 
conoscan bien a todos que componen su grupo. Lean 
Agents of Repression por Ward Churchill y J.J. Vanderwall, 
una cronica de las actividades represivas por el estado 
contra otros movimientos de resistencia. If An Agent Knocks: 
How to Deal with the FBI es un folleto bien util que se puede 
conseguir de la EF! Journal. 

Finanzas: Los gastos mas comunes incluyen la 
imprimacion, el correo, la logfstica de sus acciones y los 
costos legales. Tal vez quisieran abrir una cuenta de cheques 
y nombrar a dos personas que puedan firmar los cheques. 

Recaudacion de Fondos : Algunas ideas incluyen conciertos; 
presentaciooooones de diapositivas; estaciones de 
informacion; pedidas publicas por el radio, los boletines y 
el Internet; venta de articulos contribuidos; buscar 
patrocinio para viajes de bicicleta; subvenciones de los 
fundaciones; fondos recaudados por clubs al nivel escolar; 
agrupaciones trabajando con el fin de donar el fruto de sus 
labores; y venta de mercanrias de EF! y de la EF! Journal. 


Reuniones: Reunanse para cenas, viajes al campo, musica, 
ir a nadar, etc. jReunanse para planear la estrategia del 
grupo y realizar sus acciones! 

Tacticas: Educacion por folletos, comunicados de prensa, 
articulos, presentaciones publicas, discursos en los mitines 
gubernamentales, etc. 

Organizacion de base por aliarse con organizaciones de 
filosofia parecida y animar a la participation publica. 

Litigation usando las leyes que ya existen para proteger 
al medio ambiente. 

Manifests Hones y Desobediencia Civil: Asi se liberaron 
esclavos, la mujer se gano el derecho de votar, y se quito el 
ejercito norteamericano de Vietnam. [La manera mas rapida 
y segura de iniciar un grupo de EF! es con una accion 
divertida y audaz! Acciones valientes, creativos y 
conflictivos atraen a la prensa y anuncian su presencia a los 
amigos y enemigos. 

La EF! Journal: Todos se animan a someter articulos a la 
EF! Journal (la Revista de Earth First!). Usen a la EF! Journal 
para avisar al movimiento como van sus campanas. 
Anuncien las oportunidades de asistir a sus asembleas. Si 
hagan alguna accion, escriban algo sobre ella y somitanlo. 

Los grupos de Earth First! reciben copias gratuitas de la 
EF! Journal, que se puede vender al precio regular para 
recaudir fondos (la EF! Journal solo pide reembolso por el 
correo). Ponganse en contacto con la oficina de la EF! 
Journal y pongan su pedido. Los EFlistas individuales 
deben suscribirse, porque sin estos fondos la EF! Journal 
dejaria de existir. 

Un boletin regional es un complemento excelente a la 
EF! Journal y puede centrarse mas en los asuntos y anuncios 
locales. Su production, escritura y envio se debe hacer por 
un grupo, asi garantizando la inclusion de una variedad de 
opiniones, y tambien evitar que todo el trabajo les cae a 
unos pocos. 


foto cortesia de Action Ecologica 


The EF! Round River Rendezvous 

The Round River Rendezvous is the annual tribal 
gathering of Earth First!. Each Summer, this week- 
long campout attracts several hundred Earth Firstlers 
from around the world. The gathering is coordi- 
nated by a volunteer committee and includes work- 
shops, campaign discussions, campfire music and a 
rally with performers and speakers. Perhaps the 
most important part of the Round River Rendez- 
vous is the informal networking that goes on. 

In addition, many international, national and 
bioregional rendezvous are held throughout the 
year. Announced in the Earth First! Journal, these 
gatherings are particularly important for develop- 
ing a cohesive activist network and planning 
actions on a local level. 

EF! activists in North America also get 
together in the Winter for the EF! Orga- jjg?^ 
nizers' Conference. This allows EF!ers to 
converge and strategize about upcom- Ahriw 
ing campaigns, actions and events. 

The Earth First! Journal 

The Earth First! Journal is the voice of 
the radical environmental movement. Pub- 
lished six times a year, it contains reports on 
direct action; articles on the preservation of wilder- 
ness and biological diversity; news and announce- 
ments about EF! and other radical environmental 
groups; investigative articles; critiques of the entire 
environmental movement; book and music re- 
views; essays exploring ecological theory and a 
sometimes-lively letters to the editor section. The 
Earth First! Journal is an essential forum for discus- 
sion within the Earth First! movement. It is meant 
to be bold, controversial, amusing and diverse in 
content and style. You won't find hard-hitting 
news like this anywhere else. 

The Earth First! Journal also markets t-shirts, stick- 
ers, music and books advancing the Earth First! 
message. All merchandise is available by mail order. 

For more info., visit www.earthfirstjournal.org. 


The EF! Direct Action Fund - 

Direct action requires courage, commitment, 
training and the ability to focus on urgent issues. 
It also requires money. Since 1985, the Earth First! 
Direct Action Fund has assisted in planning, coor- 
dinating and funding the frontline activists who 
are the backbone, indeed the heart and soul, of 
the Earth First! movement. Without this financial 
support, many actions would never get off the 
ground. The Earth First! Direct Action Fund pro- 
vides donations so that activists will have access 
to action resources: tools, climbing equipment, 
props, banners and transportation. 

With support from the Direct Action Fund, 
Earth Firstlers have "cracked" the Glen Can- 
yon dam on the Utah-Arizona border; occu- 
pied tiny platforms for weeks, months and 
even years to protect old-growth Dou- 
glas fir trees in Oregon, coastal red- 
woods in California and the Sitka spruce 
rainforests of the Canadian coast; bur- 
ied themselves up to their armpits to 
prevent roads from being cut into wil- 
derness areas in Idaho; locked them- 
selves to concrete-filled barrels at a nuclear 
plant under construction in Tennessee and 
snowshoed across treacherous terrain in British 
Columbia to videotape wolf hunting. Activists 
have frequently shown up dressed as bears, owls, 
sea turtles and trees in the offices of legislators and 
agencies to remind them to do their jobs. 

The Earth First! Direct Action Fund has no fancy 
office, no professional staff, and to avoid cumber- 
some and restricting regulations against free 
speech, no nonprofit status. This way, our meager 
resources can be put where they will do the most 
good — on the frontlines to defend the wild. 

So, if you can't be out there on the frontlines 
yourself, please help support someone who is by 
sending a contribution to the EF! Direct Action 
Fund, FOB 210, Canyon, CA 94516. 


Se puede encontrar una traduccion de 
esta pagina en www.earthfirstjoumal.org 
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Uprising in Ohio! 


by Whaley Mander 

Sean let me use a bike lock to attach myself to the desk 
at the US Office of Surface Mining (OSM). Several thoughts 
run through my head. Why am I sitting here, neck squeezed 
uncomfortably, back aching, suits all around with smirks 
on their faces? Amused? Proud? Whose responsibility is it 
to stop the strip mine anyway? Mine by default. 

Why hadn't I practiced with the lock before the protest, 
in the truck with Joe as we discussed sound bites and 
stapled press packets? What a classless Earth Firstler I must 
seem, as it's taken me more than two minutes and the help 
of Dana to get myself securely locked down. The OSM 
secretary gawks at me with a mixture of disapproval and 
embarrassment. Another employee bends down 
to offer a word of support. 

"Lock it in front of you, so you can see 
what you're doing," Dana explains. Frus- 
trated, we try to shove the two pieces 
together, hoping that by some denial 
of physical reality the one would snap 
into the other. "This isn't working...." 

This wouldn't happen in Idaho or 
Clayoquot, I'm thinking. If these bu- 
reaucrats wanted to, they could have 
made this job much more difficult. 

Each second might be critical.... 

But they had been taken by 
surprise; this was probably the first 
time that they'd had their office taken over by the likes of 
us. "This stuff is not supposed to happen in Ohio, " thought 
the OSM. "People's lives are either too busy or dull to really 
care." In time, the lock jammed together. 

Ohio will be silent no longer. The Buckeye Forest Coun- 
cil, which is the Ohio extension of Heartwood, has taken 
on the agencies and profiteers who are responsible for the 
plunder of our state. It's a struggle because so little of what 
is really Ohio is left to protect. The chestnut, once domi- 
nant in these Central Heartwoods, is all but gone. With it, 
we lost our elk, bison, wolves, bears, mollusks, salamanders. 
And that is why the protection of what is left is so crucial. 

In December, the Buckeye Forest Council, with the help of 
Greenpeace and Earth Firstlers, demonstrated at the OSM in 
opposition to a proposed 1,800-acre strip mine in the 
Wayne National Fragment (managed by the same Freddies 


who have brought Ohio clearcuts, oil wells and ORV trails 
aplenty). The Wayne is the only national forest in the East 
to allow strip mining, due in part to the incompetence of the 
likes of the OSM and the US Forest Service. 

The mining should not even have been an issue, because 
of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977 (SMCRA or "smackra"), which prohibits such mining 
on public lands. As with many of our half-assed, half- 
implemented laws, the loopholes pass the buck to often- 
inept agencies. In this case, SMCRA allows those with 
"valid existing rights" (VER) to hold their deeds to the 
minerals under the land. Sixteen years later, the govern- 
ment has still not rendered a definition of VER. The result 
is that these rights have been tied up in the courts and 
linger as a constant threat to public lands. 
Belville Mining Company of Ohio pos- 
sessed some of these sub-surface rights 
(wrongs). Belville's deed, which expired in 
1989, afforded it a five-year exten- 
sion only if it was engaged in com- 
mercial mining operations between 
1984 and 1989. Although the land 
was not mined, and the language of 
the deed was not met, OSM granted 
that Belville had VER and could still 
mine the land. 

In the takeover of the OSM Columbus 
office, we learned that the folks employed 
there ("90 percent of us are environmentalists; we don't 
want to see this") have their hands tied, and they are 
receiving orders from above in Pennsylvania. OSM's lack of 
control at the local level leads us to assume that this 
direction can only be part of a greater scheme to open up 
more public lands for strip mining. 

The devastation of Ohio's ecosystems has come and gone 
and come again. And without much of anything left to 
admire, most Ohioans lack the vision that seems much more 
prevalent in the West. The Wildlands Project is incompre- 
hensible to most in our stripped, cut and poisoned state. ("We 
got zoos, don't we?") But we struggle on. We are convinced 
that the abuses must stop here, and growing numbers 
(including the Sierra Club and Greenpeace) are uniting with 
the likes of us, committed to preserving the Wayne. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for five dollars 
each. Order our near-complete, 24-year set for $500. 
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dear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


Wild and Free 


If Everyone in Phoenix.... 

One-hundred million vertebrates 
die 

Every year on the highways 
of America. 

Frogs and Mountain Lions 
Bears 

and Snakes. 

Ravens 
Meadowlarks 
Bannertail Rats 

Deer solemn 
Javelina skittering 
Coyotes and their babes 

Raccoons and Barn Owls 
Baby Quail 
Turkey Vultures — 
oh, you Buddha birds.... 

Divvied up evenly 
each state 
kills 

two million. 

Every year. 


Who has the right 

to cut down the ancient trees? 
Who has the right 

to steal these mysteries? 

Who has the right 

to take the air we breathe? 

The Earth does not belong to man 
Keep it wild and free 

Who has the right 

to push aside the owl? 

Who took the rights 

from salmon and Rainbow Trout? 
Where are these rights 

when people over-crowd? 

The Earth does not belong to man 
Keep it wild and free 

Where is the hawk? 

Where did the eagle go? 

Where is the bear, 

the deer and antelope? 

What does it mean 
to sell our very soul? 

The Earth does not belong to man, 
Keep it wild and free. 

— Erik Olaf 


If everyone in Phoenix 

were a non-human vertebrate 

and everyone died 

each year, 

and it happened 

in every state, 

we would get 

the idea. 

We could all stay home.... 

— Djinn 
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Mantis 


The stylish, long green bug 

made it 

all the way 

across the office 

over the 

digital/wooden 

and cement 

terrain 

as silent 

and undetected 

as a belly-crawling survivor 

of 

Verdun 
until his 

supplicating pose 
and sheer green elan 
were 

discovered 
a scant 
two inches 

from my publisher's neck 
after alighting 
on her 
chair 

He was greeted 
with a chorus 
of surprise 
and 
delight 

his emerald presence 
reacted to 
as if we'd seen 
a wolf 

in the cul-de-sac 



there was something 

indefatigable 

in him 

that was 

already 

missed 

nothing to do 
now 
but wait 
for that wolf 
after all 

— mlw 9/2004 



Send poems to: 
Warrior Poets Society 



POB 14501 

Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 


FortheConeflowers 


It was then 
I realized 
how starved 
we are 
for the wild 
for true surprise 

for not-special-effects 

And when 

the mantis all rights reserved to the authors 

was ported 
into the backyard 
under the wasp nest 
just north 
of the spider webs 


For thousands of years 

The Midwest sun woke to prairie. 

For hundreds of years 
These coneflowers have breathed here 
Knowing searing summer's heat 
And fires 

Knowing wolves and bison 
Knowing a long, hard day 
Where relentless winter sleep is night 
And now they're all that remain 
Of all that remains 

Of the flickering remnant of railroad prairie. 
Mowed for the "safety" of bicyclists 
The prairie is fading into thickening teasel, 
Which the cyclists assume is a prairie plant. 
This is getting dangerous. 

— -Jenny McBride 
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Wildly Successful in the 

Klamath-Siskiyou 


by Tim Ream 

When George W. Bush 
claimed the US presidency 
four years ago, forest de- 
fenders across the board 
predicted unprecedented 
destruction of healthy for- 
est ecosystems. In the Pa- 
cific Northwest, that dire 
prediction has not come 
true, apparently for one 
overriding reason: Cutting 
ancient forest is largely il- 
legal. The Klamath-Siskiyou 
region of northern Califor- 
nia and southern Oregon 
has recently been the site 
of several sweeping legal 
victories. 

In November, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 
San Francisco, California, 
stopped four timber sales 
and ordered the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) 
to examine cumulative im- 
pacts from logging before 
allowing any more cutting. This decision derailed the 
Medford BLM's plans to log extensively in the Little Butte 
Creek area near Mount McLoughlin in southern Oregon. 
The same court also overturned pro-logging federal Judge 
Michael Hogan of Eugene in yet another decision, ruling 
that BLM Environmental Assessments "do not provide 
sufficient information to permit meaningful public scru- 
tiny" of the logging proposals, nor "a reasonably thorough 
assessment of the projects' cumulative impacts." 

The ruling, Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center (KS Wild) 
v. BLM, sets a precedent for a number of western states. A 
stymied and flustered BLM admits that having to look at 
cumulative impacts changes everything — it won't be nearly 
so easy for agencies to draw a little circle around logging 
"project areas" and ignore the outside impacts. 

Forest defenders recently achieved another important 
court victory in the Timbered Rock area, where the Elk 
Creek watershed was set to be "salvage logged" this Sum- 
mer by the same Medford BLM. In 2002, this area burned 
in a familiar pattern. According to the Oregon Department 
of Forestry, areas with trees more than 200 years old 
experienced 1 0 percent mortality. Areas with trees younger 
than 35 years (i.e., plantations) burned with 100 percent 
tree mortality. 

Federal Judge Anne Aitken found that the BLM's attempt 
to log the big trees in Elk Creek were "arbitrary, capricious 
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and otherwise not in accor- 
dance with the law." A 
slamdunk for KS Wild and 
the five other plaintiffs. 

It is not just the BLM that 
is feeling the wrath of the 
courts. In October, a ruling 
in KS Wild v. US Forest Ser- 
vice (USFS) was handed 
down by a federal court in 
Sacramento, California. 
The USFS had sought to log 
ancient forest in the Beaver 
Creek watershed in the Kla- 
math National Forest. The 
court found that "the USFS 
violated the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act by ar- 
bitrarily and capriciously 
disregarding and discount- 
ing" the project's impacts. 

Perhaps the biggest vic- 
tory for northwest forests 
came earlier this Fall in a 
Ninth Circuit decision fa- 
voring the Gifford Pinchot 
Task Force and others. Ac- 
tivists had sued to protect 
habitat areas designated as "critical" under the Endan- 
gered Species Act (ESA). For years, the government has 
issued permits to logging companies to ignore the ESA in 
these areas, destroying critical habitat and killing endan- 
gered species. Ruling against the widespread practice of 
issuing "take permits," the court instructed the USFS that 
the ESA is meant "not merely to forestall the extinction of 
a species but to allow a species to recover to a point where 
it may be delisted." 

Encouraged by this victory, forest watch groups are now 
reviewing critical habitat maps throughout the Northwest. 
Agencies appear to have delayed projects likely to be 
affected by this precedent-setting ruling. No one can be 
sure how far the courts will take this ruling, but it could 
shut down a great number of timber sales now in planning. 

These legal victories have serious implications for forest 
activists in a second Bush term. The slow rate of cutting thus 
far is not for a lack of trying on the administration's part. 
The pressure these next four years will be even greater. 

Our most important goal will be to hold onto the laws 
that we already have. Nationally, that means the ESA. There 
are attempts to gut the act every year. The most recent 
attempt was just turned back in mid-November during 
budget negotiations. 

In the West, we have a second hazard looming on the 
horizon. Oregon Senator Gordon Smith plans to propose a 



The wild Illinois River running through the Biscuit fire area 


bill that would require that all na- 
tional forest areas must be logged and 
converted to plantations within two 
years of a fire. Of course, every acre of 
western forest has burned and will 
burn again. Therefore, every wild for- 
est outside Wilderness would sooner 
or later be lost to tree cropping. In 
fact, just like the 9,000-acre arson fire 
at Warner Creek in 1991, there will be 
incentives to undo environmental 
protections with the strike of a match. 

In the Pacific Northwest, we will 
face a third major threat. The 1994 
Northwest Forest Plan promised that 
owls would be protected and that 
the timber industry would get a lot 
of timber. Neither has happened. 

Spotted owls are in steep decline and 
the industry has only been given a 
small fraction of what was prom- 
ised. There will be intense industry 
pressure to revisit the plan to further 
loosen protections. 

Our movement to protect the last wild forests in the US 
must be prepared to defend these imperfect laws. They will 
certainly not be getting any better for a while. That defense 
will happen in the political arena, where our actions can 
affect outcomes. 


In the case of the ESA, we already 
have broad public support. We will 
need to watch Congress and be ready 
to fly into action nationwide when 
the attacks come. In the case of 
Smith's salvage law, our work is 
harder. We have to accelerate our 
decades-long effort to help the pub- 
lic understand that thinning around 
communities is the best preparation, 
but that forest fires are natural and 
inevitable. Fire doesn't destroy a for- 
est, but logging does. In general, we 
need to articulate the essential fact 
that logging ancient forests is all but 
illegal. Yet despite the will of the 
public and the courts, the BLM and 
| USFS continue to provide corporate 
handouts of old-growth trees. 

As all forest activists know, all of our 
victories are temporary, all of our losses 
are permanent. Despair and fear are 
rampant, but if we let our guard down 
now, the game is over. Every day that a 
forest stands, it is that much closer to the day that this whole 
ugly system collapses under the weight of its own greed and 
shortsightedness. Four more years. 

Tim Ream will celebrate 10 years defending forests with EF! 
at the Round River Rendezvous on Mt. Hood this Summer. 



Near Fiddler Mountain in the wild Siskiyou 


Mildly Successful at the Biscuit 


Last Summer, the US Forest Service 
(USFS) released a plan to convert 1 9,000 
acres of ancient forest to plantation 
within the perimeter of the 2002 Bis- 
cuit fire in southern Oregon. Beyond 
that acreage, through a "categorical 
exclusion" from environmental re- 
view, itmanaged todestroy l,000acres 
of burned Biscuit forest. The areas 
logged were deemed "roadside haz- 
ards" but often included in- 
ventoried roadless areas and 
ancient forest reserves. 

The 19,000 acres left to be 
logged remain under legal re- 
view. In September, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals is- 
sued a temporary injunction 
preventing cutting in ancient 
forest reserves. This successful 
court action appears to have 
backed the USFS off of inven- 
toried roadless areas, thereby 
taking about 15,000 acres off 
the table for now. To appear 
"reasonable" to the public and 
politicians, environmental 


groups involved at Biscuit chose to 
let 4,000 acres be logged without a 
legal fight. 

That was not reasonable enough for 
Oregon Senator Gordon Smith, 
though. In October, he threatened to 
attach a "rider" to a spending bill that 
would have closed the courthouse 
doors to defenders of the forest. If 
passed, it would have thrown out all 


environmental review and mandated 
the cutting of the entire project. 

A rapid, thorough and sustained cam- 
paign to fight the rider was successful 
in late November. Each of the four 
major daily newspapers in Oregon edi- 
torialized against Smith. A huge vol- 
ume of phone calls flooded his and 
Senator Ron Wyden's offices. For now, 
the rider threat is diminished. 

The Horse Timber Sale of 
the Biscuit Project, however, 
has been cut. Indi, former site 
of an EF! rendezvous and a 
July direct action, is being cut. 
Flat Top, site of a 2003 Memo- 
rial Day rendezvous, has just 
been purchased. More sales 
comprising the 4,000 acres are 
on the way. As this issue of 
the Journal goes to press, a 
breakaway set of environmen- 
tal groups is preparing to file a 
lawsuit to stop these and other 
timber sales that have been 
compromised away by the rest 
of the movement. 
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The Strange Case of National Coal 

The Struggle Continues! 



BY JOHN JOHNSON 

In late September, Katuah Earth First! (KEF!) set its sights 
on a new company called National Coal Corporation (NCC), 
after NCC purchased mineral rights, equipment and permits 
from the Robert Clear Corporation for the disastrous moun- 
tain range removal project at Zeb Mountain in Campbell 
County, Tennessee (see EF!f November-December 2004). 
Mountain range removal is a mining practice in which 
entire mountains are literally blown up and dumped into 
ad j acent valleys to scrape off 
the coal underneath. 

KEF! held a small protest 
on October 3, with about 
five folks holding signs in 
front of NCC's office in 
Knoxville. Action alerts cir- 
culated around the country 
calling for folks to contact 
NCC every Monday in Oc- 
tober to express disapproval 
with mountain range re- 
moval and all destructive 
methods of strip mining. 

On October 8, two ‘differ- 
ent KEF! activists awoke to 
find auxiliary sheriff's depu- 
ties delivering lawsuit pa- 
pers and a Temporary 
Restraining Order (TRO). 

The TRO banned all known and unknown members of 
KEF! from contacting or protesting NCC or from coming 
on any of its property. In the legal documents, NCC 
employees lied and claimed that protesters had waved 
"bludgeons" and blocked traffic. NCC also claimed to have 
been verbally threatened by callers and in email messages. 

On October 15, NCC vs. KEF! came to Knoxville Chan- 
cery Court. NCC's lawyer, Charles Kite (also a shareholder 
in the company), dramatically dropped a 1.5-foot-tall 
stack of printed email messages on the table and claimed 


that they had been sent to the company on the previous 
day. He also claimed that NCC had been receiving hun- 
dreds of phone calls at the office, interfering with the 
employees' ability to get work done. 

KEF!'s lawyers successfully thwarted NCC's attempt to 
link KEF! activists with specific threats, and Kite literally 
threw up his hands and said "I give up." The judge threw 
out the TRO, but she allowed the lawsuit for a permanent 
injunction and damages (for supposed security costs and 
lost time) to proceed. NCC has hired a high-powered 

attorney from Nashville and 
has presented some very in- 
trusive questions to the ac- 
tivists as part of the 
"discovery" process. These 
questions include demands 
for mailing lists, bank ac- 
count information, access 
to computers and admis- 
sions that KEF! harassed the 
company. The funny thing 
is, although i circulated the 
original alert, NCC jumped 
to sue us so fast, i never got 
a chance to make a call my- 
self! This lawsuit is obvi- 
ously a Strategic Lawsuit 
Against Public Participation 
(SLAPP). It is designed to 
make people afraid to ex- 
press their views on mountain range removal. 

Meanwhile, a student group from Kingsport held a 
candlelight vigil in front of NCC Chief Executive Officer 
Jon Nix's house at 3127 Keller Bend Road in Knoxville on 
the evening of October 10. They held signs, shouted at the 
house for more than an hour and left a banner in the 
driveway reading, "Hands Off Zeb Mountain." 

Then, on the night of October 18, Hillbillys from Hell 
held a boisterous protest at Nix’s home. This time, things 
got weird. Nix came out shouting and got his neighbors to 


l he Hitlbillys pom Hell aint no liberal bullshit 


Coal Contacts 


Please contact the following and 
express your disapproval of mountain 
range removal and all other forms of 
destructive mining (and be smart 
about it!). 

•National Coal Corporation (NCC), 
8915 George Williams Rd, Knoxville, 
TN 37923; (866) 703-COAL; (865) 691- 
9982 (fax); info@nationalcoal.com; 
www. nationalcoal .com. 

•Crestview Capital Funds (invests 


in NCC), 95 Revere Dr, Ste A, 
Northbrook, IL 60062; (847) 559- 
0060; (847) 559-5807 (fax); 

www.crestviewcap.com. 

•Cunningham & Company (NCC's 
public relations firm), 730 W 
Randolph St, Sixth Floor, Chicago, IL 
60661; (312) 876-1070; (312) 454-0261 
(fax); www.cunninghamcomp.com. 

•Massey Energy Company (de- 
stroys mountains in West Virginia 


and Kentucky; viciously anti-union), 
4 N Fourth St, Richmond, VA 23219; 
(888) 424-2417; (804) 788-1870 (fax); 
www.masseyenergyco.com. 

•West Virginia Coal Association, 
POB 3923, Charleston, WV 25339; 
(304) 342-4153; (304) 342-7651 (fax); 
www.wvcoal.com. 

•Friends of Coal, POB 3923, Charles- 
ton, WV 25339; (866) 982-2625; 
www.friendsofcoal.org. 
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help block the road, preventingthe 15-plus protesters 
from leaving. Knox County sheriffs arrived and be- 
gan to question the protesters. Nix reportedly ranted 
about threats and bombs, and eventually, three men 
claiming to be FBI agents (but who "forgot" their 
government identification) arrived and also began 
questioning the activists. Apparently, both Nix and 
Kite claim that someone left "explosive devices" in 
their mailboxes. The claim seems suspect because 
there has been no media coverage, no Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms agents or postal in- 
spector presence and, tellingly, no harassment of 
KEF! activists by the federal government. 

NCC is aggressively moving into the mining busi- 
ness in southern Appalachia. Its website brags about 
recent land and mineral rights purchases — 77,000 
acres in East Tennessee and another 40,000 acres in 
southeastern Kentucky. Rumor has it that NCC also 
has the inside track to mine the Tennessee Valley 
Authority's Koppers Coal Reserve. To quote NCC's 
website: "The majority of this property has been 
mined minimally over the last 100 years or so, but to 
nowhere near the extent to which NCC plans on 
mining it." 

NCC is already engaged in large-scale clearcutting 
of the forests on its land. Presumably, the wood is 
being sold to International Paper's Royal Blue Chip 
Mill, a facility renowned for its role in the destruction 
of Tennessee's forests and a past target of KEF!. 

Recently, members of KEF! and several student and 
community groups met with coalfield residents and 
activists in West Virginia. We saw Massey Energy's 
coal preparation facility 100 yards or so away from an 
elementary school. This school also sits under a valley 
fill and billion-gallon sludge pond. If the valley fill 
and dam fail, the school and everyone downstream is 
doomed. After viewing the effects of this kind of coal 
mining in West Virginia, we decided that an even 
more apt name for it than mountaintop removal is 
"mountain range removal." Typically, the industry is 
trying to change the name to "peak reduction." 

While in West Virginia, KEF! and other groups 
began discussions for "Mountain Justice Summer." 
Inspired by Freedom Summer in the South in 1964 
and Redwood Summer in California in 1990, KEF! 
hopes to bring environmental and human rights 
activists to the coal fields of Appalachia to support 
our homegrown resistance to mountain range re- 
moval. KEF!, Mountain Justice, the Rising Up! Collec- 
tive and Coal River Mountain Watch are in the 
beginning stages of organizing. We want to invite 
traveling activists, concerned citizens, residents of 
Appalachia and others to get involved in the defense 
of our mountains. We envision a summer of educa- 
tion, advocacy and nonviolent direct action across 
the coal fields of Appalachia. Join us. 

For more information, contact katuah@riseup.net. 

john johnson is a longtime member of KEF! who loves 
the mountains, forests and waters of Appalachia and 
detests the fear-mongering, greedy cowards in the coal and 
paper industries who would destroy them. 



Activist Tragedy in Appalachia 


Activists Sue Daniels and Niklan Jones-Lezama were re- 
ported missing on November 1 8, after police found their cars 
at the site of Daniels’ burning cabin near Blacksburg, Vir- 
ginia. The sheriff's office investigated the fire but despite 
evidence to the contrary, it concluded that Daniels and 
Jones-Lezama had gone to the annual anti-School of the 
Americas protest in Georgia. 

Friends of Daniels' obtained permission to do their own 
search and found Jones-Lezama's body on the morning of 
November 20. His wrists had been slit, and there was a knife 
nearby. At that point, the state began a large-scale, highly 
professional search. The search was called off when the 
medical examiner reported that remains found in the burnt 
cabin, which county authorities had previously identified as 
a "stray dog," were instead human remains. 

"I am getting calls from colleagues... all over the world 
who knew [Daniels] and her work," said Jeff Walters, a 
professor in the Virginia Tech biology department. "Her 
passing will be viewed as a tragedy in the fields of wildlife 
and conservation biology. She was a brilliant scientist, and 
I think it is important that this be pointed out." 

Both Daniels and Jones-Lezama had served federal prison 
sentences in 2001 for trespassing on Fort Benning, the 
notorious base where many Latin American death squad 
leaders are trained. They had recently attended events op- 
posing mountain range removal, and Daniels was helping to 
organize the upcoming Mountain Justice Summer. 

Jones-Lezama had worked with several social justice orga- 
nizations, including the Coalition for Justice in Central 
America, and he had traveled to Haiti and Nicaragua as part 
of relief efforts. 

Friends of the two suspect the case to be a murder-suicide. 
Jones-Lezama was obsessed with Daniels, and she had set up 
a support network to deal with his unwanted attention. 

Activists across Appalachia are dismayed and saddened by 
the loss of these two activists. For more information, visit 
www.richmond.indymedia.org; www.tnimc.org. 
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RESERVEAMERICA 

They’ve Sucked the Joy Right Out of Camping 


by Jessie 

I've been to the same state forest 
campground two to four times a year 
for about eight years now. A lovely, 
peaceful place, Pinewoods is tucked 
away in the Southern Kettle Morrain 
State Forest in southeastern Wiscon- 
sin. In the past, you just found a site 
that you liked that wasn't taken, 
filled out a slip, paid 
the ranger and set up 
camp. Three years ago 
or so, they changed that. 

There were still a few 
non-reservable sites 
that you could show 
up and camp in, but for 
the most part, you had 
to make reservations 
ahead of time through 
a Canadian company 
called Reserve America. 

I've done it a few times 
now, and the fees 
weren't too bad (four or 
five dollars). 

After what happened 
last Summer though, it 
is my firm belief that 
ReserveAmerica sucks. I'll 
never do business with 
ReserveAmerica again. 

When we went to the 
ranger station in June, 
they told us that they 
no longer have any sites 
that can be reserved in person and 
that all reservations are now made 
through ReserveAmerica. Fair enough. 
Using a website to reserve a campsite is 
progress, and I like progress. So I went 
to ReserveAmerica's website and made 
my reservation. I winced as I paid the 
$9.50 reservation fee it tacked onto 
my bill. That's more than the eight 
dollars a night it takes to camp there in 
the first place! (I found out later that 
its parent company also owns 
Ticketmaster, so go figure.) So I paid 
the $25.50 for two nights and the fee, 
and I got really excited thinking about 
our upcoming camping trip. 
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Toward the end of the following 
week, for unforeseeable reasons of 
family illness, we realized that there 
was just no way we'd be able to go 
camping in three days as planned. I 
called ReserveAmerica to reschedule 
our reservations, which its website 
says you may do up to three days 
ahead of time. However, the young 
lady I spoke with informed me that 


we could not, in fact, reschedule be- 
cause it was technically about an hour 
past the three days. We'd have to 
cancel the first reservation and then 
make new reservations. 

I knew that the $9.50 fee was non- 
refundable, and I told her that it was 
okay. She replied, "No, there's the 
$9.50 non-refundable fee, and an- 
other five dollar cancellation fee, and 
then there's the...." At that point, I 
was too shocked to process anything 
else. Basically, the fees totaled $22.50, 
and I had paid $25.50 originally, 
so my refund would be a whopping 
three dollars. 


That’s roughly a 90 percent penalty 
fee for canceling the reservation, even 
though I hadn't wanted to cancel at 
all, simply to reschedule. Shocked, I 
tried to politely inquire about what 
could be done to rectify this already 
disappointing situation and was told 
"absolutely nothing." 

At this point, I'm no longer disap- 
pointed; I'm just feeling irate. I said 
something to the effect 
of, "So you're telling me 
that I'm not allowed to 
reschedule, and there's 
no real reason except 
'that's how we do it, 
sorry, there are no ex- 
ceptions.'" Because 
ReserveAmerica forces 
you to cancel instead of 
letting you reschedule, 
I had to pay $13 in 
cancellation fees in 
addition to the $9.50 
non-returnable fee? 

I mean, come on! I 
understand that there 
are rules and all, but this 
just seems ridiculous! I 
asked if there was any- 
one else who would be 
able to authorize it, and 
she said that I could ask 
the customer service 
department, but they 
would definitely say no 
so it wouldn't do any 
good (and they have kind of a long 
wait time today). 

But she'd be happy to refund my 
three dollars, and then I would just 
have to pay another non-refundable 
$9.50 fee to make another reservation 
right away, plus the eight dollars a 
night (that I already paid, darn it) 
bringing my total to $25.50, and would 
I like to do that now on the phone? 

I told her to leave the reservation as 
it stood and hung up, seething and 
wondering how many campgrounds 
I’d be forced to boycott now. I went to 
the website and logged into my ac- 
count so I could look up the exact 



Being forced to deal with ReserveAmerica to camp 
in our forests is pretty much the equivalent of 
selling your soul to Satan at gunpoint. 



policies that she had referenced, but I 
found that she had gone ahead and 
deleted the reservation — even though 
I had told her to forget it. She did 
refund my three dollars when she 
canceled it. 

If there's one thing I've learned from 
this ordeal, it's that I really truly hate 
ReserveAmerica, and I never want to 
give it another cent of my hard-earned 
money. Never again will I go to a 
campground that forces you to use 
ReserveAmerica because quite frankly, 
it sucks. 

I've decided that I'll use my angry 
energy constructively and ask people 
to join me in boycotting all camp- 
grounds that use ReserveAmerica un- 
til it rethinks its policies. I just can't 
help thinking that there has to be a 
better system than the one currently 
in place. 

I love camping with all of my heart 
and soul. It makes me feel happy and 
alive, but ReserveAmerica just sucked 
the joy right out of it for me. I find it 
completely disheartening that our state 
forests are only accessible by doing 
business with ReserveAmerica. 

The only reason I'm even ranting on 
about this is that I'm really heartbro- 
ken. Pinewoods was my favorite place 
in the entire world. My sanctuary, if 
you will. Once again, something re- 
ally amazing and beautiful is now ru- 
ined for the people who loved and 
supported it, and somebody else is 
profiting off of that fact. 

Please, I beg you, don't ever use 
ReserveAmerica. Being forced to deal 
with ReserveAmerica to camp in our 
forests is pretty much the equivalent of 
selling your soul to Satan at gunpoint. 

For more information, visit 
www.reserveamericasucks.com. 

Jessie is the owner of Green Web 
Design in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
www.greenwebdesign.com. She is also a 
technical analyst and webmaster for 
a large software company. Jessie, her hus- 
band Bob and their two-year-old black 
lab live to camp, hike and play in the 
sunshine whenever possible. 




Can’t See the Forest for the Fees 


Fee Demo on Steroids 

The controversial Recreational Fee Demonstration Program has been widely 
expanded and given 10 more years of life, thanks to a rider forced through by 
Representative Ralph Regula of Ohio in a lame duck session of Congress. 

On Saturday, November 20, Congress passed the Omnibus Appropria- 
tions Bill, as required to prevent the government from shutting down. 
Regula, the original architect of Fee Demo, had attached his Fee Demo 
expansion as a rider to this vital bill. When the bill goes into effect at the 
beginning of Fiscal Year 2005, all recreational users of land managed by the 
US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and Bureau of Reclamation will be required to pay access fees (see 
EF!J September-October 2004). The Fee Demo program has been renamed 
the Recreation Access Tax. 

Fee Demo has been widely opposed by hundreds of organizations, state 
legislatures, county governments and rural Americans. Critics charge that 
Regula, who has no public lands in his district, does not care what impact 
the Recreation Access Tax will have on people in the West. 

Drivers, owners and occupants of vehicles failing to display a daily or 
annual access pass will be presumed guilty of violating the law, with the 
government under no obligation to prove their guilt. Noncompliance with 
the fee will be a federal crime carrying a sentence of up to six months in 
prison and a $5,000 fine. Annual "America the Beautiful" access passes are 
expected to cost $85-$ 100. 

Although Regula had initially gotten a Fee Demo expansion bill passed by 
the House of Representatives in September, it was never successfully intro- 
duced into the Senate. Regula's later attempts to introduce a Fee Demo rider 
in the Senate also met no success — until he struck a deal with Alaska Senator 
Ted Stevens. Stevens agreed to introduce the rider in exchange for Regula's 
funding a road project in a remote community in Alaska. Regula is expected 
to become the next chair of the House Appropriations Committee. 

"This was a victory of pork over principle," said Robert Funkhouser, 
president of the Western Slope No-Fee Coalition. "[Regula] and Senator 
Stevens have sold out America's heritage of public lands for the price of a road. " 

For more information, visit www.wildwilderness.org. 
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We are 




by Kirsten Anderberg 

There is something about righteous defiance. It has a 
power that is greater than the sum of its parts. As Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, "When you are right, you 
cannot be too radical; when you are wrong, you cannot be 
too conservative." Or as Gil Scott Heron said, "If you don't 
stand for something, you'll go for anything." 

As I feel the icy winds of the 
Bush administration blowing 
down my back as an outspoken 
activist and independent jour- 
nalist, I find I am becoming only 
more resolute in my beliefs and 
my strength to speak until they 
gag me. During my lifetime, I 
have witnessed many people risk- 
ing their own personal safety for 
what they believe. I have also 
watched many of those people 
mowed down in senseless deaths 
early in life. But as Holly Near 
sings, "You can kill a man, but 
not a song, when it's heard the 
whole world round." 

Near wrote that line in the 
1970s for Victor Jara, the famous 
Chilean folksinger and activist. 

In 1973, Chilean President 
Augusto Pinochet had Jara's hands 
broken in his final moments, taunting 
him in public to play his guitar with 
broken hands. But Jara then started sing- 
ing magnificently, a song of the people’s 
power, until the government machine- 
gunned him to death. Near continues in her 
song saying, "It could have been me, but 
instead it was you, so I'll keep doing the 
work you were doing, as if I am two." 

In the Winter of 1943, seven prison- 
ers at the Nazi death camp Treblinka 
dug a tunnel from their barracks to the 
outside of Treblinka's first fence. The 
guards pursued the escapees, following 
their footprints in the snow. One pris- 
oner did escape, but the rest were 
caught, tortured and hung. The last prisoner to die 
shouted political statements from the gallows. It is this 
lack of fear, right up to death, that haunts me when I fear 
risking my little bit of American safety and security for 
issues like world famine, war, the environment and free 
trade. I feel a responsibility to those who died without 
fear. So what if goons in riot gear paid by the state want 
to assault me for speaking out? I feel an obligation to go 
on, "as if I were two." 



I watched Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King, Jr. in 
jail. Both won Nobel Peace Prizes in the end. I watched the 
police who beat Rodney King on television walk free and the 
resultant riots that had to happen. I watch now as George W. 
Bush tears my country and the world to shreds. I have begun 
to feel that there is no room for fear as an American. Not with 
this blood on our hands. No justice, no peace. For real. 

This is the time to be that metaphoric defiant and brave 

teenager, unafraid of 
your parents' threats 
and wrath. This is not 
about your personal 
safety anymore. This 
is about the safety of 
the world. This is about 
disease, pollution and 
the degradation of the 
Earth for a few rich 
families. This is about 
American gluttony and 
American cowardice. 

Americans are afraid 
to take action. They are 
afraid to stand up for 
what they know is right 
the moment that riot 
police show up with big sticks 
and chemical weaponry. The powers that 
be know this — that is why they send the cops 
out there in that armor. Yet when I see that 
militarism against free speech on American streets, 
it only strengthens my resolve. And I am not alone. 

I remember being a teenager and figuring out that 
the whole authority game had limits. For instance, 
once I was "grounded," meaning that I could not use 
the phone, do anything after school or see my friends. 
Kind of the type of thing that the government has 
sentenced Sherman Austin to, now that he is out of 

jail. Austin is "grounded" 
with respect to his "anar- 
chist" friends and the use of 
his computer and the Inter- 
net. So I remember being 1 6 
and being grounded. My 
dad was twisted and enjoyed 
his authority. The phone 
rang in my bedroom while I was grounded. I was amazed 
that my dad had left it connected. I picked the phone up 
and discovered that he had left the phone intact but had 
taken out the part that you talk Into. I could hear my 
friends, but they could not hear me. Twisted. 

I remember thinking that I was already in as much 
trouble as I supposedly could be in. I was expelled from 
school; I was grounded. Then it hit me. If I snuck out and 
defied the punishment, all they could do, basically, was 



You cannot control people who are not 
afraid. You cannot control people who 
have replaced that fear with anger. 
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expand the grounding — which I was already defying! I In Anne Cameron's Child of Her People, she describes 
remember thinking that they could beat me and kill me, leaving one's body to avoid letting the white men rape her 
but that was about where we had gotten to. If I did not soul along with her body. She describes that feeling I have 
mind them and did not follow their punishments for really felt and expressed, that the worst they can do is kill me. "She 
stupid things, all they could do was laud on more meaning- looked at them and knew she could only die, that was all, 
less punishments that I would not obey or escalate it to that was the worst thing anybody or anything could ever do 
physical violence to try to control me. And the violence to her. And if she died, so what? She only lived inside her 
just made me hate them more. When my dad threatened body and her body was not her. If they killed the body, so 
to "beat me bloody blue," I remember thinking, "You just what; she would become something else, or she would be or 
go for it, you sick bastard." You cannot control people become nothing— it didn't matter." 

who are not afraid. You cannot control people who There is a point where the soul has to disengage 

have replaced that fear with anger. ^ to endure, as Cameron describes Jails are one of 

My mom used to say that the time to fear the places this occurs. Poverty is another one 

civil unrest is when the people have nothing to °f these soul-disengaging situations. Rape is 

lose. That is very true. At this point in my life, ^ *■ another. Once people have learned how to 

I see the Bush administration's use of riot disengage their souls when being abused 

squads with machine guns in the streets to . by the powers that be, the powers 

silence real free speech in the same way I that be lose traction rapidly. This 

saw my parents' ridiculous punishments K is the breeding ground for 

for doing nothing dangerous as a kid. It k jj, anarchy. This lack of fear, 

does not scare me; it enrages me. And mixed with sincere and righ- 



just like I realized that the worst my 
parents could do was beat and kill me, 

I realize the worst that the Bush admin- 
istration can do is jail and torture me. 
Since I was raised in poverty and have 
little to lose, I can tell you that I am as 
defiant against the USA PATRIOT Act 
and Bush's vision for the world as I was 
against my groundings as a teen. And 
like my mom said, those with the least 
to lose are the most dangerous. 


teous hatred of abusive and 
brutal authority, is as old as 
humans. Mix that with some 
hopelessness and nothing left 
to lose, and you have raw 
power. This is the cocktail 
that Bush and his cronies 
have brewed for the world. 

Kirsten Anderberg is an ac- 
tivist journalist based in the 
Pacific Northwest. 
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ing their campaigns by following their 
lead and not telling them what they 
need to do, we can begin to build trust 
and a real friendship. 

We also need to be polite and sensitive 
to the cultural differences that exist both 
in our camp and in theirs. I can't tell you 
how many times I've been embarrassed 
and outraged at the audacity and igno- 
rance demonstrated at various gather- 
ings and events. Like that time at the '95 
EF! Activist Conference when some 
people thought it would be cool to have 
a "party sweatlodge" with beer and other 
drugs brought into the sweat with no 
respect for the native religion or the 
native peoples at the conference who 
pointed out the sacrilege. I remember I 
was told during the Katuah EF! spon- 
sored Southeast Move Tour that we 
couldn't swing by a local co-op to get 
Ramona and Mario Africa some good 
organic food because "they're on our 


time." I insisted and we made the 
time. Then there was the time a bunch 
of white activists were dancing around 
all crazily at the Indigenous Environ- 
mental Network's Intertribal Dance 
Ceremony and had to be asked to leave 
the ceremony because it was so rude 
and disruptive. I could go on. 

To the movement's credit, I have 
also witnessed just as many amazing 
contributions made by a lot of genu- 
ine anti-racist white activists. But 
there's always room for improvement, 
myself included. I also appreciate the 
"resources for challenging white su- 
premacy." I've been sharing the list 
with my fellow prisoners. 

Hasta La Victoria! 

— Thomas "JJ" Hicks 
#18231058 
FCI McKern 
POB 8000 
Bradford, PA 16701 


continued from page 5 

Dear SFB, 

I'd like to thank you for running 
Puck's article in the Mabon issue re- 
garding racism and white supremacy 
within the movement and at the RRR 
(see £T//September-October 2004). But 
just as important, I'd like to thank 
Puck for writing it and persisting in 
her attempt to work with and educate 
the movement. The piece was articu- 
late and should be recognized as timely 
and beneficial. 

Solidaridad! Solidarity means your 
struggle is my struggle! That's a two- 
way street. The anarcho-enviro move- 
ment needs to do more than just enlist 
people of color into the ranks. We 
need to embrace and assist non- white 
people in their struggles as well, even 
if those issues seemingly have noth- 
ing to do with our own campaigns. It 
truly is all connected. And by assist- 
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Billy Cottrell 
Turns Snitch, 
Found Guilty 

BY ELP AND FBSN 

On November 19, William "Billy" Cottrell was convicted 
on eight of the nine counts he was charged with: one count 
of conspiracy to commit arson and seven counts of arson. 
He was accused of involvement in a series of Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) arsons that targeted SUV dealers in the Los 
Angeles, California, area in August 2003 (see EEV/May-June 
2004). Cottrell escaped the most serious charge, relating to 
the use of a destructive device during a "violent" crime. 


That charge, if convicted, would have carried a mandatory 
sentence of 30 years to life in prison. Sentencing is ex- 
pected on March 5. 

Unfortunately, on November 17, Cottrell took the wit- 
ness stand. During his testimony, he extensively detailed 
the alleged actions of others, identified pictures and placed 
the blame for the arsons solely on other individuals. The 
other individuals who Cottrell identified in court, Tyler 
Johnson and Michie Oe, are now sought by authorities. 

Due to Cottrell's testimony in court, his support net- 
work has been dissolved. Further explanation for this 
course of action is below. We urge people to do as much 
research as they can and come to their own decisions. 
Those of us previously involved with Cottrell's support 
network, while condemning him, are not among those 
calling for blood. There are many factors that shift full 
responsibility for this away from Cottrell, among them 
his diagnosis with Asperger's syndrome and his lack of 
prior activist history. With that said, we do not believe 
that he deserves any support or resources from an already 
strained movement. 

Undoubtedly, federal agencies will hold this conviction 
up as a victory in their war against "radical environmental- 
ism" and the ELF, but ultimately their conviction is against 
one individual who engaged in an ELF action, and no 
more. Cottrell was simply a kid who didn't like SUVs. That 
is where his involvement with the underground Earth 
Liberation movement began and ended. 

The following is a joint statement written by the former 
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On October 25 , Barry Saul Dickinson 
of Kent, England, was sentenced to 
fi\e months in prison after pleading 
guilty to misconduct in a public 
office. Between June 2002 and De- 
cember 2003, Dickinson used his 
employment at the Driver Vehicle Li- 
censing Agency (DVLA) to find out 
the home addresses of animal abusers 
and pass them on to animal 
liberationists. In spite of his jail 
sentence, Dickinson refused to tell 
authorities the names of the 
people he had given information. 

Activists working to close the 
notorious Darley Oaks Guinea Pig 
Farm in Newchurch provided 
Dickinson with the license plate 
numbers of cars visiting the farm, 
which they allegedly obtained by 
hiding, camouflaged, along the 
road. Dickinson then used DVLA 
computer records to look up the 
home addresses of 13 people, 


including farm employees and friends 
of the farm's owners. According to Dave 
Bird of the Staffordshire police depart- 
ment, "Four of the 13 addresses passed 
on were subjected to criminal damage — 
windows smashed, paint daubed on cars 
and one house was subjected to having 
a water hosepipe put through the 
letterbox." 


"He should have got five years," 
said Nick Sanders, a farm employee. 
"Two cars of mine have been badly 
damaged, and my home has been 
attacked many times." Sanders 
moved to escape from frequent pro- 
tests and actions at his home, but 
Dickinson revealed his new address. 
A week before Dickinson's sentenc- 
ing, Sanders discovered an ef- 
figy of himself outside his new 
home — with a noose around 
its neck. 

The Darley Oaks Farm, which 
breeds guinea pigs for vivisec- 
tion research, has been targeted 
by militant animal rights activ- 
ists for the past five years. 

For more information, visit 
www.liberation-now.org. 

Letters of support can be sent 
to Barry Dickinson, LJ7846, HMP 
Blakenhurst, Hewell Lane, 
Redditch B97 6QS, England. 
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Free Billy Support Network (FBSN) and the Earth Liberation 
Prisoners Support Network (ELP) addressing this situation. 
As stated below, we extend our sincerest apologies to those 
who dedicated their time, money and energy to Cottrell's 
support campaign. Your efforts did not go unnoticed. 

As many people reading this will be aware, William 
"Billy" Cottrell went on trial in November. What is less 
known is that a week before the trial began, Cottrell's 
support network learned that his lawyers intended to run 
a defense argument that involved blaming two other 
named individuals for the arsons. We have confirmed 
that law enforcement identified these additional people 
without any cooperation from Cottrell. It is believed that 
the information was obtained through grand jury testi- 
mony and from various forms of electronic surveillance. 
Cottrell's attorneys filed a motion to exclude these addi- 
tional names from court and the media, but Judge Klausner 
denied the motion. 

Before activists 
were involved with 
the legal side of 
Cottrell's case, non- 
movement attorneys 
were hired, and a di- 
rection for court strat- 
egy was developed. 

Neither Cottrell, his 
attorneys nor his 
community received 
any support from lo- 
cal activists through- 
out the grand jury and 
investigation processes. It should also be noted that Cottrell 
was never part of any movement or activist community. As 
a result, serious mistakes were made both in testimony before 
the grand jury and in the handling of alleged evidence. 

As it turned out, the defense strategy that subsequently 
developed was to admit that Cottrell was at the scene of the 
actions and spray painted ELF slogans, but to deny that he 
participated in the planning or execution of the arsons. His 
defense would argue that Cottrell had Asperger's syndrome — 
a form of high-functioning autism — and he therefore did 
not have the mental state required to engage in conspiracy. 
They would claim that he was the innocent dupe of the two 
other named individuals. However, the trial judge rejected 
a defense plea of Asperger's syndrome and ruled to exclude 
any mention of the syndrome from the trial. 

As soon as the full defense strategy was known, FBSN was 
shocked to learn that the defense lawyers intended to 
name other people as being responsible for the arsons. 
FBSN had received assurances throughout Cottrell's im- 
prisonment that this would not be the case. FBSN strongly 
advised Cottrell, his family and his lawyers against this 
strategy. FBSN also informed ELP about what was happen- 
ing, and ELP likewise raised concerns with Cottrell about 
the implications of such a strategy. 

It was decided at that time, by FBSN and ELP, not to 
publicize this defense strategy in order to allow Cottrell 
and his team time to alter their course. However, despite 


the advice of both FBSN and ELP, this did not occur. 

In court, Cottrell's lawyers alleged that Tyler Johnson 
and Michie Oe were responsible for the arsons that Cottrell 
was charged with Due to various factors, including his 
diagnosis with As; erger's syndrome and imprisonment at 
the Metropolitan Detention Center, FBSN believed that 
this decision was made largely without the input of 
Cottrell himself. 

However, on November 17, William "Billy" Cottrell was 
called to testify. This testimony was witnessed by members 
of his support network. Cottrell stuck to his lawyers' 
argument and blamed Johnson and Oe for the arsons. To 
make matters worse, he also extensively detailed their 
conversations and actions, providing information that 
could not be obtained by authorities in any other manner. 
Cottrell even confirmed their images when shown pictures 
of Johnson and Oe. 

In the interest of protecting all individuals currently 

under investigation for 
the ELF actions of Au- 
gust 2, 2003, FBSN and 
ELP cannot condone any 
court strategy that im- 
plicates or exposes oth- 
ers. This is particularly 
important considering 
the brutality and wrong- 
ful prosecutions that 
characterize previous in- 
vestigations by the FBI 
and associated agencies. 

Because of Cottrell's 
actions in naming and 
implicating two other 
people for the arsons, ELP 
has been forced to with- 
draw all of its support for 
Cottrell and instead has 
named him as a police 
informant. Likewise, 
FBSN cannot approve of 
Cottrell's actions and as 
such, the Free Billy Sup- 
port Network has been 
dissolved. 

Both ELP and the 
former FBSN would like 
to apologize to all those people who have supported 
Cottrell due to our efforts. Throughout his imprison- 
ment, Cottrell received amazing support from 
liberationists across the globe. We sincerely apologize to 
everyone who contributed; we had no idea, until the 
very end, that Cottrell intended to testify against others. 
We did everything that we could to dissuade him from 
his testimony. 

We would also like to remind everyone that although 
Cottrell has turned traitor, there are many other good 
prisoners who need our support. We hope this will not put 
people off from supporting them. 

For more information, visit www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 


Undoubtedly, federal agencies will hold this conviction 
up as a victory in their war against “radical 
environmentalism” and the ELF but ultimately their 
conviction is against one individual who engaged in an 
ELF action, and no more. Cottrell was simply a kid who 
didn’t like SUVs. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary 
according to indmdual prisons. Before send- 
ing monetary donations, stamps, books or 
packages, ask prisoners what the regulations 
are. Assume that the authorities read every- 
thing thatyou write to a prisoner. The follow- 
ing list is a small sample of the total number 
of political prisoners and prisoner support 
groups worldwide. The EF! Journal offers 
discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please 
contact us for more information. 



Prisoner Updates 

•Tre Arrow, CS# 05850722, North 
Fraser Pretrial Centre, 1451 Kingsway 
Ave, Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 1S2, 
Canada. Awaiting hearing on possible 
extradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in arsons on log- 
ging trucks and an Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) arson on vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. Arrow is 
also awaiting trial for charges of shop- 
lifting and providing a false name in 
Canada, and he has applied for refugee 
status to prevent his extradition. He can 
now be written to directly at the address 
above, and he asks that people writing 
to him please use recycled or scrap pa- 
per. For more information, visit 
www.trearrow.org. 

•Sherman Austin, who served one year 
for maintaining a website with links to 
other websites with information on how 
to make explosives, was threatened with 
new charges by the State of California 
upon his release. In early November, how- 
ever, the California district attorney re- 
jected all aspects of the case as groundless. 


•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky is due to be 
released in December, after serving 3.5 
years for telling the world that the nuclear 
radiation around Chernobyl was worse 
than the Belarus government reported. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
Federal Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, 
SC 29824-0725, USA. Serving five years 
for actions taken during a celebration of 
the end to the US Navy bombing of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico. Gonzalez has been 
transferred for the fourth time, this time 
to the above address. 

•Nestor de Jesus Guishard was released 
on December 9, after serving one year and 
two months for actions taken during the 
Vieques victory celebration. 

•Daniel Hedqvist, Torsgarden, 618 33 
Kolmarden, Sweden. In October, Hedqvist 
was Sentenced to 10 months for openly 
damaging equipment at a chicken pro- 
cessing plant and destroying the eggs of 
thousands of chickens that would have 
been bred for the industry. 

•II Silvestre. Three members of this 
Italian eco-anarchist group — Betta, 
Gioacchino and Leo — have been released 
after 4.5 months under house arrest. 
Their charges of promoting sabotage 
have been dropped. 

•Justus Ireland was arrested on Sep- 
tember 4 and charged with an ELF- 
claimed arson at a lumberyard in Utah 
(see EF If September-October 2004). Ire- 
land, a known sex offender, was on pa- 
role for a violent sexual attack on a female 
child at the time of his arrest. Further- 
more, the Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network believes that Ireland only 
spray painted "ELF" at the lumberyard to 
draw attention away from himself. Be- 
cause the EF! Journal has a policy against 
supporting known sex offenders, Ireland's 
address has been omitted. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch was released in 
November, after serving nearly five years 
for allegedly sabotaging a dam construc- 
tion site in Spain. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, serving 5.5 
years for conspiracy to commit arson 
and possession of incendiary devices to 
destroy SUVs, has been given a release 
date of January 5. 

•Michael "Mike D" McCullin was con- 
victed of disorderly conduct on October 
25, as a result of July 2002 actions pro- 
testing Oregon's Solo Timber Sale. He 
was sentenced to time served and com- 
munity service, and released. 

•Andy Santiago was released on De- 
cember 1 1, after serving more than a year 


for actions taken during the Vieques vic- 
tory celebration. 

•Peter Schnell, #04056440, DRB047, 
Santa Clara County Jail, 885 N San 
Pedro St, San Jose, CA 95110, USA. In 
August, Schnell was jailed for breach- 
ing the conditions of his probation. He 
had previously served two years for 
possession of incendiary devices, which 
the prosecution claimed were intended 
to destroy dairy trucks. 

•Sergio Maria Stefani, casa circondariale 
di Palmi, via Trodio n°8, 89015, Palmi 
(Reggio Calabria), Italy. Awaiting trial for 
allegedly damaging fur stores and butcher 
shops and for involvement in the plant- 
ing of an incendiary device outside a 
butcher shop. Also accused of involve- 
ment In a letter-bombing campaign. Be- 
cause he was deprived of his vegan diet, 
Stefani recently went on a hunger strike 
and lost 29 pounds. He has been moved 
to the above address. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, WERDCC, 
POB 300, Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. 
Before she was given a life sentence in the 
early 1990s for shooting a stalker in self- 
defense, Thompson was active in animal 
rights and environmental campaigns. She 
has been transferred to the above address. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, c/o 
Bates County Jail, POB 60, Butler, MO 
64730, USA. On November 25, Woodson 
was sentenced to four years and three 
months for parole violations, including 
dumping a cup of red paint over the 
security apparatus of a federal court and 
making warnings ("threats") of weap- 
ons of mass destruction. In March 2004, 
Woodson completed 20 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo with 
a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
to officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. At her 
November sentencing, she told the 
judge, "What you will be doing today is 
setting the date for my next action, and 
I invite you to be there on that day." 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C/ 
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irufiez 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Awaiting sen- 
tencing for allegedly sabotaging a dam 
construction site. 

•William Frediani, Carcere Don Bosco, 
Via Don Bosco 43, 56100 Pisa, Italy. 
Awaiting trial, accused of promoting 
sabotage, participating in direct action 
and using firebombs. Frediani is a mem- 
ber of II Silvestre. 
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• Manase Furima, Lembaga Pem- 
asyarakatan Manokwari, Jl. Sabang No 
4, Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. Await- 
ing trial for taking part in a road block- 
ade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Matius Nasira, Lembaga Pem- 
asyarakatan Manokwari, Jl. Sabang No 
4, Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. Await- 
ing trial for taking part in a road block- 
ade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Alessio Perondi, Via Pianezza 300, 
10151 Torino, Italy. Awaiting trial, ac- 
cused of promoting sabotage and par- 
ticipating in direct action. Perondi is a 
member of II Silvestre. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire 0X6 OPZ, En- 
gland. Serving 10 years for attacking the 
managing director of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS), rescuing 600 guinea pigs 
from a lab supplier and planting incendi- 
ary devices under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Hanna Ekegren, Box 1005, 718 92 
Frovi, Sweden. Serving 10 months for 
damaging equipment at a chicken pro- 
cessing plant and destroying the eggs of 
thousands of chickens that would have 
been bred for the industry. 

•Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP Hull, 
Hedon Rd, Hull HU9 5LS, England. Serv- 
ing 2.5 years for making phone calls to 
animal abusers, including HLS sharehold- 
ers, hunters and agricultural suppliers. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, CH- 
8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serving 27 
years for using explosives to target nuclear 
facility powerlines and for the alleged 
murder of a Swiss border guard. He reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Angela Marie Cesario, #66522-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Dublin, 5675 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. 
Serving three years and five months for 
arson of logging trucks in Oregon. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•Jeremy Rosenbloom, #66521-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving 
three years and five months for arson of 
logging trucks in Oregon. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, POB 1000, Petersburg, VA 
23804, USA. Serving three years for a 
series of ELF actions against McDonald's, 
Burger King, urban sprawl, the construc- 
tion industry and an SUV dealership. 


Indigenous Resistance 
•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909-051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048, USA. Serving 80 years for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, es- 
cape and bank robbery. Chubbuck tun- 
neled money that he stole from banks to 
the Zapatista Army of National Libera- 
tion in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1 000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. Peltier, 
an American Indian Movement activist, is 
serving life in prison after being framed 
for the deaths of two FBI agents killed 
during the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. ' 
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"What you will be doing 
today is setting the date 
for my next action,, and I 
invite you to be there on 
that day." 

— Helen Woodson to her 
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The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. Although many of the MOVE 
prisoners are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 


Political Prisoners 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90251/D3-140, 
44750 W 60th St, Uncaster, CA 93536, 
USA. Umont, an Earth Firstler, is serving 


three years for possession of an incendi- 
ary device. 

•Robert "Rob Los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville Hwy, 
Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a seven- 
year mandatory minimum sentence for 
throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim 
the Streets action in Eugene, Oregon. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end of US 
military maneuvers on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Actions taken 
during a victory celebration led to the arrest 
and conviction of several activists, who 
were charged with conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, Fed- 
eral Correctional Complex, US Peniten- 
tiary, POB 1033, Coleman, FL 
33521-1033, USA. Serving two years and 
nine months. 

•Jose Montanez Sanes, #26317-069, 
MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico 00922-2147. Serving one 
year and six months. 

•Jorge Cruz, #26318-069, Federal 
Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC 
29824-0725, USA. Serving one year and 
six months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Network, 
818 SW Third Ave, PMB 354, Portland, 
OR 97204, USA. 

•Books Through Bars, 4722 Baltimore 
Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, USA; 
www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin St, 
Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440, USA. 

•Friends of Free, www.freefreenow.org. 

•North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group, POB 69597, 
5845 Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3, Canada. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, POB 
339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 110 Arling- 
ton St, Boston, MA 02116, USA; 
www. prisonbookprogram. org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At- 
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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He's Working on Your Side! 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

What are the keys to a foolproof alibi? 

— Hugh Dunnit 

Dear Dunnit, 

An alibi is a defense against a criminal charge where the 
defendant claims that she or he was elsewhere at the time 
the offense occurred and therefore could not have commit- 
ted the crime. The burden is on the defendant to prove an 
alibi at trial, so the defendant must have strong evidence 
that she or he was elsewhere at the time of the offense. If 
a judge or jury did not believe the defendant's alibi, they 
almost certainly would not believe the defendant's denial 
of the charge, and conviction 
would follow. This high-risk real- 
ity means that the defendant 
should present an alibi defense 
only when their evidence is strong 
enough to practically ensure that 
they will be successful at trial. 

Time and date-stamped video 
proving that the defendant was 
elsewhere when the crime oc- 
curred would be powerful alibi 
evidence. Such evidence might 
arise from a birthday party, a street 
protest or a vacation. Even better, 
many stores have security cam- 
eras that might have filmed the 
defendant running a routine er- 
rand while a crime was occurring 
somewhere else. Any video the 
store produces would be especially 
believable because the store would 
have no motive to alter the tape. 

If there is no videotape, other 
compelling alibi evidence could include a recorded, time- 
stamped phone message or a time-stamped store receipt 
supported by the store clerk's convincing description of his 
or her interaction with the defendant. Note the common 
thread in all of these examples is that the source of the alibi 
evidence is highly reliable and is not interested in the 
outcome of the trial. 

In most alibi cases, this evidence does not exist. Instead, 
the defendant relies upon his or her own testimony, as well 
as testimony from family and friends, that the defendant 
was somewhere else when the crime was committed. When 
relying on any witness testimony, it is important to ensure 
that the witness has no criminal convictions that could be 
used to attack that witness' credibility. For example, all 


felony convictions (convictions of crimes punishable by 
more than a year in prison) and misdemeanor convictions 
(convictions of crimes punishable by up to a year in jail), 
such as theft and giving a false statement, can be used in 
many states to attack a witness' credibility. The government 
can also attack alibi witnesses by using their reputations for 
lying (if such exists) against them. The witnesses must be 
convincing when describing to the judge or jury what 
happened and when. It usually helps to have a clean-cut 
witness, though I have found dreadlocked, pierced and/or 
tattooed forest defenders who are also very effective. 

Using multiple sources of information at trial to prove 
the alibi, also called "corroborating evidence," helps make 
the defendant's evidence more believable. So, showing the 
jury a store's security video and providing the store's clerk 

who was there to support the video 
and to explain what is going on in 
the video may be a good idea. If 
you are relying only on witness 
testimony, then get several wit- 
nesses to tell their version of the 
facts and back each other up. Re- 
member that witnesses are almost 
always excluded from the trial so 
that one witness cannot watch 
another witness testify. 

Defendants using alibi evidence 
must notify the government well 
before trial of the place where the 
defendant claims to have been 
along with a description of the 
evidence — such as the names and 
addresses of witnesses that the 
defendant will call to support 
the alibi defense. This requires 
the defendant to have the alibi 
evidence organized and ready to 
go weeks before trial. On the other 
hand, in response to a defendant's notice of alibi evidence, 
the government must provide, also before trial, a similarly 
detailed description of the evidence it will offer to disprove 
the defendant’s alibi evidence. This advance notice will 
allow the defendant's lawyer time to investigate the gov- 
ernment witnesses' criminal histories and reputations and 
use that information to attack those witnesses at trial. 

The alibi is one of countless ways to win a criminal case. 
By working before trial to ensure that the judge or jury 
will believe your alibi, you can improve your chances for 
victory at trial! 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, LLC, 
3430 SE Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214; blc@hevanet.com. 
Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the subject line. 



You folks really need a better alibi than, 
“Just walking in the woods” 
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afie nation or connection ? 


F,F! North America organizes two 
gatherings a year: the Summer 
Round River Rendezvous, which is 
more of a jamboree and orientation 
to I I !, and the Organizers' Confer- 
ence and Winter Rendezvous — a 
strategy and organizing event. We 
hope that folks will arrive on Friday 
afternoon and stay until Monday’s 
day of action. 

What to bring: camping gear (if 
you don't know what to Wing, just 
ask), warm sleeping bag, warm 
weather and freezing weather 
clothes (you may find yourself hik- 
ing naked all day long and in the 
evening have icicle boogers), rain 
gear, a couple of personalized water 
containers, a dish, utensils, mug, 
toilet paper, snacks, musical instru- 
ments and information about your 
bioregion and campaigns. 


earth nrstl 
organizers ’ 
conference 2005 

jehruary 18-21 ♦ southern arize 


A wild environment is inspiring, Dragoon mountains of southern Ari- 
because all species of flora and fauna zona to create a unifying experience, 
live together to their full potential, one that strengthens the bonds be- 
Contrast this with a society where tween active Earth First! groups and 
the majority of human animals are so supports the coordination of new ones, 
estranged from nature that they are We will look at ways to build motiva- 
systematically destroying their own tion from a positive source rather than 
habitat. Yet, we, too, are a part of a negative one. We will also investi- 
nature, so our culture alienates us not gate ways to work with more djverse 
only from the wild but from each social groups, getting perspective from 
other as well. It is a recognition of past campaigns and guest speakers, 
this loss that distinguishes eco-radi- A representative from every active 
cals from environmental reformers. Earth First! group is expected to attend, 

Environmental problems have been and we welcome anyone who is inter- 
caused by human behavior and be- ested in strengthening the core of the 
liefs, therefore a radical eco-psycho- radical environmental movement, 
logical approach is crucial for finding Through sharing our experiences, we 
solutions. Presently, our human ego will evaluate our organizing and action 
not only destroys the environment styles to see where we can improve our 
but inhibits our movement's ability to efforts to create an authentic, life-serv- 
protect it. To overcome this, we all ing subculture that can sustain envi- 
need to find foots in a personal prac- ronmental advocacy, 
tice that holds life sacred and encour- 
ages an engaged intimacy with our ^ or more information, directions < 
fellow beings. Otherwise, facing the travel support, contact (520) 792 
challenges ahead is nearly impossible. www.earthfirstiournal.org. 
Activists on any front throughout his- 
tory have seen the dire need to create 
sustainable communities of resistance. , 1 

Intellect alone will never really serve ■ m 

the cause of wildlife, for those of us - r- 

who act to save a wetland or defend a 

EF! movement. We will meet in the 
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Northwest Regional Rendezvous • February 26-27 

A decades-old tradition of EF! regional rendezvous' every season is 
returning to the Puget Sound/Olympic Vancouver Island bioregion this 
Winter. The next gathering is on the east side of the Olympic Peninsula. 
For more information, contact olyef@cascadiarising.org. 




National Conference on Organized Resistance 

February 3-6 • Washington, DC 

For the last seven years, the National 
Conference on Organized Resistance 
(NCOR) has served as a vibrant meet- 
ing space for radical activists of all 
varieties. The conference has gotten a 
little bigger, better and perhaps even a 
bit predictable each year. This year, 
organizers want to shake things up. 

Look for amazing workshops, discus- 
sions, skillshares and more. Workshops 
that go beyond the basics will be fea- 
tured, as well as long-term movement 
strategizing discussions and critiques. 
Workshops in which participants have 
an opportunity to make connections 
with each other are highlighted. 

Of particular note, organizers are 
actively seeking contributions from 
those voices that have often been 
marginalized or under-represented in 
radical conferences, media and visible 
movement events. 

At NCOR, participants will strategize 
for 2005, continuing to build toward a 
future beyond electoral politics and 
protest hopping. 

NCOR is held at American University 
in Washington, DC. For more informa- 
tion, contact NCOR, POB 33977, Wash- 
ington, DC 20033; ncor@mutualaid.org; 
www.organizedresistance.org. 


Grassroots Animal Rights Conference 
February 1 8-2 1 • New York City 

Liberation movements throughout history have relied on the energy, passion 
and creativity of grassroots activists. Now, it's time for grassroots animal rights 
activists to join together to take the animal rights movement to the next level. 
The first annual Grassroots Animal Rights Conference (GARC) will provide the 
forum for doing that. 

GARC is unique in its focus on breaking down the barriers between audience 
and organizer; its strong focus on the link between animal abuse and other 
forms of oppression; its orientation toward activist skill and strategy sharing; 
and its particular focus on the grassroots segment of the movement. 

The conference will also feature regional summits where grassroots activists 
can come together and build alliances and coalitions to more effectively 
promote animal rights issues at home. 

All animal rights activists are invited to attend. Women, persons of color and 
persons born outside of the US are particularly welcome. Housing and food 
costs will be kept low, and a limited number of travel scholarships are available. 

For ifiore information, visit www.grassrootsar.org. 
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Inslilulionali/ell Youth Speak ( hit Against the Psychiatric Establishment 

PROZAC GENERATION 


The Youth, Interrupted collective seeks submissions for an upcoming 
anthology on the psychiatric oppression of young people. The collective is 
especially interested in receiving submissions from people whose stories 
include the experience of being institutionalized during the period of the 
1990s to present, but welcomes submissions from people of any age who 
experienced psychiatric oppression as youth. 

Greater numbers of youth than ever before are being forced into "mental 
health treatment," in the form of residential "treatment" centers and the 
for-profit youth incarceration industry, which includes managed care 
"behavioral health" hospitals and "behavior modification" boot camps. 

Too often, young people have been the subject of someone else's research. 
The Youth, Interrupted collective seeks to create the opportunity to break the 
silence. This book will not only be a resource for kids, but for parents as well, 
who may feel pressure to turn to psychiatry to "fix" their kid. 

The deadline for submissions is March 31. 

For more information, contact Youth, Interrupted, POB 6281, Washington, 
DC 20015; youthinterrupted@yahoo.com. 
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Beyond Boundaries: 1 3th 
Annual Forest Conference 


The 41 Buffalo 4) Need 4k You 


The Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) is on patrol all day, every day, 
defending the Yellowstone buffalo in their native habitat. BFC documents 
every action taken against the buffalo: Any buffalo outside the Y ellowstone 
National Park boundary is in danger of being shot on sight, hazed or 
captured and shipped to a slaughterhouse. If you want to help create a 
legacy where the wild buffalo roam free, volunteer your time with BFC. 

BFC has immediate openings for field volunteers. There is a great need 
for folks during the Winter, when the buffalo migrate to lower elevations 
in search of forage, and in the Spring, when the mothers venture to their 
traditional calving grounds outside the park boundaries. 

Winter in Yellowstone can be harsh, but it is also extremely rewarding. 
It's a great time to get oriented with BFC's daily patrols. Winter field 
patrols run sunup to sundown, November through February. Spring is 
also a demanding time for the buffalo and BFC volunteers. The days are 
long, and buffalo are everywhere in need of help and witnesses. Volun- 
teers are badly needed at this time of year. Spring patrols run March-June. 

BFC asks that -volunteers dedicate a minimum of two weeks. All 
volunteers are provided with room and board, as well as meals. BFC 
promotes a substance-free environment. 

For more information, contact BFC, POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 
59758; (406) 646-0070; www.buffalofieldcampaign.org. 


January 28-30 • Ashland, Oregon 

Forest activists and 
conservationists will 
gather to share infor- 
mation, network and 
strategize about how 
to protect public, in- 
dustrial and private for- 
ests throughout the 
Americas. This annual for- 
est conference will explore international 
efforts to protect temperate rainforests in 
Canada, South America and the US. 

As our understanding of the complex- 
ity of forest ecosystems has increased, so 
has the need to discover strategies that 
push the forest protection movement 
beyond the political. Conference sessions 
will probe the challenges inherent in 
efforts to protect industrial and private 
forestlands. Activist workshops will also 
be offered to teach skills critical to effec- 
tive forest protection campaigns. 

For more info., visit www.headwaters.org. 




A. Day of Remembrance in Coventry * February 5 

On February 1, 1995, 31 -year-old Jill Phipps was crushed under the wheels of a livestock 
transporter carrying baby veal calves into England's Coventry Airport. Protesters had tried 
to stop the truck by attempting to chain themselves to it and by sitting in the road. A 
protester on the scene commented, "The police were so keen to protect the business of this 
filthy firm that they made little effort to ensure the way was clear. The truck driver moved 
off at speed, knocking Jill down and crushing her under his wheels." A special remembrance 
will be held to mark the 10th anniversary of Phipps' death and to celebrate her life. Her 
actions against the misery of live exports continue to give courage to everyone who knew 
her and to thousands of others since her death. For more info., visit www.jillsday2005.co.uk. 

Ecological Restoration Project Looking for Volunteers 



The Michigan Nature Association owns 160 nature sanctu- 
aries in Michigan. One of these sanctuaries, in southwest 
Michigan, has an old farmstead on the north part, including 
a bam and trailer home. The volunteer caretaker lives nearby 
and has been working with other volunteers to restore the 
farmstead to nature. The other part of the sanctuary is 
wooded, with the Black River running through it, and con- 
tains the largest blue heron rookery in southwest Michigan. 

Up to three volunteers are needed for the Spring and 
Summer to help restore the area to its natural roots. 
Housing is provided in the trailer. The caretaker will 
work with the volunteers and educate them 
about the sanctuary. 

The Michigan Nature Association's 
goal is to give volunteers at least as 
much out of the experience as they 
put into it, including a thorough 


education in the plants and animals of the area. 

For more information, contact Michigan Nature Associa- 
tion, 326 E Grand River Ave, Williamston, MI 48895-1418; 
(517) 655-5655; jeremyemmi@michigannature.org; 
www.michigannature.org. 
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links socially conscious singles 
who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide /international 
All ages • Straight / gay 
Since 1984 

' free sample: Box 444-EF 

v Lenox Dale, MA 01242 

OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 
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CARK usteis 

Magazine and Resourc^ Center 

Critiquing car culture, exploring 
positive alternatives and linking up the 
international activist movement. 


$30 year membership 
(4 issues + member pack) 
- other rates available 


www.carbusters.org 


LO COMPROMISE 


covering communities 
of resistance 
for over three years 


subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine, j 
PO Box 1225 

Bowling Green, OH 43402 j 
or subscribe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org ] 


No Compromise is dedicated to unifying the grassroots animal 
liberation movement by providing a forum in which activists can 
exchange information, share strategy, discuss important issues 
within the movement, network with each other in an open and 
respectful environment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of No Compromise contains the latest in news from grassroots 
animal liberation organizations, Animal Liberation Front action 
updates, activist interviews, special focus sections, useful how-to 
information, and commentary. No Compromise is published 
quarterly and produced entirely by activists for activists. 


Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 Student/$20 Outside of U.S. 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infoshops. 


Free Anti-Grazing Stickers 

• Bumperstickers 

• 3” Round Window Stickers 

Contact the Earth First! Journal to order your free 
stickers today. You pay for postage and we’ll send you 
as many stickers as you want. 

(520) 620-6900 • collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 

Stop Public Lands Ranching! 


i 1 

llJP 

ESMUCKG 


For more information, 
contact the 2005 
Calendar Committee, Old 
Chelsea Station, POB 64, 
New York, NY 10113; 
www.twelvemonths.org. 
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>edom for 

jlitical Prisoners 
prisoners of War 

CALENDAR 


No Compromise 740A 14tn Street #1 25 San Francisco, CA 941 14 
831-425-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.org 
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contact the 2005 
Calendar Committee, Old 
Chelsea Station, POB 64, 
New York, NY 10113; 
www.twelvemonths.org. 
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BIKE STICKERS! 



www.peacesupplies.019 


RadicalTalk Radio Now! 

Farai Chideya on Working Assets Radio 
Nate Clay on WLSam.com 
Thom Hartmann on cableradionetwork.com 
TheGuyJamesShow.com 
Mike Newcomb on 1100KFNX.com 
Ed Schultz on BigEddieRadio.com 
TheTo.nyShow.com 
PeterWerbe.com 

Janeane Garofalo on Air America Radio -y—r— 

And, many right-wing hosts www.radio-locator.com 

are open to dissent Reclaim the airwaves. 





Advertise 
with the 

Earth First! 
Journal 




$100 - eighth page 
$200 - quarter page 
$350 - half page 
$650 - full page 


‘purchase three ads, 
get the fourth ad free* 

more info: 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org 



ZOOS Actiwi | 


Featuring photos of 
recent ecodefense actions 
around the world, 
historic dates, 
lunar phases and more. 


Earth First! 2005 Direct Action Calendar 
Only $1 0 

EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Wildroots 


Wildroots is a collective radical 
homestead focused on bringing people 
v < ^ / together to share skills for rewilding 
and reconnecting to nature and to affect 
cultural change from a biocentric perspective. We 
are seeking like-minded prospective collective 
members and are open to visitors and work traders. 
Contact us for details: (866) 460-2945, 
wildrootsnc@ziplip.com, www.wildroots.org. rH/ 


ITHRESHOLD 

the movement magazine of the Student Environmental Action Coalition 

5EAC is a student and youth run 
and led nat'l network of progressive 
grassroots organizations and 
individuals whose aim is to uproot 
environmental injustices through 
action and education. We define the 
environment to include the 
physical, economic, political, and 
cultural conditions in which we live. 
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O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

ty, State, Zip+4 Q $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

1. Country o $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

nail O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # Exp. date 


.Country. 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 


January-February 2005 Earth First! Page 53 










£arth first 


D I REC-To Rf 


ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 

POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 

(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 


MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 

(978) 688-3569 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

maineef@yahoo.com 
People's Free Space 



(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlandspreserve.org 

NEW IERSEY 


2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; 
shunka_2004@yahoo.com 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
smartMeme project 
2940 16th St Ste 216, San Francisco, CA 
94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 

COLORADO 

DIY Traveler's Inn 

(303) 554-0923; 


POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 
MICHIGAN 
Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 

massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB016075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

(612) 871-7119; paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 
55426 

(612) 719-7000; 
onamoveearthl st@aol.com 
MISSOURI 

Confluen.ee/SX. Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 


Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 
08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
katuahfirst@hotmail.com 
Uwharrie EF! 
bisonl2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo 
POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
OHIO 

Corner Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 
45387 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 


pathogenusa@ecomail.org 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, IL 
60622 

azone@azone.org 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 
47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; 
buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 


POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OR EGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 482-2640; ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Wild Siskiyou Action 
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www. eco-aciion . org 

International Contacts 


(541) 482-2640 
PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

katuah@riseup.net 

TEXAS 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Save the Corporations (from Themselves) 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
VIRGINIA 
Shenandoah EF! 

POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@yahoo .com 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia EF! 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, WA 
98502 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 

53703 

(603) 262-9036 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 



AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540, 
Australia 

(61) 2-44-466-477 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St 
Laurent, 2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec 
H2X 2T3, Canada 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Cura?ao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6, Czech Republic 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 
carbusters@ecn.cz 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

info@risingtide.org.uk 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 
07751-432-240; eflondon@ziplip.com 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart, France 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 
12045 Berlin, Germany 
green . rage@web . de 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 
001 Bihar, India 


ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

972 (0) 3 516 2349 

NETHERLANDS 

GroenFront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, 

Utrecht, Netherlands 

31-84-8666018 (tel/fax); groenfr@dds.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Davao 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao 

City, 8000, Phillipines 

POLAND 

Citizen's Environmental Movement 
ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz, Poland 
42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082, Russia 
(8312) 34-32-80 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB, Scotland 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KY16 

9Q, Scotland 

01334-477411 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016, 

South Africa 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago, Spain 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg, Sweden 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 
01248-355821 
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Delicious Mischief 


Ann Coulter Fed a Heaping 
Helping of Humility 


BY AL PlEDA 

This is A1 Pieda. On October 21, our agents served Ann 
Coulter a heaping helping of humility as she was leaving 
the University of Arizona's Centennial Hall in Tucson. This 
was done in the spirit of humor and political satire. Coulter 
was chosen for mockery because she spews dangerous 
fascist dogma while posing as a journalist. 

As always, A1 Pieda's actions were nonviolent, vegan 
and organic. 

Ann Coulter speaks of the necessity of war. A1 Pieda 
believes that war is avoidable. Ann Coulter speaks callously 
of war in a manner that illustrates just how far her life is 
from the reality of war: 

"Liberals are always talk- 
ing about why we shouldn't 
go to war for oil," said 
Coulter. "But why not go to 
war for oil? We need oil. Of 
course we use most of the 
world's oil; we do most of 
the world's production." A1 
Pieda believes that war is 
ugly and gruesome. We be- 
lieve that civilian popula- 
tions, in particular the poor, 
always suffer in war. Coulter 
is an unapologetic racist and 
imperialist crusader. She 
appeals to people at their 
least rational. 

A1 Pieda believes in nu- 
ance. We believe in discourse. 

We believe that emotional 
appeals can be made to 
people's higher virtues — 
their compassion, their sense 
of justice, their desire for lib- 
erty — rather than to their 
darkest emotions — their fear, 
their xenophobia, their rage. We believe that shallow pun- 
dits and the carnivals they manage deserve mockery. 

For the above reasons, we chose Ann Coulter for pieing. 
We listened to Coulter's entire speech before letting loose 
with the pies. Our resolve was only strengthened by listen- 
ing to Coulter. Her words are strikingly ugly in written 
form, but her venomous delivery to a live audience made 
them even more intense. 

The atmosphere of the talk was one of pageantry. Pyro- 
technics, perhaps a burning cross, would not have seemed 


out of place. 

The audience 
hooted and hollered 
in agreement as Coulter in- 
sulted Arabs, Muslims and gays. 

They laughed uproariously at each of 
her clever zingers. Clearly, we were not witnessing political 
discourse, but political theater. Our improvised final act 
seemed entirely appropriate. 

Coulter delivered a mix of hate speech, one-liners and 
bad puns while the audience rejoined with applause and 
"amens." An A1 Pieda favorite was, "I'm tired of having the 
gay agenda shoved down my throat. Apologies to all my 

gay male readers. " Come on 
folks, that's funny. So is pie. 
In all seriousness though, 
homophobia is gay. 

Right now, two A1 Pieda 
operatives, Zach and Phil, 
are being charged with as- 
sault, disturbing the peace 
and criminal damage. We 
ask everyone involved, 
where is your sense of hu- 
mor? If Ann Coulter wants 
to tell towel-head jokes, A1 
Pieda will be the first to 
laugh. We will also be the 
first to retaliate with jokes 
of our own. No one was 
hurt, however something in 
the neighborhood of 40,000 
Iraqi soldiers, 15,000 Iraqi 
civilians and 1,000 Ameri- 
can soldiers have been killed 
in the war in Iraq that 
Coulter cheerleads. Also, no 

—Margaret Mead a1 Pieda a s ents have been 

found in Iraq. 

Special thanks to Agent 
Apple and everyone else of the Biotic Baking Brigade 
(BBB) for the inspirational book, Pie Any Means Necessary. 
Pie high! 

For more information, visit www.alpieda.org. 

The BBB cookbook, Pie Any Means Necessary, is more than 
100 pages of stories from pie-rect actions around the world, the 
theory and history of political pie throwing, the BBB's rules of 
crumb and the agents' favorite pie recipes for maximum sploosh 
effect. Pie Any Means Necessary is available from the EF! 
Journal for $12. 


“Never doubt that a small and dedicated group of 
people with pies can change the world. Indeed, it is 
the only thing that ever has.” 
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...will they be here tomorrow? 

. 



Innards 


Fueling 
Grinds to a 
Halt 

In Portland, Oregon, on January 20, a crowd of 
more than 200 people took over a Chevron gas 
station in protest of the ties between the Bush 
administration, the oil industry and the occupa- 
tion of Iraq. Chevron has long been a target of 
activists due to its record of human rights and 
environmental violations in Nigeria and Ecuador. 

The crowd ran over to the Chevron from a 
nearby park, where remaining protesters had con- 
gregated after a large, anti-Bush inauguration 
march. When they arrived at the station and filled 
the lot, it was immediately closed down for busi- 
ness by the manager. Two women locked their 
necks to the gas pumps with bicycle U-locks, 
while others sat in front of the pumps with them. 

Protesters demanded that the City of Portland 
"initiate a world-class fossil fuel reduction pro- 
gram" to reduce de- 
pendence on the oil 
industry and that 
the city "expel 
5 documented hu- 
man rights abus- 
ers" like Chevron. 
The gas station 
remained shutdown 
for more than three 
hours as a result of the 
protest, and 13 people were eventually arrested. A 
participant summed up the action: "We need to 
shut down the war-mongering Oil Empire. Our 
actions here were a symbolic first step." 
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Dear SFB 


please keep letters 300 words or less... 
...because we obviously won’t print it 
if it’s longer 


continued from previous page 
activists kept running off the 
deer with air horns." And 
they were mad as hell! I 
wanted to crack up laughing 
1 was so happy. 

These people don't hunt for 
survival, they are some of the 
highest paid prison guards in 
the country! Probably about 
as far as a person could differ 
from an Indigenous person. 
And it hurts to hear about 
them slaughtering our ani- 
mal relations for sport every 
hunting season. 

So I just wanted to say 
thanks to whomever those 
hunt sabbers were... in the 
upper peninsula of MI in late 
November. 

— Amiqui Ocelotl 

Valued Co-Workers, 

Making sure you're aware 
of a bizarre situation that has 
arisen here for me. Having 
written similarly, just now, 
to the Forest Super, I can do 
no less with you. 

As a forest resident since 


erected "against code" by 
blood sports in their effort 
to slaughter our wild com- 
panions. Last winter (my 
only, and safest time for this 
activity), I broke pattern and 
reported an especially easily 
located stand to forest law 
enforcement (against the ad- 
vice of my accomplice) just 
to see what, if anything, 
would occur. Please control 
your astonishment, but 
nothing has happened... ex- 
cept that I've been told by 
law enforcement that my ac- 
tivity is against code and un- 
authorized; that FS tree stand 
policy is on hold during 
"Risk Assessment." 

I've told the Forest Super of 
my plans to continue as usual 
to dismantle these illegal 
structures and am even con- 
sidering telling law enforce- 
ment of my intent to remove 
the reported stand and the 
timing so that I may get my 
deserved citation. It could be 
a dramatic way to alert the 
public to this bizarre 


driven into the trees in the 
construction of these stands, 
but I'm told that past FS policy 
has been to leave them in the 
tree when the stand was dis- 
mantled. Do you see the im- 
plications and hypocrisy? 
Apparently, spikes driven with 
ecotage intent are extremely 
dangerous and the act severely 
punishable, but similar spikes 
driven by blood sports to 
slaughter our companions are 
quite harmless and that act 
worthy of but a citation, tho 
usually nothing whatever! 

Well, dat bout does it fer 
now! Just wanted to share the 
humor of this minor act in 
the USFS circus! 

In appreciation, 

— Michael J. Riegert 

Dear SFB, 

I have been a long time 
subscriber to the EF.'f. I be- 
lieve in the fight to protect 
our planet, because ultimately 
our survival as a species de- 
pends upon it. I have gone 
from a Soldier, to a 


'90, I dismantled numer- 
ous permanent tree 
stands on our land, i 


situation... 




but 

^ there's very 
little chance FS law 
would respond at 
the appointed 
time, much less 
to find the site. 
On a side note: 
also want to make 
sure you're 


* aware of the rela- 
tionship of this situation 
to "tree spiking." You see, not 
only are large spikes usually 


5 Cop, to a Hippie, to a 
. direct action activist, 
to a backcountry 
» guide and wilderness 
instructor, to an inde- 
pendent candidate for 
county sheriff, to now a 
responsible business man. I've 
gone from being a security 
cop in the Air Force, dragging 
nuclear protesters out of the 
road at F.F.. Warren Air Force 
Base (in Cheyenne, Wyo- 
ming), to being a Nuclear Pro- 
tester and staging sit-ins, 
blockades and demonstra- 
tions. One thing that I have 
learned in my colorful and 
ever evolving life is that "per- 
ception" is everything. It 
doesn't really matter what is 
actually going on, because 
people tend to respond or 
react more to what they be- 
lieve is happening, or their 
"perception" of things. The 


reason I bring this up is be- 
cause I think it's the most 
important part of planning 
any direct action. Please, all 
of you young people, who's 
hearts may be in the right 
place (but brains have blind- 
ers on), do careful research! 
Gather valuable intelligence, 
and ensure that the action 
you take is, first, going to 
make a viable difference, and, 
second, cannot be "per- 
ceived" by the "mainstream" 
as anything other than a le- 
gitimate response to lunacy. 
Let's face it, we need to win 
everyone's "hearts and 
minds," or our cause will be 
futile and easily demonized 
by our enemies. 

— Swamp Thing 

Dear SFB, 

I just read about the topless 
EF! activists disrupting a 
SCRIPPS meeting. 

Sorry to hear that one of 
the world's leading environ- 
mental groups is turning into 
the neo-yippie environmen- 
tal wing of PETA. 

Best Regards, 

— Tumbleweed 

Editors' Note: Tumbleweed 
is referring to an action where a 
luncheon meeting of the Scripps ' 
Research Institute board of di- 
rectors was interrupted when 
two topless women ran in (see 
related article page 28). 

Dear Luthien, 

Let us pretend for a mo- 
ment that your journal is not 
snitch infested. In "No Ex- 
cuses" (see EF!) January-Feb- 
ruary 2005), you rant about 
"creative" law-breaking. Why 
not take a page out of Tim 
Leary's memoir and realize 
that a short stint in mini- 
mum security sent him to Al- 
geria, where he proceeded to 
eliminate his hosts, the Black 
Panthers. Are you trying to 
eliminate the ALF, the ELF, or 
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the wannabe "Merry Prank- 
sters?" Can you honestly pro- 
mote endangerment of 
humans over endangerment 
of any other species? The 
people you are endangering 
with your snitch-worthy 
taunts and "poser" rhetoric 
are the people who buy the 
"EF!" rag on recycled paper. 
What you are spouting would 
be better printed on hemp 
paper, but you don't have the 
dedication or the creativity 
or the fire that the signers of 
the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence had. I called to cancel 
my subscription. Reading 
your editorial reminded me 
of all the imprisoned and 
beaten and maced and pep- 
per sprayed friends I lost in 
the Kent State era. If you aren't 
studying Abbie Hoffman, you 
oughta be. 

Buena Suerte, 

— Kathy Nelson 

Dear SFB, 

Onjanuary 6th, 2005, Craig 
"Critter" Marshall, my co-de- 
fendant, walked out of prison 
after serving 41/2 years. I can 
only imagine what that felt 
like. Back in the day, Critter 
was one of my closest friends, 
and while many are aware 
that he and I have had a fall- 
ing oi t. I am truly glad his 
time is done and he has gone 
home. (My old friend if you 
are reading this, 1 wish you all 
the best.) 

Now that Critter is out I 
can't help but wonder why I 
am still here. We were ar- 
rested at the same time, 
charged with the same of- 
fenses. Up until the very end 
he and I refused to cooper- 
ate with the state. Yet, the 
state in Critter's case decided 
that the exact same fire was 
only "conspiracy to commit 
arson" and "possession of 
destructive devices." 

I've half a dozen theories 
as to why things played out 
the way they did. The one 
fact I know is not once did 
the state offer to treat my 
case as Critter's. I'm doing 
17 years more for the same 
actions and same evidence. 
22 years for actions that hurt 


no one and caused less than 
$50k in damages. 

Critter is home now where 
he belongs. 

I'm counting on this move- 
ment. I'm counting on you 
to bring me home. I can't 
win this fight alone. I need 
your support. I need your agi- 
tation. Make the impossible 
reality. Rise up and free all 
political prisoners and pris- 
oners of war. 

We are in prison because we 
believe in dreams. We are in 
prison because we believe in 
freedom. We are in prison be- 
cause we believe these things 
are worth fighting for. Dare to 
believe. Dare to resist. 

— -Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

Dear SFB, 

The slogan "Plenty of Room 
at this Bottom" painted on the 
backs of the THONG activists 
when they crashed the 
Nanocommerce 2004 Conven- 
tion was a sarcastic pun for the 
nanotechnology industry (see 
£F7/January-February 2005). 

The conception of nano- 
technology as a science is gen- 
erally attributed to Richard 
Feynman, who gave a famous 
speech on the subject in 1959 
to the American Physical Soci- 
ety, where he proposed a new 
avenue for research. The title 
of the speech was: "There's 
Plenty of Room at the Bot- 
tom.' The speech can be found 
at this link: 

http://www.zyvex.com/ 

nanotech/feynman.html 

Painting "Plenty of Room 
at this Bottom" on their 
backs, with arrows pointing 
at their butts, was meant to 
show the conventioneers just 
what THONG thought of 
their efforts. 

We should have given you 
this background before. With- 
out that explanation, we can 
see how people would draw 
all sorts of weird conclusions 
from our slogan. 

Thanks for your great cov- 
erage of THONG’s action, and 
for all the other good work 
you do. Getting the word out 
to allies is so important to 
everything we do. 

—THONG 



f^auna Cabafa J 

by Dr. Faith M. Walker '* 

Fauna: n. Animal life. 

Cabala: n. An esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

For some, sex is a menage a trois, unwittingly. Deco- 
rated crickets ( Grylloties sigillatus) have an involved sex 
life, wherein males manufacture a sperm-stuffed struc- 
ture (an ampulla) that's wedded to a proteinaceous 
popsicle (a spermatophylax). Following mating, the fe- 
male enjoys a spermatophylax snack— her nuptial gift — 
then plucks out the ampulla. The size of the gift dictates 
the length of the meal, and hence the amount of sperm 
transferred. At high cricket densities, competition is 
fierce: Males deliver a larger gift, with the aim of swamp- 
ing their rivals' sperm; females mate with a chorus of 
males, ensuring their babes are cream of the crop. 

However, there's a third party to this happy story: the 
nematode (Mehdinema alii). Cricket genital chambers are 
a nematode abode, and baby nematodes toddle between 
partners during copulation. In males, the wee worms 
shimmy into the gut and mature into parasitic adults, 
whereas in females, the babes simply loll about waiting 
for a romantic enjoiner so they can jump ship to their 
favored gender. In male cricket guts, lewd, unmention- 
able acts occur between female worms, with their pro- 
truding vulvas, and their virile counterparts; cricket 
genitals are thereby redecorated with youngsters. 

Because gut-dwelling adult nematodes slurp up their 
hosts' nutrients, infected males produce puny presents. 
Nicked nutrients translate into a lower possibility of 
fathering chirping cherubs. Females receiving dud offer- 
ings are more likely to mate multiple times, diluting 
fatherhood while lengthening the arm of the worm. 
Thus, the cricket and the nematode have wormed their 
way into being one of the best examples of an STD 
altering behavior and of a conflict of interest between a 
parasite and its host. 
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m h 1 


Defending our lands and monkeywrenching globalization 


passage, and end in Matamoros, caves to 
Mexico, on the border with Texas. It is the high- Y 
in Matamoros that 1-69 would con- way. As an 

nect with the Atlantic corridor high- "environ- \gERwf ^30 

way associated with Plan Puebla mental en- \ TOW Ct fefaM 

Panama (PPP), an even more notori- gineering I mM Jr 
ous "development project" in Central project," the |1^P| to 
A merica. Throughout its route, 1-69 state as al- 1 sSSgggl $0 
will mean the destruction of thou- ready begun \ WEBCStfwwgfdls 

sands of acres of vitally important logging the \ 

forests and wetlands, the eviction of bat's habitat to 
thousands of farmers from their fam- encourage it to % 1 

ily farms and the elimination of hun- find a new Sum- % 1 

dreds of rural communities. But 1-69 mer range. As if that weren't 1 

can still be stopped. enough, the Indiana section of 1 

1-69 has been on the drawing boards 1-69 will result in the seizure of 1 
for more than 15 years. While its Michi- well over 100 family farms, many 
gan segment has already been com- of which have already been served 
pleted, construction in Indiana has been with eviction notices. This will make 
obstructed by massive grassroots oppo- the remaining lands available for pur- 
sition for more than a decade. Farmers, chase by the same agribusiness firms 
residents and environmentalists con- that need 1-69 and similar highways in 
tinue to band together for one simple order to quickly move their products to 
reason: 1-69 is a disaster for everyone distant markets. If the Indiana Depart- 
and everything in its way. Through the ment of Transportation and the private 
extension and growth of this resistance, companies involved in assessing and 
this Summer is the time to finally shut developing the highway are successful, 
down 1-69. 


diana alone, the each of the states 

construction of 1-69 will lead to the passes through. The superhighway will 
ravaging of 1,500 acres of forest and continue from Indiana into Kentucky, 
more than 300 acres of wetlands. Some Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas, Loui- 
of the destroyed land lies within the siana and, finally, Texas. 

Hoosier National Forest and the Patoka Given these impacts, in addition to 
National Wildlife Refuge, a habitat vi- the stated monetary costs of 1-69 
tal to multiple endangered species, in- (about two billion dollars in Indiana 
eluding the Indiana bat, which stands alone, which will be paid almost en- 
to lose three of its most important tirely out of state funds), it has been 


Huron, Michigan (where nearly half of 
allNAFTA traffic crosses the US-Canada 
border) to Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Stopping I-69's further construction 
now will cut off its potential for fur- 
ther environmental devastation. The 
superhighway is projected to continue 
through Indianapolis, where its con- 
struction has been resisted and de- 
layed since the days of NAFTA's 
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an extremely positive thing to dis- 
cover that most people are not buy- 
ing into the "official" reason for 1-69's 
construction: a possible 10-minute 
reduction in travel time between In- 


massive indigenous resistance inspired 
by all aspects of PPP planning. 

1-69 and the PPP also share a com- 
mon planner (Wilbur Smith Associ- 
ates) and a common impetus: that to 


which is so vital to both the health of 
multinational corporations and to 
the continuation of our ecocidal and 
exploitative society. 

Join us for Roadless Summer to stop 


dianapolisand Evansville, the best further the interests of capital, 1-69, preserve some of the remaining 





southernmost city it is most 


forests of the Midwest and undermine 


within the 
Indiana segment of the 


efficient to em 
brace a project that accom- 
plishes two tasks at once: creating 


capitalist globalization. 

For more information, contact 


highway. This 10-minute reduction, the infrastructure that is absolutely roadblockef@yahoo.com; 


in reality, translates into a 4,500-hour- essential to the success of the FTAA www.roadless-summer.org. 
per-day decrease in trucking hours and destroying existing communities Sprout enthusiastically pursues joy and 

within Indiana alone, and it is the that remain outside of the domina- the demise of global capitalism from her 


impact on truck travel, not the travel 
time of the average driver, that is the 
most important rationale behind I- 
69. With the passage of the FTAA and 


tion of the global economy. The PPP 
and 1-69 will merge, literally, in 
Matamoros, the expected site of more 
than 45 percent of all FTAA-related 


home in central Indiana. While she en- 
joys midwestern Winters, she eagerly 
awaits the pleasures of wandering 
through the brilliant greens of Spring 


the integration of the Western Hemi- 
sphere into a single economic zone to 
be dominated by multinational cor- 
porations, this proposed superhigh- 
way would provide a straight shot 
from the blossoming sweatshop zones 
of Latin America to the strip malls of 
the US and Canada. 

1-69 shares many of its defining fea- 
tures — environmental destructiveness, 
social dislocation and the subjection 
of communities to the interests of mul- 
tinationals — with its sister project, the 
PPP. Announced by Mexico's Presi- 


traffic crossings in and out of the US. 

1-69 will be devastating to the en- 
vironment and to communities 
throughout the US; the real motiva- 
tion for the existence of 1-69 is to 
facilitate neoliberal capitalism's do- 
minion over the Western Hemisphere 
and the Earth. Continued highway 
construction can only serve to en- 
courage greater dependence on cars 
and trucks, and by stopping 1-69 we 
can strike a serious blow to capitalist 
globalization. 

Thus we are calling for a Summer 


dent Vicente Fox in 2001, partially as 
a means to excuse heightened 
military action against the 
Zapatistas, the PPP is a de- 
velopment project con- 
sisting largely of 
highway con- 
struction and \ 

electrical grid up- 
dates (to allow elec- 

tricity produced in m 

Central America to be ^ 

sold more directly to 
the US). Other aspects of 
the PPP, such as the pro- 
posed construction of huge 
hydroelectric dams on in- mrli 
digenous lands and the ere- B , irn 

ation of a Mesoamerican a 

Biological Corridor (to be m f JF 
administered by Mexico's M IW 

largest biotechnology M * <w 

firm, Grupo Pulsar), m * !§ 
have either been m * j§ 
downplayed or can- Jf 

celed in response to the m m 


of resistance to 1-69, fo- 
cused in Indiana, where 
| the highway has been 
” resisted the longest. 

Unlike free-trade 
i- " Cak rounds, where 

' talks are lar gely 

^ jjL symbolic and 

the outcome 
^ is easily pre- 
dictable and 
unaffected by 
• whether or not po- 

lice lines are broken, I- 
69 represents a real support 
^ system for global trade. Indiana 
farmers and residents are increas- 
ingly open to the use of direct ac- 
tion as a means to defend their lands. 
In recent months, farmers have used 
their tractors to snarl traffic during 
demonstrations. By acting in soli- 
darity with other groups and actions, 
we can defend thousands of acres of 
wild lands and also disrupt and delay 
the movement of commodities, 


and Summer. 


X 1 / 



Private 
companies 
pushing 1-69 

•Bernardin, Lochmueller and As- 
sociates — the firm responsible for 
donating tens of thousands of dol- 
lars to pro-I-69 lobbyists, setting 
up pro-I-69 "citizens groups" and 
producing the Final Environmen- 
tal Impact Statement for the state 
of Indiana, www.blainc.com. 

•Wilbur Smith Associates — a mul- 
tinational transportation develop- 
ment firm involved in dozens of 
free trade highways around the 
world, www.wilbursmith.com. 
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by Helen B. 

During the 1990s, anti-road protests 
dominated the UK-protest scene, and 
media images of the actions found their 
way around the world. The mass direct 
action inspired a generation of protest- 
ers, and names like Twyford Down, 
Newbury and the Mil Link Road be- 
came the stuff of protest legend. The 
images that spring to mind are of camps 
on the routes of bypasses, treesits in the 
way of motorways, blockades and sabo- 
tage of earth-moving machinery, mass 
trespasses and hits, both open and co- 
vert, on companies involved in road 
building. In short, we did whatever we 
felt we could to put a spanner in the 
works of the road-building machine. 

Anti-road protest in the UK was born 
in 1994 at Twyford Down, where local 
residents, outraged at plans to build a 
motorway through a beautiful hillside, 
starting taking tentative direct action. 
The then embryonic UK Earth First! 
soon joined them, as did a handful of 
people who became known as the 
Dongas Tribe. The protests at Twyford 
Down embodied many of the aspects of 
subsequent protests, including outrage 
at the destruction of landscape, wildlife 
and archaeology — much of which was 
supposedly protected by inviolable leg- 
islation. There was frustration with the 
legislative processes in failing to protect 
these sites and frustration with the main- 
stream environmental groups who 
walked away at the 11th hour. 

By 1 997, there was a fragile feeling of 
success as fewer big road schemes were 
planned, some were dropped and a 
government minister even said that 
the protesters at Newbury "were right." 
Direct action moved on to other issues, 
but in truth, the protests have never 
gone away. This past year has seen 
camps at Weymouth, Bilston Glen, 
Blackwood and Nottingham. For vari- 
ous reasons, these have all been small- 
scale and (dare I say it) under-supported. 

Change of Tactics 

Now, there are rumblings in the 
undergrowth amongst direct activists 


and environmental groups alike. It 
appears that road building is back on 
the government's agenda, with a wave 
of new roads and widening of 
motorways being planned. There is a 
need to reappraise our tactics and to 
act sharper and quicker this time. 

First, there is the issue of the lack of 
support for camps. It is a hard life, 
especially during a UK Winter, and 
few are prepared to do it — while many 
who lived in camps in the past are not 
prepared to do so again. It is a life that 
is mentally and physically stressful, 
ending in the inevitable trauma of 
eviction. I know I'm not the only one 
who still suffers "yellow dreams," re- 
living the fear of hundreds of security 
guards in high-vis jackets pouring 
through a woodland at dawn. 

I don't want to be cynical, camps have 
a lot to offer. But if there are not the 
people to make them, then we must 
consider other tactics without ever with- 
drawing our support from those that do 
get going. We need to find a way of 
engaging those people who do not want 
to live in camps and a way to inspire a 
new generation of protesters. 

Many of the roads now being 
planned are at early stages, and camps 
are, arguably, not always the best use 
of our energy. In my opinion, at these 
stages, direct action is crucial. It is 
not only a taste of what will follow, 
but direct action demonstrates our 
rejection of the biased planning pro- 
cesses and inadequate protection for 
wild places. 

In November, a gathering of UK 
activists discussed new tactics for op- 
posing road building and airport con- 
struction. Already, we are seeing the 
disruption of public meetings, banner 
drops and blockades of meetings at- 
tended by the road-building lobby. 
This is crucial for one simple reason: 
By the time the bulldozers move in, it 
is nearly always too late. Early action is 
the most likely to be effective. 

A central issue to address is why 
road building is important in the 
UK. Traffic is a major component of 
climate change, and road building is 


a big threat to our already-pressured 
ecology. We are a small and heavily 
populated island, with our wild places 
under much pressure. Building roads 
fragments habitats and makes them 
less stable. 

Will we see another wave of road 
protests? Perhaps. But it is my hope 
that we will see different protests, 
different tactics and, ultimately, no 
more roads! 

In response to the new road-building 
proposals, Road Alert!, an information 
network for direct action against road 
building, has re-launched itself (visit 
www.roadalert.org.uk). A new network, 
Road Block, has also started up to sup- 
port community opposition to roads 
(visit www.roadblock.org.uk). 

Helen B. has been involved in direct 
action on environmental, animal rights 
and social justice issues since the 1 980s, 
including helping to set up Road Alert! in 
1 993. Helen is also employed as an ecolo- 
gist and works on rewilding and ecologi- 
cal network projects in England. 



Twyford Down, 1994 
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BY Leeanne hunt. The so-called "Seal Protection Act" states that a 

Alex Comelissen is a Dutch animal rights activist person not involved in the hunt is not allowed to come 
working with the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society— within a half mile of the area where the killing takes place, 
having participated in several campaigns since he joined Even though there hasn't been much coverage on the seal 

hunt that doesn't mean it isn't 
happening. 

a d i S Eftfe; EF!J: How many seals are killed 

\ annually? 

* AC: The official number is 

about 350,000 each year, but 
j we think the actual number is 
, ;l even higher. 

EF!f: What is the Canadian 
\ government's justification for 
continuing the hunt, and what 

i ment has many excuses to jus- 
Wg 1 ^ tify the slaughter — tradition, 
I need of food, demands in pelts, 
managing the numbers, to 
name but a few. It is obvious 
that the government is trying 
to cover up decades of misman- 
agement in fishing policies and 
depleted fish stocks from over- 
fishing. They are now using the 
seals as a scapegoat for their 
own fuck-ups. There isn't any- 
thing to gain from it, in fact, the 
hunt is subsidized. It costs the 
Canadian government millions 
of dollars each year. 

EF!j: According to seal hunt 
supporters, harp seals have 
caused the collapse of cod fish 
stocks. Is this true? 

AC: The seals don't feed on 
cod but on the predators hunt- 
ing the fish, therefore actually 
helping the cod population. I 
fail to understand why anyone can blame the seals and be 
believed. The seals have been a part of an ecosystem that was 
in balance long before humans came to interfere with it. 

continued on next page 
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EF!J: What is your position 
onboard the Farley Mowat? 

AC: I am the first officer, 
therefore it is my job to take 
care of the ship in the absence 
of our captain. 

EF!J: Canada's commercial 
seal hunt was stopped for several 
years, until it resumed in 1995. 

As a result, it seems like much of 
the general public doesn't realize 
that the seal hunt happens today. What would you like to 
communicate to EF! Journal readers about the seal hunt? 

AC: The seal hunt is still very real, and the Canadian 
government tries to prevent the world from knowing 


T) e te r m / n nr f i o n is our most 
powerful weapon. We will Keep 
figh+ing the biggest slaughter 
of marine mammals in the world 
until we put an end to it. 





continued from previous page because it too 
Systematic overfishing is responsible for the collapse of blames declin- 
the cod fish stock, but our anthropocentric way of think- ing fish popu- 
ing doesn't allow us to see it that way. What's next, start lations on the 
fishing for krill, blame the baleen whales for the decline seals and will 
in krill stocks and therefore kill the whales? It's already do whatever it 
happening — with more ships going out fishing for krill, takes to save its 
it's just a matter of time before baleen whales will be struggling fish- 
blamed for declining profits. I'm sure that the Japanese ing industries, 
whaling fleet will gladly take care of that "problem." Young fashion 
EF!J: Many people have seen the historic, tragic footage of a designers are 
seal pup being clubbed to death. Are images such as this what promised lots 
motivates you to be with Sea Shepherd? of money and 

AC: Images like that certainly help fuel the rage within are helped by 
me. One particular image that is on my mind is of a seal the fur indus- 
being dubbed with her own baby. The story behind it try to establish 
being that the sealer, after killing the pup, was attacked a name if they 
by the mother and used the freshly killed pup to fend use fur in their 
off the attack, thus killing the mother as well. When I designs, 
joined the Sea Shepherd, I planned on staying for a Obviously, 
year. But after that year, I felt like I couldn't leave — there this doesn't just 
is too much going on. The more I know, the more I feel apply to seal fur. 
obliged to do something 



Hunter with a hakapik poised to slaughter a seal 



about the destruction of our 
oceans. I am an animal 
rights activist and feel very 
fortunate to meet a lot of 
people from all around the 
world with stories about is- 
sues in their countries, very 
dedicated people. 

EFIJ: Why are 

clubs used by the 
sealers to kill the 
pups? 

AC: The sealers 
use clubs or haka- 
piks (sticks with a I 
pointy hook on it) 
simply because 
bullets would be 
too expensive. 

Some would say it 
is also tradition to 
kill the seals in that ™ 
manner, I say it 


u aon r TFvnK anything can 
prepare 1 you for such a brutal 
and senseless Uillina field. 


storage in Norway that there is no market for. Still, EF!f: Are there similarities that you've noticed from one 
Norway is more than happy to buy the pelts from Canada campaign to the next? 
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AC: Every campaign that I have been a part of has 
shown me that humans are driven by short-term greed. 
We want to take as much out of the oceans as we can 
before our competitors do. The fact that we leave a desert 
in our wake doesn't seem to bother us. 

EF!J: What does Sea Shepherd hope to accomplish this year at 
the seal hunt? 

AC: We hope to once more get international attention 
drawn to the hunt; the media on board will take care of 
that. Obviously, we will try to stop the hunt. In the '80s, 
the media proved to be our primary method to shut 
down the hunt. 

EF!J: Sea Shepherd has not been to the Canadian seal hunt 
since 1998. Why? 

AC: We actually have been to the ice floes since '98, we 
just haven't been there with our ship. We have been using 
helicopters with 
media to docu- 
ment what hap- 
pens, but it seems 
we only get full at- 
tention when we 
actually send our 
ship over there. 

Unfortunately, we 
don't have the 
means to take the 
Farley Mowat into 
the ice annually — 
we're a small orga- 
nization with a 
limited budget, 
and there are other 
areas that need our 
attention. We've 
been spending a 
lot of time on the 
preservation of 
Galapagos Na- 
tional Park in the 
past five years; we 
were in the Faeroes 
in 2000 to inter- 
vene with the an- 
nual slaughter of 
pilot whales; we did an anti-whaling campaign in Antarc- 
tica in 2002; and we've done campaigns in the Caribbean, 
Brazil, Cocos Island, Malpelo Island and have spent a lot of 
time in the Pacific retrieving longlines. Besides all of these 
campaigns, we have had to spend quite some time in dry- 
dock fixing the ship. She is an old lady who needs a lot of 
attention. All this is costing us money that we unfortu- 
nately cannot spend on the seal hunt. 

EF!J: Greenpeace has recently decided not to oppose the seal 
hunt. What do you and Sea Shepherd think about that decision? 

AC: I think we are missing yet another opportunity to 
combine our resources. We have asked Greenpeace many 
times in the past to strive side by side, but every time our 
offer has been declined. Unfortunately, Greenpeace is 
worried that working with Sea Shepherd might result in 
the loss of members (and therefore money). We seem to be 


too radical in its point of view. This shows that Greenpeace 
is more interested in its own image and not so much in 
saving the seals. Strangely enough, some people I have 
met, who have worked for Greenpeace or who are still 
working there, would love it if Greenpeace would partici- 
pate in Sea Shepherd’s actions. It seems that the people 
with the six-digit incomes are blocking that, the people 
that have never themselves participated in any actions 
worth mentioning. 

EF!f: I can imagine that the seal hunt is a very intense and 
obviously depressing atmosphere to be in. How are you and the 
rest of the crew preparing for the heartbreaking sights you are 
about to see? 

AC: I don't think anything can prepare you for such a 
brutal and senseless killing field. At the moment, we only 
have long-timers on board who know why we are here and 

who know that 
the best thing to 
do is to stay fo- 
cused on our mis- 
sion to shut down 
the seal hunt. Of 
course, we will 
prepare new crew 
members so that 
they too will know 
what to expect. 

EF!J: What do 
you personally hope 
to accomplish at the 
seal hunt? 

I AC: Besides hop- 
s ing to shut down 
| this horror, I hope 
5. to meet some more 
g interesting people 
| on board our ship. 
~r I know I will get 
1 enough fuel to 
| keep the fire burn- 
s' ing that keeps me 
I going. 

EFlf: You and 
the ship’s crew 
have an advantage 
over most activists that want to end the hunt because you are 
on the Farley Mowat. What can others do to help from afar? 

AC: Contact our office and look on our website, we are 
working on several projects to boycott companies that sell 
seal products on the Canadian market. Send letters to the 
Canadian government, and tell everybody that will listen 
about the hunt still taking place. Or quite simply donate 
money so that we can keep doing what we are doing. 

EF!J: Is there anything else that you want to communicate 
about the hunt, the campaign or your involvement? 

AC: Just like most activists, I have been wanting to oppose 
the seal hunt for a long time. My time has finally come, and 
I feel very fortunate to be a part of it. The crew is one of the 
best I've seen, and I'm looking forward to sailing with them. 

For more information, visit www.seashepherd.org; 
www.harpseals.org. 



The Farley Mowat, Sea Shepherd's flagship 
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Leatherback sea turtle 


Turtles on the Precipice of Extinction 

longline fishing hooks that are primarily used to catch 
by Leeanne swordfish. Sea turtles need air to breathe. When they get 

The largest living reptile on Earth, weighing up to caught on a hook and are unable to surface for air, the 
2,000 pounds and reaching as much as nine feet in turtles drown before they're hauled onto the fishing 
length, the leatherback sea turtle has been around for boats. Longlining became a popular method of fishing 
more than 100 million years. Not until humans began back in the 1980s, partly in response to the increasing 
our destruction of the Earth did the leatherback start a demand for high-quality, high-value swordfish destined 
precipitous decline in number. Female nesting leather- for the clientele of upscale restaurants in Japan, Europe 
backs have declined by 97 percent in the Pacific just in and the US. 

the past 25 years. Overall, the species is currently facing Many nations have fishing vessels engaged in longlining, 
extinction within as little as five years. and the fisheries of particular concern are those targeting 

The highest sources of adult mortality amongst leather- swordfish, tuna, sharks and the Patagonian toothfish (also 
backs are due to industrialized fishing practices, particularly sold as Chilean sea bass, Antarctic black hake or mero). 
longline fishing methods. Other sea turtle species, such as During line setting, longliners set a single line that stretches 
loggerhead and green sea turtles, are also suffering in num- up to 60 miles behind the boat. Attached to it are literally 
bers — partially because of longlining. All of the world's thousands of baited hooks. An estimated one to 10 billion 
seven sea turtle species are in danger of extinction. hooks are set annually by the world's longline fleets — more 

Longline fishing is a practice that kills millions of sea than five million hooks per day. 
animals annually, many of whom are not even the target The industry claims that longlining produces very little 
species but rather "bycatch" or "incidental take." Sea bycatch and that many species are still alive when caught 
turtles fall into the latter category. Every year, an alarm- and then released back into the ocean. In most cases, 
ing number of leatherback sea turtles get caught on however, this is far from the truth. The National Oceanic 


Tsunami Damages Sea 'Buttes 


Endangered green sea turtles were 
also casualties of the tsunami in South- 
east Asia this past December, possibly 
hastening their extinction. At least 26 
sea turtles swept up by the waves were 
found on the shores of Phuket Island, 


Thailand. Some were found dead, while 
others had cuts, scrapes and broken 
shells. The stranded sea turtles were 
returned to the ocean. 

Since sea turtles move slowly, breathe 
through their lungs and need to surface 


regularly for oxygen, they were par- 
ticularly susceptible to the tsunami. 
The waves also carried away two dozen 
endangered olive ridley turtles that were 
part of a breeding program that had 
been aiding their population numbers. 
Debris and steep sand banks left be- 
hind by the tsunami’s destruction could 
further affect the nesting of sea turtles 
in the months to come. 
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Another Reason to be Vegan ? 


Mercury poisoning in shellfish, 
linked to coal-burning power plants 
and automobile use, continues to rap- 
idly accumulate in the marine food 
chain. Coal burning is the largest 
emitter of mercury into the atmo- 
sphere, which is transformed into me- 
thylmercury in the ocean. Predatory 
fish at the top of the food chain 
accumulate methylmercury levels 
considered unsafe for consumption 
even by US government standards. 

Swordfish contain mercury levels 
500 percent higher, on average, than 
levels considered safe by the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. However, 


powerful lobbyists — such as the Na- 
tional Fisheries Institute and the US 
Puna Foundation — are pushing for a 
more lenient standard of health regu- 
lations and watered-down inspections. 

Exposure to mercury vapor can 
result in nervous system damage, 
including tremors, mood and per- 
sonality alterations, numbness or tin- 
gling in the extremities, sensory loss, 
loss of coordination and kidney dam- 
age. A developing fetus exposed to 
contaminated fish through mater- 
nal intake can have neurological 
abnormalities in cognitive and mo- 
tor functions as a result. 


and Atmospheric Administration 
conservatively reports that shallow 
longline fishing captures and kills more 
than four million sea turtles, sharks, 
seabirds (such as albatross) and billfish 
(including blue marlin) annually. More 
than 1,000 marine mammals are killed 
daily by industrial fishing methods, 
including sea lions, whales, dolphins 
and porpoises. 

While some countries either partially 
or fully ban longlining within their 
waters, there are at least 40 countries 
engaged in longlining and additional 
illegal operations pillaging the high 
seas. Even seemingly small operations 
are contracted out to large-scale corpo- 
rations, and many times these vessels 
are essentially pirate operations, chang- 
ing their country of registration at the 
drop of a hat whenever they are caught 
in an illegal act. 

As direct action activists, we need to 
confront this issue where it began — with the greedy corpo- 
rations exploiting our oceans for profit. And as Earth 
Firstlers, we need to step up and cause the ruckus that we 
are so famous for. An amazing species such as the leather- 
back should not be allowed to go extinct just because we 
couldn't act in time. 

Groups like the Sea Turtle Restoration Project (STRP) are 
doing a great job educating the public about this issue and 
pushing the powers that be for stricter regulations (such as 
working to encourage the 
United Nations and Presi- 
dent Bush to enact an 
international ban on de- 
structive fishing practices, 
including longlining). 

STRP also occasionally 
hosts demonstrations — for 
example, the time they de- 
ployed a massive banner 
and hung notices on the 
doors of executives' hotel 
rooms at a National Fish- 
eries Institute conference 
that said: "Do Not Disturb 
the Oceans." 

The work of the crew 
onboard the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society's 
ship, the Farley Mowat, is 
an example of another tac- 
tic that could be utilized. While patrolling the world's 
oceans, the crew will confiscate longlines and free any 
critter that has had the misfortune of being caught on one 
of the lines' huge hooks. But this is only one ship, with 
limited resources, and there are thousands of miles of 
longline set every day. Those with the proper resources, 
especially a boat and navigation experience, could under- 
take marine-based actions. SCUBA divers could enlist their 


dive buddies and dive boat operators for assistance in 
locating and confiscating longlines. 

Actions at the headquarters of the companies profiting 
from the sale of target species is another tactic. And, of 
course, if you eat "seafood," you are only contributing to the 
problem. Stop now, and get your friends and family to do 
the same. Hold demonstrations at restaurants and grocery 
stores that sell longline-caught species such as swordfish. 
(STRP recently led a successful campaign against Red Lobster 

to drop swordfish from its 
menu.) Write letters to the 
profiteers of this industry. 
Let them know that you 
won't be purchasing their 
products, tell them why 
and that you’ll be encour- 
aging others to do the 
same. Be creative and vo- 
cal while communicating 
that there's no more room 
for compromise. With 
only five years left, its ei- 
ther them or the turtles. 
I'm cheering for the 
turtles. 

One potential target is 
the National Fisheries In- 
stitute (NFI), "the leading 
trade association for the 
fish and seafood industry. " 
NFI can be reached at 791 8 Jones Branch Dr, Ste 700, McLean, 
VA 22102; (703) 752-8880; (703) 752-7583 (fax). NFI's 2005 
spring conference is April 16-19 in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

For more information, contact STRP, (415) 488-0370; 
www.seaturtles.org; or the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society, (360) 370-5650; www.seashepherd.org. 

Leeanne is happiest when she is out at sea with only the stars, 
her best friend and bioluminescence to marvel at. 



Leatherback caught in fishing net 
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The Sal 


mon Farms 



by G. de LaMar 

A small motorboat anchored near an Atlantic salmon 
farm in Cobscook Bay, Maine. The skipper cut the engine, 
and a SCUBA diver rolled over the side, splashing into the 
cold water. 

He sank below the surface, drifting down through the 
jade-green murk past the mooring lines that held the vast 
net-pen system to granite blocks set in the mud. Underwa- 
ter, the heavy wires streamed long ribbons of black kelp 
that wrapped fleetingly around his legs and then slipped 
off as he descended. 

Sinking into the gloom, the pressure increased, and the 
diver lost touch with any spatial reference points beyond 
the light above and the darkness below. He became aware 
of a terrible noise, an intermittent electronic ratcheting 
like the amplified scraping of fingernails on a blackboard — 
a sonic seal deterrent, meant to keep seals away from the 
fish. Without seeing it coming, he touched bottom. The 
visibility had been less than six feet, but when his flippers 
hit the sediment, it exploded up into a cloud that blinded 
him. Keeping off bottom, he swam out of the cloud into a 
desert smothered under fine silt — a mix of salmon excre- 
ment, uneaten food and medications. A scattering of sea 
urchins and polychaete worms, the last holdouts in a 
stressed environment, dotted the sparse landscape. 

The diver spent 30 minutes under the two-acre cage 
system, surveying an area that had once been home to a 
diverse marine community. Above him hung the net pens, 
densely packed with farmed fish swimming in circles. The 
70-foot-wide, 50-foot-deep net moved in the current, a 
vast cloud of black mess ready to tangle in his tank and 
regulator, possibly drown him. Two divers working for the 
farms had been lost like that, caught in the nets until their 
air supply ran out. He made his way carefully out from under 
the shadow and back up to the boat, the seal deterrent 
ratcheting incessantly. He broke the surface and spit out his 
regulator. "Let's get out of here," he said to the skipper. 

Welcome, Salmon Farms! 

Beginning in 1986, locals watched the Atlantic salmon 
aquaculture industry take over eastern Maine's Cobscook 
Bay and destroy what was left of a rare marine ecosystem 
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of extreme tides and abundant productivity. By the mid 
'80s, over-harvesting of scallops and other resources had 
exhausted much of the wealth of the bay, and desperate 
fishermen welcomed the opportunity to join "the blue 
revolution." State officials touted salmon aquaculture as a 
source of jobs and an eco-friendly means of reaping a new 
harvest from the sea. 

A member of a long-standing fishing family in Lubec, 
Maine, obtained the first private lease in 1987, and during 
the next 14 years, he watched the industry betray its 
promises to local entrepreneurs, communities, the envi- 
ronment and the world at large. 

"We could have made it," he said, looking back on the 
history of the ill-fated venture. "If the state had protected the 
small growers and focused on quality instead of quantity." 

Instead, state officials limited the size of salmon farms to 
200 acres, favoring economies of scale and the multina- 
tional takeover of the sea. By 2000, three foreign-owned 
companies, Stolt Sea Farms of Luxembourg, Fjord Seafood of 
Norway and Canada's Heritage Salmon — respectively the 
world's third, fourth and 1 1th largest Atlantic salmon grow- 
ers — held all 44 leases on the US side of the bay. By stocking 
at high densities and medicating heavily, Maine fish farmers 
produced a record 36 million pounds of salmon that year. 

The crash came in 2001. A viral disease, infectious 
salmon anemia (ISA), which had already devastated the 
salmon aquaculture industries in Norway, Scotland and 
Canada, spread to the US side of Cobscook Bay and forced 
the destruction of more than two million farmed fish. 

Irreversible Impacts 

The industry has not recovered from ISA, and a court case 
against two Maine growers, Stolt and Fjord, brought to light 
the full extent of environmental degradation caused by 
salmon farming. The revelations included all of the usual 
suspects: nutrient loading, chemical pollution and lack of 
wastewater discharge permits, as well as antibiotic residue 
found in surrounding organisms and residue of the pesticide 
"Slice®" — used to treat salmon for sea lice — found in nearby 
scallops. In addition, Judge Gene Carter pointed out the 
"irreversible impacts of salmon farming" caused primarily 
by farm escapees' interactions with wild Atlantic salmon 
and the introduction of an exotic virus into the bay. 




Of GobsCO 




Thousands of Atlantic salmon escape from the farms 
every year, either in mass disasters such as the 200,000 
mature fish that escaped from a Fjord Seafoods-owned pen 
during a storm in 1998, or as what the industry calls 
"leakage," small, slow-growing fish that swim out through 
the mesh when larger nets are put on the cages. All around 
the North Atlantic rim, wild salmon have felt the impact of 
escapees. Interbreeding between wild and farmed fish has 
permanently altered the genetic makeup of wild stocks. 

At a dam in Veazie, Maine, employees of the Maine Fish and 
Wildlife Service monitor returning salmon. "We get a few 
escapees," said one. "You can tell them a lot of times because 
they're deformed or their fins are all ragged from the cages." 

Twisted Reasoning 

In spite of research that has demonstrated that it is more 
cost effective to harvest salmon from the wild than to grow 
them, the salmon-farming industry receives the continued 
indulgence of government on almost every level. 

Magnus Skretting, a Norwegian cod farmer, points to a 
chart that shows the world population rising to eight billion 
by 2025, with a parallel rise in demand for seafood. Beneath 
the rising lines, a horizontal line represents wild-catch fisher- 
ies, which have stalled at around 100 million tons annually. 
Pointing at the widening gap between supply and demand, 
Skretting suggests that farmed fish, such as cod and salmon, 
would fill a potential seafood deficit of 120 million tons. 

"Talk about lying with the numbers," wrote fisheries 
economist James Crutchfield, appalled by the skewed logic 
evident in Skretting's suppositions. "In developing coun- 
tries, where population growth rates are highest... they are 
hardly candidates for high-priced farmed fish." 

Rather than feed the world, 90 percent of the one million 
tons of farmed salmon produced annually is consumed in the 
developed countries of western Europe, Japan and the US. 

Into the Open Ocean, Cheap Clean Water 

The salmon aquaculture industry has hit the wall in 
terms of the carrying capacity of inshore systems — the 
bays, fjords and estuaries that were used to subsidize its 
growth. Farmed salmon has flooded the available markets, 
which raises the question for carnivorous finfish farmers of 
how to maintain economic growth. 


The answer came at the 2003 aquaculture fair held in 
New Brunswick, Canada, where numerous presenters her- 
alded "Cod, the Next Salmon!" 

Federal governments and their corporate partners have 
launched several pilot projects to develop cod farming in 
the open ocean. Government is ready to subsidize another 
dead-end industry with the clean water needed to rebuild 
wild stocks. 

While plenty of people, including pro-industry microbi- 
ologists, have raised the specter of unknown pathogens 
attacking the farmed fish, regulatory agencies are assum- 
ing that the disease issues that plague salmon will not be a 
problem for open-ocean cod. "We're not worried about it," 
said Linda Chaves, spokesperson for the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, the agency that oversees aquaculture 
leases in federal waters from three to 200 miles offshore. 
According to Chaves, the ocean is so big that the pollution 
won't matter. 

What Aquaculture Leaves Behind 

While the industry tries to escape its past by expanding 
into cleaner water, places like Lubec have been left holding 
the bag. Before abandoning the US, Fjord Seafood claimed 
one-third of a $16 million federal bailout to compensate 
for the ISA epizootic virus. Most of Maine's estimated 2,000 
aquaculture workers — now down to 200 — went on unem- 
ployment, which has long run out. 

Half of the buildings on Lubec's main street sit empty, 
and "for sale" signs have sprouted in front of numerous 
houses. Rather than rebuild wild fisheries accessible to 
average people, the town, state and country chose and 
continue to choose to invest in carnivorous finfish aquac- 
ulture. Those of us left in Lubec have sacrificed both our 
community and the health of our local ecosystem in order 
to feed the already well fed. 

Beneath the salmon pens of Cobscook Bay, the waters 
that once teemed with life have been irreversibly damaged. 
They are but another symptom of a dysfunctional food 
production system: one dominated by multinationals and 
manipulated governments. Coupled with an economic 
system that uses growth and profit as the only measures of 
success, the result can only be a continued descent into a 
deepening disaster. When we hit bottom, it will be abrupt. 
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Shrimp Aquaculture May Compel the End of the Wild 


by G. df. LaMar 

Jose, a technical con- 
sultant with one of the 
dozen shrimp hatcheries 
in southern Sonora, 

Mexico, has worked in the 
shrimp aquaculture indus- 
try since 1 988. Now in his 
late 30s, dressed in jeans 
and a leather jacket, he 
leans back in his chair at 
the company's laboratory. 

"This company started in 
1992 and produced 24 
million post larvae [juve- 
nile shrimp used to stock 
shrimp farms]," Jose says. 

"Now we produce 140 
million post larvae a year. " 

Jose is among those 
on the cutting edge of 
Mexico's shrimp aquaculture boom. Shrimp farms increased 
from zero to almost 200 in Sonora in the past 10 years, and 
aquaculture output now accounts for more than half of the 
50,000 tons of shrimp that Mexico produces each year. Jose 
is representative of the high-tech aquaculture developers 
who expect farm-raised shrimp to completely supplant the 
dwindling wild catch. He acknowledges that the spread of 
disease throughout shrimp farms worldwide has slowed 
growth, but he expects the industry to rebound and con- 
tinue expanding. 

In Bamancho Estuary, a shallow lagoon 50 miles south 
of the hatchery, fishermen keep to the channel as they 
steer their battered skiffs between the mangrove-covered 
peninsula and the cactus-studded mainland. The thick fog 
that often blankets the morning has started to thin. On the 
mainland, a dyke of raw, red earth protrudes into the water 
and breaks the continuity of the shoreline. The smell of an 
aquarium hangs in the air. 

"That is the shrimp farm," explain the fishermen. As 
they go about their business, hauling crab traps and 
netting shrimp, most express ambivalence about the shrimp 
aquaculture industry. The handful of their neighbors who 
work at the farm are at least not competing for the 
remaining wild shrimp. Only Lalo Mendivil voices con- 
cern. A fisherman since he could walk, 38-year-old Mendivil 
sees his demise in the shrimp farm's future. "When the 
damage that aquaculture does is finally acknowledged," 
he says, "It will be too late." 
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Rapacious development 
of high-end commodities 
and the replacement of 
wild-catch fisheries are not 
the intentions of aquacul- 
ture promoters such as the 
United Nation's Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
(FAO). According to an 
FAO spokesman, "The 
wild fisheries will be ab- 
solutely necessary for 
food security." 

Food security for a world 
population is the driving 
force behind aquaculture 
development. The FAO 
spokesman points out that 
wild-catch fisheries have 
flatlined and although 
they may increase slightly, 
the per capita supply of 
fish will slide unless the deficit is made up by aquaculture. 
"Right now, aquaculture accounts for 30 percent of 
the world's fisheries production," he says. "That will have 
to double." 

According to Mexican government projections, shrimp 
aquaculture could expand tenfold — provided that the in- 
dustry can get a handle on disease. 

In 1992, Taura virus hit Ecuador and killed more than 
500 million dollars worth of shrimp. When white-spot 
syndrome hit Taiwan, it cut production by 11 percent. 
Yellow-head virus has been blamed for mass mortalities in 
Thailand's prawn farms, and infectious hypodermal and 
hematopoietic virus (IHH V) caused 90 percent mortality in 
some Hawaiian hatcheries. 

"Disease is the biggest impediment to the expansion of 
the industry," says a lead researcher at the Centre de 
Ciencias de Sinaloa (CCS). She and others believe that the 
major pathway for the spread of viruses has been the global 
market that transfers contaminated shrimp products around 
the world. It is common practice, and legal, for farms with 
disease to harvest infected shrimp early and put them on 
the market. Processing waste from the infected shrimp is 
believed to infect wild shrimp, which then transfer the 
pathogens to cultured shrimp. 

While the impact of these viruses on cultured stocks have 
been studied in detail, their effects on wild stocks remains 
an open question. A lone researcher at Mexico's Research 
Center in Feeding and Development (CIAD) is one of the 




few scientists in the country who has looked at the issue. 
"We found wild shrimp carrying the virus but not exhib- 
iting signs of disease,” says the CIAD scientist. "Only a few 
in close proximity to infected farms showed signs of 
disease." He believes that wild stocks are safe from major 
viral outbreaks. 

Across the street from CIAD's Mazatlan lab, a Mexican 
fisheries official expresses similar views. "We're concerned 
with controlling the disease on the farms," he says, "not at 
looking for disease in wild stocks five years from now." But 
the possibility that wild stocks have become carriers of 
exotic viruses has raised concerns in other quarters. 

While not drawing any conclusions, a World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) spokesman notes that in 1993 when the 
Chinese shrimp aquaculture system crashed from a white- 
spot outbreak, there was also a 90 percent reduction in the 
adjacent wild stock. The Joint Subcommittee on Aquacul- 
ture (JSA), which oversees aquaculture in the US, notes that 
a 1 98 7 IHHV epizootic in Mexico 
coincided with a dramatic de- 
cline in the blue shrimp fishery 
in the Gulf of California. 

While the above incidents 
provide corollary evidence, the 
well-documented viral epizootic 
in Florida's spiny lobster fish- 
ery demonstrates that viral out- 
breaks are possible in wild 
stocks. Florida expects a 30 to 
40 percent drop in landings due 
to the disease. 

In spite of the poor under- 
standing of the risks, develop- 
ment continues to roll forward. 

"I think that we will get control 
of the diseases," says the FAO 
spokesman. He points out that 
diagnostic methods are improv- 
ing and the major producers 
will be bound by World Trade 
Organization (WTO) standards 
requiring health certificates for 
shrimp and other crustaceans 
prior to export. 

In addition to a global certifi- 
cation program, shrimp-producing countries have devised 
their own systems for confronting disease problems. These 
include requirements that farms use the best management 
practices, such as filters on intake canals, reducing water 
exchange and purification of tanks between harvests. 

The FAO notes, however, that the capacity to fully 
implement and enforce adherence to such practices is 
often limited. In 1999, for instance, only 12 of 24 shrimp 
farms under construction in the municipality of 
Huatabampo, Sonora, had permits. The FAO estimates that 
it will be 10 years before the measures to safeguard aquac- 
ulture shrimp from disease become effective. 

Other scientists believe that total domestication of cul- 
tured shrimp, through breeding or genetic engineering, will 
solve many of the health problems — and that appears to be 
where the money is going. Sygen, a British multinational 
and world leader in genetic research, recently purchased 


Super Shrimp, Mexico's leading producer of post larvae. 

But the CCS scientist notes that the nature of viruses 
makes it very difficult to combat them through breeding 
resistant shrimp. "The virus can mutate very quickly," she 
says. "Faster than you can breed resistant shrimp." 
She also points out that vectors for disease transfer are 
poorly understood. 

She has taken a different approach and launched a pilot 
project that will harvest post larvae from tide pools and 
grow the shrimp in net pens with little input. "We hope 
this project will give fishermen, who are facing declin- 
ing catches, an opportunity to get into shrimp farming 
at a low cost," she says. "By growing shrimp in condi- 
tions similar to the wild, they will be protected by their 
natural defenses." 

Jose has little faith in the idea. He agrees with the 
prevailing sentiment that domestication is the answer. 

Yet 50 percent of Mexico’s production still comes from 

the wild, and the transfer of 
pathogens into the wild will 
undoubtedly threaten food se- 
curity rather than guard it. The 
same diseases that spread 
through the world's aquacul- 
ture industry have also been 
found in many wild stocks, and 
exotic viruses now threaten 
valuable resources. 

Fishermen near Jose's hatch- 
ery say their individual catches 
are down, but overall the stocks 
seem healthy. "We have seen 
some sick shrimp, but not 
many," says the former presi- 
dent of the local cooperative in 
Yavaros, Sonora. 

Biologists studying disease 
in the wild point out that an 
ailing shrimp would quickly 
fall prey to the ocean's nu- 
merous predators. They note 
that the appearance of any 
sick organisms could be evi- 
dence of problems on a much 
larger scale. 

Industry advocates, backed by a legion of scientists, 
claim that disease problems in aquaculture are as manage- 
able as disease problems in terrestrial animals. 

"We had plagues with chickens and cows, and in time, 
we learned to control them," says a molecular biologist 
with CIAD. The technician believes things will return to 
normal in as little as two years, with no noticeable impact 
on wild stocks. But their research looks only inside the 
shrimp ponds. While the farms may find a balance with 
disease, one investment brochure for shrimp aquaculture 
predicts: "Disease will wipe out as much as 80 percent of 
the wild stocks." 

Continued shrimp aquaculture development may create 
the one circumstance compelling its own existence: the 
end of the wild. 

G. has been professionally involved in fisheries, aquaculture 
and marine issues since 1975. 
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Fingering Big Pharma 


by Ethan Walker 

If you're not already aware that Pennsylvania is becom- 
ing a major hotbed of expansion for the biotechnology 
industry — and of resistance against it — now is the time to 
start paying attention! 

From June 1 9-22, a powerful lobbying consortium, the 
Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO), is holding 
its annual international convention in downtown Phila- 
delphia. And while more than 10,000 biotech industry 
leaders gather to plan the expansion of their corporate 
control over life itself, grassroots activists will once 
again converge to confront them and expose the truth 
that the experimental science they call "innovation" 
really spells "Biodevastation" for human health, food 
security, local autonomy and biodiversity. 

In Pennsylvania, 2004 was a year 
in which the biotech industry 
used its influence over govern- 
ment to make some impres- 
sive — and disturbing — gains. 

In July, Congressman James 
Greenwood, representing parts 
of northeast Philadelphia as Re- 
publican chairman of a House 
subcommittee, scheduled hear- 
ings into whether pharmaceu- 
tical companies had concealed 
evidence that "antidepressant" 
drugs may induce suicide 
among children and adoles- 
cents. Parents of kids who killed 
themselves just days after using 
Prozac or Zoloft had eagerly antici- 
pated the chance to watch pharma- 
ceutical CEOs testify under oath about 
the properties of the drugs they market. But Greenwood 
abruptly canceled the hearings after BIO (where some of 
those same CEOs sit on the board of directors) offered to 
appoint him as its president — a job he accepted for a 
four-fold salary increase to $650,000. 

Then on November 30, Governor Ed Rendell signed 
into Pennsylvania law legislation that prohibits munici- 
pal or county governments from passing ordinances 
banning the use of genetically engineered seeds. In 
other places, most notably in California's Mendocino 
and Marin counties, such bans have recently been ap- 
proved by public referendums. 

According to Arthur Caplan, director of the Center for 
Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania: "We don't have 
sufficient oversight in place to make sure that the new 
animals and plants that result from genetic engineering are 
really safe for us and the environment." And when govern- 
ment bestows public largesse on poorly supervised biotech 


research and development, the problem is only compounded. 
With funds from the state's 1 1-billion-dollar settlement with 
cancer-causing tobacco corporations, Pennsylvania set aside 
two billion dollars as venture capital for biotech companies — 
including $ 1 00 million to create three regional "Life Sciences 
Greenhouses.” Recipients of these grants are chosen not on 
the basis that their project will improve public health but 
"upon their relative potential for creating economic benefit 
through job creation." 

While protesters at past BIO conventions have tended to 
focus their critiques on the dangers of Monsanto, genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs) and "Frankenfoods," in 2005, 
the emphasis is likely to center more on medicine itself, as 
well as the broad social implications of its commodification. 
This is due, in part, to Philadelphia's status as a hub where 
"Big Pharma" dominates. Eighty percent of the world's 
largest pharmaceutical companies are 
within a 50-mile radius of Philadel- 
phia. In particular, New Jersey has 
the largest concentration of busi- 
nesses in the US that produce pre- 
scription pharmaceuticals, and it is 
home to the headquarters of Merck, 
Johnson & Johnson, Bristol-Myers 
Squibb and Aventis. These corpo- 
rations, and others like New York's 
Pfizer and Pittsburgh-based Bayer, 
will probably constitute a bigger- 
than-usual presence at BIO 2005. 
The pharmaceutical aspects of 
biotech also warrant our attention 
following recent scandals that have 
rocked high-profile drugs and have 
captured huge corporate media at- 
tention. In response to a study 
showing that patients who take 
Vioxx face four times the risk of heart 
attack compared to those taking a placebo, Merck removed 
this popular anti-inflammatory drug (along with its two- 
and-a-half billion dollars in annual sales) from the market 
in September. Vioxx may have prompted heart attacks in 
as many as 136,000 people since its 1999 introduction, and 
Merck faces the prospect of bankruptcy from class-action 
lawsuits. Chilling company documents revealing that Merck 
had known for years about the escalated risk of cardiovas- 
cular failure may pound the final nail in its coffin. One 
internal marketing guide, entitled "Dodge Ball Vioxx," 
instructed salespeople to avoid direct answers regarding 
the health consequences of Vioxx, with one catchall rem- 
edy to hard questioning: "dodgel" 

That is precisely what Merck's rival, Pfizer, has at- 
tempted to do since the December disclosure of similar 
problems with its top-selling painkillers Celebrex 
and Bextra. Pfizer claims that the findings are not 
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conclusive, and it plans to keep selling the drugs. The their danger be- 
bad news for Big Pharma doesn't end there. Also in cause distinctions 
December, AstraZeneca reported that a trial of Iressa, a between the two 
lung cancer drug approved in the US last year, showed have become in- 
that it does not prolong lives; Eli Lilly warned doctors creasingly blurry, 
that Strattera, its drug to treat children's "attention "Biopharming" is 
deficit disorder," had caused severe liver injury in at a niche of biotech 
least two patients; and Johnson & Johnson was sued by that turns ordi- 
a seven-year-old girl who suffered permanent blindness nary plants and animals into protein-production facto- 
as an allergic reaction to Children's Motrin. More gener- ries through genetic engineering. Since the early 1990s, 
ally, a backlash of consumers against high drug prices is the US has planted small numbers of experimental 
emerging, patent licenses on old drugs are running out, "pharma crops," and large-scale production is expected 
and the number of new drugs has declined sharply since to begin within a few years. Some corporations hope 
the mid-1990s despite increases in annual spending on that engineering antibodies to tuberculosis or HIV into 
research and development. On top of all that, filmmaker maize or soybeans will produce cheaper vaccines. But in 
Michael Moore has started his next documentary, provi- its new study, "A Growing Concern," the Union of 
sionally entitled Sicko and due for release in two years, Concerned Scientists (UCS) warns that pharma contami- 
about the pharmaceutical industry. nation of food crops will be extremely difficult to pre- 

With Big Pharma facing such a "perfect storm" of problems, vent. Against the prospect of finding drugs misplaced in 
the time is ripe for activists to turn up the heat with a radical our cereal, the UCS recommends that "the US Depart- 
critique that exposes the underlying, systemic causes of these ment of Agriculture halt the outdoor production of 
tragic failures and scandals. As Dr. Matthias Rath, author of genetically engineered pharmaceutical and industrial 
Making Health a Human Right, has persuasively argued, the crops immediately." 

pharmaceutical industry, by its very nature, is unable to In Philadelphia this June, for these reasons and many 
produce medicines or treatments that prevent or eradicate more, join us to loudly declare and creatively demonstrate 
diseases. Because Big Pharma depends on the repeated sale of that, in fact, "disease and starvation will not be solved 
drugs for its profits, elimination of disease destroys the by corporations!" 

market for its products. Accordingly, 80 percent of the For updates about plans for protests and a counter-conven- 
pharmaceutical drugs currently available on the world mar- tion at this year's BIO gathering, email biodev- 
ket have no positive, durable impact on health but merely subscribe@lists.riseup.net or visit www.biodev.org. To be 
mask symptoms. Due to this, today's most common ailments involved with the mobilization, contact phillyrage@riseup.net. 
continue to spread despite the fact that effective, often Ethan is a writer, activist atul founding member of Philadel- 
natural, non-patentable alternatives are available. phia Resistance Against Genetic Engineering (RAGE). A recent 

Rather than deflecting attention from the problems graduate from Rutgers College, he seeks employment and can be 
of GMOs, focusing on pharmaceuticals serves to reinforce contacted at phillytrii@yahoo.com. 


QQte Fined Riff Time Indonesia. Yet despite the bribe, the 

® government official did not waive the 

On January 6, Monsanto was fined current and former Indonesian gov- environmental study requirement, 
one-and-a-half million dollars for brib- eminent officials and their family mem- Monsanto has also admitted to pay- 
ing government officials in Indonesia bers between 1997 and 2002. ing bribes to a number of other high- 

in an attempt to avoid an environ- A former manager at Monsanto di- ranking officials in Indonesia, 
mental risk assessment for its geneti- rected an Indonesian consulting firm It agreed to pay one million dollars 
cally engineered (GE) cotton, Bollgard. to give a $50,000 bribe to a high-level to the Department of Justice, adopt 

The US Securities and Exchange official in Indonesia's environment internal compliance measures and co- 

Commission (SEC) had charged ministry in 2002. The Monsanto em- operate with continuing civil and 

Monsanto with making illicit pay- ployee told the firm to disguise an criminal investigations. In addition, 

ments in violation of the Foreign Cor- invoice for the bribe as "consulting the company was fined $500,000 by 

ruption Act, bribery, falsifying books fees." At the time, Monsanto was fac- the SEC to settle the bribe charge and 

and "questionable payments." These ing stiff opposition from activists and other related violations, 

payments, worth approximately farmers who were campaigning against Monsanto has accepted full respon- 

$700,000, were made to at least 140 its plans to introduce Bollgard in sibility for its employees' actions. 


Monsanto 
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blast from the past 

Eostar 1995 Earth First! Journal 

Strategy without Law 


by Craig Beneville 

Things are bad. 

It is not exaggeration to say a 30-year history of environ- 
mental law is being thrown away before our eyes. 

With the dismantling of environmental law, the direct 
action environmental movement is poised for a resurgence — 
if only for the unfortunate reason that it is the last line of 
defense against the corporate marauders. If this resurgence is 
to be effective, however, it is vital that we be politically smart; 
we need to be conscious of strategy. 

We flounder because we tend to 
operate under textbook notions of 
democracy rather than real ones. In 
particular, I refer to the notion that 
political decision-making is a matter 
of competing interest groups vying 
for the support of impartial political 
representatives who carefully weigh 
competing alternatives. The environ- 
mental movement becomes one more 
interest group counterbalanced by 
the interest groups of the logging 
industry or development or mining. 

This textbook notion says that if 
only we lobby hard enough, if only 
we can rally the numbers, write 
enough letters, make enough phone 
calls, then the decisions will be made 
in our favor. 

This assumption is wrong. 

The point we miss is that busi- 
ness and industry are not so much 
an interest group as they are partners of the government, 
whose role it is to see to it that the day-to-day workings 
of empire are completed. The workings, that is, of em- 
ployment, of the mbvement of commodities, of the 
exploitation of natural resources that fuel our society. If 
government does not provide the proper incentives (i.e. 
lax environmental regulations), industry will simply 
stop providing these functions. Business has, in the 
words of political scientist Charles Lindbloom, a "privi- 
leged position" in our society, one eagerly granted by 
politicians whose number-one criteria for popularity 
(and hence, survival) is the state of the economy. 

Policy is imprisoned; politicians are constrained in their 
range of policy alternatives to those that will not unduly 


affect business in its role. To go outside of these boundaries 
is to risk our society's one true sacred cow: the economy. 
No politician will risk the economy because it is the 
primary measure of political success, and the ones that do 
will not remain in their positions long. 

There is, then, a structural impediment in our system of 
governance that, ultimately, is nearly insurmountable for 
lobbying to overcome. We can gain certain victories; the 
system is not completely impermeable, especially to legisla- 
tion not perceived as an economic threat. But the bottom 
line is that when there is a serious 
collision — or the perception of a seri- 
ous collision — between environmen- 
tal law and the economy, the 
economy will emerge the victor. 

This is all an overcomplicated way 
to say nothing new: The system is 
stacked against us. Power and money 
rule. Economics uberalles. But I bring 
it up because examining the wreck- 
age of the environmental movement 
(and let's face it, it's a wreck), I can't 
help but wonder if part of the reason 
for the crash was an acceptance of 
the political order; that is, an 
overwillingness to work through the 
"proper" channels. Channels that 
by default tacitly support the exist- 
ence of a system whose foundations 
are contrary to the goals that we are 
pursuing. 

Which brings us back to strategy. 
There is general consensus within 
the EF! movement of the need for a fundamental change. 
That much is clear to anyone paying attention. What is less 
clear, however, is how the needs of biodiversity are best 
served in the near future. In light of the structural barriers 
discussed above, should we pursue avenues of resistance 
that are more overtly revolutionary? Or would biodiversity 
best be served by a strategy that acknowledges the limita- 
tions within the system but works for the strongest law 
possible because hopes of radical reform are too utopian? 
Perhaps we would be best off focusing less on law and more 
on making life hell for the eco-plunderers in the field? 

Send your answers to the journal. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for five dollars 
each. Order our near-complete, 24-year set for $500. 
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An Injury to One is an Injury to All 

\ ’ . 


Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the IWW 


BY So LED AD 

This year marks the 25th anniver- 
sary of Earth First!, but the no compro- 
mise, direct action, sabotage response 
to industrial capitalism is much older 
than EF! . 2005 also marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Industrial Workers 
of the World (IWW). Celebrations 
commemorating the Wobbly anniver- 
sary are planned throughout the US, 
with the actual centenary marking the 
founding convention held in Chicago, 

Illinois, from .1 une 24-July 3 — the week 
prior to the 25th annual EF! Round 
River Rendezvous (RRR) in Oregon's 
Mt. Hood National Forest. 

>mce its inception, the IWW has 
oeen at the forefront of the radical 
labor movement, working to abolish 
the wage system and overthrow capitalism. The IWW 
was one of the first unions in the US to welcome non- 
white w; rkers. While many labor unions actively lob- 
bied for racist immigration restrictions and inspired 
v racist riots, the IWW openly welcomed workers 
o es and nationalities. 

nergence of the IWW has much in common with the 
EF!. Formed in opposition to the reformism of the 
mains n labor movement, the IWW emphasized direct 
action, o.i-the-job actions, strikes, slow-downs and sabotage 
to get immediate demands met. As the ! WW's 1905 preamble 
states, "Instead of the conservative motto, 'A fair day's wage 
for a fair day's work,' we must inscribe on our banner the 
revolutionary watchword, 'Abolition of the wage system.'" 

Today, the IWW actively organizes workers in many 
industries and locales — from Starbucks workers inNewYork 
City and truck drivers in Stockton, California, to Wild Oats 
employees in Cincinnati, Ohio. As a member-run union, the 
issues and tactics of the IWW are decided upon by the 
workers themselves. The union organizes by industry, not 
by trade, so that all of the workers on the job can be united 
in one big union. 

While many EF! Journal readers are familiar with Judi 
Bari's work linking IWW and EF! organizing, the ideological 
crossover between the two movements has earlier associa- 
tions. As several contemporary historians have noted, there 
is a bit of eco-radicalism present in the earliest days of IWW 
history. In a recent issue of Capitalism, Society and Nature, 
Paul Buhle writes of the early Wobbly days: "Wobbly jour- 
nalists attacked the destructive character of the factory-like 
'bonanza' farms where they worked, the reckless harvesting 
of forests and phony 'reforestation' schemes where Wobs 
found so many of their southern and western members." 


Much of the IWW's most success- 
ful early organizing was in the dan- 
gerous extractive industries — mining 
and logging. The first IWW strike in 
the Pacific Northwest occurred in a 
sawmill in Portland, Oregon, in 1907, 
and it quickly spread to 12 other 
mills. In 1917, lumber strikes blan- 
keted the West Coast demanding an 
eight-hour day, increased wages and 
union recognition. These strikes in- 
cluded workers in Oregon, Washing- 
ton, Idaho and Montana. While not 
all of the strikers were members of the 
IWW, at its peak, 15,000 were card- 
carrying Wobblies. 

The philosophy of the IWW spread 
far beyond its actual membership, in- 
spiring militancy within the lumber- 
industry for decades to come (such as 
the 10,000 lumber workers who went on strike in the 
Pacific Northwest in 1923 to protest persecution of IWW 
political prisoners). 

The IWW's past and present is colorful, rebellious and 
revolutionary. Celebrate this history and find ways to use it 
in current struggles during the IWW's 1 00-year anniversary. 

Chicago events will include a conference on alternative 
forms of worker organizing, and several cultural events are 
planned. The week will be filled with various musicians 
singing Wobbly songs (including Mark Ross, Anne Feeney, 
Rebel Voices and Utah Phillips). Local Wobblies are plan- 
ning an excursion to the Forest Home/Waldheim Cem- 
etery, where the Haymarket martyrs, Emma Goldman and 
Lucy Parsons are buried. Radical historians will be leading 
tours of Bughouse and Haymarket Squares. 

If you won't be passing through Chicago on your way to 
the RRR in Oregon, come to the Northwest early to catch 
IWW centennial events in Portland (June 3-5) and 
Vancouver, British Columbia (June 10-12). 

The 2005 RRR committee will be inviting Wobblies to 
come join in celebrating EF!'s 25th anniversary follow- 
ing their centenary celebration. Our two movements 
have much to learn from one another. With some EF!ers 
at the IWW events and some Wobblies at EF! events, we 
can continue to build the strong solidarity and inter- 
movement ties that we need to bring down industrial 
capitalism! 

People interested in attending or helping with any IWW 
centenary-related events should contact Nathaniel Miller, 
(215) 222-1905; centenary@iww.org. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.iww.org 

Show your solidarity! Soledad will see you this Summer in 
Chicago and Cascadia! 
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BUSH WATCH: 

More Rollbacks and Why 
the Specifics Matter 


by Nolady 

"Bush sets out to dismantle 30 years 
of environmental laws:" Sadly, this 
just isn't news anymore. The slew of 
Bush's environmental rollbacks and 
anti-environmental legislation has 
become overwhelming. Websites like 
"Bush Greenwatch" send out almost 
daily updates on new environmental 
attacks, and at each new 
change, I find myself mut- 
tering, "So Bush sucks, we With 

know that." 

Half of the time, I'm 6l"ivir 
not even convinced the 
rolled-back rules were en- ITIUttC 

forced under the Clinton 
administration. When il- Halfc 

legal logging is the norm, 
how much harm can it rolleC 

really do to make that 
logging legal? When ClintC 

apocalyptic environ- 
mental destruction is 
standard, why should we care that it 
has suddenly gotten monumentally 
worse? It is important that we don't 


stop paperwrenching, but it 
will change how paper- 
wrenchers do their work. 

Finally, knowledge is 
power. It may be overwhelm- 
ing to know exactly what is 
going on, but we do need to 
know. It isn't enough to say 
that the forests should be protected. 
Keeping ecosystems intact and work- 
ing toward restoration requires know- 
ing what the problem is, what needs to 
happen to change that situation and 
who the "decision-makers" are. It re- 
quires intimate knowledge of the places 
that are being destroyed. Each of these 
legislative changes will have a con- 
crete, on-the-ground effect on the places 


With almost daily updates on new 
environmental attacks, I find myself 
muttering, “So Bush sucks, we know that.” 
Half of the time, I’m not even convinced the 
rolled-back rules were enforced under the 
Clinton administration. 


we treasure and the places many spe- 
cies rely on for survival. 

Consider this a challenge: Choose 


timber companies, real estate develop- 
ers and oil companies from altering 
their plans to address issues arising 
from endangered species and their habi- 
tat, and it affects millions of acres of 
private land. 

In June, a federal judge blocked 
Clinton's rule and required expanded 
public comment. The Bush adminis- 
tration officially let the public have 
their say, then re-issued the same policy. 

Return of the Bad Bills 

Bush is still determined to open the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil 
drilling. Two years ago, the Senate 
defeated plans to exploit the refuge by 
52 votes to 48. But with the election of 
four Republican senators 
who favor drilling, and 
PI G W the disappearance of one 

who opposed it, the ad- 
jyself ministration now has the 

votes for victory. 

'that.” The same scenario 
stands for the energy bill, 
edthe also defeated last Con- 

gress, which would inves- 
er th© tigate vast new tracts for 
exploitation of oil and gas 
and would encourage the 
building of nuclear power 
stations, halted since the 
1979 Three Mile Island accident. 

Dismantling Nixon-Era 


get sucked into the trap of apathetic 
disempowerment — death by statis- 
tics — caused by the constant drone 
of Bush-led environmental threats. 

First of all, we need to remember 
that the problem isn't George W. Bush. 
"Bush is bad" messaging implies that 
ecotopia will emerge with the removal 
or replacement of Bush. 

Second, the laws do matter — even 
if they aren't being enforced. 
Paperwrenching is a vital tool of many 
worthy campaigns. Getting rid of or 
changing environmental laws won't 


one of the Bush administration 
changes below, and find a place near 
you that is threatened by this change. 
Make an extra effort to defend it! 

Re-issuing Clinton-Era 
Rollbacks 

On December 10, the Bush adminis- 
tration re-issued Clinton's controver- 
sial "No Surprises" rule, which provides 
developers with blanket assurances that 
once their project starts, it won't have 
to stop no matter what endangered spe- 
cies are found. "No Surprises" exempts 


Legislation 

On December 23, the Bush adminis- 
tration announced a new set of regula- 
tions governing the management of 
the country's 192 million acres of for- 
est. These new policies undermine the 
1976 National Forest Management Act 
(NFMA) and open public forests to in- 
creased logging, gas and oil develop- 
ment. These changes, hidden by the 
widely celebrated Christmas holiday, 
remove NFMA's requirement to pre- 
pare Environmental Impact Statements 
or to revise management plans for 
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individual national forests. The changes 
also remove the US Forest Service's 
(USFS) mandate to preserve fish and 
wildlife habitat in national forests. 

Joe Barton — the Texas Republican 
who helped push through the energy 
bill — announced on December 29, a 
comprehensive review (i.e. rollback) 
of the Clean Air Act, which has cut air 
pollution across the country by more 
than half during the last 30 years. 

Not to be outdone, the Republican 
chairman of the House Resources Com- 
mittee, Richard Pombo, announced a 
review of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). Congressional leaders also an- 
nounced an attack on the National 
Environmental Policy Act, which re- 
quires federal agencies to analyze the 
environmental effects of major devel- 
opments prior to proceeding. 

HFRA Update 

Evidence is mounting that the 
Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) 
promotes harmful logging, as pre- 
dicted. Many of the projects that the 
USFS has begun planning in the year 
since HFRA was signed into law focus 
primarily on logging — rather than pro- 
tecting homes and communities from 
fire or restoring our national forests. 
Additionally, HFRA greatly limits the 
public's ability to participate in man- 
agement decisions or to challenge de- 
cisions harmful to the forest, and it 
does not ensure protections for old- 
growth forests or roadless wildlands. 

For example, the first HFRA project 
proposed in Montana, the Bitterroot 
National Forest's Middle East Fork 
Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project, will 
log nine square miles of forest, includ- 
ing previously unlogged old-growth 
forests. The small amount of bona- 
fide community protection work is 
effectively held hostage through its 
inclusion in a massive logging plan. 

Eliminating Hope for Salmon 
Recovery 

On December 15, the National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration found that hydroelec- 
tric dams on the Columbia and Lower 
Snake Rivers were built before a dozen 
salmon species were listed under the 
ESA. Therefore, the dams are consid- 
ered "pre-existing conditions" and 
part of the basic environment. This 
decision effectively reverses a Clinton 


administration ruling in 2000 that 
permitted dam removal as a last re- 
sort for salmon recovery. 

In addition, the Bush administra- 
tion unveiled a proposal in December 
to reduce federally protected salmon 
habitat by 80 percent. Under the plan, 
it would be easier to develop land 
along streams and rivers, as well as 
areas of Puget Sound. This proposal 
follows a lawsuit filed by the National 
Association of Home Builders and the 
Building Industry Association of Wash- 
ington. These groups argued that the 
previous administration had allowed 
blanket protection of all salmon habi- 
tat — about 150,000 square miles — 
without biological basis. 

Where is the forest, mountain, river, 
neighborhood, garden or desert near- 
est you that is threatened by new 
nuclear power developments, increased 
logging, dams, development or indus- 
trial pollution? I'll see you there. 



Drilling on Padre Island 

The Bush administration re- 
leased its plan in November to 
allow BNP Petroleum to drill a 
cluster of five natural gas wells 
on Texas' Padre Island National 
Seashore. According to a study 
released by the National Park Ser- 
vice, the drilling will take at least 
eight months to complete. 

Up to 1 00 heavy trucks per week 
will be permitted to drive equip- 
ment along the beach during the 
drilling phase. Park managers say 
that they expect to approve an 
additional 15 to 20 wells for BNP 
within the next several years. 

The seashore is home to 13 
endangered and threatened spe- 
cies, including the Kemp's ridley 
sea turtle. Drawing 800,000 visi- 
tors a year, Padre Island is the 
longest unbroken barrier beach 
in the US. 

Living with Wildfire 

Firefighters United for Safety, 
Ethics and Ecology (FUSEE), a re- 
cently formed nonprofit organi- 
zation based in Eugene, Oregon, 
released "A Reporters Guide to 
Wildland Fire” in January. 

FUSEE wants wildland fires to 
be seen as natural disturbances 
that have affected forest ecosys- 
tems for millennia, rather than as 
the villains that the fires are often 
made out to be in the media. 

Current fire policies are damag- 
ing natural resources and putting 
firefighters' lives at unnecessary 
risk. More than one million 
wildland firefighters in the US 
routinely face hazardous and un- 
healthy working conditions, and 
they are often forced to do envi- 
ronmentally destructive activities. 

FUSEE is seeking to change the 
debate about wildfires and to give 
a voice to an emerging ethos of 
wildland firefighters that embrace 
a personal and collective sense of 
duty in service to communities 
and the land. 
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VIOLENCE ESCALATES 


As a U.K. Fox Hunt Ban Nears, Saboteurs Face Attacks 



Violence against hunt saboteurs 
in the UK escalated this Winter as fox 
hunters tried to prevent disruption of 
the last two months of their hunting 
season. A ban on fox hunting in En- 
gland and Wales, approved by Parlia- 
ment in November, was expected to 
go into effect on February 18. 

Four women protesting a fox hunt 
in January were seriously injured after 
a hunt supporter attacked them with a 
wooden pole. In total, 15 hunt sabo- 
teurs attended the hunt to save the 
foxes, using hunting horns and harm- 
less scent-dulling sprays. The back 
window of one of their cars was 
smashed, and all of the saboteurs 
present were threatened. Following the 
clash, one of the saboteurs had a bro- 
ken arm, another a broken elbow. 

One of the saboteurs, Jaine, said of 
the hunter who beat them up, "He just 
went mental. First, he was throwing a 
bucket full of liquid at us, and then he 
started attacking us. He even drove 
after us to smash the back window of 
the car." 

A Hunt Saboteurs Association (HSA) 
spokesperson, Nathan Brown, com- 
mented, "Previously the flash point 
for trouble would normally be when 
saboteurs intervene and save the 
hunted animal from the hounds, but 
now anti-hunt activists are subjected 


to violence 
and abuse 
as soon as 
they arrive. 
Whereas be- 
fore there 
might only 
be certain 
individuals 
taking part, 
we are now see- 
ing almost all 
members of hunts 
getting involved. The police need to 
take action against violence directed 
at our members before we see another 
hunt saboteur killed." 

Mike Hill was killed during a sabo- 
tage of a hare hunt in 1991 when he 
was driven over by hunter Alan 
Summersgill. In 1993, 15-year-old Tom 
Worby was killed when hunter Tony 
Ball ran him over. No one has ever 
been charged with the deaths. Steve 
Christmas narrowly escaped death in 
September 2000, receiving life-chang- 
ing injuries when he was driven over 
by a truck during a fox cub hunt. 

In December, hunters in Dorset 
threw punches at saboteurs and tried 
to drag them from their vehicle. At 
another hunt, a saboteur was trampled 
by a horse. The police took no action. 
Later, a hunter dug a fox out from 
where it had sought refuge, and he 
shot the fox in front of saboteurs and 
police. Two saboteurs were arrested. 
In response, Brown said, "This inci- 
dent serves as a reminder that behind 
the sanitized image of hunting, ani- 
mals are tormented and killed to pro- 
vide amusement." 

Hunt saboteurs from Dorset and 
Somerset had their vehicle repeat- 
edly blocked in December after they 
successfully called hounds with a 


hunting horn. Red-coated hunt mem- 
bers whipped the van and attempted 
to whip the saboteurs. Later in the 
day, a hunter, "frothing at the mouth 
with anger," repeatedly kicked and 
thumped the van. Another red- 
coated huntsman tried to bash in a 
window with a log. A group of 15-20 
hunt supporters gained entry 
through the van's back door, stole 
equipment and tried to drag sabo- 
teurs from the vehicle while throw- 
ing punches. When the police 
arrived, they showed no interest in 
the attacks. A video was delivered to 
the local police in the hope that 
charges will be brought against mem- 
bers of the hunt. 

The HSA has responded to claims 
that the government may not oppose 
an injunction from a pro-hunt organi- 
zation, the Countryside Alliance, to 
delay the Hunting Act's implementa- 
tion if the alliance's court case chal- 
lenging the law fails. 

"Whether hunting is legal or ille- 
gal, our members will still be active 
in the fields stopping wild animals 
from being ripped apart. The major- 
ity of the public, and the majority of 
elected members of Parliament, are 
in agreement with us when we say 
that hunting is wrong and should be 
banned. If the government allows 
the Countryside Alliance to call the 
shots, it will be seen as a cowardly 
betrayal," said Brown. 

"Violence against anti-hunt activ- 
ists has escalated since the vote on the 
ban in November. Any delay will not 
reduce that violence — it will merely 
increase the length of time through 
which our members will be subjected 
to violence. Responsibility for any in- 
juries sustained will lie with those who 
delay implementation." 
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by Jonah Clarke 

The Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC), 
working to protect the last herd of wild 
bison from the Montana Department 
of Livestock (MDOL), has won another 
major battle. Using direct action, out- 
reach and a vigorous media campaign, 
BFC secured the cancellation of the 
2005 bison hunt on January 10. 

On December 16, the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks Commission ap- 
proved a plan to hunt 10 wild buffalo 
in the Eagle Creek Special Manage- 
ment Area. The "special management 
area" is the only area in the state 
where buffalo are not subject to ha- 
rassment and slaughter. 

In order to stop the hunt, BFC issued 
a general alert to our supporters that 
asked friends of the 
buffalo to apply for 
buffalo-hunting 
permits, and not 
use them. BFC also 
started a media 
campaign that 
gained worldwide 
attention. Ourvol- 
unteers conducted 
live interviews 
with corporate 
press from Germany, Sweden, Canada, 
Australia and all regions of the US. 

Then on January 3, his first day in 
office, Montana Governor Brian 
Schweitzer received a phone call from 
the BFC office. Schweitzer's assistant 
was informed that there would be huge 
media presence if the hunt proceeded. 
Later that week, Schweitzer replaced 
three members of the Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks Commission, and it held an emer- 
gency meeting and voted four to one to 
cancel the hunt. By the end of the week, 
Schweitzer personally called BFC to es- 
tablish open dialog and to ask for help 
in creating an alternative to slaughter- 
ing the buffalo. BFC is now working 
hard to keep his feet to the fire. 


Back in the field, the day after the 
hunt's cancellation was announced, 
MDOL was pissed off and attempted 
to express its anger by killing a lone 
bull who had been grazing in a 
residential neighborhood for the pre- 
vious three weeks. Fortunately, buf- 
falo are smarter than cowboys, and 
he ran off into the thick tree cover at 
the bottom of a hill where the snow- 
mobiles couldn't follow. On January 
1 2, the National Park (dis)Service shot 
an old, grandmother buffalo inside 
the boundaries of Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park, claiming that she was a 
threat to a handful of domestic cattle 
that graze nearby. 

BFC suspects that with a new gover- 
nor in favor of a new solution, the 
buffalo hunt canceled and a happy, 
healthy, dedicated 
group of activists 
watching every- 
thing, the MDOL 
will be even more 
vindictive this 
year in its slaugh- 
ter of the bison. 
This Spring, when 
hundreds of buf- 
falo are leaving the 
park and newborn 
calves take their first steps, running 
from the MDOL, BFC volunteers will 
be there. 

Volunteers are needed to defend 
the buffalo and their habitat, as well 
as to document every move made 
against them. If you can spare some 
time to help protect this sacred ani- 
mal, or if you would like to help the 
campaign from your hometown, 
contact BFC, (406) 646-0070; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.buffalofieldcampaign.org. 

Jonah Clarke is a reluctant prophet who 
disguises himself as a mild-mannered 
kitchen coordinator until his superpowers 
are needed. He has been working with 
BFC since Spring 2002. 
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Sage Grouse Left without 
Protection from ESA 

On January 7, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service completed its re- 
view of the greater sage grouse 
throughout its range and deter- 
mined that the species does not 
warrant protection under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
This determination resulted de- 
spite acknowledgment that sage 
grouse populations have declined 
by as much as 99 percent (see EF!J 
July-August 2004). 

The years-long battle over 
whether to declare the bird as an 
endangered species has pitted 
development and related inter- 
ests against conservationists. List- 
ing the sage grouse under the ESA 
would have meant restrictions on 
hunting, grazing, and oil and gas 
leasing across 150 million acres 
of sagebrush habitat in 1 1 west- 
ern states. 

The bird's habitat sits atop some 
of the nation’s richest natural gas 
fields in Colorado, Montana, Utah 
and Wyoming. 

Horse Auctions Begin 

Montana Senator Conrad 
Burns, with support from Sena- 
tors Byron Dorgan of North Da- 
kota and Nevada's Harry Reid, 
inserted a rider onto the Senate 
appropriations bill in November 
that directs the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) to dispose of 
"excess" wild horses and burros. 

The bill suggests that wild 
horses and burros that are either 
more than 1 0 years of age or were 
refused for adoption at least three 
times "shall be made available for 
sale without limitation, includ- 
ing through auction to the high- 
est bidder." Some say this action 
could conceivably initiate the 
largest wholesale slaughter of 
horses in North America. 

The BLM claims that it did not 
request the provision and that it 
has no position on the issue. 



The buffalo need your continued help 
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Defending the Redwoods with North Coast EF! 


In the treetops of old-growth redwoods and Douglas firs, 
forest defense in Humboldt County, California, continues. 
On the ground, activists expose, target and litigate the 

EVILS OF THE TIMBER INDUSTRY. 


by Verbena and Half-Hitch 

In October, following the devastating 
loss of Aradia and her grove on Gypsy 
Mountain (see EF!f November-Decem- 
ber 2004), activists, aching for more 
community resistance to deforestation, 
drafted the "Pledge of Resistance for the 
Forest." The pledge acknowledges that 
the Earth and her peoples are in an 
emergency state and establishes com- 
mitments to act accordingly, including 
"going to the very places to bear witness 
and show support for activists being 
removed or attacked." 

Once the pledge was created, the 
"Persistent Resistance for the Forest" 
campaign began, focusing on the hid- 
den forces that perpetuate local defor- 
estation. This Winter, activists have 
protested the Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s Department, the law firm of 
Mitchell Brisso, Delaney and Vrieze 
(which has represented the Sheriff's 
Department, Pacific Lumber 
(PL) and Simpson Timber), the 



district attorney, the local newspaper 
and the California Department of For- 
estry. Forest activists disseminated in- 
formation about each protested entity's 
role in deforestation and in violence 
against activists. 

Meanwhile, treesits in the Freshwa- 
ter and Mattole watersheds remain 
strongholds where folks connect with 
great elders and bring attention to 
corporate logging. Since October, ac- 
tivists have fortified their defense of a 
pristine grove of 30 ancient redwoods. 
"Fern Gully" sits on a huge slope and 
is in immediate danger. Most of the 
trees are tied in together, allowing 
defenders to travel through the "tree 
village" without touching the ground. 

The surviving ancient redwoods in 
the "upper village" of Freshwater con- 
tinue to inspire. Willow has spent 
more than a year in "Jerry" — a 1,600- 
year-old redwood — and he appeared 
on the Jay Leno Show in December as 
one of the "most interesting per- 
sons in California." 

In the Mattole, treesits that be- 
gan in August remain in several 
old-growth Douglas firs. Two 
Mattole treesitters were forcibly 
removed two days following 
September's attack on Gypsy 
Mountain, and the tree was cut. 
Later, the treesitters were acquit- 
ted of trespass charges because 
the prosecution didn't prove own- 
ership of the land. 

Activists have been forcing the 
legal establishment to see the dan- 
ger in treesit extractions. Phoenix, 
a forest defender who free-climbed 
an ancient redwood in 2003 to 
witness another activist's 
painful extraction, was 
charged with felony as- 
sault in a coverup after 
he was brutalized by 
PL's hired extractors 
(Eric Schatz and crew). 


Phoenix's lawyers have subpoenaed 
PL's videotapes of the incident, but 
Schatz has refused subpoenas, his wife 
assaulted a process server, and his law- 
yer argued that the court should for- 
bid any viewing of the tapes. 

On November 9, seven activists 
locked themselves to a gate, a logging 
truck axle and a concrete, metal-filled 
"revolutionary bundle of joy" to block 
a truck yard of PL's primary subcon- 
tractor, Steve Wills Logging and Truck- 
ing. Wills had never been targeted 
before. A few years ago, the company 
bought all of PL's truck fleet, and it is 
clearcutting every watershed we 
struggle to protect. PL no longer em- 
ploys loggers — so Steve Wills, Colum- 
bia Helicopters and other outsourced 
companies implement the destruction. 

North Coast forest activists are pay- 
ing close attention to a 65-acre PL 
logging plan (near Bear Creek) that 
proposes to cut giant, old-growth red- 
woods on steep hillsides bordering 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park, High- 
way 101 and seen from the famous 
"Avenue of the Giants." Fortunately, a 
Water Quality Control Board and the 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
do not concur with PL's plan, nor does 
the community at large. 

Lastly, treesit extractor Schatz vis- 
ited treesitters in the Rattlesnake Creek 
forest of the Mattole watershed. Schatz 
arrived with PL's land manager and 
the head of security, and he cut down 
the activists' supplies in two trees. The 
PL employees proceeded to start a fire 
on the forest floor to burn the gear — 
clothes, tarps and a wooden platform — 
and left the fire burning when they all 
departed. PL has contracted out to 
Schatz for the past seven years to forc- 
ibly evict treesitters using violent and 
reckless means. 

For more information, contact North 
Coast Forest Defense/Earth First!, POB 
28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-6598; 
www.northcoastearthfirst.org. 

Verbena and Half-Hitch are two forest 
defender/community members from 
Humboldt County, who are often in jail 
and in court. They learn simple truths 
from the trees and show the jail and the 
courts that while justice may be blind, 
those of us defending the Earth are not. 
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Humboldt Forest 


by Willow 


You are invited to take a walk in a virgin stand of Redwoods. 
You are invited to be held in the bosom of magnificence. 
You are welcome to cry at the foot of a stump. 

You are welcome to weep as the salmon suffocate. 

Come join us sitting in trees. 

Come join us with your toes in the mud. 

Comes hear the silent voices of the air, water, fire and earth. 
Let the dams fall down. 

Let the creatures run free. 

Let the corporations commit suicide. 

Let us care for her wounds. 

Let the chemicals wash away to never return. 

Put down the watches, smash the clocks. 

Turn your eyes upwards to witness the dance. 

Park the cars, hide the keys. 

Take off your shoes and feel where you are. 

Stop forging steel, we need no more chains. 

Stop pouring asphalt, it is tar on her lungs. 

Stop building walls, and dance around the fire. 

Hear the beat, it's inside you. 

Feel your way, let the mind follow the heart. 

Love yourself, we'll call it a start. 

Live the life you love, love the life you live. 

Forgive, forgive, forgive, forgive, forgive, forgive. 


Treesitter Lawsuits Against Pacific Lumber Multiply 


Two more treesitters, who were forcibly removed from their platforms in 
northern California's ancient redwoods, have filed lawsuits against Maxxam/ 
Pacific Lumber (PL) and the men hired to seize them from high above the 
ground. Amy Gershman and Jamie Kohler joined fellow treesitters Jeny Card, 
Lindsey Holm, Kristi Sanchez, Scott Petersen and Anna Farnam in filing 
lawsuits on January 14. The lawsuits are in response to the string of treesit 
evictions that occurred in the forested hills above the tiny hamlet of Freshwater, 
California, in Spring 2003 (see EF!J May-June 2003). 

The seven treesitters, along with more than 20 residents and protesters, were 
slapped with a lawsuit by PL in 2002 that charged them with trespass and 
conspiracy. A SLAPP suit is a Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation. The 
activists' counter lawsuits include allegations of assault, battery, negligence, 
infliction of emotional distress, false imprisonment and violation of civil rights. 

Unlike most of the other redwood giants formerly occupied by treesitters, the 
trees that Gershman and Kohler sat in are still standing. Kohler was the third 
treesitter to be evicted from the ancient redwood known as "Jerry." Gershman, 
another long-term treesitter whose feet didn't touch the ground for seven 
months, was removed from a giant, double-trunk redwood dubbed "Everlasting 
Life." The two trees are still occupied by treesitters, and PL is still intent on 
cutting the trees down. 

For more info., visit www.headwaterspreserve.org; www.northcoastearthfirst.org. 
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Campesinos Killed in 
Guatemala Mine Protest 

In December, two people were 
killed when the Guatemalan po- 
lice and military took action to 
end a blockade of the Canadian- 
owned Marlin gold mine. The 
standoff took place when villag- 
ers blocked a bridge to stop the 
transport of mining equipment. 

Opposition from local commu- 
nities has stalled several mining 
projects in Latin America in re- 
cent years. 

In May 2004, Guatemalan or- 
ganizations called on the World 
Bank Group to delay approval of 
the Marlin mine, since more con- 
sultation was necessary and large 
segments of the local population 
did not support the project. The 
World Bank Group not only pro- 
vided a $35-million loan to the 
mine, it is also part owner of the 
project. The mine was approved 
in June. 

Disaster in the Philippines 

Tens of millions of people are 
thinning forests across the Philip- 
pines, and nature is fighting back 
with increasingly deadly floods 
and landslides, according to Phil- 
ippine President Gloria Arroyo. 

A weak storm unleashed tons 
of logs, boulders and mud from 
the Sierra Madre mountains 
that buried four towns on the 
northeast coast of the Philip- 
pines' main island, Luzon, on 
November 29. 

People blame both legal and 
illegal loggers for the loss of more 
than 1,000 lives. While the gov- 
ernment has banned all com- 
mercial logging in some areas, 
there is still a rapid rate of defor- 
estation occurring throughout 
the Philippines. 

Some environmentalists fore- 
cast that old-growth forest could 
vanish from the island chain en- 
tirely within 20 years at current 
logging rates. 
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Fight Against Scripps 

Eco-Rebellion Stirring in the Swamps 


Corporate biotech, 
mad scientists, real estate 
developers and corrupt 
politicians: watch your backs! 

BY PANAGIOTI 

During the last week of December, 
more than 70 activists from across 
Florida (and several other states) 
gathered in the J. W. Corbett Wildlife 
Management Area, 60,000 acres of 
Everglades in northwestern Palm 
Beach County. The Corbett is directly 
adjacent to Mecca Farms, the pro- 
posed 2,000-acre site for Scripps' Re- 
search Park and "Biotech village" (see 
EF!J November-December 2004). 

The week was packed with skill- 
sharing and discussions on topics 
like: forming direct action affinity 
groups, combating gentrification, 
permaculture basics, immigration 
and globalization, using environ- 
mental litigation, farm worker soli- 
darity, blockading tactics and 
thinking beyond civilization. 


The kitchen was beautifully de- 
signed, well stocked and propane-free, 
using a four-burner rocket stove for all 
meals. The childcare tent was full of 
toys, books, art projects and lots of 
amazing kids. All the shit and com- 
post we created was hauled out for 
urban gardening projects. Local hunt- 
ers and campers brought firewood and 
encouragement for our efforts. Park 
rangers asked to help us plan another 
camp next year. 

Folks that came down for the camp 
also got a glimpse of what's going on 
in towns on the coast. Lots of folks 
celebrated New Year's Eve with a 
beach/dance party in Miami and New 
Year's Day by volunteering in the 
Chief Sitting Bull Community Gar- 
den in Lake Worth. The garden activi- 
ties also included a pinata for 
neighborhood kids and a screening of 
the documentary El Fuego y la Palabra 
(The Fire and the Word ) to commemo- 
rate the 11 -year anniversary of the 
Zapatista uprising in Chiapas. Back at 
the camp, there was fireside action 


brainstorming, which ended up play- 
ing out something like this... 

On January 3, folks in South Florida 
mobilized autonomous direct actions 
targeting the Business Development 
Board of Palm Beach County (BDB). 
The BDB has claimed responsibility 
for attracting Scripps to South Florida. 
In a multi-faceted action that involved 
several affinity groups, the BDB office 
in downtown West Palm Beach was 
disrupted and occupied throughout 
the morning. 

One group of people anonymously 
entered the building and dumped 
buckets of rotten oranges on the floor, 
leaving behind a cardboard sign that 
read: "Biotech-One Big Mess. " A sepa- 
rate group made their way up the 
stairs and used bicycle U-locks to 
chain themselves to the railing, un- 
furling a banner asking, "BDB: What 
good are more jobs if you can't drink 
the water?" By the time the local 
police arrived to deal with the office 
occupiers, another group of 20-30 
people strolled up the street armed 




French Occupy Nanotech Site 

A group of people occupied a crane at the Minatec 
Nanotech Center construction site in Grenoble, France, 
on December 13, and stopped construction for the day. 
Supported by protesters on the ground, the activists 
unfurled banners against nanotechnology. Minatec is 
slated to be the largest nanotechnology center in Europe. 

"Shutting down this site for only a couple of hours is 
attempting to stop a project that we refuse. It's an 
opportunity to launch once again the idea of a necessary 
social change, here and elsewhere," according to the 
occupiers of the building site. 

"What we want more than anything are not 'revolu- 
tionary' and 'smart' microscopic chips but revolutionary 
and smart ways to reorganize our lives." 

Where Angels Fear to Tread 

According to the UK-based organization THRONG, The 
Heavenly Righteous Opposed to Nanotech Greed, Harry 
Swan is no stranger to opening a messy can of worms. Swan, 
a former public relations spokesperson for Monsanto, is 


currently the nanotechnology manager of Britain's leading 
producer of carbon nanotubes, Thomas Swan and Co. 

On December 9, THRONG'S heavenly angels inter- 
rupted a nanotechnology conferencein Buckinghamshire 
to bestow a "can of worms” award to Swan. Swan was 
responsible for Monsanto's attempt to convince the 
public to accept genetically engineered foods, and the 
conference set forth to convince UK businesses that 
nanotechnology is "the next big thing." 

While the award was presented, a dozen angels sang, 
"Hark the throng of angels sing, nanotech’s a dodgy thing." 

ALF Claims First Deer Liberation in the US 

On January 18, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
claimed responsibility for what it called the "first-ever 
deer liberation in the US" when an entire herd was 
released from the GNK Deer Farm. Located near San 
Miguel, California, the GNK ranch is one of the three 
largest venison farms in the state. 

According to an ALF communique, "Freedom for these 
creatures — for whom death is a certainty— was a simple 
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with monster puppets, mock biohaz- 
ard suits, street theater skits, signs 
and banners. Before cops could cut 
the lockdowns loose and drag out 
the activists inside, two others ap- 
peared on the roof with a large ban- 
ner reading: "Biodiversity Not 
Biotechnology!" 

By this time, the media was swarm- 
ing, office employees were taking an 
unexpected break while watching their 
boss pick rotten fruit up off of the 
fancy rug and business would not be 
going back to usual anytime soon. In 
total, there were nine arrests with five 
facing bogus felony charges. 

It's not just Scripps that the BDB is 
backwards about. These folks are also 
advocates of massive gentrification in 
local urban areas and pushers of free- 
trade agreements on a global scale. 
The BDB embodies the predatory mind 
frame of greed and expansion. 

Say hello to the BDB, (56 1 ) 835- 1 008; 
(561) 835-1160 (fax); admin@bdb.org. 
For more info., contact Jeaga EF!, (561) 
547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net. 

Jeaga EF! activists are considering tak- 
ing the Corbett rangers up on their invita- 
tion to come back next year, this time 
maybe throwing an international shindig... 
Any ofy'all interested in helping out?! 


Stoking a Wildfire 
Some News on the 
Anti-Scripps Front 

In November, two women streaked 
topless through the Scripps' board of 
trustees meeting at the Breakers Hotel, 
with words written across their bodies 
reading "Nature Yes; Biotech No." Both 
were detained and released, yet they 
were later summoned to court. 

Then on December 30, two animal 
liberation activists were arrested out 
of a group that had stormed the 
office of Seaboard Securities, stock- 
holders for Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS) in Juno Beach, Florida. The 
stockholders are also connected to 
Scripps through HLS' relationship to 
the pharmaceutical giant Novartis. 
The activists are also facing accusa- 
tions of vandalism and burglary at 
another office of the brokerage firm 
that took place the previous night 
and was supposedly claimed by the 
Animal Liberation Front. 

On January 4, it was reported that 
fences at the Vavrus Ranch, part of 
the Scripps real estate deal, were cut 
open — allowing the cows to roam 
freely. The media has stated that 
environmentalists were suspected. 



Another loose 
link in the fight 
against Scripps 
was visible in 
December's la- 
bor conflict at 
the Florida Crys- 
tals Sugar Mill 
in South Bay, 
where more 
than 600 work- 
ers walked the picket line on strike 
for a better contract. One of the 
workers was arrested under suspi- 
cion of sabotaging company equip- 
ment by putting nails in the road to 
flatten the tires of scab trucks. Indus- 
try heads justified their unwillingness 
to negotiate better conditions and job 
security by citing the pressures of free 
trade-induced international competi- 
tion. This is the same reason given for 
building Scripps in the rural area of 
Mecca Farms, where landowners have 
cited selling off their orange groves 
due to their inability to stay competi- 
tive with foreign markets. 

Let's keep 'em coming! 


and unskilled operation." A 500-foot section offence from 
the deer enclosure behind Konieczny's house was cut 
away, thereby releasing the deer into the countryside. 

Though many of the deer later returned to the pen, the 
ALF contends that the animals are better off given a chance 
to die in the wild than being slaughtered on a farm. 

Sabotage in Defense of Russian Trees 

Residents of the city of Zhukovsky in Russia's Moscow 
region and activists with the "24th of October Com- 
mando Jeffrey Luers" organized an action at the construc- 
tion site of the city's new stadium in October. Sixty trees 
marked to be cut were spiked, and signs left behind stated, 
"Trees are spiked, cutting down is a danger to life!" 

City inhabitants say that they repeatedly appealed to 
their local administration to save more green areas and 
to stop the stadium's construction in the center of the 
city, but they were ignored and therefore pushed to take 
radical action. In a statement, participants in the action 
asked the city not to endanger the workers and to hold 
back from cutting down the spiked trees. 

Direct Action Against Vivisection in Israel 

In late December, Direct Action Way claimed respon- 
sibility for breaking windows and spray-painting graffiti 


at Bar-Ilan University's brain research center near Tel- 
Aviv, Israel. The action was dedicated in part to the late 
Barry Horne, an animal liberation activist in the UK. 

"We have been gathering intelligence about the target 
for a long time. When the conditions were right, the date 
and time were set, '"stated a communique released fol- 
lowing the action against the vivisection lab. 

"We concluded that the windows were ‘break proof,' so 
we moved to using heavy, dense rocks. Pieces of marble 
came in handy and so were rocks we found in the area." 

Australian Mining Boss Pied 

Chris Farnsworth "positively positioned" a pie in the 
face of Collis Thorp, general manager of Cable Sands, 
outside an energy and resources forum in Bunbury, 
western Australia, on November 9. 

A resident of the Ludlow Tuart Rescue Camp, Farnsworth 
viewed the coffee mousse as an act of indignity in front of 
Thorp's peers. He wanted to let Thorp know that the 
destruction of the Ludlow tuart forest is unacceptable. 

Cable Sands intends to log the forest's remaining tall 
tuart trees, ranging between 80 and 500 years old, to 
extract titanium. Titanium dioxide, the main product of 
the mining process, is used to whiten soap, toothpaste, 
makeup and sunscreen. 
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a Hammer 

“One should learn how to philosophize with a hammer.” — Friedrich Nietzsche 


by Dr. Steven Best 

The ALF -claimed release of 401 rats, mice and pigeons, as 
well as the destruction of computers and papers at the University 
of Iowa in November, was due to the torture of these animals in 
experiments (see EF!J January -February 200S). Researchers 
have denied any wrongdoing and profess that their animal 
research is both humane and appropriate. 

The November 14 Animal Liberation Front (ALF) attack 
on the University of Iowa's (UI) Spence Laboratories in 
Seashore Hall was reminiscent of its beginnings in the US. 
In the early 1980s, the ALF made a series of bold raids 
against university and medical laboratories. Every time the 
ALF penetrated the insidious closed compounds of "re- 
search" (the word should not be dignified), they uncovered 
a barbaric world of senseless experimentation on animals 
intentionally hidden from public 
view. The sickeningly typical behav- 
ior of "scientists" was exposed, most 
dramatically, in the 1984 raid on the 
University of Pennsylvania head in- 
jury clinic. Primates' skulls were 
bashed in with a pneumatic device as 
"researchers" stood by mocking their 
pain. These and other "scientists" had 
clearly graduated with honors from 
the universities that schooled them 
in desensitization toward life and the 
philosophy of human supremacy 
known as speciesism. 

The recent apologies for vivisection 
written by UI President David Skorton, 
as well as by fellow bureaucrats 
Michael Hogan and Bill Decker, is a 
fine example of the propaganda and 
lies perpetuated in defense of the in- 
defensible. These stalwarts of civiliza- 
tion are so deeply mired in speciesism that they announce 
that "there is no philosophical justification" for property 
destruction on behalf of animal liberation. In fact, there 
are numerous and substantive lines of defense for animal 
liberation and ethical sabotage. 

As transparent in the classic cases of Nazi Germany, 
South African apartheid and the US slavery system of the 
19th century, there is a clear distinction between the 
principle of the Law and the principle of the Right. Where 
legal systems and states are constructed on principles of 
power, domination and violence rather than democracy, 
equality and justice, the oppressed have a duty to over- 
throw them by any means necessary. Ideally, change can 


be brought about through peaceful and legal means, but as 
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr, saw, one 
must often resort to civil disobedience and law-breaking to 
win justice and advance moral progress. 

The ALF is a nonviolent entity that breaks into torture 
chambers that are holding animal captives and destroys 
property in order to economically cripple institutions of 
exploitation (or shut them down altogether). The ALF 
operates on the sound principles that life is more sacred 
than property and that human beings have no right to 
exploit animals, even if some medical good were to result 
from vivisection. 

UI had no right to the animals confined at Seashore Hall 
(an ironic name for such a hellish dungeon). The ALF did 
not "steal" these animals, as they were never UI's to own 
in the first place. Rather, the ALF liberated them and 
placed them in peaceful rather than 
violent hands. Anyone who watched 
the ALF's video of the raid could see 
that those animals were both neglected 
and abused and that their liberation 
was a just act. 

Let's stop the hypocrisy and put our 
moral outrage in perspective. For ev- 
ery window or computer smashed in 
the name of animal liberation, a bil- 
lion animals suffer horrendous tor- 
ture and death at the hands of the 
exploiters operating the fur farms, fac- 
tory farms, slaughterhouses, rodeos, 
circuses and laboratories. 

The only crime that transpired at UI 
was the torture and killing of animals 
as perpetuated by UI "scientists" and 
defended by bigoted bureaucrats. 
Skorton and his accomplices speak 
nobly of the "values that bind us as a 
community of scholars, " but they disguise real differences 
in an illusory utopia blanketed by ivy leaves. A growing 
number of professors and scholars, such as myself and 
others at the Center on Animal Liberation Affairs, are 
standing up for animal rights and the courageous mem- 
bers of the animal liberation movement. We are drawing 
back the curtain where the hobbled Wizards of Oz stand 
amidst smoke and mirrors and spread their lies about the 
realities of research, misrepresent the true nature of animal 
liberation and confound the fact that the real terrorists are 
those who violently and callously exploit animals. 

Dr. Steven Best is one of the spokespersons for the newly opened 
North American Animal Liberation Press Office (see page 50). 



Photograph, removed from UI during the 
November ALF raid, of a "scientist" and monkey 
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A valiant-inculpable wolf avenging 
the honor of his kin to Josh Connole 
for using his $20,000 settlement from 
the West Covina Police Department to 
sue the FBI. In 2003, Connole was falsely 
arrested for vandalizing 133 Hummers 
and SUVs at a car dealership in West 
Covina, California, and he spent four 
days in jail. Recently unsealed FBI 
search warrants revealed that Connole 
became a suspect after a neighbor be- 
came suspicious based on his anti-war 
politics and his electric car. The FBI 
now claims that email messages sent to 
local media sources clearing Connole 
came from grad-student-turned-snitch 
Billy Cottrell. The police gave Connole 
a public apology with the settlement. 

An unlamenting-Kentucky-fried- 
jihad wolf to United 
Poultry Concerns Presi- 
dent Karen Davis for her 
statements that the 9/11 
terrorist attacks "reduced 
the amount of pain and suffering in 
this world" because "the majority, if 
not every single one, of the people who 
suffered and/or died as a result of the 
September 1 1 attack ate, and if they are 
now alive, continue to eat, chickens." 
United Poultry Concerns is a nonprofit 
organization based in Virginia that ad- 
dresses the treatment of domestic fowl 
and seeks to make the public aware of 
the ways in which poultry are treated. 

A sovereign-altruistic-indefatigable 
wolf baring her fangs to jingoism to the 
new Civil Liberties Defense Center 
(CLDC) and its staff in Eugene, Or- 
egon. CLDC works to protect civil rights, 
particularly for political activists exer- 
cising their constitutional rights. It also 
organizes to confront attacks on our 
basic liberties, such as free speech and 
the right to assemble. 

An audacious-brazen wolf pissing 
on the graves of animal torturers to 


the individuals who targeted the same 
University of Iowa (UI) building 
where 401 animals were liberated by 
the Animal Liberation Front in No- 
vember (see EF!J January-February 
2005). A UI police officer stated, "It's 
getting to the point where we need 
surveillance cameras." The building was 
ransacked, bulletin boards were de- 
stroyed, and food from the breakroom 
refrigerator was ground into the car- 
pets. According to a UI professor, the 
building is easily broken into by "the 
fire escape between Seashore Hall and 
Van Allen, and with some effort, you 
can get in through the windows." 

An unshackled-elusive wolf biting 
at the heels of SUV drivers to the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) for continuing 


to frustrate law enforcement officers in 
Pennsylvania investigating a 2003 ar- 
son at an SUV dealership. No one has 
ever been charged, and investigators 
say it is unlikely that anyone ever will 
be. In January, the FBI's Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania, office stated, "Unless somebody 
squeals or somebody got a license plate 
number, they're probably not going to 
get caught." 

A feces-encrusted, anthroposense- 
less poodle swimming in sludge to 
the rescue crews searching for survi- 
vors after a major oil spill off the 
coast of Anchorage, Alaska, in De- 
cember — allowing the search for six 
missing human bodies to take prece- 
dence over the environmental threat 
to a nearby wildlife refuge and the 
surrounding ecosystem. Estimates of 
how long a human could survive in 
the harsh waters was only three hours, 
yet the search continued for days 


before cleanup efforts began. Tens of 
thousands of gallons of heavy bunker 
fuel and diesel spilled from the soy- 
bean freighter that was ripped in half 
when it lost power and ran aground 
off the shore of Unalaska Island. 

A rapacious-demonized poodle 
choking on chicken bones to Morgan- 
town, Virginia, prosecuting attorney 
Ginny Conley for not bringing charges 
against KFC chicken supplier Pilgrim's 
Pride after an undercover investigation 
by People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals showed live chickens being 
thrown against walls, kicked and 
stomped on. Conley stated in January 
that the acts did not constitute criminal 
charges because "these chickens were in 
a slaughterhouse." Workers told the 
county prosecutor that 
they were "expected to 
hang 28 to 33 live birds 
per minute, and it was 
faster to toss some of 
them aside than to wring their necks in 
a proper way." 

A mangy-blood-thirsty poodle lap- 
ping up the carnage of his cousins 
to Live-shot.com founder John 
Lockwood for giving online subscrib- 
ers the opportunity to kill fenced-in 
wildlife by firing a rifle via a web-cam 
trigger. The idea came about when 
Lockwood was viewing photos of ex- 
otic animals on the Internet and a co- 
worker said, "Wouldn't it be cool if 
you could put a gun to that?" Mem- 
bers can choose from a variety of 
species, including Barbary sheep from 
Africa, blackbuck antelope from In- 
dia, wild hog and several antlered 
species — all of which are penned at 
Lockwood's Texas ranch. Lockwood 
also offers taxidermy and worldwide 
shipping. Users can even get a DVD 
copy of their session by adding it to 
their online shopping cart. 


Wolves and Poodles 



March-April 2005 Earth First! Page 31 




Yosemite National Park 

Cut down the ponderosa pines so the visitors will come 

Carve and polish them into benches so the visitors will come 

Shotgun the Mountain Lion so they will come 

Buy off the Black Bear 

Extinct the Grizzly 

Extinct the Yosemite Indians 

Hotel and swimming pool Yosemite Valley so they will come 

Concrete Yosemite Falls 

Pave Nevada Falls 

Post Card Clouds Rest 

Snapshot Half Dome 

Snapshot Grizzly Giant 

Snapshot Tenaya Lake 

Fast Food Tuolumne Meadows 

Traffic Jam the Tuolumne River 

Trample the Mariposa Grove 

Frame the Hetch Hetchy 

Maim the Merced 

Incarcerate El Capitan 

Nail a picture of John Muir to a Sequoia 

Hang Ansel Adam’s photo of Cathedral Peaks 

in front of the Cathedral itself 

— Josh Gilman 


all rights reserved to the authors 

Send poems to: 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501 


Berkeley, CA 91712-5501 
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within. 

Outside nature crashes 


subsides 

crashes 

weaves harmony, water and earth. 

City raised I am un- 

conversant 

with cycles uncontained. 

Voices emerge, a playground recess; 
bouncing balls on blacktop, energy 
released through compliance 
or coiling within 
coursing now 

NOW! 

Forcing me towards edges 
Listen! 

Authority is watching 

Now screaming (pleading) threats 
I can’t accept. 

Energy grabs my heart, races 

up my arm, down my leg, round my gut 

faster., faster., how fast can I.. 

STOP!... 

Stars 

and a towering cedar’s collected rain 
reach through. 

Coyote howls 

wilderness whispers, 
offers 

nothing; 

no containment 
no silence 

only now. 

— Alex 


Salmon 

They came up the river like a band of slick 
thieves. The water was thick with their leaping. 

They climbed together the ladder of rapids, 
hurled themselves and scraped their bellies. 

The dead ones floated like pickerel weed. Many 
fell out of the river of time, littering the rocky 
banks, drawing the rats, raccoons and badgers. 

They filled like windsocks with death. 

We came there. We carried our eyes 
and our baggage of witnessing. We carried 
our awe like a caudal fin. The willows crept 
down to the river’s edge and hung their heads 
like sad old men, trailing all their living 
silver green leaves, their dusky olive leaves 
the color of salmon skin. The beached ones dried 
in the sun; they poked like stiff flags from the weeds 
and the light passing over them seemed dis- 
embodied, preternatural. Somewhere 
in the worlds between this one and the dead 
river of salmon ghosts, we heard a howling. 

0 Coho, O Kokanee, 0 Chinook. 

— Susan Kelly-DeW itt 


Walking along the trail I see beartracks. 
I hear them, turn around 
to see the bear behind me — 

It is a sunny day but still 
there is snow on the trail. 

I think how pleasant it would be 
to die here and become bear fat, 
to climb back up the avalanche chute, 
look back across the muskeg 
to the volcano, where the ducks 
go (they live there, inside, in 
a duck village — will they someday 
invite us to their duck dance?) 

All alone in sunlight, in snow, 
in fur. 

— Gary Lawless 


A Single Song 

She sings alone never asking for accompaniment. I see her often, on a signpost in the morning or in a tree at midday. When I 
take the time to truly notice, she puts a smile on my face for I have now learned to take a moment to block out the world and let her 
“speak” to me. 

You see, she first became a lesson to me and a blessing all at once. It was she who reminded me as I sat feeling alone, that it 
was one little mockingbird, not two or three who made me stop and take notice of the beauty, that inspired me to look at her not 
with pity; but with respect, because like me, she is alone; yet she sings... 


— Cheryl Greear 
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A 

VERDE 

A 

REVITALIZING STREETSCAPES TO 
PAINT THE FUTURE GREEN 

by Green Map of the Americas Network 

Colorful graffiti announcing the Proyecto Comunitario 
Muraleando (Community Mural Making Project) wel- 
comes newcomers to Lawton, a low-income neighbor- 
hood on the outskirts of Havana, Cuba. The influence of 
Muraleando makes an outsider's first visit an overwhelm- 
ingly dream-like experience: brightly painted murals of 
cultural icons, nature, poetry and designs cover 15 blocks 
of walls, houses and schools. Stone carvings, metalwork 
installations, telephone pole sculptures and gardens line 
the streets. 

The many styles draw on Cuba's diverse culture, the 
Santeria religion and images of everyday life, as portrayed 
by collaborating local and foreign artists and activists. 
This exuberant revitalization has spawned monthly street 
festivals where theater, hip-hop, singing and dance per- 
formances draw tourists and community members to- 
gether. More recently, this public art project has become 
a medium for celebrating the local environment through 
the Mapa Verde Cuba (Green Map Cuba) program. 

Using the Green Map System, an adaptable eco-cultural 
mapmaking methodology shared by more than 250 com- 
munities worldwide, residents are surveying, reclaiming 
and restoring Lawton's natural and cultural resources. 
Local elementary school students have joined together 
with a senior citizens group to lead the project, aided by an 
ecologist and the neighborhood doctor. Through the pro- 
cess, they are exploring their home from a fresh perspec- 
tive and learning to communicate their collaborative 
findings in an engaging, direct way. 

In Cuba, the Green Map System was introduced in May 
1998, after founding director Wendy Brawer participated 
in an international conference on sustainable develop- 
ment. Cuban ecologists and environmental educators ap- 
preciated the Green Map System's potential to empower 
communities and share their sustainability work with the 
world. In 1999, the first projects were initiated, and at the 
end of 2000, the Mapa Verde Cuba national network took 
shape. Today, there are 75 diverse urban and rural projects 
underway in 11 of Cuba's 14 provinces. 

Mapa Verde Cuba is a project of the Centro Felix Varela, an 
organization that offers workshops on sustainable devel- 
opment, popular education, conflict mediation and ethics. 
The locally run map projects are based at institutions 
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including schools, neighborhood councils and senior citi- 
zen centers. Participants range in age from five to 85, and 
more than 750 students from across the island have taken 
part. Participants do more than create maps: They restore 
blighted waterways, petition public officials, organize field 
trips and exchange cultural experiences with other Cubans 
and the global Green Map network. 

In its newly released video documentary, Gotica a Gotica 
(Drop by Drop), Mapa Verde interviews several participants 
and documents the impacts of the mapmaking process 
throughout Cuba. These hand-drawn maps have galva- 
nized neighborhood volunteer action: Vacant lots have 
been turned into vegetable gardens, and new community 
centers have been founded. One community's Green Map 
project planted hundreds of street trees and established 
green roofs and patio gardens. Another group of student 
mapmakers identified a dangerous bridge on their way to 
school, and then organized volunteers to replace it. The 
experience reinforces community and environmental val- 
ues while developing participants' skills and imparting a 
sense of lasting ownership. 

Cuba's Mapa Verde emphasizes practical support of 
real people in real places by addressing economic, social 
and environmental issues. In Lawton, Mapa Verde has 
resulted in a number of different maps with special 



Children played a major role in the creation of Green Maps in Cuba 


themes. Elder residents collaborated on block-by-block 
research for a Green Map emphasizing health conditions 
and neighborhood history. For another map, elemen- 
tary school students compiled information on the flora, 
fauna and soil conditions of a hill behind their school. 
Artists transformed the resulting map into a street mu- 
ral, making the Green Mappers' findings accessible 
without expending resources on printing and distribu- 
tion. The muralists have painted realistic visions of 
proposed improvements alongside the Green Map, in- 
cluding better housing, urban gardens, safer parks and a 
ball field. With dedication and perseverance, the project 
has bolstered sorely needed initiatives and has directly 
addressed community concerns. Lawton's Muraleando 
Mapa Verde team has grown from seven to 80 members 
in a single year, demonstrating that even with limited 
resources, it is possible to understand and impact the 
neighborhood's ecology and culture. 




photos courtesy Green Map of the Americas Network 



In 44 countries around the world, Green Mapmaking helps 
cultivate personal empowerment, promotes cultural diver- 
sity and encourages a movement to address environmental 
concerns. Collabo- 
rating mapmakers 
from the global 
South (particularly 
Cuba and Brazil) 
have expressed a 
clear interest in 
working with the 
North to deepen 
the dialogue about 
our common fu- 
ture. The Canadian- 
based Mapas Verdes Learning and Vision Project was formed 
in 2003 with the belief that the profound international 
human rights and environmental issues we face require 
innovative, inter-cultural learning and planning tools to 
encourage dialogue and sustainable development through- 
out the hemisphere. Currently, this network is developing 
"Mapping Our Common Ground," a booklet of activities and 
low-cost resources for community and Green Mapmaking — 
to be published in English, Spanish and Portuguese in 2005. 


Due to the tightening US embargo and recent Cuban 
currency shifts, Americans have been prevented from 
seeing how far Cubans have progressed toward sustainable 
development with so few resources. For example, because 
Cuba is unable to buy the oil, fertilizers and pesticides 
necessary for modern industrial agriculture, organic agri- 
culture has flourished. Cubans have turned to oxen and 
bicycles to replace machinery and farm transportation, 
and they are successfully growing healthy food wherever 
people live — on urban school grounds, vacant lots, roof- 
tops and patios. This model of organic urban agriculture 
can be emulated in other countries concerned about food 
security or where fresh produce makes the difference 
between bare subsistence and vigorous health. 

Despite many challenges, the Mapa Verde Cuba team 
continues to work for sustainable development. As the 
Green Map movement keeps growing, it will empower 
communities across the island to take pride in their 
culture and environment — and help people have a voice 
in their future. 

For more information, visit www.greenmap.org. Also, 
Pastors for Peace, www.ifconews.org, is an organization 
that delivers much-needed computers, medical and school 
supplies to Cuba every Summer. 




A STEP TOWARD THE PASSAGE OF THE 
FREE TRADE AREA OF THE AMERICAS, AFTA 
THREATENS THE LIVELIHOODS OF MANY 


The Andean Free Trade Agreement 
(AFTA) is one out of a handful of trade 
agreements spawned by the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas talks in Miami, 
Florida, in November 2003. Since then, 
the anti-globalization movement has 
found itself battling regional trade agree- 
ments with Chile, Central America and 
the Andean nations of Peru, Ecuador 
and Colombia. Advertised as necessary 
steps toward widespread economic de- 
velopment in Latin America, these trade 
agreements are blueprints for economic 
and environmental devastation. 

The latest round of AFTA negotia- 
tions was held in Tucson, Arizona, in 
December. In attendance were an ar- 
ray of public and private officials from 
all sides, including politicians, lobby- 
ists and other experts who have worked 
with negotiators to hash out the ac- 
tual policies. 

Although the International Mon- 
etary Fund and World Bank have al- 
ready plunged most Latin American 
countries into government-sanctioned 
poverty, AFTA would only solidify 
those disastrous economic policies and 


ensure obedience from Peru, Ecuador 
and Colombia to the US government 
and multinational corporations. AFTA 
is slated to be finalized this Spring in 
Washington, DC. 

Provisions in AFTA would: 

•Cause the acceleration of indus- 
trial clearcutting and the conversion 
of native forests to tree plantations or 
agricultural fields. 

•Impede the authority of govern- 
ments to protect natural resources or 
to provide standards, incentives and 
quantitative restrictions aimed at en- 
suring sustainable environmental 
management. Foreign companies 
would be empowered to sue govern- 
ments when their ability to earn a 
profit from their investment is inhib- 
ited by environmental standards. 

•Limit conservation measures in the 
service sector. If passed, AFTA's "mar- 
ket access" and "service rules" limit 
the ability of governments to control 
the amount of ecologically damaging 
activities. These include mining, wa- 
ter diversion and extraction, oil drill- 
ing, pipeline transport, shipping, hotel 


construction, incineration of waste and 
natural resource management. 

•Contribute to the loss of democ- 
racy and public involvement. Govern- 
ments and citizens would have to 
surrender their rights to negotiate any 
regulation that affects them or the 
environment to unelected interna- 
tional tribunals. 

•Weaken standards that prevent the 
importation of invasive species and 
threats from genetically modified or- 
ganisms (GMOs). This would not only 
increase the spread of invasive species, 
the countries would also be required 
to allow the patenting of GMOs — 
including those capable of disrupting 
native ecosystems. 

•Cause enormous threats to 
biodiversity by permitting multina- 
tional corporations to patent lifeforms, 
essentially enabling intellectual prop- 
erty claims and the monopolization of 
genetic materials. AFTA would, for 
example, allow patenting, exploita- 
tion and restrict access of Amazonian 
plants used for medicine and food by 
local peoples for centuries. 
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GEARING UP FOR THE BATTLE IN 2005 • TENS OF THOUSANDS HAVE PARTICIPATED IN 
PROTESTS IN CENTRAL AMERICA: WHAT WILL WE DO AT HOME? 


BY SOLEDAD 

If you haven't been working to halt 
CAFTA, now is the time to join in. The 
upcoming months look to spell "do or 
die" for CAFTA opponents, as the Bush 
administration announced plans to 
prioritize passage of the US-Domini- 
can Republic-Central America Free 
Trade Agreement (CAFTA) this year in 
order to pass the full Free Trade Area of 
the Americas (FTAA) by 2006. Con- 
gressional approval of CAFTA is the 
Bush administration's number one 
priority on trade issues, and Congress 
is expected to push for a vote before 
Summer. Because of "fast-track" legis- 
lation, congressional members will be 
allowed to vote only for or against the 
agreement as it is written. 

CAFTA is an extension of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to Central 
America and the Dominican Republic. Beyond the nega- 
tive ramifications for human rights, the environment 
and labor that we've come to expect from free-trade 
agreements, what happens to CAFTA may either sound 
the death knell or pave the way for the FTAA. The FTAA 
would expand NAFTA/CAFTA to every country in North, 
South and Central America (except Cuba). Numerous 
victories — or at least successful delays — have come to 
the anti-capitalist globalization movement in recent 
years, mostly through setbacks at trade-negotiation meet- 
ings. The Bush administration needs the momentum of 
a CAFTA victory to push its free-trade agenda forward. 

Passing CAFTA: Where We Stand 

The Bush administration first began pushing CAFTA 
two years ago. In December 2003, negotiations concluded 
on the initial CAFTA terms (without Costa Rica, which 
walked out of the talks). In May 2004, five of the seven 
countries in Central America signed the final agreement: 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nica- 
ragua. In Spring 2004, the Dominican Republic joined the 
negotiations and added its name to the agreement. To 
become official, the agreement must now be ratified by 
the congresses and national assemblies of each participat- 
ing country, including the US. 
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On December 17, El Salvador be- 
came the first CAFTA country to ap- 
prove the agreement. The legislation 
was ratified without notice, in the dead 
of night, at 3:20 a.m. Earlier that day, 
100 protesters had taken over El 
Salvador's legislative council and held 
a people’s vote against the ratification. 

The right-leaning government of El 
Salvador has a long history of pander- 
ing to the US, and it may not be reflec- 
tive of the ratification struggles in other 
Central American countries. Yet it 
seems increasingly likely that our best 
bet to stop the implementation of 
CAFTA may come from a refusal to 
ratify by the US Congress. This year, 
we need to bring the momentum of 
the mass public opposition from Cen- 
tral American countries to the land 
occupied by the US government. 

CAFTA: Why It Sucks 

CAFTA is expected to cost US jobs, harm the environ- 
ment, threaten human rights and transfer the wealth of 
Latin American nations to US corporations. In the region 
covered by CAFTA, 62 percent of the people live on less 
than two dollars a day. Undermining local economies 
while displacing labor and human rights protections seri- 
ously threatens the quality of life for millions of people in 
the US and Central America. 

Who would benefit? The US export industries with the 
most to gain include information technology, agricultural 
and construction equipment, paper products, chemicals 
and medical and scientific equipment. Additionally, CAFTA 
would remove investment barriers and deregulate the 
public sector. This would allow US capitalists to privatize 
the Central American service economy and public indus- 
tries (such as health care, telecommunications and educa- 
tion). Industries relating to mass media will benefit as US 
patent and intellectual property rights are strengthened, 
while US software, music, text and videos gain increased 
protection and non-discriminatory treatment rights. 

More than 80 percent of US consumer goods would 
become duty free in Central America immediately, with 
other tariffs phased out during the next 20 years. The 
agricultural economy will be hit especially hard, displacing 



At a refugee camp in Posoltega, Nicaragua 



thousands of farmers. CAFTA gives free range to biotech 
firms and agribusiness at the expense of family farms in 
both the US and Central America. After NAFTA's imple- 
mentation, more than one million farmers lost their jobs 
in Mexico. CAFTA would force a massive migration of 
displaced Central American farmers to urban areas to work 
in maquiladoras and/or be forced to risk their lives heading 
to the US in search of work. 

Proponents of CAFTA make much of the supposed labor 
standards included in the agreement. However, rather 
than requiring participating countries to enforce interna- 
tional labor standards, CAFTA only asks that countries 
enforce their own existing laws. In many Central American 
nations, existing labor laws are seriously flawed and noto- 
riously ignored. CAFTA does not even include effective 
measures or accountability requirements for enforcing 
current labor laws. 

CAFTA allows foreign investors and multinational cor- 
porations to challenge hard-won environmental regula- 
tions as barriers to free trade. International tribunals (think 
the World Trade Organiza- ... 
tion) would bypass domestic I 4 1 U 
courts to award foreign in- * 
vestors monetary compensation for implementation of 
any environmental regulations. Both Mexico and Canada 
have already lost chapter 1 1 challenges under NAFTA, and 
current chapter 1 1 lawsuits against the US total more than 
one billion dollars. Like labor standards, no language is 
included in CAFTA to require participating nations to 
maintain international environmental standards. The in- 
vestor language discourages the passage of new environ- 
mental laws or the enforcement of current environmental 
protections. The exportation of local resources at the 
expense of local sustainability is encouraged. Additionally, 
the CAFTA text fails to include the independent environ- 
mental cooperation institution established under NAFTA. 


privatization of public-sector industries and the broader 
neoliberal economic agenda. 

In one of the more recent protests, hundreds of members 
of the Coordinating Committee of Popular Resistance 
demonstrated in December in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, to 
demand that the legislature not ratify CAFTA. 

Actions protesting the December ratification of CAFTA by 
El Salvador's legislature were held at Salvadorian consulates 
around the world on December 2 1 . The next day, thousands 
of demonstrators simultaneously blocked traffic in El Salva- 
dor on nine major highways across the country. 

On October 12, in Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama, 
Honduras and Venezuela, thousands of people com- 
memorated indigenous resistance and protested "free- 
trade" agreements on the anniversary of Columbus' 
1492 arrival. In Guatemala, 30,000 indigenous people, 
campesinos, students and teachers inarched in the capi- 
tal, while in other parts of the country, Guatemalans 
blockaded major highways and demonstrated at public 
buildings. In Panama, a march to the presidential build- 
ing by 1,200 campesinos, 
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Demonstrators at the November 2003 FTAA Summit 

Direct Action in Central America 

The organizing and mass protests to CAFTA that have 
sprung up in Central America should be an inspiration for 
building mass momentum in the US. Since March 2002, 
when the Bush administration first announced CAFTA, 
tens of thousands of people have blockaded major high- 
ways, marched to capital buildings and have otherwise 
protested CAFTA. Most protests in Central America have 
linked CAFTA to the Plan Puebla Panama, FTAA, the 


workers and indigenous 
people was joined by more 
than 100 members of the Campesino Front Against 
Dams, who had marched for 11 days from the moun- 
tains of Code to protest construction of a dam that will 
force them from their land. 

Protesters in El Salvador successfully blocked the 
Panamerican highway at San Pedro Perulapan for two 
hours before being dispersed by police with pepper spray, 
while a major highway was blocked for three hours in San 
Vicente and more than 500 people took over a major 
intersection in Sonsonate. In Caracas, Venezuela, demon- 
strators pulled down a 100-year-old bronze statue of Co- 
lumbus and dragged it through the streets (see EF!/ 
January-February 2005). In Honduras, more than 2,000 
Chori indigenous people blocked a major highway in the 
town of Copan Ruinas leading to Guatemala. Marches 
were also held in San Pedro Sula and Tegucigalpa. 

In response to the massive protests, Central American 
countries have not rolled over as easily in CAFTA negotia- 
tions as the Bush administration might have predicted. 
However, the end results are far short of a fair-trade 
victory. In the language of the final agreement, the US 
exempted the textile and sugar industries, and it gave 
Central American farm products, such as corn and dairy, 
20-year phaseout periods. All other problematic clauses 
were maintained. 

What Can We Do? 

Hold our noses and contact our Senators and Represen- 
tatives to urge them to oppose CAFTA. 

Get the word out about CAFTA and the need to oppose 
it. Organize local teach-ins, distribute literature and get 
letters printed in your local newspapers. 

Take action against those multinational corporations that 
stand to benefit the most from CAFTA. Next time you are 
going after your favorite biotech corporation, add a couple 
of sentences to your press release and outreach materials, or 
focus your action on the devastating effects of CAFTA. 

For more information, visit www.stopcafta.org. 
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WhiTC Supremacy ahd Ecology 


by Problem Animal 

Has anyone ever cared so much about how we live our 
lives? They want us to drive their trucks, tanks and tractors, 
build their high-rise apartments, dams and prisons, go to 
church, vote with their ballot machines, obey our hus- 
bands, listen to their radio stations, find a girlfriend with 
the right bra size, report graffiti ($500 reward!), upgrade 
our software, send our kids to school, say no to drugs, fill 
out our W-2s, drink Absolut Vodka, fill up our gas tanks 
and guard their valuables. They want every move we make 
to strengthen the social machinery that makes them kings. 
They want to tame us until we are part of their machine — 
until we are so dependent on their technology that we use 
each other as tools. 

Few devices put the rulers on top better than racial 
hierarchy. The powerful benefit from racism because most 
are white, because racism keeps dissent split up more 
effectively than a line of riot cops, and because racism 
rallies armies to fight wars, defend borders, elect politicians 
and police the streets. North America would never have 
been colonized without a social system that devalued 
indigenous people. One would think that this system 
would be a principle enemy of all ecology move- 
ments. However, there exists a peace- 
ful silence on the subject among 
white activists. In fact, there are 
many examples of overlap between 
white supremacy and ecology. 

Most who struggle to defend the 
Earth are not white. White su- 
premacy, therefore, has a limited 
hold on the global ecological 
struggle. Nonetheless, racist ecology 
poses a danger to the movement as a 
whole and, ultimately, to life itself. 

We must confront white supremacy 
within ecology movements as mili- 
tantly as we would confront 
ExxonMobil or the US Forest Service; 
the threat is just as great. We must 
wage this battle on many fronts: 
against admitted members of white 
nationalist groups, against the actions 


and statements of our own movements and, finally, for 
white activists, within ourselves. If we lose this battle, 
white ecologists may, at best, find themselves left in the 
rubble while the rest of the population decides the fate of 
the world. Worse, white activists may find themselves as 
tools in the nightmare of the machine age. 

One of the best-kept secrets of ecology is the strength of 
the green strains of white nationalism. The Nazi party 
actively supported such tenets of deep ecology as biody- 
namic farming, worship of Norse gods, anti-urbanism, 
forest preservation, anti-industrialism and a rejection of 
civilization itself. The German government enthusiasti- 
cally funded new ecological initiatives, even at the height 
of the war. This combination of deep ecology and racism 
is sampled well by pagan and Nazi leader Alfred Rosenberg: 
"Today we see the steady stream from the countryside to 
the city, deadly for the volk [volk translates roughly to a 
nationalist, proletarian and mystical "folk"]. The cities 
swell even larger, unnerving the volk and destroying the 
threads that bind humanity to nature. They attract adven- 
turers and profiteers of all colors, thereby fostering racial 
chaos." Rosenberg provided much of the ideological foun- 
dation for the young Nazi party. 

White nationalist interest in ecol- 
ogy did not die at the end of World 
War II. The National Socialist Move- 
ment, a US-based, Nazi-inspired or- 
ganization, claims that "being a 
national socialist is being obedient 
to nature and nature's creator." Ac- 
cording to White Aryan Resistance 
(WAR), the use of chopsticks in Asia 
is destroying old-growth forests in 
the Pacific Northwest, and "the 
white race cannot be strong if our 
environment is polluted." Some 
white supremacist websites, such as 
"Folk and Faith,” have links to sites 
for Earth First! and the Animal Lib- 
eration Front. A new wave of 
groups, like WAR and Folk and 
Faith, claim to be beyond left and 
right, embracing an ideology of de- 
centralized nationalism. 
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Immigration, a hot topic for white nationalists, provides 
a scapegoat for any social or ecological issue. According to 
Californians for Population Stabilization, "Virtually all of 
California's problems can be connected to the fact that we 
have too many people, yet our elected officials continue 
providing numerous incentives that encourage immigra- 
tion, including drivers licenses and in-state tuition for 
illegal aliens." 

Overt racists are not content to stay within their own 
movements. John Thanton, founder and benefactor of 
several anti-immigration groups, funded the above-men- 
tioned Californians for Population Stabilization. In a 1986 
memo, leaked in 1988, Thanton named the Sierra Club as 
a potential target for infiltration. Thanton's most recent 
takeover attempt targeted the 2004 Sierra Club board 
elections, with Sierrans for US Population Stabilization 
(SUSPS) and several animal rights groups attempting to 
push an anti-immigration, anti-overpopulation and ani- 
mal rights agenda. Like the nationalist Nazi ecology, SUSPS 
believes that the Earth on this side of the razor wire is more 
valuable than the rest. 

There also exists, within anti- 
immigration ecology, a logic of 
hoarding privilege. According to 
Californians for Population Stabili- 
zation, "High consumption rates 
and rapid population growth work 
together to degrade the environ- 
ment. However, reduced consump- 
tion is very difficult to achieve on a 
national basis, and international 
momentum is toward emulating 
high American levels of it, not mod- 
eling Third World frugality." This 
theme emphasizes keeping others 
poor to compensate for a US-initi- 
ated problem. US culture is spread- 
ing worldwide, but does the world 
want to be just like us or is US 
culture being shoved down its 
throat? Can't you smell the upchuck 
washing up on our shores? Was the 
9/11 attack a demand fora new Wal- 
Mart in Kabul? 

The anti-overpopulation movement is saturated in rac- 
ism deeper than its links with anti-immigration groups. A 
saying among the elite states that "too many of the wrong 
type of people are breeding." In their war against those 
types, doctors continue to remove or disable the reproduc- 
tive systems of poor women of color, sometimes under 
coercion, sometimes without the woman’s knowledge or 
consent. I was surprised to hear an uncle of mine, a liberal 
doctor, justifying these actions as "for their own good." My 
partner recently inquired about free exams for low-income 
women, only to discover that the exam would be granted 
to her only if she agreed to go on, and partially pay for, 
birth control. 

Amongst those responsible for the blitzkrieg against the 
Sierra Club was board member and Sea Shepherd Captain 
Paul Watson, who provided a key link between anti- 
immigration and animal rights groups. While the SUSPS 


was rejected in the board elections, Watson still has a home 
in the supposedly more radical EF! Journal, where the Sea 
Shepherd continues to find publicity in almost every issue. 
Earth First! has had racist overtones since it dropped its first 
banner on the Glen Canyon dam. Dave Foreman, a self- 
proclaimed founder of Earth First! and a member of SUSPS, 
has long been known for his racist and patriarchal atti- 
tudes. Even the name "Earth First!" was, for some such as 
Foreman and Watson, originally a way of belittling causes 
that they did not see as part of an ecological agenda. Earth 
First!, however, has no leaders, so any overarching accusa- 
tion of it would be untrue. It is more capable of grassroots 
change because its actions are as diverse as its participants. 
It is precisely because of efforts to bring an anti-hierarchi- 
cal agenda to Earth First! that Foreman and flocks of other 
insecure, alpha, white males have fled. Others, however, 
are still there. 

A number of radical ecologists have found inspiration 
in the writings of Ted Kaczynski, who, aside from a long 
bombing campaign, is most famous for his essay 
collection — "Industrial Society and Its 
Future" (aka the Unabomber Mani- 
festo) — in which he writes: "Does it 
make sense to demand affirmative 
action in hostile or dogmatic terms? 
Obviously, it would be more pro- 
ductive to take a diplomatic or con- 
ciliatory approach that would make 
concessions to white people." A call 
for a less hostile approach from a 
man who mailed bombs? Kaczynski 
wishes to pacify those who chal- 
lenge his privilege while pursuing 
direct action for his own agenda. 

In his short story, "Ship of Fools," 
Kaczynski ridicules people of color, 
among others, belittling race issues 
as a petty distraction from his libera- 
tion. This theme of white activists 
downplaying race issues as reform- 
ist or a distraction holds strength 
among certain radical ecologists. 
The most important battlefield 
against racism, for whites, is within ourselves. Despite our 
best efforts, we are part of racial hierarchy. The question is 
not whether whites join the racists or anti-racists. It is not a 
matter of how many people of color we collect as friends or 
how many hip-hop records we have. The choice is rather a 
matter of how many wrenches we throw in the system. 

"By visibly hovering near us, [whites] are 'proving' that 
they are 'with us.' But the hard truth is that this isn't helping 
America's racist problem. Where the really sincere white 
people have got to do their 'proving' of themselves is not 
among black victims but out on the battle lines of where 
America's racism really is — and that is in their own home 
communities...." Malcolm X wrote this toward the end of 
his life when he recognized that a cautious amount of trust 
could be put in white allies. Just as addicts will forever 
face their addiction, whites should never see themselves as 
beyond racism. We must always fight our addiction to 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
power. Too often, whites seek to C 
gain approval from people of color 
for their anti-racism. People of color, 
however, are not always interested 
in patting whites on the back for 
not kicking them down again. 

Even well-meaning people must 
challenge themselves. For example, 
those of us wishing to abandon 
imperialist culture by learning 
primitive skills need to concern our- 
selves with how we learn. A white, 
primitive skills enthusiast could ask 
themselves, "Who wrote my book 
about Ojibwa medicine; where did I 
learn how to make birch baskets; 
how do I learn religious language 
such as 'great spirit?'" These ques- 
tions are simply a star to follow in the 
quest to destroy privilege. No magic formula guards 
against cultural imperialism; there exists disagreement 
among communities of color on this subject. They are, 


after all, as diverse as any community. 

As activists, it can be hard to admit 
fault. Whites, however, must learn to 
take criticism from people of color, 
even when we don't agree. Whites must 
learn that when non-white people criti- 
cize us, the most revolutionary thing 
we can do is to respectfully think and 
listen. The perspectives of people of 
color come from generations of op- 
pression at the hands of whites and 
our ancestors. "Who is right?" is sub- 
jective. "Who is speaking?" and "who 
is listening," that's real. Healthy de- 
bate is important, but our mouths 
have issued enough orders. Our cold 
ideologies can at times treat lives as 
chess pieces. We must never again 
treat those who share this planet with 
us as tools. Then we are rewilding. 

Problem Animal inhabits the South Shore of Lake Superior, 
though his exact location has not been known since his tracking 
collar was found destroyed 20 miles southeast of Duluth. 
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/ tSw G/ J-CsGs Comforting the Disturbed 


by Nolady 

Fire and Ice: Disturbing the Com- 
fortable and Comforting the Disturbed 
While Tracking Our Wildest Dreams, 
by Laurel Luddite and Skunkly Monkly, 
Apeshit Press, 2004. 

Fire and Ice reads like an 
activist self-help guide, a 
collage of journal entries 
and a zine writ large. The 
authors utilize different 
fonts to represent their dif- 
ferent voices and sprinkle 
quotes, ranging from Su- 
san Griffin to Crazy Horse, 
throughout the text. They 
insist on an intimate con- 
fessional style and on 
making their experiences 
heard. They expose their 
fears, wounds, hopes and dreams in 
the belief that they are not alone and 
that their experiences may help others 
undergoing a similar decivilizing pro- 
cess. The book ends with an embrace 
of primitivism and the hunter-gath- 
erer lifestyle. 

The basic premise of Fire and Ice is 
that civilization is a psychological 


trauma resulting in our alienation, 
dislocation and fragmentation. More 
than simply learning to build shelters 
or start fires, we need to relearn ways 
of dealing with each other and find a 
new source of hope in a dying world. 

The central part of the 
book explores the ways 
in which our lives are 
shaped and limited by 
gendered experiences. 
The serious consideration 
of gender is laudable and 
perhaps the part of the 
book most enhanced by 
the intensely personal 
style. Unfortunately, the 
authors only peripherally 
address the ways that race 
or class shape their lives. 
The section entitled 
"White Lies" is a case in point. This 
brief section focuses on the way in 
which one of the author's idealiza- 
tion of pre-conquest indigenous life 
is crushed early on by their father's 
response: "But the Indians did a hell 
of a lot of damage to the Earth too.” 
Why does this section not address, 
even as a footnote, the ways in which 


primitivist romanticization of indig- 
enous peoples works to justify geno- 
cide or what white Americans get out of 
romanticizing Indians? The title even 
suggests that the historical evidence 
that some pre-conquest indigenous 
peoples had wars, caused extinctions, 
etc. is the real "white lie." I strongly 
suggest the authors check out Phil 
Deloria's Playing Indian, a critical ex- 
amination of the reasons white Ameri- 
cans have embraced Indian identity 
from the Boston Tea Party to the Camp 
Fire Girls. 

Other topics that the authors write 
about include unschooling, love, resis- 
tance, responsibility and denial. 

In the end, Fire and Ice probably does 
a better job comforting the disturbed 
than disturbing the comfortable. White 
Americans with primitivist sympathies 
on the run from their suburban youth 
are most likely to appreciate the au- 
thors' earnest attempt to make sense of 
their lives. The book does a great job 
exposing the emotional underside and 
psychological motivation (including 
lack of attention to race or class) of 
much of the Earth First! movement in 
the US. 
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BY THE CrIMEThInC. SLEEPWALKERS' 

Book Club (We Read in Our Sleep) 

Recipes for Disaster: An Anarchist 
Cookbook, by Crimethlnc. Workers' 
Collective, 2004. 

Mix a book project that has been years 
in the making, stir in ideas such as 
"Classroom Takeovers" and how to make 
"Smoke Bombs," sprinkle in some first- 
hand accounts, and you have Recipes for 
Disaster: An Anarchist Cookbook — 
Crimethlnc.'s followup to its notorious 
first book, Days of War, Nights of Love. 

Billed as the next Anarchist Cookbook, 
Recipes for Disaster will probably not 
invoke the same feelings that Days of 
War brought to many. It does, how- 
ever, have the potential to act as a kick- 
off to brainstorming meetings where 
everyone in your group of friends is 
deciding how to deal with the corpo- 
rate bookstore moving into town or 
when your art collective needs new 
ways to beautify your city. 

The book's 624 pages and 62 recipes 
may seem a chore to read, so it would 
probably do the reader well to work off 
of the (Setting the) Table of Contents. 

Recipes for Disaster is stuffed with 
guides that range from the legal and 
seemingly mundane to how to evade 
the police presence that some of the 
recipes are sure to bring. It offers 




creative projects and 
ways to deal with your 
personal life. 

Aesthetically, it is nicely 
designed, offers space in 
the margins to take notes 
and has easy-to-read dia- 
grams. Crimethlnc. has 
designed the book sans 
overused anarchist graph- 
ics and hard-to-read blocks 
of text so that it is acces- 
sible to an audience wider 
than those who normally 
show up at your infoshop. 

Though the EF! crowd will prob- 
ably be most attracted to the "Block- 
ades and Lockdowns" and "Sabotage" 
recipes, Recipes for Disaster won't take 
the place of your tattered, old copy 
of the EF! Direct Action Manual. How- 
ever, if you are looking for more 
creative tabling ideas or ways of deal- 
ing with collective dynamics, you 
will probably find this book helpful. 
Other recipe topics include: billboard 
improvement, spell casting, pie 
throwing, bicycle parades, torches 
and undermining oppression. 

Who is this book not for? You activ- 
ists who are so sure that the tactics you 
use are the best and who are not willing 
to accept help, especially from those 
hopeless romantics at Crimethlnc. 


an anarchist cookbook 


Recipes for Disaster 


1 





Most of the criticism of Recipes for 
Disaster that we have heard (and agree 
with) is based upon its size (5.5 x 8.5 x 
1 ,5/brick-esque). It's not the easiest thing 
to travel around with or hide under 
your mattress. To have the same amount 
of content in a less awkward size would 
have been preferable. The book costs 
$12, which is a reflection of its printing 
costs. Don't feel like you can spend that 
much? You can always buy it with your 
friends and keep it within easy reach. 
After all, these are the people you'll be 
"cooking” with, right? 

For more information, visit 
www.crimethinc.com. 

The Crimethlnc. Sleepwalkers are con- 
stantly dreaming and always waking up 
with their boots on. 



Derrick Jensen's The 
Other Side of Darkness is a 
three-CD collection of 
short speeches recorded 
live at two events in 2003. 
He discusses material from 
two of his books, The Cul- 
ture of Make Believe and A 
Language Older than Words, 


in addition to direct re- 
sponses to audience ques- 
tions. If you haven't heard 
Jensen speak or even if you 
have read all of his books, 
the quality of his improvisa- 
tional style will impress you. 
If you have heard Jensen 
speak, parts of this CD collec- 
tion will sound very familiar. 

The Other Side of Darkness 
will confirm to repeat lis- 
teners the amount of prepa- 
ration that turns Jensen's 
engaging live talks into per- 
formances. His humorous 
quips will surprise the reader 
familiar with the intensity 
of his lyrical yet hard-hitting 


writing. However, the en- 
tertaining humor that fills 
this collection does not 
prevent Jensen from pro- 
pounding his eco-centric, 
anti-capitalist philosophy. 
He moves fluidly through 
angry, tangential, poetic and 
personal pieces, indicting in 
turns the police state, the 
education system, patriar- 
chy and civilization. 

The question and answer 
period at the end of the CD 
may prove to be the most 
interesting tracks for those 
who have followed Jensen’s 
work, as you hear him think- 
ing out loud through the 


variety of questions posed. 

These short speeches 
combine to offer an excel- 
lent introduction to the 
broad spectrum of Jensen's 
thought. The way in which 
he expresses his beliefs, 
lucidly and engagingly, 
makes this CD worth lis- 
tening to— -especially if 
you've never heard Jensen 
speakor would like to share 
his work with family or 
friends. Jensen is not only 
a master storywriter but a 
master storyteller as well. 

For more info., visit 
www.derrickjensen.org. 

— Soledad 
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Judi Bari Smear Book Published 

Thes Secret Wars of Judi Bart 


by Strong Wood 

Heads up! A right-wing smear book 
attacking the late EF!er Judi Bari has 
just been released by Encounter Books, 
a San Francisco, California-based right- 
wing publisher. The Secret Wars of Judi 
Bari: A Car Bomb, the Fight for the Red- 
woods and the End of Earth First! by Kate 
Coleman is a mean-spirited hatchet 
job packed with lies, errors and bias. 

"The characters in the book are 
hardly recognizable as the people I 
know," says longtime EF!er and friend 
of Bari, Betty Ball, who as coordina- 
tor of the Mendocino Environmen- 
tal Center in Ukiah, California, has 
been a central figure in movement 
activities in redwood country. 

Encounter Books 
could be charged 
with false advertis- 
ing for selling this 
book as nonfiction 
because it's all fic- 
tion from beginning 
to end. Hell, it can't 
even finish the 
book's title without 
the fiction that EF! 
is belly up. Maybe 
Encounter Books is 
delusional enough 
to think thatputting 
out this book will 
cause “the end of 
Earth First!." 

Some of Bari's 
friends and family 
got an advance 
copy of the book in 
late 2004 and put together a page- 
by-page list of more than 350 lies 
and falsehoods in this 232-page book. 
The list is posted on the Internet at 
www.ColemanHoax.com, where 
there's also an "instant proof" fea- 
ture with documents and photos that 
prove that key claims in Coleman's 
book are false. 

Some say that this hit piece picks up 
where the FBI left off in its failed 
attempt to frame Bari and Darryl 


Cherney for the 1990 car bomb that 
nearly killed her. At that time, the FBI 
was trying hard to "neutralize" EF! in 
the public mind by falsely linking lead- 
ers like Bari and Dave Foreman to 
explosives and "ecoterrorism." 

The Secret Wars of Judi Bari is espe- 
cially slimy because it's a stealth attack. 
The cover features a color picture of a 
smiling Judi Bari leaning out the 
window of her cabin. You'd never know 
it is an attack book from the descrip- 
tion on the back cover: "A superb 
piece of investigative journalism, this 
engrossing and suspenseful page-turner 
is buoyed throughout by the author's 
sophisticated wit and irony. Coleman 
knows this world of grassroots 
political activism from the inside out 
and is miraculously 
able to balance her 
unshakable pro- 
gressive sympathies 
with her unerring 
feel for the tragi- 
comedy of radical 
self-righteousness.” 
That's more false 
advertising! 

Encounter Books 
isn't a normal book 
publisher that puts 
out books as a money- 
making business. 
Instead it's a non- 
profit organization 
that was established 
with a multi-million 
dollar grant from the 
extreme right-wing 
Lynde and Harry Bra- 
dley Foundation, which has more than 
$600 million in assets and is one of the 
two largest sponsors of neo-conservative 
causes in this country. 

For more info, visit www.fojb.org; 
www.ColemanHoax.com; 
www.judibari.org. 

Strong Wood has been a redwood activ- 
ist in Mendocino County, California, since 
1 973. He wrote about the killing of David 
"Gypsy" Chain for the EF! Journal in the 
November-December 1998 issue. 






DFRRICK JENSEN 
GEORGE DRAEFAN 

by Y4ixtyi« Sltfva 


Strangely Like War: The Global 
Assault on Forests, by Derrick Jensen 
and George Draffin, Chelsea Green Pub- 
lishing, 2003. 

In Strangely Like War, Derrick 
Jensen's trademark lyrical language 
and personal style are tied to an 
onslaught of facts that have been 
pulled from sources ranging from 
environmental histories and the Wall 
Street Journal to Greenpeace reports. 
The strength of the book is the way 
that Jensen and co-author George 
Draffin bring together their barrage 
of statistics and examples to illus- 
trate the overarching system of glo- 
balization and consumption that is 
devouring the world's forests. 

This book is highly recommended 
as a reference source for any activist 
working on forest issues. The foot- 
notes are useful for accurately citing 
those pesky statistics that pop up all 
over the place. But more impor- 
tantly, Strangely Like War is an im- 
portant primer for newer activists. It 
is full of coherent and lucid explana- 
tions of terms and processes ranging 
from Environmental Impact State- 
ments and the process of appealing a 
timber sale to an examination of 
contemporary globalization. 

It is clear that the US is the region 
most familiar to the authors from 
the frequency with which it serves as 
the home of the examples given. Yet 
the point of Strangely Like War is not 
to understand the specificity of any 
one situation but rather to indict the 
system fueled by consumption that 
destroys forests around the world. 

— Soledad 


Page 42 Earth First! Eostar 2005 



Cjetie'TVtulevs 

Biotechnology, World Trade and the Globalization of Hunger 


by Orin Langelle 

Gene Traders: Biotechnology, World 
Trade and the Globalization of Hun- 
ger, edited by Brian Tokar, Toward Free- 
dom, 2004. 

The introduction of Gene Traders by 
its editor, Brian Tokar, whets the appe- 
tite to read on. 

Tokar starts in No- 
vember 1999, in the 
streets of Seattle, Wash- 
ington, where tens of 
thousands gathered to 
stop the World Trade 
Organization's (WTO) 
ministerial summit be- 
fore it could begin. Af- 
ter Seattle, the global 
justice movement in 
the US largely did not 
embrace the struggle 
against biotech, but 
many global justice ac- 
tivists elsewhere on the 
planet did. 

Tokar writes, "Meanwhile, through- 
out much of Europe, Asia, Latin 
America and Africa, popular move- 
ments around global economics, ge- 
netic engineering (GE) and local food 
sovereignty evolved along a far more 
unified course. Wherever global cor- 
porations threatened the integrity of 
local food cultures and agricultural 
practices, wherever the WTO, World 
Bankand International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) were supporting policies that 
forced traditional food growers off their 
land, wherever threats to the integrity 
of living forests, rivers and coastlines 
directly impacted traditional agrarian 
communities, resistance to biotech- 
nology grew hand in hand with resis- 
tance to globalization." 

Why are all of these people pissed 
off? Gene Traders explains in great 
detail why people are indeed out- 
raged. It gives sound, thought-out 
arguments that hopefully people will 
use to take action to confront trade 
agreements, the WTO, World Bank, 
IMF, multinationals and corporate 


agriculture. If you want a handbook 
that details the politics of hunger 
and biotechnology, then Gene Trad- 
ers is a must. 

S'ra DeSantis, in "Control through 
Contamination," describes the dan- 
gers GE crops pose to human health, 
the environment and family farms. 

She also tackles GE 
corn contamination in 
Mexico and how it re- 
lates to the trade agree- 
ments pushed by the 
US. DeSantis highlights 
the pitfalls of these 
agreements and con- 
cludes, "As people 
throughout the world 
are becoming more 
aware of the dangers 
that such pacts pose to 
national sovereignty, 
human rights and the 
environment, indeed 
to the Earth's very sur- 
vival, the world says 
'jYa Basta!' (Enough Already!)." 

If you ever thought there was a plot 
or conspiracy to control almost every 
aspect of life as we know it, then get 
ready to read the evidence as Aziz 
Choudry takes on the WTO. Choudry 
starts Gene Traders' second chapter with 
this chilling quote by former WTO 
Director General Renato Ruggiero: "We 
are writing the constitution of a single 
global economy." 

Choudry states that the neoliberal 
model promoted by the WTO "advo- 
cates total freedom of movement for 
capital, goods and services, sees every- 
thing and everyone as a tradable com- 
modity and argues that market forces 
must be left to rule, free from interfer- 
ence by government or communities." 
Choudry cuts through the WTO jar- 
gon, exposing the institution as an 
attempt to control all life for the profit 
of the elite. 

If the WTO is the enforcer of the 
global economy, then the financial 
set-up institutions are the World 
Bank and IMF— taken on by Tokar in 


"Biotechnology and the Green Revo- 
lution." The World Bank, as many 
people are aware, has been respon- 
sible for funding some of the most 
environmentally destructive projects 
in the history of the world. Tokar 
explains many intricacies regarding 
the functioning of the World Bank, 
and he details its relationship with 
biotech and corporate agriculture. 

Lawrence Tsimese reports, "The 
biotech industry claims that Africa 
needs biotechnology to lower food 
costs, help feed the poor and hungry, 
save the environment and lower pesti- 
cide use. However, the true motives 
for genetically altering our food crops 
appear to be quite the contrary." 
Tsimese goes on to show that agricul- 
tural and social systems in Africa are 
different than in the West in the area 
of biosafety and that GE crops lead to 
the loss of biodiversity. 

Other chapters in Gene Traders by 
Shiri Pasternak, Mwananyanda 
Mbikusita Lewanika and Devinder 
Sharma, round out the case against 
biotechnology and the control of food 
by the nefarious thugs involved. 

If there is a fault in Gene Traders, it is 
the complexity of its alphabet soup of 
institutions, trade agreements, agen- 
cies, etc. Although all acronyms are 
explained in the index, I would have 
preferred a road map of sorts that 
might have made it easier to read. 

Gene Traders, however, is a valuable 
tool documenting human modifica- 
tion of nature with unknown conse- 
quences. In this age of economic 
globalization, biotechnology benefits 
the rich while ruining traditional prac- 
tices and peoples. The GE idea is not 
only stupid, its pushers should be con- 
sidered criminals. 

For more information, visit 
www.genetraders.org. 

Orin Langelle, langelle@sover.net, is 
the co-director of the Vermont-based Glo- 
bal Justice Ecology Project (GJEP), 
www.globaljusticeecology.org. One of 
GJEP's programs works to stop the genetic 
engineering of trees. 
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He's Working on Your Side! 

Lawyer 

m 

by Stu Sugarman not t> e available online, but I guarantee you’ll at least 

find ways to order the guidelines from that state or from 
Dear EF! Lawyer, that state's criminal defense lawyers' association. You 

How can I research sen- can also find your state's sentencing guidelines at any 
tearing guidelines to see county courthouse's law library, which of course is free 
what sentence a person is and open to the public. The US sentencing guidelines, 
likely to serve? which apply in all federal courts nationwide, are avail- 

— No Name able at www.ussc.gov. Although the nuances of SGLs are 

many (my Oregon SGL manual is more than 400 pages 
Dear No Name, long, and my federal SGL manual, available through 

Sentencing guidelines (SGLs, or guidelines) are used in West Publishing, is several times that length), both have 
federal and certain state courts but written by the executive a grid that graphically and clearly illustrates a person's 
branch (people working for the governor or president), likely sentence in a single page. At least 16 states use 
Unlike statutory-maximum sentences, guidelines have been SGLs — including Alaska, Arkansas, Florida, Idaho, Kan- 
the true governing law regarding criminal sentencing. For sas, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Or- 
example, Martha Stewart faced a five-year statutory-maxi- egon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Washington, as well as 
mum sentence for her perjury conviction, but the relevant Washington, DC. 

SGL required that the judge sentence her to between 10 and Actually, the importance of SGLs is quickly declining 

16 months, with her spending only half that sentence in because certain aggravating factors offend the Sixth 
custody. Martha received a guideline sentence of five months Amendment right to a criminal jury trial. The US Supreme 
in prison and another five months in home detention. Court decided in Apprendi, Blakely and now Booker and 
If not for the guidelines, Martha's judge would have fan Tan that other than criminal convictions, a judge may 
had more power to choose her sentence. The Vera Insti- not use facts to increase a defendant's sentence unless 
tute of Justice's study of government policies' effects on those facts were first proven to a jury (information about 
sentencing found that the only policies consistently these cases is available online). Most guidelines, for ex- 
associated with lower incarceration rates were the sentenc- ample, include aggravating factors that require facts that 
ing guidelines. Many criminal lawyers, however, disagree the Sixth Amendment does not permit the jury to hear 
with that conclusion. when determining whether a person is guilty. Therefore, 

Sentencing guidelines gradually increase sentences as the US Supreme Court said in its Booker decision, those 
the number and severity of a defendant's past criminal guidelines should not be mandatory, 
convictions increase and the present crime's severity It seems that every legal expert has a different theory 
increases. A defendant with several serious crimes against about what these cases will mean for future sentencing, 
people (such as assault, robbery and, believe it or not, tree Some say juries will now be involved in a separate 
spiking) who is being tried for, say, aggravated murder, sentencing phase in all cases, while others say that 
would be in the worst grid block — and would face hundreds judges will control sentencing but will use guidelines 
of months in prison under the guidelines. On the other that have a broader range of possible outcomes. Still 
hand, someone accused for the first time of possessing a others say that the guidelines will survive in their present 
small amount of methamphetamine would face little or no form so long as they are merely advisory, as is apparently 
jail time under the most lenient SGL grid block. Once a now the law in federal courts under Booker. Whatever the 
judge determines a person's grid block, they can choose result of these cases, it seems we are headed toward 
from the short list of aggravating and mitigating guideline sentences that are less predictable and, in Earth Libera- 
factors to support a harsher or lighter sentence. It is within tion Front and Animal Liberation Front cases, longer 
a judge's discretion whether to apply aggravating or miti- than they had been. 

gating factors, and those factors could change a no-jail Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o 
sentence into a multi-year sentence or visa versa. Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste 500, 

To research SGLs, try doing an Internet search for "<state Portland, OR 97204; quixote516@yahoo.com. Please write 



name>sentencingguidelines." Each state's guidelines might "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the subject line. 
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Lessons from the Snitchmg of Billy Cottrell 


by Jeff "Free" Luers 

November 17, 2004, will be remembered as another sad 
day for the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) and the radical 
activist community. On trial for the ELF-claimed action of 
torching SUVs in southern California, William "Billy" 
Cottrell took the witness stand in his defense (see EF!J 
January-February 2005). 

With Billy accused of more than two million dollars of 
property damage, 1 can imagine the fear that he felt facing 
decades in prison. Many activists, past and present, re- 
member that feeling all too well. For some it was our finest 
moment, if also our most painful, as we stood before the 
state proud and unwavering. 

After Billy's arrest, he 
wrote to me. Billy's naivete 
at the situation he was in 
shocked me. We discussed 
what he was facing, and I 
warned him to avoid doing 
media before trial. Billy 
shared his fears and heart- 
ache with me, as well as his 
gratitude for all of the sup- 
port he was receiving. In 
his last letter, Billy told me 
how much of an inspira- 
tion other warriors had 
been to him. 

As Billy took the stand 
that day, 1 can't help but 
wonder if the sick feeling 
in his stomach was fear of 
imprisonment or if it was 
nausea at his betrayal. Billy 
testified that his friends lit 
the fire against his wishes. 

He stated that he was co- 
erced into going along with 
them because he owed one 
person $200. 

Despite all of his bravado 
to his supporters, the media and me, Billy tucked his tail 
and pissed down his leg. Sadly, this was not the first 
instance of betrayal. To date, the majority of ELF and ELF- 
style actions to go before the courts have had a defendant 
turn traitor. This fact devastates my heart, as it should 
every activist and revolutionary. 

Illegal direct action is a dangerous path. The action 
itself is only a small part of the equation. Once embarked 
upon, physical resistance is not a path easily abandoned. 
If it is a path you choose, you should be expecting to 
serve prison time or worse. If you cannot face the possi- 
bility of prison or if you know you cannot accept the 


consequences with integrity and honor, do not pick up 
the matchbook. 

The blame, however, does not lie solely with the weak- 
ness of individuals under pressure. The problem is one of 
our creating. The radical activist movement glorifies and 
romanticizes hard-core action — by crying out for salvation 
from would-be heroes and by writing stories and singing 
songs of faceless individuals who sab the dozers, raid the 
labs and who burned down Vail. 

Honoring our warriors is good. But the illusion fades 
when you are sitting in a jail cell. The once-seemingly 
powerful movement, bolstered by its own self-praise, no 
longer appears so strong. The romanticized ideal of action 
and change remains, yet no revolutionary energy 
is directed at freeing our comrades. 

That is our failure as a move- 
ment. If we expect our warriors 
to stand strong in front of the 
judge and jury, with heads held 
high and eyes burning with defi- 
ance, we must become realistic 
about what it means to be a revo- 
lutionary movement. 

For our movement to become 
more than a counter-culture, 
we have to stop mystifying di- 
rect action. We have to recog- 
nize direct action for what it 
is — a necessity. The movement’s 
support of its captured warriors 
must go beyond admiration and 
respect. It must extend into ac- 
tion and agitation for their 
release. By any means neces- 
sary, we must see them free. 
Otherwise, we can expect 
more people to bow before 
the power of the state. 

How do we go from romanti- 
cizing action to taking it? How do 
we go from accepting loss to pre- 
venting it? These are the obstacles 
in our path. If we cannot overcome them, then we are 
not trying hard enough. 

There are always going to be Billy Cottrells. There just 
doesn't have to be more of them than there are true warriors. 
There is a hero in all of us — one just waiting to be given a 
voice. Find the courage to follow your heart and the pride 
to hold your head high and stand your ground. Because 
with that, this movement will go from a facade to a force. 

Jeff "Free" Luers is serving a more than 22-year prison 
sentence for burning three SUVs at a car dealership in Eugene, 
Oregon, in June 2000. Write to him at Jeffrey Luers, # 13797671 , 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the 
regulations are. Assume that the authorities read everything that you write to a 
prisoner. The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners 
and prisoner support groups worldwide. The EF! Journal offers discounted subscrip- 
tions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, North 
Fraser Pretrial Centre, 1451 Kingsway 
Ave, Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 1S2, 
Canada. Arrow's extradition hearings 
have been set for April 18-20. He is 
facing extradition to the US to stand 
trial for his alleged involvement in the 
arson of logging trucks and an Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) arson of vehicles 
owned by a sand and gravel company. 
For more info., visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky was released 
in December, after serving 3.5 years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl was worse than 
the Belarus government had reported. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Rye 
Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 SAN, 
England. Serving 10 years for attacking 
the managing director of Huntingdon 
Life Sciences (HLS), rescuing 600 guinea 
pigs from a lab supplier and planting 
incendiary devices under slaughterhouse 
vehicles. Blenkinsop has been moved to 
the above address. 

•Sarahjane Bloom and Ryan Shapiro 
have had the felony burglary charges 
against them dropped. The charges 
stemmed from a GourmetCruelty.com 
investigation of the Hudson Valley Foie 
Gras factory farm. In January, they both 
received misdemeanor trespass charges. 

•Harrison David Burrows was sentenced 
to 2.5 years in January for burning two 
tractors and a shed at Brigham Young 
University's Ellsworth Meat and Livestock 
facility in 2004. Burrows' address is not 
provided, and he will not be listed here, 
because he snitched on Joshua Demmitt. 

•Rod Coronado, John Richardson and 
Matthew Crozier have been charged with 
conspiracy to impede or injure an officer 
following their alleged involvement in a 
nonviolent Earth First! sabotage action 
of a mountain lion hunt. Initially, they 
were charged with disabling a steel-cable 
snare and entering a federal closure area. 
Send letters and donations for legal costs 
to the Rod Coronado Legal Defense, POB 
1925, Tucson, AZ 85702, USA. 

•Joshua Demmitt was sentenced to 
2.5 years in January for fires that caused 



$30,000 worth of damage to Brigham 
Young University's Ellsworth Meat and 
Livestock facility in 2004. Demmitt is 
scheduled to turn himself in on February 
15. Until his prison address is available, 
he can receive letters and donations 
through the Josh Demmitt Support Fund, 
POB 3372, Anaheim, CA 92803-3372, 
USA (make checks out to Elizabeth 
Zamora). Demmitt is not currently re- 
ceiving support and is actively seeking it. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C/ 
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Iruflez 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Ederra was 
sentenced to nearly five years in prison 
at the end of 2004 for sabotaging ma- 
chinery at the controversial Itoiz dam. 

•William Frediani has been transferred 
to a high-security prison in Perugia, Italy. 
His new address is Casa di Reclusione, Via 
Maiano 10, 06049 Spoleto (PG), Italy. He 
is awaiting trial for allegedly participat- 
ing in direct action, using firebombs and 
promoting sabotage. Frediani is a mem- 
ber of II Silvestre. 

•Charles Arthur Jordan IV, #676384, 
Multnomah County Detention Center, 
1020 SW Third Ave, Portland, OR 97208, 
USA. Jordan was charged in January with 
conspiracy for allegedly damaging equip- 
ment at a Morse Bros quarry near Port- 
land, Oregon. 


•Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP 
Wealstun, Walton Rd, Wetherby LS23 7 A Z, 
England. Serving 2.5 years for making 
phone calls to animal abusers, including 
HLS shareholders, hunters and agricul- 
tural suppliers. Le Boutillier has been 
moved to the above address. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall was released 
in January, after serving 4.5 years for con- 
spiracy to commit arson and possession 
of incendiary devices to destroy SUVs in 
Eugene, Oregon. Upon his release, Critter 
stated, "1 want to thank everyone who has 
shown me support whether through let- 
ters or by attacking civilization.” He will 
be on parole for three years. 

•Stephen Marshall, #0415972, Wash- 
ington County Jail, 215 SW Adams Ave, 
MS33, Hillsboro, OR 97123-3874, USA. 
Marshall was charged in January with 
conspiracy for allegedly damaging equip- 
ment at a Morse Bros quarry near Port- 
land, Oregon. 

•Peter Schnell was released in January 
after being jailed last August for breach- 
ing the conditions of his probation. He 
had previously served two years for pos- 
session of incendiary devices, which the 
prosecution claimed were intended to 
destroy dairy trucks. 

•Allison Lance Watson was freed from 
grand jury persecution on December 1 6, 
when she was given two years probation 
and fined $5,000 for "contempt of court" 
after refusing to answer questions about 
people she knows in the animal rights 
movement. 

•Helen Woodson was sentenced in 
January to an additional 3.5 years for 
violating her parole. This brings her to- 
tal sentence to eight years and 1 0 months 
for actions taken in March 2004, when 
she dumped a cup of red paint over the 
security checkpoint in a federal court- 
house and made warnings of weapons of 
mass destruction. Until Woodson's 
prison address is confirmed, letters can 
be sent c/o the Nuclear Resister, POB 
43383, Tucson, AZ 85733, USA. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Manase Furima, Lembaga Pema- 
syarakatan Manokwari, J1 Sabang No 
4, Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. 
Awaiting trial for taking part in a road 
blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Matius Nasira, Lembaga Pema- 
syarakatan Manokwari, J1 Sabang No 
4, Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. 
Awaiting trial for taking part in a road 
blockade to prevent illegal logging. 
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•Alessio Perondi, Via Pianezza 300, 
10151 Torino, Italy. Awaiting trial, 
Perondi is accused of promoting sabo- 
tage and participating in direct action. 
Perondi is a member of II Silvestre. 

•Sergio Maria Stefani, casa 
circondariale di Palmi, via Trodio n°8, 
89015, Palmi (Reggio Calabria), Italy. 
Awaiting trial for allegedly damaging 
fur stores and butcher shops and for 
involvement in the planting of an in- 
cendiary device outside a butcher shop. 
Also accused of involvement in a letter- 
bombing campaign. 

Animal Liberation 

•Hanna Ekegren, Box 1005, 718 92 
Frovi, Sweden. Serving 10 months for 
openly damaging 18 machines at a 
chicken processing plant. A total of 
55,000 eggs were unable to develop due 
to the action and weren't born into 
exploitation and pain. 

•Daniel Hedqvist, Torsgarden, 618 33 
Kolmarden, Sweden. Serving 10 months 
for openly damaging 18 machines at a 
chicken processing plant. 

Ecodefensc 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility powerlines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. He reads French, German, Span- 
ish and Italian. 

•Angela Marie Cesario, #66522-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Dublin, 5675 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. 
Serving three years and five months for 
arson of logging trucks in Oregon. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. His 
appeal is currently on hold. 

•Jeremy Rosenbloom, #66521-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving 
three years and five months for arson of 
logging trucks in Oregon. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, POB 1000, Petersburg, VA 
23804, USA. Serving three years for a 
series of ELF actions against McDonald's, 
Burger King, urban sprawl, the construc- 
tion industry and an SUV dealership. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909-051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS 
66048, USA. Serving 80 years for aggra- 
vated assault on federal agents, escape 


and bank robbery. Chubbuck funneled 
money that he stole from banks to the 
Zapatista Army of National Liberation in 
Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Movement 
activist, is serving life in prison after 
being framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. 



MOVE 

The "MO VE 9, " members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 1 00 
years each. Although many of the MOVE 
prisoners are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM498S, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90251/D3-140, 
44750 W 60th St, Lancaster, CA 93536, 


USA. Lamont, an Earth Firstler, is serv- 
ing three years for possession of an in- 
cendiary device. 

•Robert "Rob Los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville Hwy, 
Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a seven- 
year mandatory minimum sentence for 
throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim 
the Streets action in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #10909 1 5, WERDCC, 
POB 300, Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environmen- 
tal campaigns. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end of US 
military maneuvers on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Actions taken 
during a victory celebration led to the arrest 
and conviction of several activists, who 
were charged with conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, Federal 
Correctional Complex, US Penitentiary, 
POB 1033, Coleman, FL33521-1033, USA. 
Serving two years and nine months. 

•Jose Montanez Sanes, #26317-069, 
MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico 00922-2 147. Serving 1 .5 years. 

•Jorge Cruz, #26318-069, Federal 
Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC 
29824-0725, USA. Serving 1.5 years. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
Federal Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, 
SC 29824-0725, USA. Serving five years. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Books through Bars, 4722 Baltimore 
Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, USA; 
www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin St, 
Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom .org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, Eugene, 
OR 97440, USA; www.freefreenow.org. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, POB 
339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 1306 Hancock 
St, Ste 100, Quincy, MA 02169, USA; 
www.prisonbookprogram.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At- 
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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Call to 


Action 


by KatOah Earth First! 

There is an ecological, manmade 
disaster of geologic proportions oc- 
curring in the rolling mountains 
of southern Appalachia. Mountain 
range removal is the ultimate theft of 
a people's heritage. It is destroying 
watersheds and annihilating some 
of the most diverse places on Earth, 
turning them into the biological 
equivalent of a parking lot. 

The theft is escalating as the coal 
companies blow the tops off of 
mountains, dump them into hol- 
lows like they are trash, then scrape 
the layer of coal out. More than 22 
peaks are endangered in eastern 
Tennessee alone. We used to call it 
mountaintop removal, then we saw 
the greedy coal companies destroy- 
ing entire ranges of mountains to replace them with 
prisons, strip malls and fast food restaurants. It is moun- 
tain range removal, and we are desperate (see £F//Janu- 
ary-February 2005). 

Redwood Summer started with an emergency call to 
action to save northern California's redwoods in the early 
1990s. This is Katuah EF!'s emergency call to action to 
save the mountains. This is Mountain Justice Summer. 

When a clearcut happens, there is some chance that 
someday the trees might grow back. Mountain range 
removal is forever. Ten thousand years from now, if hu- 
mans still dwell on this planet, their children will be 
looking upon craters where there once stood majestic old 
mountains, and they will wonder. 

Small, community-based grassroots groups, including 
Katuah EF!, have been fighting these multi-billion dollar 
coal companies with slingshots. An amazing coalition of 
miners, school teachers, tree huggers and folks who just 
plain love the mountains have united and have been 
kicking ass. Though the love we have for our mountains 
knows no bounds, neither does the greed of the coal 
barons hell-bent on their search for profit at the expense 
of all else. 

Enough is enough. Your presence this Summer could 
mean life or death for a mountain. We need you now, this 
Summer — next Summer may be too late if we can't ratchet 
up the resistance. 

Mountain Justice Summer is a direct call to action to stand 
up to the ultimate theft that is mountain range removal. 


Others may ask for your money, but 
we need you. With a little help, we 
can break the back of this massive 
destruction that lays waste to entire 
ecosystems and watersheds. We are 
asking for volunteers to dedicate a 
Summer to our efforts. We see this 
call to action as an emergency plea, 
before it’s too late. 

Food, housing and camping are 
being arranged. Safe houses, mod- 
eled after Redwood Summer, have 
been established in six major Appa- 
| lachian cities. Like Redwood Sum- 
s' mer, volunteers will be routed 

<3- 

S, through these houses for prepara- 
tion before being sent to the camps. 

During the Summer, you will can- 
vass, photograph, hike, camp, cook 
and raise hell for the mountains. We 
will be alternating between week- 
long campouts near mountain range removal sites and 
week-long periods in various cities promoting tours, dumpster 
diving and demonstrating at the headquarters of coal com- 
panies. Mountain Justice Summer will have teach-ins and 
workshops throughout the Summer, as well as a listening 
project for folks to go door-to-door in threatened mountain 
communities to listen and talk to people about their fears, 
hopes and dreams for the mountains they live and love in. 

The greedy, carpetbagging, coal corporations consider 
this a national sacrifice zone in their search for profits, but 
we are standing up and fighting back. Your help can help 
us tip the balance. They are betting that they can come and 
start the process in silence; they are betting billions on 
silence. They know that if people in North America find 
out about this theft of the mountains, the outrage will 
destroy their attempted theft. 

The icon of the forest campaigns on the West Coast is the 
redwood forest — it is a part of many people's cultural 
identity in the West. Here, it is our mountains. We are 
going to raise so much hell for our mountains this Summer 
that it will echo from hill to hill. It will be hard work, 
always challenging, sometimes scary, but in the end, you 
will be able to say, "I helped to save a mountain." And you 
will leave a monument to your Summer's work that will 
exist for eons. That's something special. 

For more information or to get involved, contact Moun- 
tain Justice Summer, POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996; 
(865) 633-8483; mountainjusticesummer@hushmail.com; 
www. mountain j usticesummer . org . 
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Anarchists protest in front of the hotel 


by Rockin' Rod 

The G8 — Group of Eight — is coming 
to Scotland this Summer. This anti- 
democratic body is going for a game of 
golf, while the world — from Iraq to 
Indonesia — is going to hell in a hand 
basket. And with Bush, Blair, Berlu- 
sconi, Putin and more in one place, 
there's going to be resistance not seen 
for years in Britain. We want aid from 
Earth First! in the US! 

For more than a year, a UK-based 
network called "Dissent!" has been 
organizing a network of resistance 
around the G8. Dissent! grew out of 
meetings at UK Earth First! gather- 
ings, and many of its participants are 
veterans of anti-globalization protests. 
With local chapters in most British 
cities, Dissent! should help provide 
infrastructure to facilitate protests of 
all sorts. A group called "G8 Alterna- 
tives" is also being organized by the 
retrograde Socialist Workers Party, 
and it includes many grassroots 
groups like the Scottish Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament (CND). Its main 
plan is some sort of corporate anti-G8 
rock concert. 

Locally in Scotland, activists and 
anarchists have been organizing with 
Dissent! under the Reshape! banner. 
Reshape! is currently working on pro- 
curing convergence centers and hous- 
ing for incoming activists. The weather 
in Scotland is generally very rainy 
(think Pacific Northwest), although in 
the Summer it is warm and one can 
sleep outside. Also, it's daylight until 
midnight, and dawn will break early. 

The action plan is simple: A month 
of decentralized actions against cor- 
porate targets, focusing in particular 
on climate change and precarity (the 
neoliberal destruction of social wel- 
fare). There will also be community 
outreach and ecological activism in 
poor communities throughout Scot- 
land. There will be a large, legal march 


G8 2005 in 

SCOTLAND 

Get Ready to Rumble! 


in Edinburgh (the "Make Poverty His- 
tory" march) on July 2, followed by a 
massive nonviolent blockade of the 
Faslane military base that is being or- 
ganized by the Trident Ploughshares 
and Scottish CND. 

On July 6, the global day of action 
that coincides with the first day of the 
G8 Summit, there will be a protest aimed 
at shutting down the G8 meetings 
through direct confrontation. As the 
day breaks, beacons will be lit around 
the Gleneagles Hotel, where the meet- 
ings are being held, and festive drum- 
ming will begin. All major roads to the 
G8 summit will simultaneously be hit 
by blockades, and affinity groups will 
go straight over the hills for the 
Gleneagles itself, distracting security and 
going to the red zone in either a large 
mass or affinity groups. For those in 
need of a visual, think the final battle in 
the Lord of the Rings trilogy. 

While the G8 leaders will be heli- 
coptered in, their servants and trans- 
lators will be stuck behind blockades 
on the roads. Panicking as protesters 
go straight for the red zone, the leaders 
will hopefully cancel their meeting. 
Afterward, there will be a large coordi- 
nated direct action on climate change 
to remind people of the real cause of 
global warming: automobiles, oil and 
transport. The action plan depends on 
how many people show up and the 
spokescouncil meetings beforehand, 
as well as the police deployments and 
the plans of international activists. 

Throughout Europe, many view this 
as one of the best chances we've had in 
the last few years to really stick it to 
Blair, Bush and the rest of the self- 
proclaimed rulers of the globe. The 
Scottish locals are active but not suffi- 
cient in numbers, and so we are calling 
on desperately needed internationals 
to come to the protests and be prepared 
to be self-sufficient (and prepared to 
camp): No big deal for Earth First!. 
Bring rain gear and waterproof boots, 


and be prepared to hike for the long 
march on the day of action. Also, re- 
member that British cops historically 
don't use teargas or pepper spray, but 
they prefer a good, old-fashioned beat 
down with billy clubs (and have been 
known to use dogs and horses). So get 
ready to rumble, and bring some spare 
meat to distract the dogs. If you can't 
make it or rightfully feel horrific about 
the ecological damage caused by fly- 
ing, we need funds: do benefit shows 
and raise money from wealthy donors. 
Lastly, do a solidarity action if nothing 
else, going straight for the oil infra- 
structure wherever you live. 

Rockin’ Rod is an expat from US Earth 
First!, who is getting in touch with his 
Celtic roots by hanging out in the 
Caledonian forests and preparing for to- 
tal resistance against the G8 this Sum- 
mer. He'd like Earth Firstlers to smuggle 
themselves over on boats in order to show 
Europe that no matter who is president 
and whatever our government does, there 
will be no compromise in defense of our 
country — and he means Mother Earth. 

Calendar of 
Events 

April 6-10 • Festival of Dissent 
(Lanarkshire, Scotland) 

June 20 • G8 Cycle Caravan 
leaves London 
July 2 • Make Poverty 
History march 
July 4 • Faslane G8 action 
July 6 • Day of action against G8 
(G8 Summit July 6-8) 

July 8 • Day of action against the 
real causes of climate change 

More information 

www.dissent.org.uk 

www.indymedia.org.uk 

www.reshape.org.uk 

scotland.indymedia.org 

www.g8cyclecaravan.org 
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announcements 


25th Anniversary EF! RRR 
July 4-1 1 

Join Us as We Celebrate Cascadian Secession! 

The 2005 Earth First! Round River Rendezvous (RRR) will 
be held on Mt. Hood/Wy'East in the breathtaking snow- 
capped Cascadian mountains. We'll be near the Roaring 
River roadless area — surrounded by ancient forests, clear- 
running streams and mountaintop lakes, just up the 
Clackamas River is Big Bottom, a 1,000-acre, old-growth 
forest with some of the largest trees in the area. The area 
protected by the successful Eagle Creek campaign is nearby, 
as is Solo, an old-growth timber sale that is still on the 
chopping block. 

Join us for hikes, stimulating workshops, rallies, camp- 
fires (weather permitting), unique stage performances, 
games, ecodefense trainings, strategizin', rowdy behavior, 
tribal meetings, bad dancing (and some good), lots of 
music, swimming, ale swilling, plotting the demise of the 
US government and just plain fun! Come self-sufficient. 
Cost: Free-$100 (sliding scale), $20 suggested. 

This year's RRR coincides with the declaration of 
Cascadian independence from the US government. 
Cascadian passports, license plates, flags and other com- 
memorative items will be available on site only. 

Make sure to pick up the May-June issue of the EF! Journal 
for full details. For more information, contact 
ef@cascadiarising.org and visit ef.cascadiarising.org. 

Anarchist People of Color 
Book Release 

Our Culture, Our Resistance: People of Color Speak Out on 
Anarchism, Race, Class and Gender, the Anarchist People of 
Color (APOC) book project started in 2003, is complete. 

The book chronicles writings by people of color on the 
aforementioned issues, as well as the APOC movement. It 
is being made available in PDF format to download, print 
and distribute locally. Everyone is encouraged to print and 
share copies; the letter-sized pages are formatted to easily 
make booklets. Anyone who distributes it is asked to 
charge fairly for the book, as no contributor is getting paid. 

Our Culture, Our Resistance represents a lot of things, but 
one great thing is that it is the first big printed means of 
starting conversations about anarchism and race. It's some- 
thing to give to others, start discussions with and whatever 
your creativity can support. Due to wanting to make 
copying easier for underground distributors, the book is 
limited to 92 half-pages. However, volume two (also 92 
pages) is being released simultaneously, so as to share all of 
the extended pieces. All submissions are available at 
www.illegalvoices.org. 
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Animal Liberation Press Office Opens 

In response to countless news articles detailing under- 
ground animal liberation actions where comments from 
animal abusers have largely been unopposed, a group of well- 
spoken activists came together in December to open the 
North American Animal Liberation Press Office (NAALPO). 

Press officers are now available around the clock to 
communicate information and ideology from the animal 
liberation movement. Although they do not claim to be 
spokespersons for the movement, the press officers will 
provide the media with information regarding actions 
taken by the underground and will speak out on behalf of 
any act aimed at animal liberation. 

The NAALPO is not about people or personalities, it's 
about the animals. It seeks to communicate their plight at 
the hands of abusers and also the exploits of those who free 
them from oppression. 

For more information, contact NAALPO, 2 1 044 Sherman 
Way, Ste 211, Canoga Park, CA 91302; (818) 932-9997; 
www.animalliberationpressoffice.org. 

Jeff “Free” Luers 
Weekend of Resistance 

June 10-12 

June 2005 marks the fifth anniversary of Jeff "Free" 
Luers' imprisonment. Activists across the world are called 
upon to organize events for a weekend of resistance to 
show support for Jeff and all political prisoners. 

For more information visit www.freefreenow.org. 





Reclaim Your Health! 

A Do-It-Yourself Health Fair 

March 18-20 • Detroit, Michigan 

This Spring, the newly formed Detroit Health Collective 
will be hosting Reclaim Your Health!, a do-it-yourself 
health fair. The purpose of this event is to share our 
knowledge and reclaim our bodies with practical work- 
shops, to educate ourselves and to network with other folks 
doing this work. 

The Detroit Health Collective believes that access to 
health care is a right and that knowledge should be shared, 
not reserved for the experts. Conference organizers are 
dedicated to education and skillsharing, as well as provid- 
ing information about free and sliding-scale options for 
low-income people. This event is a starting point for bigger 
projects and discussions. 

Some of the workshop topics will include transgender 
health, anti-capitalism and healing, gardening and health, 
women and mental illness, demanding respect from your 
health care provider and herbalism for beginners. 

Registration at the event is $25. Payment includes en- 
trance to the conference, dance party and other social 
events, as well as lunch both Saturday and Sunday. Free 
crash space is available, but limited, and will be floor space 
only. If you have special needs, please contact the health 
collective in advance. 

For more information, contact the Detroit Health Col- 
lective, 4210Trumbull, Detroit, MI 48208; (313) 310-3633; 
reclaimyourhealth@riseup.net; www.geocities.com/ 
reclaimyourhealthdetroit. 



Seventh Annual 
Allied Media Conference 

June 17-19 • Bowling Green, Ohio 

Every year, hundreds of the most passionate people 
from the world of independent media converge on Bowl- 
ing Green, Ohio, for the Allied Media Conference (AMC). 
The AMC focuses on sharing skills, building alternatives 
to corporate media and using media for positive social 
change. In addition to hands-on, do-it-yourself work- 
shops, the conference includes film screenings, artist 
presentations and a large exhibition hall. There are cau- 
cuses for video activists, community newspapers and 
Indymedia members, as well as a series of workshops for 
educators on using independent media in the classroom. 
Set in a small, midwest town, the AMC is also a space to 
strengthen the independent media community and en- 
joy one another's company. 

For more information, visit www.clamormagazine.org. 

Full Spectrum Resistance: 

An International Space 
Organizing Conference 

April 29-30 • New York City 

The Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power 
in Space will hold its 13th annual international member- 
ship meeting and conference in New York City just before 
the Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty begins. People will be coming from around the 
world to call on the US and all of the nuclear powers to end 
their nuclear hypocrisy. 

The conference will feature key international space 
activists — including the keynote speaker, Dr. Michio 
Kaku, professor of theoretical physics at the City Univer- 
sity of New York. 

The conference is being co-sponsored by the Abolition 
2000 Network. Advance registration is required. 

For more information, visit www.space4peace.org. 

Zine-a-Polooza ’05 

July 31 • Duluth, Georgia 

Zine-a-Polooza is an event for like-minded creators to 
meet, discuss and share their voices with one another 
and the public. This is a do-it-yourself experience, thus 
it can only be accomplished with you and through you. 
Zine-a-Polooza hopes to establish a yearly multimedia 
event for the purpose of promoting all forms of creative 
media. By doing this, the event plans to build upon the 
local community of independent, do-it-yourself cre- 
ators and to encourage communication between creator 
and potential audience. 

For more information, visit www.zine-a-polooza.info. 
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magazine 


Advertise 

with the 

Earth First! 
Journal 


Free Anti-Grazing Stickers 

• Bumperstickers 

• 3-inch Round Window Stickers 

Contact the Earth First! Journal to order your free 
stickers today. You pay for postage and we’ll send you 
as many stickers as you want. 

(520) 620-6900 • collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 

Stop Public Lands Ranching! 


covering communities 
of resistance 
for over three years 


subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green. OH 43402 
or subscribe online at 
www.ciamormagazine.org 


$100 - eighth page 
$200 - quarter page 
$350 - half page 
$650 - full page 

‘purchase three ads, 

* get the fourth ad free* 

more info: 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org 



$18/5 issues $4/sample copy 




No Compromise is dedicated to unifying the grassroots animal 
liberation movement by providing a forum in which activists can 
exchange information, share strategy, discuss important issues 
within the movement, network with each other in an open and 
respectful environment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of No Compromise contains the latest in news from grassroots 
animal liberation organizations, Animal Liberation front action 
updates, activist interviews, special focus sections, useful how-to 
information, and commentary. No Compromise is published 
quarterly and produced entirely by activists for activists. 


Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 Student/$20 Outside of U.S 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infoshops 


No Compromise 740A 14th Street #125 San Francisco, CA 94114 
831-42S-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.org 


PO Box 11331, Eugene OR 97440 

collectivegg reenanarchy . oig - www. greenanarchy. org 


links socially conscious singles 
who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide /international 
All ages • Straight / gay 
Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
^ Lenox Dale, MA 01 242 

OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get 
top-quality service, competitive rates and the satisfac- 

tion of knowing that five 
percent of your bill goes to 
,his enviro-uag each 


month. To sign up, con- 
tact (510) 644-2778; 
Steve@IntemetAddress.com. 
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_ 7Sk CAR Hsusrns 

Q| Magazine and Resource Center 



Critiquing car culture, exploring 
positive alternatives and linking up the 
international activist movement. 


$30 year membership 
(4 Issues + member pack) 
- other rates available 


www.carbusters.org 


50[IAL*nERVE*AmERIKA 

(illlJllJ.5DCIALnERVE.DRC 

Join the resistance! SN is 
accepting radical articles, 
art, ideas, etc., for our I 
zines. Contribute today! 

contact@socialnerve.org 


"The regime wants total 
submission, we give It 
total resistance!” 


BIKE STICKERS! 



pT SUV. wets 
Tore ke d b Y f I 


WVEXGLOBkLWRMWGDW'. 

EEWMJm Kzwnrnoiwmt 


fpte&se don’+ *+««■>• 
limY 


WWW. 


SMSMW 


•The •Tenth* Annual* 
s\.\ niAvrisni bay area 




March 26, 2005 
Golden Gate Park 
9th Ave. & Lincoln Way 

• is lm» 

Approximately 60 anarchist groups and alternative book, 
magazine and publishing people will be represented at 
tables, selling and distributing materials and examples of 
their work. The book fair plans to also include a great line 
up of encore speakers from the past 10 years. 

For more information, contact the Book Fair, 
c/o Bound Together Books, 

1369 Haight St, San Francisco, CA 94117 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4. 


.Country. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 


Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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Earth First! 

Directory 


ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Conservation 
Alliance 

POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; 
shunka_2004@yahoo.com 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 

The Infoshop/Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

smartMeme project 

2940 16th St, Ste 216, San Francisco, CA 

94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 

COLORADO 

DIY Traveler's Inn 

(303) 554-0923; 

pathogenusa@ecomail.org 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee, PMB 420, Chicago, 

IL 60622 

azone@azone.org 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 
47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1119 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 
66044 


(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

Foglight Distribution 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

MAS S A CH US ETT S 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 

MI CHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 

massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 

(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

NEB RA S KA 

Environmental Resource Center 
205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; 
buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 
Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlandspreserve.org 



NEW 1ERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 
08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
katuahfirst@hotmail.com 
Uwharrie EF! 
bisonl2@wildmaiI.com 
.OHI O 

Corner Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 
45387 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581; 
info@easternforestdefense.org 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
ef@cascadiarising.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 


POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

UO Survival Center 

EMU, Ste 1, UO Campus Center, Eugene, 

OR 97403 

(541) 346-4356 


EF! Philly 
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(215) 627-5681; earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 

RHODE ISLAND 

Ocean State EF! 

oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

katuah@riseup.net 

TEXAS 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 


864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
VIRGINIA 
Shenandoah EF! 

POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia EF! 

POB 2640, Olympia, WA 98507 
olyef@cascadiarising.org 
Shuksan Direct Action 
sda@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 


2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, WA 
98502 

james@lastwizards.com 
Environmental Resource Center 
Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 
98505 

(360) 867-6784 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 

53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
(307) 690-6961; 
teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


International Contacts 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540, 
Australia 

(61) 2-44-466-477 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St 
Laurent, 2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec 
H2X 2T3, Canada 
Elaho F.F! 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURASAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6, Czech 

Republic 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech 
Republic 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 
carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, 
Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds IS 7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
London Rising Tide 


62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 
info@’risingtide. org.uk 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 
07751-432-240; eflondon@ziplip.com 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart, France 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 
12045 Berlin, Germany 
green . rage@web.de 
I ND IA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 

001 Bihar, India 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

972 (0) 3 516 2349 

NETHERLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 10 18 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-6682236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Groen Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, 

Utrecht, Netherlands 

31-84-8666018 (tel/fax); groenfr@dds.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue international/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 
EF! Davao 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao 

City, 8000, Phillipines 

POLAND 

Citizen's Environmental Movement 


ul. Prochnika 1/301 , 90-408 Lodz, 
Poland 

42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
RU S SIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000, Russia 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082, 

Russia 

(8312) 34-32-80 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow F.F! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB, Scotland 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St Andrews, Fife KYI 6 

9Q, Scotland 

01334-477411 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016, 

South Africa 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical 

Bldg 136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; 

greenkorea@greenkorea.org 

SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

1ES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago, Spain 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

I.agmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg, 

Sweden 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 
01248-355821 
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THE SCMWBALLS WHO SPOU °«* «***, 

NEW MUSIC FROM: CASEY NEILL, DESERT RAT, DANA LYONS & DARRYL CHERNEY 


by Earl E. Warning 

I have before me Leith Kahl's CDs continuing his Desert 
Rat series of sketches and fables with Free Trade Zone and 
Trickle in the Canyon. There's Casey Neill, with his new 
album Memory Against Forgetting, growing more secure in 
his sound. Dana Lyons, sensitive fellow trying to contain 
his capacity to ridicule, with Ride the Lawn. And Darryl 
Cherney veritably glows into a well-produced version of 
himself — accompanied by his band "the Chernobles" on 
their new release, Real American. 

The decision to release a CD is not made lightly, and all 
these singer-songwriter warriors show that they know how 
to take careful aim at their targets. Each of these fellas are 
old hands at putting words to tunes to skewer the screwers 
and screwballs who soil and spoil our dreams, and who 
would dam the rivers of our spirit and damn the conse- 
quences. Each has his own way to approach it. 

Casey's smooth, highly polished CD flaunts a serious 
dignity, beauty and strength. Listeners will be enthusiastic 
to hear this al bum combine new songs and re-recorded gems 
from the long out-of-print Riffraff. Casey's language seems 
to ever steer clear of the vernacular as he paddles through 
poetic waters throughout. Repeatedly, the listener hears the 
arrangement and its power before the human voice steps up 
to the plate to deliver a well-placed volley of hits. Casey is 
both celebratory and grieving in his songs, but they are 
peopled with fully realized puppets of his poetic prestidigi- 
tation. It is a smartly produced album, which moves from 
sorrowful ballads with soulful Celtic fiddle to bluegrass to a 
punkish abandon for the bust-out bunch. 

Leith has chosen the cheapest way to go — nearly unread- 
able album lyrics, color-copied sheets and production val- 
ues as if someone had gone with an old recording machine 


to the jungle camps and found a supremely articulate tramp 
to serenade them with song and story. Where Casey is 
presenting oil paintings of life, Leith has a speedy series of 
highly detailed, entertaining, tightly framed and angled 
snapshots with a disposable camera. His very keen eye is 
kept on the prize at all times, never giving in to despair in 
these lively, homemade sounding CDs. 

There's class consciousness in these albums expressed in 
different ways. Both Casey and Leith know their traditional 
music like the back of their brain. Both make their melodies 
sound like they are more than 100 years old, like the pre- 
industrial times when nature was still a larger part of the 
world than now. But at the same time, they sing of the 
people displaced by the changes of the world and remind us 
that we are the ones who must deal with the consequences 
of what is too often called human progress. 

Dana and Darryl are more comfortable moving through 
the modern world they inhabit. Their country folk sounds 
are of their own time. Darryl's ever-present cynicism, 
singing from the point of view of the "other" is as on target 
as ever, and the Chernobles are such able accomplices that 
you hardly notice when their lead singer's off key. He is a 
master metaphor man, once again dissecting the nature of 
power. He is the only one mentioning Earth First! in his 
songs, first in the voice of an eager logger preparing for 
interplanetary logging and second in the voice of a steel- 
worker building happy alliances. Darryl is purposefully 
awkward in his language, squeezing in words he wants 
even when they refuse to neatly fit into their allotted spot. 

Following up his hit album, Cows with Guns, Dana delivers 
the most personal CD of the bunch with a bit more basking 
in nature's naked beauty than the others. With plain lan- 
guage, musical and literal, almost to a fault, he draws the 
listener into his narrative simply and solidly, with a warm 
and very welcome self humor. 

All of these artists know well enough how to keep their 
songs varied enough for the listener to flow along with 
them. They have a similar purpose and cover a lot of the 
same territory, coursing like clear streams through the 
mordant landscape of modern life. Each cuts through the 
crap in their own way, hoping to cleanse the corrupted 
consciousness of corporatized colonizers. 



Darryl Cherney: 

Heal American 

Darryl's major tools are sarcasm and 
exaggeration. Attitude trumps language 
at every turn in these songs, but Darryl 
enters the ring with his tools well 
sharpened. Powerful images of fire and 
ghosts of past struggles are cuddled up to. 
Available from the EF! Journal for $15. 
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Casey Neill: 

MEMORY 

Against 

Forgetting 


In this retrospective 
CD, Casey has re- 
mixed the salad, and 
the new dressing does 
the veggies justice. 
The popular "Riffraff" 
still sparkles, and un- 
mistakable through- 
out this proud album 
are the hot flashes of 
figures holding tight 
for dear life while 
what they love is under 
constant threat. 


DANA LYONS: R.1DE THE LAWN 

Dana's album has a sweet-hearted 
personal feel, despite the joyful 
mockery of the title song. The son 
who tells his father to stop killing 
his lawn; the young Indian trying to 
stop oil drilling in the name of all 
his relations; those barefoot or 
barebacked seeking a connection 
with nature. 


DESERT RAT: TRICKLE IN 
THE CANYON 


Leith Kahl and his 
five-string banjo dwell 
beneath bridges, huddle in 
jungle camps, munch in 
dumpsters, bleed under billy 
clubs, go bleary eyed in the 
boob tube's glare, march on 
Seattle and come up smelling 


like roses. 



ALL NEW ALBUMS $15 (INCLUDES SHIPPING) 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL - POB 3023, TUCSON, AZ 85702 ’ WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 

PLEASE INQUIRE FORA FULL MERCHANDISE CATALOG 
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The Trials We 
Endure 



For the past few months, the im- 
pending trials of three of our close 
friends have been dominating our 
lives. Two of them are charged with 
state and federal offenses for defend- 
ing mountain lions from hunters, 
while another faces fabricated felo- 
nies for marching in the streets of 
New York during the Republican Na- 
tional Convention. 

Neither of us has ever had to deal 
with this kind of risk to a friend be- 
fore, or the roller coaster of worry, an- 
ger, helplessness and desperate hope 
that goes along with it. Now we, and 
they, have had to face consistently 
changing court dates, new charges, 
travel restrictions and having to say 
goodbye for an out-of-state trial. It's 
been hard for us to wrap our minds 
around the possibility that we could 
actually lose people who are such an 
intricate part of our daily lives. These 
are the people who we care for, give 
and receive support with, laugh and 
cry with. 

The only thing that has ever made 
us feel this powerless is having loved 
ones in the grip of an incurable dis- 
ease. But while we could never put a 
face on the source of our loved ones' 
sickness, in this case the faces are all 
too clear. Legions of prosecutors and 
feds want to take our friends away 
from us, and there is little we can do 
to stop it. 

Working on this issue of the Jour- 
nal has reminded us that we're not 
the only ones losing loved ones. Peter 
Young, Ryan Lewis, Josh Demmitt and 
Felipe Arreaga Sanchez are all impris- 
oned for actions that harmed no one. 
Meanwhile, people in Brazil struggling 
for a place to live and grow food have 
been massacred by military police. 



This experience has made it clear 
to us that the system has no restraint. 
It has no interest in compromise or 
dialogue. It will fabricate testimony, 
distort the truth beyond recogni- 
tion and then demand that we call it 
"your honor." 

Now, we are not violent people. We 
do not seek out enemies or struggle. 
But we know of only one way to re- 
spond to something that declares war 
on the ones that we love, and that is 
to acknowledge it as an enemy and to 
treat it as such. 

Imagine that a friend of yours is in 
the hospital, succumbing to a seem- 
ingly unstoppable disease; imagine 
now that you could actually get your 
hands on the source of their sickness. 
What would you do? 

— Lenny and Oskar 
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THE JOURNAL NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 


In a small but committed movement 
like ours, it is critical that we support 
each other. Many times, at Rendez- 
vous and in the pages of the Earth First! 
Journal, EFiers have discussed the im- 
portance of supporting our prisoners, 
looking out for friends and assisting 
allies who may, at times, differ from us 
in philosophy. It is in this spirit that 
we are proud to produce the Journal as 
a resource for your groups. 

We aim to provide a forum where 
you can read about pressing issues 
and inspiring direct actions, and can 
discuss philosophy, strategy and tac- 
tics. The Journal is also committed to 
providing discounted subscriptions 
to prisoners and EF! groups. 

But we need your support. 

We run the Journal on a very low 
budget, cutting as many corners as 
we can without compromising the 
quality you have come to expect. 
In the past, members of the edito- 
rial collective have even lent their 
monthly stipends to help the Jour- 
nal make ends meet; some former 
editors are now owed as many as 
seven back paychecks. This carried 
us along for a while, but now our 


financial situation is rapidly becom- 
ing unsustainable. In the past sev- 
eral months, we actually managed 
to break even, in part because we 
have been operating without a full 
collective — meaning increasing re- 
sponsibilities and strain for our few 
long-term editors. Now, with addi- 
tions to the long-term staff, it will 
be even more of a stretch to cover 
all of our costs. 

We know that many of our readers 
do not have a lot of money. But this 
is a serious situation, and we hope 
that you will all step up and do some- 
thing to help the Journal. Our goal is 
not just to keep the Journal afloat. We 
want to solidly establish it as a sustain- 
able publication. Ultimately, it's the 
Journal's monthly income that needs 
to increase, not just the amount that 
comes in from our twice-a-year fund- 
raising letters. 

There are lots of ways you can 
help. You could hold a benefit for 
the Journal, or send us some of the 
proceeds from one of your own 
fundraisers. EF! groups can also take 
advantage of our wholesale mer- 
chandise rates, or they can sell sub- 


scriptions to the Journal and keep 
five dollars per sub. 

If you have a more established in- 
come, you could increase the amount 
or frequency of your donations. Buy 
a subscription for your library. Get all 
your friends hooked on the Journal, 
and pressure your local bookstores to 
carry it. A wider circulation doesn't 
just help us financially, it spreads EF!'s 
empowering philosophy of biocentric 
direct action. 

We really don't like taking up this 
space to ask for money. Requests of 
this kind have appeared in the Journal 
very rarely. We wouldn't make one 
now if things weren’t truly serious. 

We are committed to continue put- 
ting out the high-quality publication 
you've come to expect, one that we 
can be proud to associate with the 
name Earth First!. We hope that you, 
in return, can commit to helping us 
cover the costs of doing so. 

If you have any questions or ideas, 
please contact us at POB 3023, Tuc- 
son, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collec 
tive@earthfirstjournal.org. 

In Solidarity, 

— EF! Journal Collective 
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Dear SFB, 

I came to the Winter Orga- 
nizers' Conference expecting 
open workshops, where ev- 
eryone could hold a workshop 
on any subject. Instead, the 
whole schedule was decided 
beforehand and over two days, 
six hours of it was devoted to 
workshops on "fear and alien- 
ation," a workshop admin- 
istered by two individuals. I 
heard that it was their very first 
EF! event ever. They informed 
us that all of us suffered "fear 
and alienation" and they were 
on a tour to help people over- 
come this. One of the two 
started the conference with a 
poem about the failed revolu- 
tion and extolled George Jack- 
son— a very subjective view 
of "the revolution" to say the 
least. We just basically fell in 
line to confirm to being fear- 
ful and alienated out of group 
think; "herd mentality" (it's 
not what I came for). Orga- 
nizing conferences are usually 
just that: for organizing. We 
come together to shape and 
disseminate information on 
different bioregions so people 
know what's going on and 
make decisions based on that 
shared information. We did 
a little of that but not much, 
no introduction on the his- 
tory of EF! as usual and the 
RRR was decided on before we 
got there. I hear that's because 
the previous RRR decided not 
enough people showed up at 
the OC to make the decision. 
At least 60 people showed up, 
enough to keep going from 
one event to the next as usual. 
Other than that the Dragoons 
were beautiful, awesome, mag- 
nificent as was the whole area. 
Overall I’m glad I came. 

— San Francisco Don 

Warmest of Greetings, 

I hope that all is well there 
with everyone and their 


loved ones and with the 
health of the magazine. The 
info provided within its pag- 
es is worth far more than the 
price of the subscription. 

I do not know the identity 
of the person whose kindness 
is responsible for providing 
me with this magazine — but 
I can only hope that whoev- 
er that staff person was does 
read this. 

You (whoever you are) have 
made a friend for life — which 
embraces the magazine — be 
assured that upon my release 
or first opportunity I will be 
a lifelong supporter and sub- 
scriber. I have since the 1960s 
been a green radical— though 
somewhat out of touch with 
the movement. But now 
thanks to your goodwill I am 
coming up to date. 

I cannot thank you enough 
for caring and just for being 
a part of the magazine and 
the movement. You are a 
good heart and without even 
knowing you on a personal 
level I can safely say: I love 
you I love your spirit and the 
world is a better place for you 
having lived in it. 

Take care. 

Your brother in spirit, 

— Charles 

Editors' note: If you'd like 
to sponsor a prisoner subscrip- 
tion, send a check, money order, 
credit card information or well- 
concealed cash to the EF! Jour- 
nal for $25 and indicate that 
you would like it to go toward 
a prisoner sub. If you are a pris- 
oner, please contact the Journal 
for details on obtaining a dis- 
counted subscription. 

Dear Seal Shit for Brains, 

I am usually impressed with 
EF!I, but the Sea Shepherd in- 
terview was a letdown (see EF!J 
March-April 2005). It did not 
hold Sea Shepherd account- 
able to its mission. Instead, it 


enabled Sea Shepherd's Alex 
Cornelissen to state conjec- 
ture as fact and make subjec- 
tive judgment calls to justify 
a relatively pointless action. 

While I do not disagree 
with Comelissen's critique of 
Canada's seal hunt, he does 
not make a scientific case that 
the hunt is threatening the 
marine ecosystem, just that 
killing is gruesome. Although 
Sea Shepherd states upholding 
international laws as part of its 
mission, Cornelissen did not 
offer any legal justification for 
stopping the seal hunt. The 
action on the-iee struck me as 
a waste of resources for little 
gain; it looks like a publicity 
stunt to gamer financial sup- 
port at best, incite mob action 
against poor people at worst. 

Issues of greater importance 
demand action. In terms of 
legal justification, there are 
myriad aspects of the US's 
Marine Mammal Protection 
Act (MMPA) being violated 
by pernicious activities such 
as the use of Fow Frequency 
Active Sonar (FFAS), aquacul- 
ture and land-based indus- 
trial pollution. 

Every time the US Navy and 
NATO test FFAS — the loudest 
sound ever produced by hu- 
mans, a sonic club — it ham- 
mers the delicate sensory or- 
gans of whales, dolphins and 
other marine life within hun- 
dreds, possibly thousands, of 
miles. The National Marine 
Fisheries Service used the 
MMPA to stop LFAS testing 
in New England waters. Else- 
where however, this and other 
laws are being overridden in 


the interest of "National Secu- 
rity." Where is Sea Shepherd? 

Salmon farmers shoot seals. 
The seals are attracted to the 
densely packed salmon cages 
and then killed. Mid-water 
trawlers harvest thousands of 
tons of forage fish annually 
to feed the salmon, depriving 
wild marine life of a valuable 
food source. The trawlers also 
have a substantial bycatch of 
seals, dolphins, and the oc- 
casional whale. Where is Sea 
Shepherd? 

Industrial pollution has 
turned beluga whales at the 
mouth of the Sanguanay Riv- 
er in Quebec into the most 
toxic marine mammals in 
North America. Agricultural 
runoff has turned an area 
the size of Connecticut (and 
growing) at the mouth of the 
Mississippi River into a bio- 
logical Dead Zone. 

The ability of the oceans to 
support life is rapidly being 
undermined, and where is Sea 
Shepherd? Like the establish- 
ment agencies that "Enforce 
The Laws," Sea Shepherd 
apparently prefers to harass 
poor folks whose behavior is 
symptomatic of much bigger 
problems. Considering what 
we’re up against, we cannot 
squander resources alienating 
what should be our constitu- 
ency. Sea Shepherd's support- 
ers need to demand more 
thoughtful action. 

Yours for the earth and sea, 
— G. de LaMar 

Dear SFB, 

I just wanted to say that the 
author of "The Peace that 


Keep letters to 500 
words or less! 
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Must End” is clearly suffer- 
ing from a common case of 
white guilt and self-loathing 
(see EF!f March- April 2005). 
I think that if he became a 
deeper shade of green, he 
might become the radical 
"no-compromise" activist we 
so desperately need. 

As it stands, he's content 
to waste space publicly dis- 
playing his self-flagellation, 
and reminds me of so many 
liberal whites who are more 
concerned with "recovering" 
from the addiction to rac- 
ism than they are with the 
stark issues of environmen- 
tal degradation. He's about 
as radical as my city's leftist 
counselor in charge of the re- 
cycling program. 

I am sorry he does not ap- 
prove of deep greens or those 
in favor of biocultural integ- 
rity. (Yes, I confess, I'm one 
of those dreaded White Na- 
tionalists who is concerned 
with maintaining biodiver- 
sity in all lifeforms.) The au- 
thor is wrong to say that we 
feel that "the Earth on this 
side of the razor wire is more 
valuable than the rest." Actu- 
ally, we're just as troubled by 
the pollution in Mexico City 
and the environmental re- 
cord of China as we are with 
the problems in our own 
backyard. White National- 
ists (WNs) (a more accurate 
term, since we are not White 
Supremacists) are quite ca- 
pable of understanding the 
interconnectedness of the 
planet’s biosphere. 

You don’t have to worry 
about encouraging WNs to 
throw wrenches into the 
system. In an era of a wel- 
comed increase in tribalism, 
our. revolutionary spirit is 
growing. WN ecovillages are 
being constructed as I write. 
And guess what? We're al- 
ready by your side confront- 
ing "ExxonMobil and the 
US Forest Service." 

And another thing, who 
isn't against over-population? 
The author's pathetic position 
seems to be: "Let's not engage 
in any 'racial profiling' be- 
cause that might be miscon- 
strued. Let's just sit back while 


those intent on breeding the 
planet into oblivion continue 
on their merry way." Yes, I'll 
come out and say that the 
over-breeders happen to be 
non-white. Such breeding 
amounts to crimes against 
all of life on this planet. We 
should be handing out birth 
control and access to abor- 
tions for ffeel But I guess only 
a fiendish Nazi would advo- 
cate such a view. 

The author "Problem Ani- 
mal" — and too many who 
claim to be environmental- 
ists — needs to look at real- 
ity, and not be consumed 
with his own private dreams 
of Utopia, in which all ethnic 
groups get along peacefully, 
and for all of eternity. 

— Gloria De Lio 


not responded to this real- 
ity and the underlying de- 
humanization that makes 
it possible. Finally, I love 
hiking in wilderness and 
breathing (relatively) clean 
air, and I am grateful to all 
who strive to protect lands. I 
recognize that in many parts 
of the country it is not safe 
for people of color to venture 
out into the woods because 
racist intimidation and bru- 
tality are all too common. 


Our struggles will gain more 
potency when they are ac- 
cessible for all to join. In the 
urgency to respond to every 
assault and crisis we must 
endeavor to look at our own 
racism and find ways to chal- 
lenge all colonial influences 
in our thoughts and actions. 
With solidarity for all peoples 
we will increase the possibil- 
ity of defending the planet 
and all its inhabitants. 

— MaxZine Weinstein 



'auna ( abata 

by Dr. Faith M. Walker 



Dear SFB, 

Thank you*, for publish- 
ing the long^erdue "The 
Peace that Must End: White 
Supremacy and Ecology." 
I imagine some EFIers will 
freak out upon reading this 
article, which explores the 
relationship between racism 
and environmental destruc- 
tion. Hopefully, those who 
feel defensive will look at the 
issues raised as an education- 
al gift — we should be grateful 
for powerful voices challeng- 
ing all kinds of injustice. In 
order to figure out what role 
radical (white) activists might 
play in challenging the white 
supremacist, ecocidal culture 
there are a few further areas 
I believe we need to explore. 
This includes understand- 
ing the ways in which peo- 
ple of color have been and 
continue to be dispossessed 
of land, particularly in rural 
areas. From racist agricul- 
ture subsidies to discrimina- 
tory lending practices, cor- 
porate and governmental 
programs promote white- 
washing in land ownership. 
Activists need to both un- 
derstand the mechanisms 
of industry, which dispro- 
portionately locate toxic 
factories in communities 
of color, as well as examine 
why so many (white) en- 
vironmental groups have 


Fauna: n. Animal life. 

Cabala: n. An esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

Immaculate tits get the chicks. Great Tits (Parus ma- 
jor), European woodland passerines, come decked out 
with two fundamental feathery features: white cheek 
patches and a black breast stripe. In a titillating and 
provocative display, a male points his breast forward 
and bill heavenward, and then proceeds to turn one 
cheek and then the 
other toward his lass or 
rival. Tits are impressed 
by the immaculate- 
ness of cheek patch- 
es — in other words, 
how sharp and regular 
their borders are. This 
signals his quality as a 
mate and as a combat- 
ant, because uneven 
borders indicate worn 
or damaged feathers. Such blowzy borders are a symp- 
tom of lice or poor fighting ability, since males peck at 
each other's patches. Tits with messy faces are harassed 
and driven from the best food sources, meaning that 
they search longer for tucker and thus often become 
food items themselves. 

Females are also impressed by the size of a male tit's 
breast stripe. Those with substantial stripes are dynamo 
dads, being more defensive of the nest and attentive to 
their fledglings. Further, the benefit is genetic: Females 
lucky enough to pair with an attractively breasted 
beau have sexier sons, who eventually become cheeky 
chested studmuffins themselves. 

Thus, all this flaunting and judging of bodies, cur- 
rently occurring across Europe, is an excellent example 
of an honest sexual signal involving parts of the body 
that are subject to wear and tear in all but the most 
robust individuals. 
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by Tinder 

In the wild Siskiyou 
nrj Mountains of south- 

west Oregon, resistance 
is growing to the larg- 
fSj \ est logging project in 

modem US Forest Ser- 
vice (USFS) history (see 
EF!J January-Febmary 
l I 2004). The 2002 Biscuit 

" Fire, a natural event that 

burned and cleansed 
the southern Siskiyous, 
X' is now being used as 

a poster child for the 
Bush administration's 
environmental poli- 
cies. The USFS would 
like us to think that the fire burned the 
Biscuit to a crisp, leaving a dead land 
in its wake. On the contrary, while it 
did bum hot and hard in some places, 
it burned in a mosaic pattern. The land 
is now ready for regeneration. 

On March 7, logging was scheduled 
to begin in the Fiddler Timber Sale, 
just outside the 179,000-acre Kalmi- 
opsis Wilderness Area. Totaling 697 
acres, or 14.7 million board feet, the 
sale is comprised entirely of Late Suc- 
cessional Reserve — "old-growth" — for- 
ests. USFS documentation reveals that 
it has taken 20 years to reestablish 
conifers on previously logged areas in 
the region, due to the steep terrain and 
dry, rocky soils. 

Many of the Biscuit timber sales 
are in roadless areas or Late Succes- 
sional Reserves, which are usually re- 
stricted from logging under the 1994 
Northwest Forest Plan. But after a 
fire, these areas are unprotected and 
open for extraction. While plans like 
the Healthy Forests Initiative seek 
to transform naturally burned areas 
into logged plantations, other people 


Stumptown EF! blocks traffic in front of the Portland, Oregon, US Forest Service headquarters. 


invested in the future of the forests 
aren't afraid of fire. We respect an in- 
tact ecosystem to take care of itself, 
burning and regenerating as part of 
its incredibly complex life cycle, and 
we aren't about to let these wild plac- 
es be destroyed. 

Holding the Line 

In the dawn of March 7, a cavalcade 
of loggers, USFS officers and Josephine 
County sheriffs drove up USFS Road 
4201 to the "Green Bridge" crossing 
over the Illinois River, only to en- 
counter with 100 people blocking the 


way. After holding the cavalcade off 
for an hour, preventing all access to 
the Fiddler sale units, the crowd was 
ordered to disperse. Seventy-two-year- 
old Joan Norman, however, remained 
seated in her chair on the bridge. "We 
have no laws in our forest so we will 
be the law," said Norman, before she 
was arrested. 

A few miles up the road, above the 
fog of the Illinois River valley, the 
trucks were greeted by yet another 
road blockade. Earth Firstlers had 
parked a broken-down Dodge on a 
tight mountainside curve, blocking 


the majority of the roadway. The re- 
maining few feet of the roadside had 
been ripped apart, leaving the sale in- 
accessible. One woman had U-locked 
her neck to the steering wheel of the 
Dodge, while two others had their 
arms secured in lock boxes running 
through the underside of the truck 
and secured into cement buried in 
the gravel road. 

When police arrived, they closed 
the road for 1,000 feet on both sides 
of the blockade. Those who remained 
at the blockade sat peacefully in the 
road but were violently arrested. The 
police tore the trapezius muscle of 
one man's right shoulder and cracked 
his head against his knees while load- 
ing him into the paddy wagon. They 
took a grinder to the steering wheel 
to remove the woman in the driver's 
seat. The two activists under the ve- 
hicle decided to unlock when, at great 
risk to their safety, a tow truck began 
to lift the Dodge above them. By the 
time vehicles began to drive through, 
logging had been delayed for a total 
of three and a half hours. 

Every morning, people at the Green 
Bridge basecamp woke to greet the 
loggers on their way up the road, and 
on March 9 the long train of trucks 
was once again halted at the bridge. 
Two people sat in the road with their 
necks U-locked together, and an ad- 
ditional 15 people blocked the road. 
After the first USFS vehicle came to a 
halt, one person climbed underneath 
it and locked his arms around the 
driveshaft. Everyone who chose to 
remain on the bridge was eventually 
arrested. The two activists who were 
locked together were cut apart and 
the person under the truck was tor- 
tured with various pain-compliance 
tactics until he unlocked himself. 

The logging on March 9 had been 
successfully delayed for three hours. 

As local support grew and more 
people came to the camp, national 
attention focused on the campaign 
from radio, television and print, as 
well as many national forest-protec- 
tion groups. The Siskiyou Project held 
a rally at the Green Bridge, with 100 
people in attendance, and announced 
that a treesit had been erected in Sale 
Unit Five. The treesit, named "Pe- 
rusha," was perched 80 feet up, in a 
scorched, but healthy 300-year-old 

continued on next page 


Why I Am a Forest Defender 


by Joan Norman 

FROM AN INTERVIEW BY Z 

Joan Norman, 72, has participated 
in the civil rights, anti-Vietnam War, 
anti-nuclear and anti-globalization 
movements during her 40 years as an 
activist. On March 7, she was arrested 
for blocking a bridge that leads into the 
Fiddler Timber Sale. 

I am not afraid. I am 75 years old. 
Do you know what this culture has 
in store for me, an old woman? They 
will wait for me to be sick 
at the end of my life and 
then strap me to feeding 
tubes, pump deadly drugs 
into me, put me on a ma- 
chine to make my lungs 
go up and down and wait 
for me to die. I am not 
bound to go out that way. 

No, I would rather go out 
in a blaze, defending the 
world I love. I will be on 
the frontlines someday, 
and my soul will know 
the time to go, and I will 
just leave. I will make 
that decision. Knowing 
this, I am not afraid. I 
am more afraid that my 
grandchildren will think 
I did not try hard enough 
to leave them a legacy of 
peace and a world worth living in. 

When it comes time to resist, I just 
do it. I sit down, and I don't move. 
I hold my own sovereign space and 
self in that spot. 

Last Monday, they came and re- 
moved me from the bridge 1 was 
blocking by carrying me in my 
chair to the edge of the sheriff's ve- 
hicle. They put me down there and 
thought I would stay put. Then the 
officers went off to arrest someone 
else. I got up and moved my chair 
back to my space, my sovereign 
space. An officer yelled, "Hey, you 
are not supposed to do that! Get 
back over where I put you." I just 
laughed. People have been trying to 
get me to be where they put me all 


my life. I have a right to stand up 
against evil, and 1 will. 

This fight to save the forests came 
to me through my grandson. I was 
not much of an outdoors person. 
I had never had a chance to live 
near and explore a truly wild place. 
My grandson lived on the edge of 
a forest. He spent from early in the 
morning to nightfall exploring it. 

He said, "Grandma, it's so beauti- 
ful and amazing in the forest, you 
have to come with me so I can show 
you.” So I went with him. It was 


hard for my old bones and joints. 
I had to try to go up these steep 
paths and over logs on the trail, but 
I did. And what he showed me was 
just so amazing. 

We should all go into the forest 
with young children. They see it as it 
is meant to be seen, with the inno- 
cence of a being still connected to the 
Earth. They see it the way humans 
lived it for thousands of years. I can 
only say that you cannot read about 
nature and wild places, you have to 
go there. And once you do, no threat 
of jail will keep you from preserving 
them. We need to stand up and pro- 
tect these places. This is why, at this 
time of my life, after all I have tried to 
defend, I am a forest defender. 



The Green Bridge, leading into the Fiddler Timber Sale, 
was the site of numerous blockades in March. 
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Douglas-fm The sit was occupied 
for about a week, until most of the 
unit had been felled. 

As dawn broke on March 14, the 
party of trucks was once again stopped 
at the Green Bridge — this time by 
70 women blocking the way. As the 
trucks waited for law enforcement 
to arrive, the women on the bridge 
sang songs and danced behind an 
alter of fallen cedar boughs, glowing 
candles and serpentine rock cairns. 
After law enforcement ordered the 
group to disperse, 15 women in black 
remained seated, in addition to nine- 
months-pregnant Stacy Williams, her 
midwife and her support team. Be- 
hind the women, a lifeline reached 
across the roadway and over the side 
of the bridge, suspending a woman in 
a pod and a banner declaring: "Unit 
Cutting Boundary-Salvage is a Hoax." 
Everyone but Stacy Williams and her 
support team was arrested. 

Before being taken to jail, communi- 
ty elder and activist Dot Fisher Smith, 
76, said: "We are united in a historic 
confrontation, and we are wearing 
black today in solidar- 
ity with the blackened 
trees; to give voice to 
the voiceless. These 
grandmother trees 
must not be violently 
ripped from the Earth. 

Those trees want to 
fulfill their birthright 
by providing shade 
and shelter and re- 
taining moisture for 
the newly regenerat- 
ing forest, as has oc- 
curred naturally for 
countless thousands 
of years." 

A camper up the 
hill who was sympa- 
thetic to the loggers, 
and whose campsite 
had been sort of a 
staging area for the logging, hopped 
in his truck and started down the 
mountain to pick up loggers and taxi 
them to the sale units. Before he got 
to the Green Bridge, he was stopped 
by three women locked down in the 
road and by boulders littered across 
his path. 

After all the women in the road 
had been arrested, police wandered 


around and glared at the pod. After 
scratching their heads for a couple 
of hours, they called in search and 
rescue teams, who deployed a zodi- 
ac in the river to disengage the pod. 
When the road was finally cleared, 
20 women had been arrested and 
logging had been staved off for 
nearly seven hours. 

The USFS responded to this third de- 
lay in a week by issuing a federal clo- 
sure around the Fiddler Sale, closing 
off access to more 
than 15 miles of 
road. Such closures 
of public land are 
considered to be 
illegal, and activ- 
ists are planning 
a lawsuit to chal- 
lenge this one. A 
new basecamp was 
established on Bu- 
reau of Land Man- 
agement (BLM) 
land, just below 
the USFS property 
line. BLM rangers 
arrived at the new 


rope tied to the sunroof, and they 
held up an activist on a platform 25 
feet above the roadway. A banner 
hanging from the pod read: "These 
Forests Need Fire, Not the Removal 
of Old Growth." Police called in a 
cherry picker and the activist came 
down voluntarily. 

Less than a week later, on March 30, 
Stumptown EF! brought the struggle 
to downtown Portland. At 11 a.m., 
EFIers erected a 20-foot tripod in 


Not so fast! A backup blockade stymies loggers and authorities on 
March 14, after the arrest of IS women on the Green Bridge. 


basecamp on the morning of March 
22 to deliver a new closure order. 

Defenders Undaunted 

Two days later, the first log truck of 
the day was obstructed on the road 
by a bipod structure. An old Volvo 
was parked sideways in the road 
with two poles leaning out from 
it. The poles were suspended by a 


Activists block the Green Bridge, 
leading into the Fiddler Timber Sale. 

front of USFS regional head- 
quarters. An activist hung in 
a harness above the roadway, 
blocking traffic on 2nd Av- 
enue for nearly two hours be- 
fore police pulled out the legs 
of the tripod and lowered it 
to the ground. 

The massive resistance to 
Biscuit logging is ongoing. 
It's been years since the Pa- 
cific Northwest has seen a 
campaign of this magnitude, 
and all the pieces are falling 
into place. Local support is 
tremendous, various national 
groups have come out to sup- 
port the campaign, and the 
coalition of local grassroots 
organizations has proved to be a force 
impossible to ignore. 

The fire on the ground may be out, 
but our passions for these intact, wild 
places have been kindled, and now 
they are coming to a roar. Join the 
campaign! 

For more information, contact the 
Oxygen Collective; www.02collective. 
org; (541) 659-2682. 


Page 8 Earth First! Beltane 2005 


photo courtesy Rogue Valley Indymedia 



ELF Arson Against 


Sacramento Sprawl 


Four Activists Arrested and Charged 


by Laurie Collins 

Four people have been arrested 
and have entered not guilty pleas on 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF)-related 
charges — Ryan Lewis, Lili Marie Hol- 
land, Eva Rose Holland and Jeremiah 
Colcleasure. The charges arise from 
three recent incidents in the foothills 
of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. In 
Auburn and Lincoln, California, on 
December 27 and January 12, respec- 
tively, incendiary devices were found 
within the walls of new and un- 
occupied commercial buildings. 

On February 7, a n,ewly built 
Sutter Creek apartment complex 
was set ablaze, causing $50,000 
in damage. Four newspapers in 
the area received communiques 
claiming the action for the ELF. 

The communique explains that 
the actions were meant to eco- 
nomically cripple JTS Communi- 
ties, a major local developer. "It 
was done in honor of everyone 
who has felt helpless to sprawl 
and development, everyone who 
feels their mral lifestyles are be- 
ing threatened by these mass- 
produced designer communities, 
everyone who has ever looked at that 
hill with chills down their spine and 
been sickened to the core... by the 
cancer spewing forth from Lincoln." 

Ryan Lewis was arrested and 
charged with attempted arson for the 
Auburn action. The other three were 
arrested one month later. According 
to unconfirmed corporate media re- 


ports, Lili Holland and Colcleasure 
have incriminated Eva Holland and 
Lewis. Colcleasure and the Holland 
sisters are out on bail. 

After lengthy interrogation and a 
grand jury investigation, all four are 
now charged with conspiracy to com- 
mit arson in addition to other counts 
of arson and attempted arson. Lewis 
is charged with a total of nine counts 
for all three actions. Eva Holland is 
charged with three counts of attempt- 
ed arson and one count of conspiracy 


for the Lincoln and Auburn actions. 
Lili Holland and Colcleasure each 
face two counts of attempted arson 
and one count of conspiracy for the 
Lincoln action. 

All of the charges are felonies. Each 
count of arson or attempted arson 
carries a mandatory sentence of five 
to 20 years. The conspiracy charges 


carry a 10-year minimum and a maxi- 
mum 40-year sentence. 

According to an unverified FBI re- 
port, the feds were tipped off to Lewis 
by a friend of his father's. Lewis' fa- 
ther then allegedly told the FBI that 
he thought his son was connected 
to the attempted arsons because of 
his political views. He said that he 
remembered seeing red diesel fuel 
spilled inside his son's vehicle, as well 
as black plastic bags and empty plas- 
tic containers. All of these are com- 
ponents used to construct the 
incendiary devices found at the 
action sites. 

In a search of the Lewis' house, 
investigators claim to have found 
more bomb-making materials, a 
videotape of the Auburn con- 
struction site and a skateboard 
adorned with various militant 
revolutionary phrases and the 
slogan "Crimethlnc." Graffiti 
at the Auburn and Lincoln sites 
included the phrases: "Enjoy the 
world — while you still can," "we 
will win" and "Crimethlnc." 

Only Lewis remains in custo- 
dy, in a high-security lockdown 
facility. He says that he would 
"love to have regular correspondence 
with people hearing about daily activ- 
ities, jokes they've heard, funny sto- 
ries and things they see or beautiful 
experiences or situations." 

Send letters of support to Ryan 
Lewis 4101338 8W312, Sacramento 
County Main Jail, 651 "I” Street, Sac- 
ramento, CA 95814, USA. 



Communique from the ELF (excerpt) 

These actions were done in solidarity with all those 
engaged in sabotage and resistance around the world: 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine, Mexico, Brazil and espe- 
cially the indigenous struggle against the onslaught of 
modernization.... 

We want to see full unemployment, we want to see zero 
voter turnout, we want to see smashed windows, ashes in 
place of offices and banks, freeways taken over by grass 
and buildings crack and fall. We want to see people creep 


out of their protective cages in their gated communities 
and really meet and talk to their neighbors; we want to 
see ghettos evacuated, cities abandoned and weeds where 
geometric rows of genetically engineered corn once were. 
We want to see people kissing and playing, laughing and 
dancing; we want to see gifts instead of competition, peo- 
ple relearning how to be a part of nature and becoming 
wild again. We want life, real life without distraction.... 

With sincere love, 

Agent Emma Goldman and the Crimethlnc. Senior Of- 
ficers of the Earth Liberation Front. 
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Peter Young Arrested After Seven Years 


by the Peter Young Support Committee 

On March 21, Peter Young was arrested in San Jose, 
California, as a result of dumb luck on the part of lo- 
cal police. The activist community leapt into action 
immediately, recognizing the importance of the arrest 
and the imminent legal battle. It had been seven years 
without a peep from Young, who disappeared after his 
indictment on animal enterprise terrorism charges in 
1998. Young is being held at the Santa Clara County Jail 
on local charges, but he will ultimately be transferred to 
Wisconsin to face federal charges for a series of fur farm 
raids in 1997. 

Young's case has taken on marked significance in the ac- 
tivist community, symbolizing the increased demonization 
of social movements in recent years. Like many activists 
currently facing seri- 
ous jail time, Young 
is being painted with 
the terrorism brush 
for nothing more se- 
rious than allegedly 
releasing animals into 
the wild. It is up to all 
of us to fight this and 
support h im . 

Upon arriving in 
jail, Young refused 
to take a tuberculosis 
(TB) test, as it con- 
tains animal prod- 
ucts. Instead of exer- 
cising the alternate 
option for a TB test (a 
chest X-ray), jail au- 
thorities put him in 
solitary confinement 
and informed him 
that he was forfeit- 
ing his "privileges," 
including daily phone 
with other inmates. As an ethical vegan, Young found get- 
ting food to be a problem because, in solitary confinement, 
he had no access to other inmates to trade food. 

Activists and attorneys on the outside have been work- 
ing to get jail authorities to fulfill Peter's needs — a chest 
X-ray, access to the commissary to purchase food and 
writing materials, glasses so that he can see and the res- 
toration of his rights as a prisoner. Literally hundreds of 
phone calls have poured into the jail, demanding proper 
care for Peter, and support letters have already begun to 
arrive. In response, the jail finally granted Peter a chest 
X-ray, declared him TB free and allowed him to meet 
with his lawyer. He should be out of solitary soon, and 
he is now receiving vegetarian meals. All the calls made 
a difference! 


Case Background 

In October 1997, five fur farms in Wisconsin and sur- 
rounding states were raided. Thousands of mink were re- 
leased, causing fur farmers to lose more than one million 
dollars. The raids were never claimed by any group. 

Peter Young and Justin Samuel were pulled over in the 
vicinity of the farms after suspicious fur farmers brought 
them to the attention of authorities. A vehicle search alleg- 
edly yielded animal rights literature and other "suspicious" 

A LF Raid in Honor of Peter Young 

On April 1, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) raided 
the Bluff, Illinois, fur farm of Kerry Littig, the top breed- 
er of silver foxes in the US. ALFers destroyed breeding 
information and liberated dozens of foxes, vowing to 
return unless the farm is shut down. 

In a communique, the ALF dedicated this action to 
Peter Young, who was recently arrested and charged in 
a series of 1997 fur farm liberations: "You inspire us im- 
mensely and are with us in every passing moment." 


items. In September 1998, a federal grand jury indicted the 
duo on charges of animal enterprise terrorism and unlaw- 
ful interference with interstate commerce, and they both 
dropped out of sight. 

One year later, Samuel was arrested in Belgium and ex- 
tradited to the US. Despite an enormous outpouring of 
support from the activist community, Samuel entered into 
a plea agreement with the US Attorney's office in which 
he implicated Young and promised to testify against him 
at any future trials or hearings. Now Young could pay the 
price for Samuel's betrayal. 

How Can I Help? 

Write a Letter: Letters are one of the only lifelines to the 
outside world for prisoners. Please take a few minutes to 
send letters to Peter. Let him know what is happening be- 
yond the prison. However, please remember that all letters 
are read by authorities. 

Financial Support: As an ethical vegan and as someone 
who is receiving a lot of mail that needs responses, Peter 
needs money in his account to purchase food, writing ma- 
terials and other necessities. Money orders can be sent to 
him directly. Please visit the website for the most current 
information on where and how to send money. 

In addition to commissary money, Peter needs legal funds. 
He is facing serious federal charges and a lengthy prison sen- 
tence. As a result, he needs the best legal assistance possible. 

Books: Prison can be a very boring place. Peter has 
asked supporters to send books to help him pass the 
time. Check the website for updated information on how 
to send books to Peter. 

continued on next page 



Peter Young is accused of liberating 
thousands of mink. 

calls, reading materials and contact 
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Arizona Wildlife and Chuk’shon Earth First! 


Under Attack 


by Chuk'shon Earth First! 

Chuk'shon Earth First! (CEF!) continues to be the target 
of state repression for its successful campaign against the 
March 2004, US Forest Service and Arizona Game and Fish 
Department (AZGFD) hunt for mountain lions in the Sa- 
bino Canyon Recreation Area (see ££// May-June 2004). In 
December, FBI agents pulled 


timidated or testifying against Earth-defending comrades, 
CEF! and Phoenix Earth First! (PEF!) have continued our 
campaign against Arizona trophy hunting. Last Fall, CEF! 
documented and prevented the recreational killing of 
black bears, Gunnison's prairie dogs, mule deer, elk, sand- 
hill cranes and desert bighorn sheep. CEF! and PEF! have 
also continued to embarrass AZGFD and expose its sport 

hunting policies by gaining 


Matthew Crozier from his 
bed and charged him and 
CEF!er Rod Coronado in a su- 
perceding federal indictment 
alleging that the two "spread 
mountain lion urine to con- 
fuse dogs used by trappers to 
hunt mountain lions... and... 
destroyed a mountain lion 
snare and ground 'motion 
sensor placed in the canyon 
to trap mountain lions." The 
four-count indictment carries 
a maximum penalty of seven 
years in prison.- 
The feds seem to be hoping 
for a big victory against the 
radical environmental move- 



Govemment officials would like to imprison Chuk'shon EF'.ers, just 
like they caged Sabino the mountain lion in April 2004. 


favorable media attention, 
commenting at public meet- 
ings and tabling at the same 
wildlife events as AZGFD. 

In February, CEF!'s lion cam- 
paign was in the news again, 
when Coronado offered to 
plead guilty to three of four 
charges if AZGFD would 
agree to release a young, fe- 
male mountain lion named 
Sabino. The lioness was cap- 
tured in Sabino Canyon in 
April 2004, after AZGFD pub- 
licly stated that the hunt had 
ended. Federal prosecutors 
have informed Coronado and 
Crozier's attorneys that the 


ment with this case. During the investigation, Doak Mah- only plea they are interested in is "guilty" to all charges. 


lik, FBI domestic terrorism agent in charge of prosecuting Then on March 28 — the one-year anniversary of the end 


CEF!, told Crozier, "If you tell me who burned down Vail, of the Sabino Canyon lion hunt — Arizona state prosecu- 


all your charges will be dropped." But far from being in- tors, acting on a criminal complaint by AZGFD officer and 


Peter Young Arrested 

continued from previous page 

Court Support: Unfortunately, Wisconsin is not 
a hotbed of activism. While there are some support- 
ers there, more are always needed. Get the word out 
to sympathetic people in the Madison area. Support- 
ers — especially at his Wisconsin court dates — will offer 
a moral boost and show him that he is not alone. 

Remember, Peter is in there for the animals, and the 
activist community should be there for him. 

Send letters of support to Peter Young, #05015987, 
Santa Clara County Department of Correction, 885 
North San Pedro St, San Jose, California 95110, USA. 
Email messages can be sent to letters@supportpeter.com. 
They will be printed out and sent to him regularly. 

Funds for his legal defense and for general support 
can be sent to Peter Young Support Fund, 740A 14th St 
#237, San Francisco, CA 94114 (make checks payable 
to Peter Young Defense Fund). 

For more information, contact the Peter Young Sup- 
port Committee, info@supportpeter.com; www.sup- 
portpeter.com. 


lion hunter John Romero, filed four misdemeanor theft 
charges against Coronado and Crozier for allegedly steal- 
ing a lion snare one year before. The federal and state 
prosecutors seem to be disregarding a December 2004, FBI 
report, which states, "Coronado wanted to get a move- 
ment going in Tucson similar to the movement in Europe 
against hunting and taking trophy species. More violent 
acts would discourage support for Coronado's campaign, 
and property damage was not considered." 

Never before has AZGFD faced so much public scrutiny 
and criticism of its policies, and this normally unaccount- 
able, "good old boy" agency hates it. With a handful of 
concerned citizens, Arizona EF!ers continue to pose a seri- 
ous threat to AZGFD trophy-hunting policies. We will con- 
tinue the campaign to release Sabino the lioness, even as 
federal and state prosecutors prepare for Summer trials. 

While legal defense funds remain a priority, we are also 
preparing for the 2005 Gunnison's prairie dog hunting 
season, which opens in June. We are inviting observers 
and international media to join us in the killing fields. 
Repression is evidence of success, and despite the threat- 
ened imprisonment of our members, CEF! will continue 
our campaign to protect Arizona's wildlife. 

For more info., contact CEF!, sabthebastards@hotmail.com. 
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Problem Animal's (PA's) recent attack on the Earth First! 
movement is a poorly written, ill-informed, politically cor- 
rect propaganda piece (see EF!J March- April 2005). It starts off 
well enough, with a nice rant against consumer culture and 
white supremacy. But then PA says, "There exists a peaceful 
silence on the subject [racism] among white activists." 

What movement are you paying attention to, PA? There 
has been an article in at least every other issue of the EF! 
Journal for the last three years challenging racism and oth- 
er -isms within and/or outside of the EF! movement (see 
EF!J September-October 2004). The Journal is constantly 
running articles about non-white environmental struggles 
across the planet. 

Before we go any further, let me state clearly that there is a 
lot of work still needed in EF!, the ecology movement, broader 
social movements and society as a whole when it comes to 
racism, sexism, classism and the lot. Regardless, PA's little 
hit piece is representative of what is stupid and wrong with 
many critiques of the radical ecological movement. 

If PA had any knowledge of EF!'s history, he would know 
that when Dave Foreman and Miss Ann Thropy printed 


The Bullshit 

nr* 



by Captain Paul Watson 
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Hominid Triviality 
and Ecology 


The number one problem that I have with the ar- 
ticle "The Peace that Must End" is that it was written 
by a coward (see EFlf March-April 2005). The writer 
hides behind his pseudonym of "Problem Animal" 
as he sits in the shadows, bushwhacking people he 
knows little about. 

For example, he makes an unsubstantiated accusa- 
tion that there was a link between anti-immigration 
advocates and animal rights advocates running for 
the Sierra Club Board. That bogus conspiracy theory 
originated with Sierra Club Executive Director Carl 
Pope, who pulled the race card to discredit candidates 
who would have most likely fired his ass. 

In fact, 1 am not aware of any anti-immigration 
directors connected to the Sierra Club. There is a 
movement to stabilize human population in the US, 
and that would include restrictions on immigration. 
It would not mean eliminating immigration. I say to 
Americans who want to see more immigrants coming 
into the country: You should sacrifice having kids to 
make room for people from other nations wanting 


Stupidity and Critics of 
the Ecology Movement 

BY JOHN JOHNSON, KaTUAH EARTH FlRST! 



dumb, racist comments in the Journal, it sparked the de- 
bate that changed EF! forever. Every national EF! gather- 
ing I've been to in the last 14 years has had at least one 
(usually more) discussion circle or workshop about the 
issue, and they have not all been peaceful. Now, maybe 
some in the movement are not living up to PA's standards 
of action, but there is most certainly not a peaceful silence 
on the subject. 

But now for the really brilliant part of this so-called "ar- 
ticle": deep ecology equals Nazism! PA, you better under- 
stand both before you compare them! PA states, "The Nazi 
party actively supported such tenets of deep ecology as 
biodynamic farming, worship of Norse gods, anti-urban- 
ism, forest preservation, anti-industrialism and a rejection 
of civilization itself." 

First off, none of those things are "tenets" of deep ecol- 
ogy (worship of Norse gods? Where did you find that bit 
of nonsense?). Second, what is wrong with them, even if 
they were ('cept for the Norse god part)? Does anyone ex- 
pect us to give up important worldviews, frameworks and 


racist dipshit tries to borrow some ecological rhetoric, that 
does not mean there are links between these groups or 
worldviews. 

I think maybe PA should get his understanding of deep 
ecology from the people who write about it and live it, not 
from neo-Nazi morons who are trying out some new rhet- 
oric as a recruiting tool. According to the Church of Deep 
Ecology, "Deep ecology is the radical idea that all life has 
the right to exist, that no one species is more important 
than another" (see EF!J November-December 2003). What 
part of that did the Nazis practice? Oh yeah, calling gays 
and Jews subhuman and killing them all, that's really rec- 
ognizing the inherent rights and intrinsic value of all life. 
I guess PA missed page 70 of Deep Ecology by Devall and 
Sessions, where the first principle of deep ecology is that 
"the well being and flourishing of human and nonhuman 
life on Earth have value in themselves" (emphasis mine). 

Or maybe, PA, you've missed the last 10 to 15 years of the 
EF! Journal, where attention to human needs in environmen- 
tal and social problems has grown to the point of almost 


ideas just because some Nazi scum paid lip service 
to them? 

The Nazis may have had some weird, 
mystical rhetoric about loving the 
Earth, but their praxis was indus 
trial; it was urban, it was Christian 
and they thoroughly and proudly 
proclaimed it to be the epitome 
of civilization. Just because some 


crowding out nonhuman wilderness issues. Maybe 
you've missed all the rhetoric coming from wil- 
derness activists about how humans need 
wilderness for survival, or how there are 
more jobs and a better economy in ar- 
eas with lots of protected wilderness. 
Maybe you've missed where many 
of the hardcore biocentric activists 
continued on next page 


to come here and have their 
own kids. 

The population of the US is 
growing by 1.3 percent each year 
through legal immigration. This 
will give us a population of 500 mil 
lion by 2050, and close to a billion by 
the end of this century. This does not even 
include the illegal immigration figures. 

By the way, every new American is the equivalent 
of 25 new citizens of India. And most immigrants can 
hardly be described as environmentally sensitive in- 
dividuals. 

But for all you politically correct, open-border 
types, the cost of immigration is massive sprawl, dam- 
ming up every river and using every square foot of 
land to feed and more and more people in the materi- 
ally comforting style that they expect to enjoy in this 
most materialistic of nations. 


Dave Foreman is one of 
the most inspirational, pas- 
sionate and dedicated wildlife 
and wilderness defenders in 
the world. He did not flee EF! as 
this coward from the south shore 
of Lake Superior states. Dave simply 
did not want to involve himself in petty 
human triviality. Instead, he plunged into the 
task of creating wildlife corridors and has dedicated 
himself to the objectives of conservation biology. 
Dave still remains one of the most dynamic envi- 
ronmental speakers on the planet. He is an articu- 
late writer, a role model and a thoroughly biocen- 
tric activist. 

The only person who would describe Dave Foreman 
as an insecure, white, alpha male is someone who 
does not know him or has not bothered to research 
what Dave Foreman has contributed to the environ- 


I want more immigrants myself, but I'd prefer more 
grizzlies, wolves, birds and other species. 

But enough of this. 

I don't particularly care what Problem Animal says 
about me. He can make unsubstantiated accusations 
against me as much as he wants. His words have about 
as much impact as a fart in a windstorm. 

But when he makes ridiculous and unwarranted ac- 


mental movement. 

Problem Animal is a racist. He automatically as- 
sumes that white men are insecure, arrogant, domi- 
nant and all sorts of mean, nasty things. He suggests 
that all the problems in the world have been caused 
and are caused by white males. 

My opinion is that white males share guilt equally 
with all other males and females of all other races 


cusations against my friend David Foreman, that is and cultures. 

another matter entirely. continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 

have abandoned EF! for other groups. PA, if you are going 
to level critiques such as this, then may I suggest that you 
please do some research and pay attention to what is actually 
going on in the EF! scene? 

And what, exactly, are we supposed to do about the Na- 
zis linking to our websites? Would you have us form a 
corporation and sue them? Give me a break. At least two 
active EF! groups (Idaho and Katuah) have openly chal- 
lenged Nazis in the streets, and that has been covered ex- 
tensively in the Journal (see EF!J May-June 2004 j. It should 
be obvious from what is printed in the Journal that no- 
body, nobody who is currently publicly active in EF! has 
any shred of sympathy for a Nazi point of view. Again, do 
you want us to incorporate and issue a policy statement? 

EF! activists have run off overt racists from our ranks. 
I witnessed it in 1993, at the Round River Rendezvous 
on Mt. Graham. I remember the Winter EF! meeting in 
'97, when the principles of environmental justice were 
brought up, and people liked 'em. Again and again, EF! ac- 
tivists have been challenging racism and sexism. Granted, 
it is mostly people of color and womyn who are forcing 
us to deal with these issues. Granted, if slacktivists would 
stay committed to the cause instead of doing the trendy, 
movement-hopping thing, we might get a little further 
in our work to undermine white privilege and patriarchy. 
Granted, EF! has a long fucking way to go in challenging 
our internal privilege, racism and sexism. Granted, so do 
I. But let's have some meaningful discussion on the matter 


and not a reprise of what happened in the early days or 
some bullshit link with the Nazis. 

PA cites not a single instance of EF! racism — and there 
are well known instances of such. My point is that PA is 
basing his writings on broad generalizations and stereo- 
types, not on reality. Yes, EF! needs to continue to hear a 
broad critique of our privilege, discuss it and act on it. No, 
we do not need to hear or read critiques that are dated, 
dumb, insulting, and that are poorly written. 

PA implies that animal rights and deep ecology are some- 
how problems for the environmental movement. What's 
wrong with animal" rights? What's wrong with deep ecolo- 
gy? These are not inherently perfect worldviews, but they 
are not inherently flawed, either. If you don't like deep 
ecology or EF!, then don't fucking work with us. I would 
say stop reading the Journal, but it's obvious that you are 
not doing that anyway 

What we really have here is a thinly veiled attack on 
our ideology and praxis, the kind that has been going on 
for the last 25 years. Some of these attacks are not about 
making us better activists or helping us challenge our mid- 
dle-class -isms — they are about diluting our movement's 
message and guilting us into working on human-centered 
campaigns with human-centered ideologies. 

By all means, call me a racist; challenge my loud, bois- 
terous drinking habits; and tell me to shut up so that folks 
with less privilege than me can speak up in a planning 
meeting. But don't you dare tell me what issues are more 
important to work on. I know what's important to me. I 


continued from previous page 

Did white men carry out a policy of genocide against 
American Indians? Absolutely. But how was this dif- 
ferent from the genocidal policies of American Indian 
tribes against each other, both before and after the Eu- 
ropean invasion? Some of the imperialistic exploits of 
the Aztec in Mexico or the 
Thule in Labrador rival 
the Romans for sheer ruth- 
lessness. Even the Makah 
of present day Washing- 
ton State originally drove 
their war canoes across 
from Vancouver Island to 
wage a bloody war of ex- 
termination against the 
Ozette peoples, hundreds 
of years before Europe- 
ans arrived. They took the 
land by conquest. There 
are no Ozette left to reflect 
on that injustice. 

The truth is that the 
Europeans did not have 
to teach genocide or land 
stealing to the Indians. 

It would have been rac- 
ist for us to have not op- 
posed the Makah whalers, 


because we would have been discriminating against 
them based on their race and not their actions. 

Racism works both ways. When a person is restrict- 
ed from involvement in a society based on race, that 
is racism. When a person is given special privileges in 
a society based on race, that is racism. 
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know what is important for the survival 
of non-humyn and humyn life in my bio- 
region and on this planet. I will act ac- 
cordingly, and I have. If you don't have 
enough people for your urban-centered, 
social justice campaign, it is not the fault 
of those who are actually doing something to 

save wild nature. Maybe you should try recruiting 
from the general public and stop trying to get other 
activists to work on your issue by baiting them with 
guilt and racism. All of these causes are important. 

They need all of us working on them. You are doing 
nothing helpful to your cause by attempting to make 
me feel guilty about mine. 

Before I became a full-time participant in 
the EF! movement, I spent a lot of time at- 
tempting to support the struggles of people 
of color. In some of those struggles, I was 
welcomed as an ally and I tried my best to 
offer service, and to follow their lead. I participated in 
semi-successful anti-police brutality and environmental 
justice campaigns in Chattanooga, Tennessee. In other 
struggles, I was met with open hostility, so I straight 
up asked what could I do. The leadership of some of 
those groups told me, roughly, "We [blacks] need to do 
our own thing. The best thing you can do to support 
our struggle is to go and organize amongst your own 
people. Promote anti-racism and engage in struggles 
that are meaningful to you and that work toward some 


of the same goals — overthrow of the 
racist, imperialist, capitalist US death 
machine." 

EF! is where I found that. When I came 
to the EF! movement, it was in turmoil. 
The old guard (Foreman and company) had 
left, and all this new, exciting organizing was 
happening. Integration of deep ecology with so- 
cial ecology and anarchy and social justice strug- 
gles was all the rage. 

While the work over the last ten years or so has 
not been perfect, there are attempts to have 
a more holistic approach and to reject the 
more classist, racist, anti-human strains 
of deep ecology that are promoted by a 
very distinct and identifiable minority 
within radical ecological circles. 

I think most of us on the EF! scene 
welcome thoughtful critiques. But if y'all 
are gonna engage in sophomoric attacks, call us Nazis and 
undermine our work, I think by now you know where you 
can stick that kind of argument. 

john johnson doesn't capitalize his name, 'cause he doesn't 
believe in capitalism. He is doing the best he can to destroy the 
bad parts of his privilege and to use the rest for the good of the 
Earth and the cause of revolution. He is currently engaged in a 
campaign to protect the land and the people from the ravages 
of mountaintop removal strip mining. 

See www.mountainjusticesummer.org for details. 



Speaking for myself, I can honestly state that I have 
little affection for the species Homo sapiens. However, I 
don't discriminate — I dislike all Homo sapiens equally. 
I like some of them as individuals when and if I get to 
know them. I certainly don't trust many of them, and 
I expect people to treat me in the same way. 

I have met the enemy and it is us. 

There are tens of millions of species on this planet, 
many of which are threatened by our own, and they 
are my primary concern. 1 don’t get overly passionate 
about the trivialities of the human species, especially 
the relative trivialities of sexual and cultural politics. 

I am guided by the three primary laws of ecology: 
the Law of Diversity, the Law of Interdependence and 
the Law of Finite Resources. These laws do not allow 
me to discriminate. I believe in diversity and I believe 
in interdependence. This holds as true for human 
movements as it does for natural ecosystems. Strength 
lies in diversity, and that is why I am a member and/ 
or supporter of groups ranging from the Sierra Club to 
the Earth Liberation Front. Because of the law of Finite 
Resources, I am a strong advocate of reducing human 
populations and human consumption. 

I also recognize that — as a human being living in 
these incredibly fucked up, human-designed, political 
and economic systems — I am a hypocrite. We all are. 
You cannot exist in the world we have created with- 
out being a hypocrite. We all are guilty of driving in 
cars or eating meat, consuming resources, and so on. 


All we can hope to do is to minimize our ecological 
footprint. The sad reality is that relatively few people 
are doing so. Less than one thousandth of one percent 
of the six billion hominids on this planet even give a 
shit about the rest of the living species. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society is an inter- 
national marine wildlife conservation organization. 
We have projects on every continent. We have vol- 
unteers from around the world on our ships. We do 
not exclude anyone from participation. We are color- 
blind and gender-blind, and that is a fact. 

We are working in Senegal and South Africa to pro- 
tect fish and seals. We don't work with specifically 
black or white Africans. We do work with people who 
are black and white and are concerned about conser- 
vation. We work with individuals. 

We work in Ecuador, Colombia and Brazil. We don't 
work with exclusively Ecuadorians, Colombians or 
Brazilians. We work with individuals who are citizens 
of these countries, but their citizenship and ethnic af- 
filiations are irrelevant. 

Problem Animal seems to have a problem with rac- 
ism, but I suggest that his problem is his own racism, 
motivated by guilt and his obvious lack of moral fiber. 

Quite frankly, my priority is saving this planet from 
the likes of ourselves. 

Captain Paul Watson is the founder of the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society and a founding director of the Green- 
peace Foundation. 
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Breaking the Chain of Abuse 

The Gateway to Hell Campaign 


by the Gateway to Hell Campaign 

The pillaging of the great jungles 
and savannas of the world conies 
in many forms. One of the lesser- 
known methods is the kidnapping of 
wildlife for various markets around 
the world. There is a thriving glob- 
al market in captured wild animals 
snatched from their native habitat 
and exported for use at vivisection 
labs, zoos and private collections. In 
January, the Gateway to Hell Cam- 
paign was launched to break the vi- 
cious trade in laboratory animals by 
targeting the middlemen necessary 
for their transport. 

The Problem 

While treaties such as the Conven- 
tion on International Trade in En- 
dangered Species (CITES) attempt to 
regulate wildlife transport, there is a 
fortune to be made in breaking such 
laws. In addition, neither CITES nor 
the big conservation organizations 
make any effort to address the role 
played by the vivisection industry in 
keeping the trade alive. While conser- 
vationists focus on protecting small 
enclaves of specific species from kid- 
nap and transport by individuals and 
small traders, they ignore the culpa- 
bility of multinational corporations. 
Testing on primates is very big busi- 
ness, and there is a huge demand for 
these animals. It is largely the demand 
of Northern Hemisphere researchers 
that is putting so much pressure on 
the decimated ecology of the South. 

The vivisection industry's dilemma 
is the difficulty of breeding primates 
in the numbers needed by laborato- 
ries. And why breed animals when 
you can simply snatch them from the 
wild, even though that contravenes 
international treaties? A few countries 
around the world have turned this 
into an art. For example, in the Afri- 
can island nation of Mauritius, one 
noted and enterprising "conserva- 
tionist," Owen Griffiths of La Vanille 


Crocodile Park, has realized that wild 
animals could be turned into a com- 
modity. In addition to loving wildlife, 
Griffiths is one of the biggest export- 
ers of primates to the world's labora- 
tories. He sends his captives to the 
Mazor Farm in Israel, and from there 
they are shipped to whomever will 
pay for them. It is big business, and 



Wild primates are kidnapped and shipped to a 


life of torture at the hands ofvivisectors. 

other companies are getting in on the 
act. Wild-caught animals are being 
taken to holding centers by the hun- 
dreds and passed off as captive-bred 
animals to be sold for vivisection. 

The trauma that these wild ani- 
mals experience does not stop with 
the shock of being snatched from 
their family groups and the freedom 
of the wild. Once captured, they 
are kept in small cages with barely 
enough room to turn around. Dur- 
ing travel, they are kept without 
food and water for prolonged pe- 
riods of time and the stress is such 
that mortality skyrockets. The trad- 
ers do not care; as far as they are 
concerned, these intelligent animals 
are nothing more than easily-re- 
placeable commodities. 


Once the trauma of the journey is 
over, the primates end up in vivisec- 
tion labs, where most will be dead 
within a year. Some, however, have 
to endure a lifetime of torture. At 
Oxford University, two chimpanzees 
were deliberately brain damaged and 
forced to undergo 16 years of con- 
stant experiments. One primate was 
so badly mauled in a "moderate pain" 
experiment that it took four weeks 
of intensive nursing to return him to 
health. Just last year, Oxford police 
were called to investigate the highly- 
regarded Professor Edmund Rolls for 
cruelty after he refused to euthanize a 
primate that was suffering intensely, 
because he claimed that it was a valu- 
able financial asset. Fellow professor 
John Stein dismissed any claims of 
cruelty, stating that the captive pri- 
mates lived a life of ease because they 
were allowed to watch soap operas! 

Roughly a quarter of all primate 
species are currently classified as en- 
dangered, and with the predation of 
humans and the destruction of their 
habitat, their plight is likely to worsen. 
Yet the demand for them in the labs 
of the Northern Hemisphere is grow- 
ing, thanks to multinationals with the 
financial muscle to pay for it. Leading 
players such as China and Mauritius 
see this as a business opportunity, and 
they are keen to encourage expansion. 

The Campaign 

This problem is not going unno- 
ticed. Animal rights groups such as 
the British Union for the Abolition 
of Vivisection (BUAV) have done un- 
dercover work in Africa exposing the 
cruelty of the trade, and they have 
placed pressure on the participating 
airlines. Unfortunately, despite the 
horrific and compelling nature of its 
evidence, BUAV's influence did not 
extend beyond the UK. For instance, 
although Air China will no longer fly 
primates into the UK, it still supplies 
other countries with animals caught 
in the Chinese wilderness. 


Page 16 Earth First! Beltane 2005 



— — 

Air Mauritius is one of the many airlines that import wild animals for the vivisection industry. 


Thus, in late 2004, a group of activ- 
ists came together to look at this prob- 
lem in a fresh light. Their aim was to 
shut down the trade entirely, to stop 
the animals from being snatched out 
of the wild in the first place, while 
simultaneously crippling the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

Learning from the successful tac- 
tics of recent animal rights cam- 
paigns, the organizers looked for 
the true bottlenecks in this system. 
They asked themselves: Where is the 
weakest link in the chain; which set 



The Gateway to Hell Campaign seeks to prevent 


vivisectors from importing new victims. 

of companies can the industry not 
survive without? The traders and 
the buyers are too entrenched and 
too spread out to be effectively tar- 
geted, given the resources at hand. 
However, between those partners 
are a multitude of businesses hap- 
py to profit from the trade, while 
claiming that what happens in the 
wild and in the laboratory has noth- 
ing to do with them. The BUAV ex- 
posed the airlines, but there are so 


many of them that the traders can 
just switch. Yet, the one thing all 
airlines have in common is a need 
for airports. 

Ports of entry hold the key. With- 
out port permission, planes cannot 
fly in the primates and ships cannot 
dock to offload them. These ports are 
the gateways on which everything 
depends. Thus, the Gateway to Hell 
campaign was born. 

In recent months, activists have 
held demonstrations at Southamp- 
ton, Manchester and Heathrow air- 
ports, informing travelers that future 
laboratory animals are among their 
fellow passengers. We have exposed 
airlines notorious for trafficking ani- 
mals — including Aeroflot, Air China, 
Air France, Air Mauritius, El A1 and 
Japan Airlines — to their shocked and 
horrified customers. The Gateway to 
Hell Campaign wants these ports and 
airlines to know that unless they join 
British Airways in refusing to ship 
wild-caught animals, activists will tar- 
get them relentlessly. 

Initially, the campaign will focus 
on the airports of the UK, but its am- 
bitions are much greater. Ultimately, 
we aim to expand into a truly global 
campaign against a global indus- 
try, so that there will be no escape 
for the likes of Air China. Activists 
from different campaigns are being 
brought together to focus on break- 
ing this particular link in the chain 
of ecological pillaging and animal 
abuse. The middlemen will be taken 
to task and held accountable; they 
will not be allowed to wash their 
hands of responsibility. 

For more information, contact the 
Gateway to Hell Campaign, BCM Box 
8231, London WC1N 3XX, England; 
0845-458-3528; info@gatewaytohell. 
net; www.gatewaytohell.net. 
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Courts Uphold Wolf 
Protections 

On February 1, two separate 
US District Court judges ruled 
against the most recent attempts 
to derail wolf recovery. 

In response to the Bush Admin- 
istration's repeated attempts to 
downlist the gray wolf from "en- 
dangered" to "threatened" based 
on recovery in only a few regions, 
an Oregon judge decreed that the 
species will continue to be protect- 
ed in the entire lower 48 states. 

In New Mexico, a US District 
Court ruled that reintroduction 
programs for the endangered 
Mexican gray wolf will continue. 

"This is a great day for wolves," 
said Michael Robinson of the 
Center for Biological Diversity. 
"This ruling lifts a threat from 
our Iobo populations, and the 
concurrent nationwide ruling 
means that science and not poli- 
tics will form the basis for future 
wolf recovery planning through- 
out the US." 

Dolphins Die After Navy 
Exercises 

Seventy rough-toothed dol- 
phins beached themselves off 
the shores of Key West on March 
2, one day after Navy exercises in 
the area. At least 20 of the dol- 
phins have died. 

Environmental groups charge 
that Low Frequency Active SO- 
NAR, like that used by the Navy, 
disrupts the inner ear of marine 
mammals, as well as possibly 
shaking pockets of air within the 
bodies of marine animals. The 
extremely loud noise, inaudible 
to humans, may also disorient 
the underwater creatures and 
severely disrupt their migra- 
tion and breeding patterns. The 
Navy refuses to disclose whether 
SONAR was used during the exer- 
cises, and has withheld informa- 
tion from necropsies performed 
on the dolphins. 
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Chimeras 


by Josh 

Science has long been champi- 
oned as a means of dispelling myth 
and superstition. But now, scientists 
are responsible for creating the very 
demons whose existence they once 
worked to disprove. 

Chimeras are a perfect example of 
this trend. Named after a beast from 
Greek mythology that was part goat, 
part lion and part snake, chimeras are 
organisms composed of two different 
populations of cells, each with a dis- 
tinct genetic code. While they can oc- 
cur naturally when two non-identical 
twins fuse during pregnancy, cross- 
species chimerism was impossible un- 
til the advent of genetic engineering. 

Chimeras are not to be confused 
with hybrids, which are created 
when genetic materials from two dif- 
ferent species are combined to yield 
a third, unique species (e.g., mat- 
ing between a zebra and a donkey 
results in a zeedonk). Chimeras, on 
the other hand, are organisms that 
literally contain parts from different 
creatures. Experiments in this field 
have been going on for decades, but 
achieved notoriety only recently, 
when scientists began unveiling 
their current efforts to produce ani- 
mal-human chimeras. 

Below is a list of some chimeras 
currently being produced, along 
with the names, pictures and contact 
information of the crazies busy mak- 
ing them. Enjoy! 

Pig-Human 

In 2004, Dr. Jeffrey Platt and his 
team at the Mayo Clinic injected hu- 
man hematopoietic (blood-produc- 
ing) stem cells into pig fetuses. As 


adults, these pigs were discovered to 
have both porcine and human blood. 
The scientists were surprised by the 
additional presence of hybrid cells 
containing both porcine and human 
genes — the first time such fused cells 
have occurred in 
a living creature. 

Moreover, the 
scientists found 
that these hy- 
brid cells are 
susceptible to 
porcine endog- 
enous retrovi- 
rus (PERV) — a 

pig version of 
HIV. Pig cells cannot transmit PERV 
to human cells, but the hybrid cells 
can. Platt and crew are very excited 
about the pos- 
sibility that ex- 
periments in 
this area could 
yield insights 
into the ori- 
gins of HIV and 
AIDS, but all 
they are doing 
is creating the 
conditions for a 
new retroviral outbreak. 

Let Platt and his colleagues know 
that they're the real pervs! 

• Mayo Clinic, Transplantation Biol- 
ogy, 200 First St SW, Medical Sciences 
2-66, Rochester, MN 55905; (507) 284- 
4957 (fax); mayoresearch.mayo.edu/ 
mayo/research/transplantation_biology. 

• Jeffrey L. Platt, MD, Immunology 
Professor and Head of Transplanta- 
tion Biology, (507) 288-0313; platt. 
jeffrey@mayo.edu. 

• Marilia Cascalho, MD, PhD, As- 
sistant Immunology and Pediatrics 


Professor, (507) 538-1536; cascalho. 
marilia@mayo.edu. 

Sheep-Human 

Similarly, researchers at the Universi- 
ty of Nevada-Reno have been injecting 
human stem cells into fetal sheep. As a 
result, human cells occur in the sheep's 
skin, liver, heart and pancreas. Dr. Es- 
mail Zanjani and his cohorts hope that 
their work will pave the way for a new 
era in transplant 
sciences, when 
animals can be 
used to grow hu- 
man organs (they 
have already cre- 
ated sheep whose 
livers are 80 per- 
cent human). 

In other words, 
these doctors are 
abusing animals now to perfect a way 
to abuse and exploit other animals later 
on, in order to cure heart disease, dia- 
betes, liver failure and similar ailments 
often caused by an unhealthy, animal- 
based diet. Brilliant! 

Equally repugnant are the findings 
of a recent Reno Gazette-Journal article, 
which reported that for the first de- 
cade of Zanjani's 
research, the ex- 
perimental lambs 
and their ewe 
mothers were eu- 
thanized and in- 
cinerated when 
they had outlived 
their usefulness. 
In 2002, when 
the program be- 
gan putting the mother ewes out to 
pasture as participants in a weed con- 
trol experiment, 80 percent of these 
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ewes were killed by predators, 
drowned in a river or shot. While their 
bodies were supposed to be incinerat- 
ed, there is evidence that some of the 
ewes may have been buried or even 
rendered. In short, animals involved in 
the sheep-human chimera experiments 
may have entered the food supply! 

• Department of 
Animal Biotech- 
nology, School of 
Veterinary Medi- 
cine, University of 
Nevada-Reno, Mail 
Stop 202, Reno, 
NV 89557; Max C. 
Fleischmann Col- 
lege of Agriculture, 
Room 103; (775) 
784-6135; (775) 784-6644; (775) 784- 
1375 (fax); www.ag.um.edu/ab. 

• Esmail D. Zanjani, PhD, Depart- 
ment Chair, (775) 784-7737; (775) 
784-7736 (fax); zanjani@scs.unr.edu; 
zanjani@unr.nevada.edu. 

• Gra?a Almeida-Porada, MD, PhD, 
Associate Professor, (775) 784-6755; 
galmeida@cabnr.unr.edu; almei_g 
@med. unr.edu. 

• Chrisopher D. Porada, PhD, As- 
sistant Professor, (775) 784-6750; 
cporada@cabnr.unr.edu. 
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Mouse-Human 

But the foulest, most disturbing, 
and most reprehensible experiments 
are those involving mouse-human 
chimeras. Dr. Irving Weissman (Stan- 
ford University), along with Dr. Fred 
Gage (Salk Institute) and Dr. Nobu- 
ko Ushida, have created mice with 
human brain cells at StemCells, Inc. 
By injecting human neurons into 
mouse embryos, they have already 
produced chimeric mice with brains 
that are one percent human, and 
they are planning to create mice 
with completely human brains later 
this year. There is no way to know 
if these chimeras will develop any 
human cognitive activity until af- 
ter they are born, so the fetal mice 
will be killed 
and dissected 
in order to de- 
termine if they 
possess human 
neural archi- 
tecture. If they 
do, the next 
step will be to 
observe adult, 



human-brained mice for human 
cognitive behavior. 

Henry Greely, head of Stanford's 
biomedical ethics committee, has ap- 
proved of this research. "If the mouse 
shows human-like behaviors, like im- 
proved memory or problem solving," 
he said, "it's time 
to stop." To ad- 
mit that this sce- 
nario — a human 
brain trapped in 
a mouse's body — 
is possible and 
to continue with 
the research any- 
way makes abso- 
lutely no sense. 

And there is also the possibility that 
human stem cells could migrate to the 
reproductive systems of the chimeric 
mice, resulting in fully human sperm 
and eggs. If two such chimeric mice 
mated, the result could be a human em- 
bryo growing inside a mouse's womb. 

Creepy? Yes. Cru- 
el? Yes. But that's 
progress! 

• StemCells, 
Inc., 3155 Por- 
ter Dr, Palo Alto, 
CA 94304-1213; 
(650) 475-3100; 
(650) 475-3101 
(fax); www.stem 
cellsinc.com. 

• Irving L. Weissman, MD, PhD, Di- 
rector of Stanford University Stem Cell 
Institute and Founder/Director of Stem- 
Cells, Inc., Stanford University School 
of Medicine, 300 Pasteur Dr, Stanford, 
CA 94305-5323; Beckman Center 
for Molecular and Genetic Medicine, 
Room B257; (650) 723-6520; (650) 723- 
4034 (fax); irv@stanford.edu. 

• Fred H. Gage, PhD, Genetics Pro- 
fessor at the Salk Institute and Founder/ 
Adviser of StemCells, Inc., Salk Institute, 
POB 85800, San Diego, CA 92186-5800; 
Salk Institute, 10010 North Torrey Pines 
Rd, La Jolla, CA 92037; (858) 453-4100 
xl012; gage@salk.edu. 

• Nobuko Uchida, PhD, Director of 
Stem Cell Biology at StemCells, Inc., 
nobuko.uchida@stemcellsinc.com. 

• Henry T. Greely, JD, Law Profes- 
sor and Chair of Stanford Center 
for Biomedical Ethics Steering Com- 
mittee, Stanford Law School, Crown 
Quadrangle, 559 Nathan Abbott Way, 
Stanford, CA 94305-8610; (650) 723- 
2517; hgreely@stanford.edu. 
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Another Blow to Biotech 

British farm-scale trials have 
concluded that genetically engi- 
neered (GE) winter canola causes 
more ecological harm than con- 
ventional varieties. Researchers 
found that growing herbicide-re- 
sistant canola encouraged the use 
of chemicals that killed off native 
plants. This, in turn, meant less 
food for wildlife. In response to the 
study results, released on March 
21, biotech giant Bayer sought to 
withdraw its application to grow 
GE canola in the UK. 

The UK is the only country to 
conduct such large-scale tests of 
GE crops. Even so, the trials were 
limited in scope. 

"The farm-scale evaluations... 
were not a comprehensive as- 
sessment of the risks of growing 
GE crops," said Clare Oxbow of 
Friends of the Earth. "The govern- 
ment should pull the plug on this 
unnecessary and unpopular tech- 
nology and invest in a truly sus- 
tainable farming future instead." 

FWS Pressures Scientists 
to Change Data 

According to a survey released 
in February by the Union of 
Concerned Scientists and Pub- 
lic Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility, more than 200 US 
Fish and Wildlife (FWS) scientists 
have been pressured to alter of- 
ficial data in order to lessen pro- 
tections for sensitive species. In 
addition, more than half of the 
1,400 respondents knew of cases 
in which political pressure by 
commercial interests had caused 
the cover-up and revision of scien- 
tific conclusions deemed harmful 
to their businesses. 

"Political pressures influence 
the outcome of almost all the 
cases," said Sally Stefferun, a biol- 
ogist who retired in 2002 after 20 
years with FWS. "As a scientist, 

I would probably say you really 
can't trust the science coming 
out of the agency." 


May-June 2005 Earth First! Page 19 



Defending Healthy Forests... 

...from the “Healthy Forests” Restoration Act 
in the Northern Rockies 


by Native Forest Network 

Throughout the Winter and early 
Spring, Northern Rockies forest activ- 
ists have been getting into the field to 
protect wild places from logging un- 
der the so-called Healthy Forests Res- 
toration Act (HFRA). 

Over the past year, activists have 
fanned out to monitor dozens of pro- 
posed logging projects, discovering 
that many include industrial logging 
in old-growth, unroaded wildlands 
and within important habitat for spe- 
cies such as lynx, grizzly, bull trout 
and goshawk. Fortunately, our collec- 
tive forest monitoring efforts, com- 
bined with public pressure generated 
through community organizing and 
field trips, have forced the US Forest 
Service (USFS) to cancel a few of the 
more egregious timber sales. 

While the USFS has been pumping 
out the "healthy forests" logging proj- 
ects since 2003, it is just getting started 


with logging projects authorized un- 
der the HFRA, which uses community 
protection and forest restoration as a 
smokescreen for more industrial log- 
ging in our public forests. 

One such project is the so-called 
Middle East Fork "Hazardous Fuel" 
Reduction Project, in Montana's Bit- 
terroot National Forest. This "Healthy 
Forests" project would mix a small 
amount of community wildfire pro- 
tection with the logging of more than 
6,000 acres of forest, including "re- 
generation" clearcuts in previously 
unlogged old growth. 

On a recent monitoring trip, as we as- 
cended an old logging road within the 
project area, we could clearly see that 
many of the proposed logging units 
were right next to old clearcuts from 
the 1960s or 1980s. The very last thing 
this forest needs is more logging. 

With maps, notebooks and cam- 
eras in hand, we moved cross-country 
through a diverse, unlogged forest that 


the USFS believes would be healthier if 
it were cut down. 

As we dropped from the ridge into 
a small drainage within a "regenera- 
tion logging unit," we encountered 
massive Douglas-firs. First one-by- 
one... then whole groves. Although 
USFS talking heads have repeatedly 
described this area in largely negative 
terms — as a forest "infested" and "de- 
stroyed" by insects and disease — the 
forest became more enchanting and 
magical with each step. 

The USFS claims that the trees are 
either infested with beetles or "at im- 
minent risk of spread of the beetle epi- 
demic." This is just the latest in a long 
line of USFS propaganda designed to 
stir up public fear about natural pro- 
cesses such as fire, insects, disease and 
windthrow. Predictably, the agency is 
also playing the "fire hysteria" card 
by telling community members that 
these forests need to be "thinned" to 
protect the community from wildfire. 


Korean Nun Hunger Strikes for Salamanders 

A Buddhist nun recently protested the South Ko- 
rean government's plans to build a tunnel through 
Mt. Cheonseong by engaging in a 100-day hunger 
strike from October 26 to February 4. The develop- 
ment plan, which is intended to shorten rail travel 
between Seoul and Busan by one hour, threatens the 
Korean clawed salamander and more than 30 other 
unique species. 

The Venerable Jiyul refused to eat anything besides 
water and salt in an effort to convince the government 
to cease construction. While the government did agree 
to work with environmental organizations on a new im- 
pact statement, construction has not stopped. 

Wary of an alliance between environmentalists and 
bureaucrats, Jiyul is reportedly considering a new hun- 
ger strike. 

Activists Invade London Oil Exchange 

On February 16, the day that the Kyoto Protocol went 
into effect, Greenpeace activists stormed the trading 
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floor of London's International Petroleum Exchange. 
Bearing bullhorns and balloons, Greenpeace UK execu- 
tive director Stephen Tindale and about 20 other pro- 
testers interrupted trading for a short period, before 
being attacked by disgruntled traders. 

While electronic transfers were not affected by the ac- 
tion, open outcry trading ceased for roughly an hour — a 
definite victory in the fast-paced Petroleum Exchange. 

When asked about the reason for the action, Tindale 
explained: "It was to send a message to the oil indus- 
try... that business as usual is no longer an option." 

ALF Liberates 12 Ducklings from Factory Farm 

On February 27, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
rescued 12 ducklings from Woodland Farms in Tran- 
quility, California. A communique from the ALF stated: 
"Ducks are waterfowl. In the wild, they spend a great 
deal of their day in water, immersing themselves in it 
and preening. The ducklings that we rescued... would 
never have seen a body of water during their short lives 
in the factory farm." 
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While we found evidence of trees 
that had been killed by beetles, the 
USFS is ignoring the fact that insect 
and disease mortality, even in "epi- 
demic" proportions (which the proj- 
ect defines as one 
infested tree per 
acre) are natural 
and beneficial 
processes that 
forests and wild- 
life have evolved 
with for thou- 
sands of years. 

We noticed 
that a large Doug- 
las-fir tree, weak- 
ened by beetles 
and snapped in 
half by strong 
winds, is actually 
the perfect spot 
for squirrels to 
stash mushrooms 
and cones for 
the long Winter 
months. Rabbits 
and other small 
mammals are 
drawn to these large downed trees for 
the relative safety they provide from 
predators. And let's not forget that 
these downed trees return important 
nutrients to the soil as they decay. 


Throughout the forest, we found 
ample evidence of "tip-up" mounds, 
created by the root systems of fallen 
Dougs. These mounds provide impor- 
tant micro-sites where snow, water and 
seeds collect. 

Further along, 
on a slope with 
a number of bee- 
tle-killed Doug- 
las-firs, we sat 
and listened to a 
dozen woodpeck- 
ers hammering 
into the trees to 
feast on the nu- 
tritious beetles, 
the chorus rever- 
berating around 
us in nature's ver- 
sion of surround 
sound. In fact, 
everywhere that 
we found beetle- 
infested trees, we 
also found wood- 
peckers at work. 

All of these 
natural and es- 
sential processes will be lost if the 
USFS is allowed to move forward 
with its industrial logging scheme 
of targeting these enormous legacy 
Doug-firs. 


As an alternative to the USFS's 
plan, local conservation groups have 
developed a "Community Protection 
and Local Economy Alternative." 
This plan would protect old-growth 
forests while implementing bona- 
fide restoration activities within the 
East Fork area. The plan would also 
provide superior wildfire protection 
to the East Fork community by fo- 
cusing on homes and their immedi- 
ate surroundings. 

Call it the Circle of Life, Web of Life 
or whatever you want. The point is 
that life, death and rebirth — whether 
by fire, disease, insects, wind, preda- 
tor/prey relationships or other natu- 
ral processes — are, and always will be, 
an important part of naturally func- 
tioning ecosystems. 

While the USFS might think it can 
make these forests better than natu- 
ral, we'll put our faith in nature's abil- 
ity every time. 

For more information, con- 
tact the Native Forest Network, 
nfn@wildrockies.org; www.native- 
forest.org; POB 8251, Missoula, MT 
59807; (406) 542-7343. 

The Native Forest Network is plan- 
ning field monitoring trips to the Bitter- 
root and other threatened forests in the 
Northern Rockies throughout the Spring 
and Summer. 



This massive Douglas-fir tree and ponderosa 
pine were spotted on a recent monitoring trip. 


Villagers Block Felling of 200- Year Old Oak 

Vigilant residents of Shinfield, England, have success- 
fully rallied to the aid of a mature oak tree. The beloved 
oak is currently blocking plans to widen a road and pro- 
vide access to private development schemes. 

On February 21, villagers staged a two-day vigil in de- 
fense of the dak and several other trees, despite harsh 
Winter weather. In response, the Wokingham District 
Council temporarily suspended the felling. 

The cutting resumed on March 18, but villagers man- 
aged to defend the mature oak yet again. With a dozen 
protesters at its roots and another planted firmly in its 
boughs, residents declared the tree off-limits to develop- 
ers. An inspection of the oak yielded evidence of roost- 
ing bats — a protected species — and led the council to 
issue a second stay of execution, pending the results of 
an ecological survey. 

Pies in Their Eyes! 

On the morning of March 4, Vogue editor Anna 
Wintour was pied by an animal rights activist as she 
entered a Chanel event in Paris, France. The editor 
has been criticized often by People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals for her support of the fur in- 
dustry. Visibly shaken at first, Wintour quickly played 


off the incident, claiming that tofu pies are good for 
the complexion. 

William Kristol, neo-conservative incubus and archi- 
tect of Bush's foreign policy, was similarly creamed on 
March 29. As Kristol addressed college students in Rich- 
mond, Indiana, a student jumped onto the stage and 
pied the propagandist square in the face. 

Direct Action Against GM-Fed Dairy 

Anti-biotechnology activists have set their sights on 
Sainsbury, a leading UK supermarket chain that has bro- 
ken its promise to stop selling products from animals 
raised on genetically modified feed. 

In the early morning hours of February 26, 19 activ- 
ists blockaded Sainsbury's regional distribution center at 
Emerson's Green, Bristol. Six protesters linked together 
in lock boxes and staged a "sleep in," successfully halt- 
ing activity at the depot for more than three hours. 

Less than a week later, two dozen protesters shut 
down another Sainsbury depot in Haydock, Merseyside. 
First, they blocked the main gate with a broken-down 
automobile. Two activists then locked themselves to 
the jalopy, while two others attached themselves to the 
emergency gate with U-locks. The blockade lasted two 
hours and cost Sainsbury more than $500,000. 
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COUNTER-RECRUITMENT, EARTH 


’em 

hurts 

FIRST! STYLE 


by Rainbow Brite 

As the US occupation of Iraq enters its third year, the 
military is becoming increasingly frustrated by its inability 
to meet recruitment quotas. Experiencing its first shortfall 
since 2000, the Army failed to satisfy its February recruit- 
ment goal by 27 percent. The Marine Corps and National 
Guard have experienced similar recruitment gaps in re- 
cent months, the first in a decade. Most notably, African- 
American enlistment in the Army has dropped 41 percent 
since 2000. In desperation, the military has stepped up 
its efforts, enlisting more high-school dropouts and offer- 
ing more lucrative enlistment bonuses to an increasingly 
skeptical population. 

The anti-war move- 
ment has responded to 
this development with 
a mix of jubilation and 
savvy. Recognizing the 
recruitment process as an 
area in which the military 
is uniquely vulnerable, 
activists have launched 
countless outreach and di- 
rect-action campaigns. At 
schools, career fairs, malls 
and other places where 
recruiters prowl, counter- 
recruiters are distributing 
information about the co- 
ercive tricks recruiters use 
and about the realities of 
war. Other activists have 
performed civil disobedience, blocking recruitment cen- 
ters in an effort to hamper the enlistment process itself. 

The recruitment center, however, must not become just 
another venue for silent vigils or choreographed arrests. It 
cannot serve as a mere symbol of our indignation, a good 
place to hold a sign on a Saturday morning. On the con- 
trary, it presents an ideal target for a no-compromise, di- 
rect-action campaign against the American war machine. 
It is a gap in the armor of the Beast, and Earth First! knows 
just how to exploit it. 

War as Ecocide 

While the military's ideological and rhetorical targets are 
specific, war itself is far less discriminating. As "smart” as 


US bombs may be, they cannot differentiate between good 
or evil, adult or child, Christian or Muslim, human or ani- 
mal. Endangered species are not exempt from destruction, 
nor are fragile ecosystems safe from contamination. Iraq 
is not some barren desert immune to the ravages of war, 
but rather a collection of diverse ecosystems: grasslands 
and mountains; forests of oak, maple, hawthorn and pis- 
tachio trees; dozens of wetlands, coastal mangroves and 
coral reefs (see EF!J May-June 2003). 

As a tool of American corporate interests, the new 
Iraqi government will introduce many of the ecocidal 
programs associated with corporate globalization. For 
example, Order 81 of the unrepealable Coalition Pro- 
visional Authority (CPA) 
Regulations institutes a 
system of patenting and 
licensing for seeds— ren- 
dering Iraqis' traditional 
system of seed develop- 
ment and sharing effec- 
tively illegal. The CPA has 
thus provided agribusiness 
with an assured monopoly 
and a tremendous profit, 
while completely nullify- 
ing Iraqis' food security 
and sovereignty. 

In typical, biocentric fash- 
ion, EF! must acknowledge 
that the disenfranchisement, 
humiliation and slaughter of 
the Iraqi and Afghani popu- 
lations are intimately linked 
with the murder of animals, as well as the obliteration of the 
environment itself. Each realm of destruction reinforces the 
others, creating a web of oppression that we are compelled 
to resist. 

Direct Action Against the War 

Although the anti-war movement is becoming aware 
of the strategic value of targeting military recruitment, it 
possesses neither the willingness nor the capacity to en- 
gage in the vigorous and diverse tactics required. The anti- 
war movement can continue singing, holding signs and 
getting arrested ad infinitum, but nothing will come of it. 
These tactics are merely appeals to a moral authority that 
does not exist; they are designed to assuage liberal guilt 



Remitter taking a photo of students in Worcester, Massachusetts. He ob- 
tained the kids' email addresses by offering to send them a copy of the picture. 
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through self-victimizing publicity stunts, not to achieve 
concrete results. To truly effect a change, we must accept 
the need for a diversity of tactics, strategically employed 
in an uncompromising manner. 

EF! understands the scenario before us. The military is 
a corporation dedicated to making a profit through the 
unsustainable extraction of resources. The youth of the 
US — particularly those from working-class backgrounds 
and communities of color — are clearcut, processed and 
shipped overseas; they are herded, trained, slaughtered 
and sold. We know that to stop the cycle of violence, we 
must prohibit access to those resources. We must declare 
the youth of the US off-limits to recruiters! 

Earth Firstlers can achieve this through the use of many 
standard direct-action tactics. Lockdowns and barricades 
can be used to block access to 
recruitment centers. When re- 
cruiters set their sights on kids 
at the mall, sabotage their hunt 
by warning their prey and by 
directly interfering in the re- 
cruitment process. If you look 
the part, pretend to be interest- 
ed in enlisting. Ask them long, 
involved questions. Flounder 
back and forth. Waste their 
time and take their materials. 

The Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty (SHAC) model 
also holds a great deal of 
potential. We cannot focus 
merely on the recruitment 
centers themselves; we must 
identify secondary targets and 
apply pressure. The military 
does not produce its own ad- 
vertising; it hires ad agencies. 

Campbell-Ewald represents 
the Navy, GSD&M promotes 
the Air Force and J. Walter 
Thompson handles the Ma- 
rine Corps. In January, the 
Army signed a six-month, 100 
million dollar contract with 
Leo Burnett USA. The Army 
also targets people of color by 
assigning individual advertising firms to specific ethnici- 
ties: Cartel Creativo handles Hispanic outreach, while 
Muse Communications and Vital Marketing focus on 
African-Americans. These companies have websites with 
tons of contact information; it's not hard to find out 
where their executives live. And don't forget this other 
lesson from SHAC: vomiting on outreach materials ren- 
ders them automatically unusable. 

Finally, we must not overlook the effectiveness of Ani- 
mal Liberation Front (ALF) and Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) tactics. Recruitment billboards are just as suscepti- 
ble to removal or subversion as any other kind. All SUVs 
are bad, but the fancy ones that some recruiters drive to 
impress the kids are particularly heinous. And, perhaps 
most importantly, there are many ways of dealing with 


the recruitment office itself. The same property destruc- 
tion tactics that work on houses, businesses and fast food 
restaurants will work here. 

These are not novel ideas. On March 28, 2003, the 
ELF visited a Navy recruiting station in Montgomery, 
Alabama, painted anti-war slogans on five vehicles and 
set fire to a large transport. In November and Decem- 
ber 2004, a dozen vehicles parked behind recruiting sta- 
tions in the Washington, DC area were set ablaze. A few 
recruiting stations themselves have been vandalized. If 
more radical saboteurs recognize recruitment centers as 
viable targets and act accordingly, they can impede re- 
cruitment on a national level. 

There is no reason to think that we cannot be successful 
in this campaign. The all-volunteer army is failing gradu- 
ally all by itself; all we need to 
do is help it along. The fewer re- 
cruits the military receives, the 
more it will rely on retention of 
existing forces. The military has 
already instituted stop-loss poli- 
cies, forcing soldiers to endure 
extended and multiple tours 
of duty. Morale is worsening, 
and more and more soldiers are 
claiming conscientious objector 
status or deserting. If we can im- 
pede the recruitment process, we 
can help spur more soldiers into 
taking a stand against a military 
that views them as expendable. 

Prisoner Support 

A final area that needs our at- 
tention as EFlers is the realm of 
prisoner support. In any direct- 
action campaign, individuals will 
be arrested and some will be con- 
victed. But activists who target re- 
cruiting facilities must recognize 
the possibility that they will be 
caught, prosecuted and impris- 
oned in accordance with harsh 
federal laws against anti-military 
sabotage, subversive activities 
and treason. In such cases, long 
prison sentences will be the rule, not the exception. 

Those charged or imprisoned for their actions also need 
support from other activists. Unfortunately, we cannot 
count on the mainstream anti-war movement to operate 
in solidarity with those accused or convicted of property 
destruction, sabotage or any other tactic that exceeds that 
movement's narrow standard of allowable action. Simply 
put, the work of EF!, SHAC, the ALF and ELF are anathema 
to most anti-war activists; only we can sufficiently provide 
the support required by direct-action prisoners. While we 
do not have a flawless record on prisoner support by any 
measure, we do possess a movement-wide awareness of ex- 
treme charges and sentences, as well as a unique familiarity 
with the necessity for and demands of prisoner support. 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
There is already a need for such 
work. The two cases that require our 
immediate attention are those of 
Brendan Walsh and David Segal. 

In February, Walsh pleaded guilty to 
attempting to burn down a Vestal, New 
York recruiting station by throwing a 
Molotov cocktail through the window 
in April 2003. Walsh, who is only 20 
years old, was sentenced to five years 
in federal prison and three years of su- 
pervision following his release. 

On March 7, David Segal, a 19-year- 
old anarchist from Litchfield, Connect- 
icut, pleaded not guilty to "committing 
a malicious act against the US govern- 
ment." The US district attorney alleges 
that in the early morning of January 


31, Segal was caught vandalizing an 
Army recruitment center — breaking a 
window-pane, setting fire to the car- 
pet within and sealing the lock of the 
front door with glue. If convicted, he 
faces five to 20 years in prison. 

Despite the clear anti-war motiva- 
tions behind these actions and the ex- 
cessive harshness of the charges, Walsh 
and Segal have received little aid from 
activists in the New York area. If anti- 
war activists will not support them, 
then we must. Walsh and Segal need 
us to write them letters; to widen the 
visibility of their cases and of the grass- 
roots movement supporting them; to 
emphasize the political nature of their 
alleged actions and the equally political 
nature of the charges and sentences; to 


raise funds and to maintain this support 
regardless of their guilt or innocence. 

But the greatest gift we can share 
with Brendan and David is to show 
our solidarity with them by supporting 
their cause — by recognizing radical, 
anti-war activism as a campaign wor- 
thy of our attention as Earth Firstlers. 

Send letters of support to Brendan 
Walsh, c/o Jeremy Shirvan, 2714 Wil- 
liam St, Endwell, NY 13760-5822, 
USA. Contact information for David 
Segal is not available. 

For 20 years, Rainbow Brite and the 
Color Kids have waged an underground, 
direct-action campaign against Murky 
and Lurky. They operate in solidarity 
with the Sprites — Rainbowland's indig- 
enous inhabitants. 


‘Earth Eirstl Organizers’ Conference ’ 05 


by Melyn and Liam 

On the sunny Thursday afternoon of February 17, a 
group of us headed out to the Dragoon Mountains, just 
outside of Tombstone, Arizona, to set up before folks ar- 
rived the next day. We were already excited about our 
surroundings. For some of us it was our first time in the 
Arizona desert, and we were stunned. We got there late, so 
after dinner and some chatting we went to sleep. 

After setting up the kitchen, tarped areas and latrine on 
Friday, we hiked around until people started to show up 
in the late afternoon. 

Come evening, we 
had a good group of 
about 35. We ate din- 
ner and circled up for 
a welcome meeting. 

We introduced our- 
selves, went over a 
quick weekend agen- 
da and enjoyed the 
rest of the night. 

Around 8 a.m. on 
Saturday, sleepy eyes 
started strolling in 
for a morning cir- 
cle and Bioregional 
Roundup. Everyone 
talked about where 
they are from and 
what is going on in 
their bioregion. This 
was followed by a full-day workshop facilitated by Laurel 
Luddite and Skunkly Monkly, authors of Fire and Ice. The 
workshop focused on reconnection to ourselves, to the 
Earth and to each other. The day was helpful for the group 
to become more familiar with one another. 

Later, the Katuah EFlers talked about Mountain Justice 
Summer and the fight against mountaintop removal coal 


mining in northeastern Tennessee. The day brought us 
some rain, which must have surprised some folks not fa- 
miliar with the Southwest. That evening, we sat around 
the fire with a tasty dinner and listened to music and po- 
etry at the Warrior Poets Society's Night to Howl. We told 
stories, mingled and giggled for hours before returning to 
our sleeping bags under the stars. 

Sunday morning, a group of folks woke up at 4:30 to witness 
the sandhill crane migration. They came back with amazed 
looks on their faces. Later in the day, there were discussions 
on working with people in rural areas and with indigenous 

peoples. At the EF! 
Journal discussion, 
we welcomed Oskar 
as a long-term Journal 
editor and discussed 
what people like and 
dislike about the Jour- 
nal. We went on tons 
of amazing hikes with 
folks knowledgeable 
in both geology and 
botany. We explored 
caves, old stone walls 
and various cacti, and 
I we climbed up, over 
5 and around boul- 
ders everywhere. A 
group of people went 
on a hike to Cochise 
Stronghold, which 
was once a refuge of 
the great Apache chief and his warriors. 

Overall, we enjoyed the Organizers' Conference and ap- 
preciated the focus on activists taking time out for our 
own personal issues, as individual people. 

The Earth First! Journal and the OC organizers would like 
to thank the Food Conspiracy Co-op and others for their gener- 
ous donations. 



Exploring the rock formations of the Dragoons at the OC 
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25th Anniversary Earth First! 
Round River Rendezvous 


Join us as we Celebrate Cascadian 
Secession! • July 4- 11, 2005 


T he 2005 Earth First! Round River Rendezvous will be held on Wy’East (Mt. Hood) in the breathtaking 
snow-capped Cascadian mountains. We’ll be near the Roaring River roadless area surrounded by ancient 
forests, clear-running streams and mountaintop lakes. Just up the Clackamas River is Big Bottom, a 1,000- 
acre, ancient forest grove with some of the biggest trees in the area. Nearby is the site of the successful Eagle 
Creek campaign, as well as Solo, one of many ancient forest timber sales still on the chopping block. Join us for 
hikes, stimulating workshops, rowdy rallies, campfires (weather permitting), unique stage performances, games, 
ecodefense trainings, strategizin’, unusual behavior, tribal meetings, bad dancing (and some good), lots of music, 
swimming, ale swilfing, plotting the demise of the US government, and just plain fun! 

This year’s RRR coincides with the declaration of Cascadian Independence from the now-occupying US gov- 
ernment. Cascadian passports, license plates and other commemorative items will be available on site. 

Come self-sufficient. Donation: Free-$100 sliding scale, $30 suggested. Directions and more information are 
on the back page. For even more information, check out EarthFirst2005.org or contact ef@cascadiarising.org. 


A Year of Anniversaries Cascadian Independence! 


This year marks the 25th anniversary of Earth We prowl millions of acres of asphalt, wading through a sea of shopping bags 
First!. It is also the 100th anniversary of the Industrial made from trees and oil. In the forest, diesel tractors chum up branches and 
Workers of the World (IWW). In conjunction with precious topsoil into slash piles, which are set alight with gasoline. The suffering 
the 25th EF! RRR and the 100th Anniversary of the of the growing masses is drowned out by the ringing of cash registers, and the 
Wobblies, we are very pleased to announce that the televised sounds of slick advertisement/entertainment lull us into complacency, 
infamous Wobblie musician, Utah Phillips, and his The sales and advertising sectors contribute to our economy almost as much 
son will be joining us for the RRR! as the investments of corrupt governments fueled by black crude and a Texan 

Since its inception, the IWW has been at the handshake. Liars claim to be our leaders and are always trying to sell us what 
forefront of the radical labor movement, working to we don’t need. It doesn’t have to be this way. 

abolish the wage system and overthrow capitalism. It has been said that independence is a state of mind. We in the Cascadia 


Stop by the IWW centenary 
(June 24-July 3) on your 
way out to the RRR or other 
events near you. (Contact 
centenary@iww.org or visit 
www.iww.org) 

This year is also the 
100th anniversary of the US 
Forest Service. That’s 100 
years of mismanagement of 
our publicly owned forests. 
Predictably, the US Forest 
Service is projecting a new 
green-washed image. 

We suggest a new motto: 
“100 Years is Enough!” 



Earth First! was there to stop them the first day an attempt 


was made to log ancient forests in the Biscuit fire area. 


Bioregion are committed to achieving 
this state of mind, with the knowledge 
that lasting physical independence only 
follows spiritual independence. Red state, 
blue state: doesn’t have much to do with it. 
There are natural rights that progressives 
have been trying to incorporate into the 
political and legal structures of the various 
civilization centers for thousands of years. 
When these rights to life, liberty and 
freedom from all forms of oppression are 
recognized in a community, individuals 
blossom and grow. We are working towards 
establishing these rights on a regional 
scale, and we support any other regions in 
their quest to attain independence. 




Welcome! 

The Cascadia Free State welcomes you to an energizing, 
invigorating Earth First! cultural revival. We are empha- 
sizing workshops and discussions on strategy, tactics, EF! 
culture, activist community, forest ecology, fieldwork, 
legal/political issues, medical trainings, campaign issues 
and fun games! We’re leaving space open for y’all to bring 
your great ideas to the Rendezvous for inclusion. Plans are 
made to have workshops under most of the themes below 
for each day. For instance, planned are: 

Monday, July 4, Independence Day: 

Feasting and Celebration (all day and into the night!) 

Tuesday, July 5: 

Working with (and against) Corporate Media 
Running a Campaign Office 
Wildlife Identification 

Wednesday, July 6: 

Intro to Earth First! 

Welcome to the Rondy 
Rural Organizing 
Handling Community Disputes 
GAMES 

Thursday, July 7: 

Eastside Timber Sale Hikes 
Blockades and Pods 1 
Forest Ecology 
Earth First! History 
GAMES 

Friday, July 8: 

Blockades and Pods 2 
Losing Your Activist Ego 
Advanced Botany 
Field Monitoring 

Where Did All the Earth First !ers Go? 

Saturday, July 9: 

Timber Sale Hike 
Powermapping 
Plant Walk 

GAMES Tournaments 

Sunday, July 10: 

Sunday is reserved for a “variety” show, action plan- 
ning and civil disobedience training. 

Monday, July 11: 

Action(s)! 

Many, many other workshops and activities are plan- 
ned, so the earlier you come the more you can enjoy! 


What is Earth First!? 

Earth First! formed in 1980, in response to an 
increasingly corporate, compromising and ineffective 
environmental community. Earth First! is not an 
organization, but a movement. There are no “members” of 
EF!, only Earth FirstJers. We believe in using all of the 
tools in the toolbox, from grassroots and legal organizing to 
civil disobedience and monkeywrenching. When the laws 
won’t fix the problem, we put our bodies on the line to stop 
the destruction. Earth First! ’s direct action approach draws 
attention to the crises facing the natural world. Guided by 
a philosophy of deep ecology, Earth First! does not accept 
a human-centered worldview of “nature for people’s sake.” 
Instead, we believe that life exists for its own sake, that 
industrial civilization and its philosophy are anti-Earth, anti- 
women and anti-liberty. Our structure is non-hierarchical, 
and we reject paid professional staff and formal leadership. 



car-t-H Firs+l 


What is the Round River Rendezvous? 

The Earth First! Round River Rendezvous is the 

annual, week long wilderness gathering of hundreds of 
folks from around the world dedicated to taking action to 
protect the Earth. This year marks the 25 th anniversary of 
the Round River Rendezvous. The gathering is named for 
Aldo Leopold’s “Round River” metaphor expressing the 
ecological interdependence of living systems. 

The RRR is coordinated by a local volunteer committee 
and includes workshops, campaign discussions, campfire 
music and a rally with performers and speakers. Perhaps the 
most important part of the RRR is the informal networking 
that goes on. At the end of each RRR, attendees can choose 
to participate in fun-filled actions supporting local issues. 


So! Earth First! is having a 
rendezvous. But help me 
remember... Who are you? 

Earth First! is a mentality, a shared 
affinity and a broad network of like- 
minded individuals. What holds us 
together is a belief that the health of 
ecosystems and the lives of wild things 
are just as important as the health and 
lives of humans. 

Now I remember! You’re those 
eco-terrorists I heard about on 
TV! 

There s no question that Earth First! 
is known for our unorthodox activities. 
We climb up trees, build treehouses, 
and don ’t come down until the forest is 
saved. And if that doesn ’t work, we just 
might U-lock our necks to their steering 
wheels. Sometimes laws need to be 
broken to stop the rampant destruction 
of the Earth, but we do not harm living 
things or damage people s personal 
property. Who are the real eco- 
terrorists: the people butchering the 
planet and getting rich in the process, 
or those trying to stop the madness? 

OK, so you’re not going to burn 
my house down. But didn’t Earth 
First! die out in the 90s? I don’t 
hear much about them 
these days. 

Folks don ’t like labels 
much these days, so 
many Earth First !- 
minded people don ’t 
call themselves Earth 
First! ers. In some 
places there are Earth 
First! groups, while in 
other places, like here 
in Cascadia, we are 
a movement that ties 
together a wide array 
of efforts. Regardless of 
name games, the spirit of 
putting ecosystems and 
the Earth first is alive and 
well, inspiring activism 
and actions of all sorts 
everyday, from efforts to 
save the last wild buffalo 


to the building of community gardens. 

But why Earth “first” when there 
are so many problems? 

The planetary environmental crisis 
necessitates immediate action. 

Humans are having fundamental, 
systemic effects upon the entire 
life-support system of the planet 

— upsetting the world’s climate, 
poisoning the oceans, destroying the 
ozone layer, and spreading acid rain, 
radioactive fallout, pesticides and 
industrial contamination. Never before 

— not even in prehistoric times — has 
there been such an intense period of 
extinction as we are now witnessing. 
Many biologists believe that vertebrate 
evolution may be drawing to a close 
due to the activities of humans. We are 
at our most important juncture since 
we came out of the trees 6, 000, 000 
years ago. We ’re trying to save life 
itself, the continuous flow of evolution. 
It is our decision, right now, whether 
the Earth continues to be a living 
planet, or whether only rats and 
cockroaches will survive. 

So Earth first, people second? 
Earth Firstlers believe oppression 
of humans and oppression of the 
Earth come from the same source: 
a basic disrespect for life. So much 
of our society ’s 
values and way 
of life is based 
upon separating 
humans from 
nature and 
pillaging the 
natural world 
for resources. 
Many of us are 
striving to work 
together in a way 
that moves past 
the hierarchy, 
gender roles and 
other societal 
expectations that 
keep us from 
living in greater 
harmony with 
ourselves and 
nature — most of 


us are not just in 
it for the trees. 

While focusing 
on defending 
the planet, Earth 
Firstlers have not 
just supported, but 
spearheaded efforts 
in their communities 
to stop racism, male dominance, 
corporate globalization and 
oppression of indigenous people. In the 
southeastern US, Katiiah Earth First! 
leads protests against the KKK and 
to protect communities downstream 
from landslides caused by coal mining 
operations. Here in Cascadia, Earth 
Firstlers have been at the forefront of 
efforts to combat patriarchy and male 
dominance, with all-womyn treesit 
villages, road blockades and skill 
shares. We founded a historic alliance 
with steelworkers and dockworkers, 
provided tactical guidance for the 
protests that helped shutdown the WTO 
meeting in Seattle in 1999 and locked 
our bodies to gas pumps in protest 
of the oil empire. Earth Firstlers 
continue to expand their focus on the 
points at which human oppression and 
Earth destruction meet. 

All this sounds a bit depressing; 
do you all ever have fun? 

True, these are dark days: Bush and 
Co. s power is built on fear, whether 
it s fear of terrorists or fear of 
government repression. No doubt, the 
bastards would love to see us deported 
or in jail. But the ringing of resistance 
can shatter the glass walls of fear. In 
the meantime, we 're putting the revel 
in rebel! We ’re as likely to be found 
camping in the forest and singing 
around the campfire as attending 
meetings, holding protest signs and 
planning creative acts of resistance. 

So outside of the Rendezvous, how 
do I get involved? Just look for 
people “dancing in the forest?” 

Check out the rest of this booklet for 
contact information for local crazy 
radical eco-defenders, drop us a line 
and join the community of resistance! 



A recent early morning blockade 
at the Biscuit Fire “salvage ” 
project in the Siskiyous 



Cascadian Regions and Resistance 


Wy ’ East/M t. Hood 

Cascadia is the name of the bioregion around the 
Cascade Mountains that stretches from Northern 
California up through British Columbia. The area 
designated by the occupying US government as the 
“Mt. Hood National Forest” contains 1.1 million acres 
located in between the Columbia River on the north 
and what was known as the “Willamette National 
Forest” on the south. Wy’East is home to pine marten, 
peregrine falcon, mountain lion, northern spotted owl, 
bob cat, cougar, black bear, fisher and red tree vole. 

The forests of Wy’East range from the classic ancient 
forests of the Pacific Northwest with large, old Douglas 
firs and western hemlocks to dryer eastside transition 
forests dominated by ponderosa pines and oaks. 

Wy’East has been heavily fragmented by industrial 
logging, and the forest has over 3,000 miles of logging 
roads. Currently, 40 logging projects threaten nearly 
20,000 acres of Wy’East, and many of these projects 
primarily target ancient forests. Many of them involve 
large industrial-size clearcuts. These sales will 
negatively impact large tracks of wild land critical for 
the survival of ancient-forest dependent species. 

Wy’East has a proud history of direct action. 

Most recently, activists have blocked roads at the 
Borg timber sale and set up a treesit at the Solo 


500-acre roadless area and beautiful native forests. The 
resistance included the second longest road blockade 
in Cascadian history (second only to the infamous 
1 1 -month Warner Creek blockade in 1995-1996). The 
Eagle Creek sales were cancelled on April 9, 2002. 

The Mt. Hood National Forest was originally 
managed as part of the Cascade Range Forest Reserve 
(1893) and the Bull Run Reserve (Portland’s city 
watershed). Portions of the two reserves were merged 
in 1 908 and renamed the “Oregon National Forest.” 
The area received its current name in 1 924. 

The US government received this land as part of the 
1 855 treaty with the Wasco and Willa Willa (later 
Warm Springs) tribes, establishing the Warm Springs 
reservation. The Paiute tribe of southeastern Oregon 
moved onto the reservation in 1879. Under the 1934 
Indian Reorganization Act, the three tribes were forced 
to restructure themselves as the Confederated Tribes 
of Warm Springs Reservation. Their reservation is 
located near the southeast boundary of the Mt. Hood 
National Forest, and extends southward towards 
the Willamette National Forest. Between 1871 and 
1972 the boundaries of the reservation were in 
dispute, until an act of congress restored 61,360 acres 
previously managed 


timber sale — both of which are currently stalled by as Mt. Hood and 
litigation. In 1995-1996, thousands took part in civil Willamette national 

disobedience to protect Enola Hill. April 20, 1999, forests and 17,25 1 

marked the beginning of the three-year treesit at Eagle acres privately 
Creek. Sold in 1996 under the US President Clinton’s managed to the 
Salvage Rider, the Eagle timber sales threatened a Confederated Tribes. 

Clackamas River Watershed 

Welcome to the Clackamas River Watershed! This world-class temperate 
rainforest ecosystem is home to a thriving and diverse population of anadro- 
mous and resident fish living along side thriving populations of small to large 
vertebrates and invertebrates, spider to wolverine, eagle to giant salamander. 
The sky is the limit on species richness and diversity in the great green public 
lands just to the south and east of Portland. 

In the last three years alone, 22 logging projects have targeted nearly 10,000 
acres in this basin, including over 1 ,500 acres of clearcuts in ancient forests. 
Several projects are near the Rendezvous site, and well over a dozen else- 
where on Wy’East may be logged this Summer. But, we have tired of the 



wild being stripped out of our wildlands. Agitation, litigation and direct action have saved nearly 2,000 acres of 


ancient forests alone. You don’t need to a weatherman to tell which way the wind blows. 



Biscuit Fire Salvage Resistance 


The lighting storm that sparked 
the Biscuit fire in Summer 2002 
also sparked one of the most heated 
debates in recent memory over the 
fate of public forests. For two years 
following the fire the US Forest 
Service carved out the largest timber 
sale in history. Delays in the release 
of the original environmental impact 
statement (EIS) — due to input from 
timber interests and support from the 
Bush administration — resulted in an 
increase in the cut nearly five times 
from original projections! 

The US Forest Service received 
more than 23,000 comments on the 
draft EIS for the proposed Biscuit 
salvage. Of those comments, 95% 
did NOT support the project! 
Unfortunately, the final EIS was 
released in July 2004 with little 
change. The amount of timber was 
reduced to 372 million board feet 
of timber! — still cut from ancient 
forest reserves, above salmon-bearing 
streams and in unspoiled roadless 
areas. It is still one of the largest 


logging projects ever undertaken by 
the US Forest Service. 

On the two-year anniversary of the 
fire, the US Forest Service decided 
to log 372 million board feet on 
nearly 20,000 acres of forest. This 
would cause nearly 40,000 acres of 
roadless wildlands to be unfit for 
future wilderness consideration due 
to roadless area fragmentation. As 
we enter the Spring of 2005, only 
the largest trees that died in the fire 
are merchantable and are therefore 
targeted in timber sales. Despite 
assurances by the US Forest Service, 
however, many trees targeted for 
logging at Biscuit are green and alive. 

Scientists say that even in areas 
where the fire killed swaths of trees, 
post-fire logging would set back the 
development of old growth. Dead 
trees, known as snags, are ecological 
legacies in ancient forests. They build 
the soil, prevent erosion and are akin 
to condominiums for critters. The US 
Forest Service originally planned to 
log a fraction of the current Biscuit 



Womyn ’s blockade leaves the US 
Forest Service stumped! 


proposal, and stay out of Inventoried 
Roadless Areas (protected under the 
Clinton Roadless Rule) and Late 
Successional Reserves. Now they 
are attempting to log it all as fast as 
possible before the logging can be 
stopped in the courts or on the ground. 

for the Siskiyous 


Shock and Awe Logging Proposed 


The US Forest Service has created some truly outrageous 
timber sales over the years, but the Bush Forest Service has 
just hit a shameful new low. Their plans to clearcut sensitive 
Biscuit fire-affected forests in Cascadia’s Siskiyou Wild 
Rivers Area is the largest logging project in the history of 
the US national forests. 

How large 
is this extreme 
scheme? 

Hold onto 
your climbing 
harness. 

The Draft 
Environmental 
Impact 
Statement 
(DEIS) contains 
proposals for 
up to 1 .02 
BILLION board 
feet of logging 


across 60,000 acres. 

That’s enough to 
create a chain of log 
trucks 2,700 miles 
long — stretching 
from the Siskiyou 
Mountains to the 
East Coast. The 
preferred alternative 
proposes 5 1 8 million 
board feet of 
logging including 
1 2,000 acres of 
Inventoried Roadless Areas. 

This monstrous timber sale threatens to shove chainsaws 
into the heart of the proposed Siskiyou Wild Rivers 
National Conservation Area — a place renowned for its 
world-class biological diversity, beautiful rivers and huge 
roadless forests. It is also the place where, 20 years ago, 
Earth First! activists first used civil disobedience to 
defend forests at the Bald Mountain Road blockades. 





Want Some More Th 
You Are Out Here? 


Fortunately, the “Washington” part of Cascadia is 
not witnessing the severe massacre of ancient forests 
like in the south, but that doesn’t mean that we don’t 
have our work cut out for us. 

There are two different regions that should be on ev- 
eryone’s “Forests Under Threat Radar.” The Okanogan 
and Wenatchee wilderness areas on the east slope of 
the Cascades are currently facing a number of timber 
sales (disguised under the “Healthy Forest Initiative” 
as “Dry Forest Restoration .”) 

Another opportunity for Direct Action rests in 
ancient forest preserves on the Olympic Peninsula in 
Jefferson County. A project referred to as the Dose- 
wallips Road Realignment Project is underway. One 
old logging road washed away a couple of years ago, 
giving the county an excuse to rebuild a larger road 
through (surprise, surprise) ancient forest stands! This 
project is referred to as the Dosewallips Road Realign- 
ment timber sale. 

If anyone is looking for ways to plug into direct 
action opportunities RIGHT NOW, our friends in the 
Siskiyous (at the Biscuit) are in desperate need of 
help. There are no borders to forest protection! So... 
get yur butts over here and remember that friends are 
always better than flyers, and people are always bet- 
ter than posters! 

To raise hell about the Okanogan and Wenatchee 
timber sales, contact US Forest Service District Rang- 
er Glenn Hoffman at 600 Sherboume, Leavenworth, 
WA 98826; 509.548.6977, 509.548.4067 (Voice/TTY), 


a whole slew of 
post-fire timber 

sales, sales in ancient forests and critical habitat, toxic 
herbicide and bio-control projects, mining, intentional 
species eradication, and livestock grazing. Bush’s 
administrative rules such as Categorical Exclusions 
and Emergency Situation Determinations for post- 
fire timber sales are being tried first on the Eastside. 
Resistance activities include challenging the timber 



|~ Our Hationat ForesSs 


Taking the US Forest Serv ice 


for a ride at Biscuit 


fax: 509.548.5817 and 
Wenatchee National 
Forest Headquarters at 
509.664.9200. 

To do the same for the 
Dosewallips Road Re- 
alignment Project, see 
www.co. jefferson.wa.us. 

For more information, 
contact Olympia 
Earth First! at POB 
1 1426, Olympia, WA, 
98508; wildcascadia@ 
yahoo.com or 
olyef @ cascadiarising.org 


sales, trying to stop herbicide use and the use of vari- 
ous poisons directed against flora and fauna in the area 
formerly known as the John Day National Monument. 
Volunteers are needed to help with field checking 
of US government projects, setting up local public 
forums, ecologically sound restoration fire ecology, 
and tabling opportunities. This is a good opportunity 
for non-arrest involvement to learn activist skills and 
hike/camp in diverse forest ecosystems in southeastern 
Cascadia. To get involved, call the Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project at 541.385.9167. Leave your 
name, interest and contact information. 

EarthFirst2005.org 


Future EF! Events 

We’re working to build local interest in this 
national gathering by holding slideshows and 
video presentations for high schools, colleges and 
community groups all over Cascadia this Spring. (If 
you’d like to request a presentation where you live, 
contact Cascadia RiSiNG! using the information 
below.) In the metropolis of Portland, the major city 
nearest to Wy’East, we’ll have additional events and 
fundraisers (including one on May 15), an action camp 
in urban wildspaces, and a “History of Portland Forest 
Defense” forum on or around June 25. Nearby, in the 
Columbia Gorge, plans are on for a day-long music 
festival in May. For more information about all of 
these events, sign up for the twice-monthly Cascadia 
RiSiNG! email list at www.CascadiaRising.org, or 
look for postings at www.EarthFirst2005.org. 

Forest Defenders in Cascadia 

Many local groups, have contributed to the 
Rendezvous and forest defense organizing efforts, 
with the help of many committed individuals. 

Cascadia RiSiNG! EcoDefense helps 
facilitate communication between radical 
environmentalists throughout the bioregion, as well 
as concerted outreach activities. The website www. 
CascadiaRising.org is becoming the region’s best 
source of radical eco-news. For more information, 
or to donate to towards the organizing of the Round 
River Rendezvous, contact: 

Cascadia RiSiNG! EcoDefense 

action@cascadiarising.org 
503.493.7495 

POB 12583, Portland, Cascadia 97212 

The Oxygen Collective, based in Ashland, prac- 
tices creative resistance through projects that address 
injustice in our communities and destruction in the 
natural world. They use a 40-foot biodiesel tour bus 
to create and enhance events, and then add live mu- 
sic, independent media, organic food and large-scale, 
participative art projects. The Oxygen Collective has 
played a pivotal role in educating the public about 
the Biscuit logging project and resistance to it. The 
0 2 Collective’s website has more information on the 
Biscuit than most anywhere else. 

0 2 Collective, POB 533, Ashland, Cascadia 97520 
oxygen@o2collective.org. www.o2collective.org 




Wild Siskiyou 
Action has been the 
group maintaining 
the recent basecamps 
around the Fiddler tim- 
ber sale and organizing 
the civil disobedience 
actions. These are the 
folks to call if you want 
to go down to the Bis- 
cuit and see or take part 
in the action first hand. 
Wild Siskiyou Action 
was started in the Sum- 
mer of 2004, setting up 
the initial road blockade 
at the Indi timber sale. 




Wild Siskiyou Action 

siskiyou@cascadiarising.org, 541.659.2682 


Cascadia Earth First! organizes gatherings and 
nonviolent direct action where it is most desperately 
needed within the region. 

Cascadia Earth First! 

ef @ cascadiarising.org 
POB 10384 
Eugene, Cascadia 
97440 

Kalmiopsis Earth 
First!, named after the 
Kalmiopsis wilderness an 
which is surrounded by the 

Biscuit timber sale, has long been active in supporting 
nonviolent civil disobedience to protect the Siskiy- 
ous. If you are interested in helping and/or donating to 
the various direct action efforts in the Siskiyous, you 
should write checks to: 

Kalmiopsis Earth First! 

POB 185, Cave Junction, Cascadia 97523 

Stumptown Earth First! has been making some 
surprise appearances around the Portland area in the 
last few months, including the city’s first downtown 
tripod road blockade. Look for more fun from 
Stumptown EF!ers in the future! 

Stumptown Earth First! 

stumptownef@cascadiarising.org 



What to Bring to the RRR 

Please come as self-sufficient 
as possible! Bring your food and 
drink for the week; warm, cold and 
wet weather clothes; drinking water 
or a water filter if you have one; 
dishes, cups and utensils; toilet paper 
and non-toxic soap; washwater and 
drinking water containers; a tent 
and sleeping bag; a flashlight; any 
materials you need to run a workshop 
of your choice; toys and instruments 
and costumes. We also ask that you 
come with a cash donation to defray 
the costs associated with the gathering 
and to provide seed money for the 
EF! Organizers Conference next 
Spring and the 2006 RRR. $30 is the 
recommended contribution, but no one 
will be turned away. We ask that all 
who come bring respect for the land 
and the community that gathers there. 
So please plan on contributing and 
working to ensure that outcome. 

ZERO Tolerance for 
Oppressive Behavior 

In order to create a safe and 
productive environment for activism 
and community, we have a zero 
tolerance policy towards oppressive 
behavior at the 2005 EF! RRR. We 
will be abiding by the anti -oppression 
guidelines adopted by the Cascadia 
Rising Eco-Defense Network 
member groups in the Summer of 
2003. (The complete guidelines are 
available at www.CascadiaRising.org.) 

Oppressive behavior is defined as 
behavior that demeans, marginalizes, 
threatens or rejects people or 
non-human animals based on a 
characteristic that cannot readily 
be justifiably changed. Examples 
are a person’s gender, age, sexual 
orientation, race, mental health, 
culture, general appearances, income 
status as homeowner, renter or 
squatter, being a parent or a child, 
employed or unemployed, level of 
experience in activism, etc. 

Any type of sexual, verbal or 
physical assault will be taken 
seriously and dealt with accordingly. 



Up On Cripple Creek, We Call You! 

This year’s site for the Round River Rondayvoo is up in the headwaters 
of Cripple Creek, a tributary of the lovely Clackamas River, on the 
southern edge of a Roaring River roadless area abutting the Salmon- 
Huckleberry Wilderness, southeast of the urban blight known as Portland. 

DIRECTIONS: 

Step la (from the North): Take 1-5 south to 1-205 and continue south. 

If yer coming in on a jet (whaddaposer!) to PDX, this is where you start 
reading. Take State Hwy 212 east a couple miles and turn southeast on 
224. Head to Estacada (‘bout 18 miles). Go to Step 2. 

Step lb (from the South): Take 1-5 north past the urban blight of Salem 
about 20 miles to the exit for Woodbum and State Hwy 211. Take 2 1 1 
east through Molalla and Colton til you get to Estacada. Go to Step 2. 
Step lc (from Missoula and out thataway): Head west on 1-84 til you 
hit 1-205. Head south. Read Step la. 

Step Id (from Bend and points southeast): Get over the Cascades and 
take a right. Read Step lb. 

Step 2: Estacada is yer last stop for gas and supplies. Save yer 
mischeivious ways for other places. After tending to the last of your 
material wants, get back on 224 and continue up the Clackamas River 
about 23 miles or so to the Ripplebrook Ranger Station and, pay 
attention now, make a left on FS 4631, go a couple miles til you hit 4630. 
Continue in an easterly way on 4630 about a mile and take a left on 4635. 
Wind up and around on this about 9 miles and take FS 140 (a right) and 
another mile will send you past the trail head for Cripple Creek and 
Cache Meadow and onto a large quarry/parking platz/pistol range. 

Take your gear up Trail 702 into Cache Meadow. There are dandy sites 
for groups large and small the length of the trail to its intersection with 
5 1 7 at the main meadow, and for a good ways in either direction on that 
path. Elevation ranges from 4,200’ up to a bit over 5,000’ before you crest 
the ridge to Serene Lake. There’s water but bring your filter, purification 
tablets or other magic stuff. Welcome to our home! 




Dolphin Gets Rubber Tail 

In November, captivated audiences 
at the Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium 
in Japan witnessed the reemergence of 
Fuji, a 34-year-old dolphin, into the 
world of animal perormers, all thanks 
to a $95,000 artificial fin. Three-quar- 
ters of the captured dolphin's tail had 
previously been amputated because 
of a mystery disease. 

Commenting on the reaction of 
aquarium visitors, breeder Masaya 
Kowami said, "Visitors have told us 
she looks happy. Although she can 
swim without the artificial fin, the 
speed is very slow and she certainly 
cannot jump without it." The down 
side is that the animal can only wear 
her fake appendage for 20 minutes a 
day, lest it fall off or be eaten 
by the other animals. 

The company that produced 
the artificial fin, Bridgestone 
Corporation, also makes race 
car tires. A Bridgestone spokes- 
person said, "We make tires, we 
specialize in foots of sort," and 
noted that the company con- 
siders all offers that land on 
the table. Ten prototypes were 
made before Bridgestone could 
find one that worked. 

Nature Bites Back: 

Antelope Uprising 

On December 4, a 500-pound 
wildebeest repeatedly rammed 
and then trampled its owner 
to death. The animal was kept 
in captivity, along with other "exotic" 
animals, on the farm of Klaus "Dick" 
Radandt in North Liberty, Indiana. 
Radandt, 64, died of blunt force trau- 
ma to the chest and head, and was 
found by his wife lying in the barn- 
yard behind their house. 

This does not bode well for those 
interested in domesticating the wild 
antelope, a native to the plains of East 


Africa. It seems the wildebeest didn't 
like being kept in captivity in freezing 
temperatures, and having his horns 
cut down to stumps. 

Nature Bites Back: 

Anti-War Animal Gremlins 

In February, a band of mice 
grounded four Dutch F-16 aircraft 
after using some of the jets' critical 
wiring for construction of their win- 
ter abodes. Mice had presumably 
entered the base from the nature 
preserve next door. 

Birds and mice have really been 
on the attack in the Netherlands, 
and bosses at Dutch airports have 
stepped up security against the crea- 
tures. They have put out dog patrols, 


alarms and tapes with recordings of 
people shouting in order to rid air- 
ports of attacking rodents. 

In a related story, Dutch tulip 
growers were called upon in early 
March to plant thousands of tulips 
along the runways of Amsterdam's 
Schipol Airport after bird collisions 
became a serious problem. Birds 
looking for rodents in the surround- 


ing area had been colliding with air- 
craft, causing serious damage to the 
crafts' engines. 

Nature Bites Back: 

Feline Sniper 

A cat in Iron County, Michigan, 
has shot its owner. For purposes of 
protection, the cat will not be re- 
ferred to by name. 

On the evening of March 9, the 
feline alighted from the windowsill 
above the counter in the kitchen of 
Joseph Stanton, 29, who stood cook- 
ing at the time. The cat then kicked 
Stanton's 9-millimeter pistol, result- 
ing in a gunshot wound to the abdo- 
men of the unsuspecting Stanton. 

Nature Bites Back: 
Horses Revolt 

A brother and sister horse 
team demolished two cars 
in Labrador, Newfoundland, 
on March 11, after exhaust 
fumes from an idling vehicle 
became too much for them to 
handle. The horses had just 
been tied up after dutifully 
dragging their owner, Tom 
Angiers, to a meeting of the 
Labrador Premier Cabinet, so 
that Angiers could promote 
agricultural tourism. 

Angiers said, "Rusty got a 
little edgy because the exhaust 
fumes were hitting him in the 
face, so as I was trying to get 
the vehicle to move, Rusty 
tossed his foot backwards a little bit... 
I guess he hit a nerve in his foot. It 
spooked him. He jumped ahead and 
Becky jumped ahead.” 

The horses then trotted across an 
intersection and into a parking lot, 
where their sleigh crashed into two 
cars, doling out serious damage. The 
two made it several blocks before An- 
giers could get them to stop. 
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GLOBAL AUDIENCE 
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land 


by Isabella Kenfield and Dawn Plummer 

The February 12 killing of American nun Dorothy Stang 
and its mainstream media coverage shone a brief light on 
the drastic situation of land conflicts in Brazil. For more 
than 30 years, Stang struggled on the frontlines alongside 
poor peasants in the fight against logging and the destruc- 
tion of agrarian communities in the Amazonian state of 
Para. Her life was ended by six close-range shots fired by 
two gunmen in the employ of loggers and ranchers. Only 
10 days later, a second high-profile murder occurred in the 
nearly extinct Atlantic forest of Rio de Janeiro state. Fif- 
teen-year veteran environmental activist Dionisio Ribeiro 
Filho died of a shotgun wound to the head in a similar 
struggle to defend a preserve from loggers. 

While Stang's death represents the most internation- 
ally noticed killing of an environmental activist in Brazil 
since the death of rubber tapper Chico Mendes in 1988, 
hundreds of landless heroes and heroines have also been 
killed in the land conflicts that have become common- 
place in Brazil's contentious regions. 

A martyr in the movement for justice in Brazil, even 
in death Stang brought much-needed and long-overdue 
international attention to Brazil's land struggle. For Bra- 
zilians, land-related deaths are a familiar story. Accord- 
ing to a 2003 human rights report by Sao Paulo-based 
Rede Social, 1,280 murders were registered among rural 
workers, lawyers, technicians, religious people and work- 
ers' leaders engaged in the fight for land between 1985 
and 2000. Only 10 percent of these cases were ever pros- 
ecuted. During the same period, 6,330 rural workers were 
arrested due to their political activities in the fight for 
land reform. 

As the struggle for land reform intensifies, the violence 
increases. According to the Brazilian human rights group 
Justica Global, 73 rural workers were killed in 2003, and 
53 in 2004. More than 40 percent of these were killed in 
Para. Perhaps the most infamous massacre of members of 
the Landless Workers Movement (MST) occurred at Eldo- 
rado dos Carajas, also in Para, on April 17, 1996, when 19 
landless workers were killed and 67 wounded. 


New Corporations, Old Story 

Much of this violence is linked to historic concentra- 
tions of wealth and poverty. According to MST leader Joao 
Pedro Stedile, the "poverty, unemployment and social 
inequality that exist in the Brazilian countryside are the 
fruits of 500 years of an agrarian model that has given 
priority to exports ever since the arrival of the Europeans 
and their interests. The agribusiness model is organized 
to produce dollars and products that interest Europeans 
and Asians, not Brazilians. And for this reason, it does not 
produce food, jobs or social justice." 

Thirty million people in the Brazilian countryside live 
in conditions of absolute poverty, and 50 million Brazil- 
ians go hungry every day. Brazil has the most unequal dis- 
tribution of land in the world, with one percent of the 
population owning 46 percent of the land. Although the 
country has the largest agricultural border in the world, 
it also contains 4.5 million families of landless workers. 
Both urban and rural lands lie idle so that speculators can 
play around with them, raising property values for the 
benefit of the owners. 

The struggle over land in Brazil, particularly in the 
countryside, must also be framed within the larger con- 
text of the globalized production and consumption 
of Brazil's natural resources. While the US media con- 
demned Stang’s murder, they failed to comprehensively 
illuminate the struggle over land in Brazil. A March 2 
editorial in the New York Times called for the Brazilian 
government to "punish the killers" and implement more 
rule of law in the region. But who are these killers? The 
editorial placed responsibility solely upon the Brazilian 
government and its inability to reckon with landown- 
ers in the timber industry; it failed to acknowledge the 
responsibility of transnational corporations and the con- 
sumption patterns of wealthy countries, both of which 
depend on Brazil's agroexport sector. Increasingly, Brazil's 
natural resources are being drawn into the global system 
of production and consumption, under the control of 
transnational corporations. 

While agriculture is historically central in Brazil's econ- 
omy, it has become what some call the economy's "green 
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“The agribusiness model is 
organized to produce dollars and 
products that interest Europeans 
and Asians, not Brazilians. And for 
this reason, it does not produce 
food, jobs or social justice.” 

— Joao Pedro Stedile MST leader 



An MST encampment, or "tent city," where people 
sometimes live for years before land is granted. 


anchor," with total agricultural production representing 
33 percent of the Gross Domestic Product and 42 percent 
of the country's exports. The rapid expansion of soy pro- 
duction has fueled the recent agroexport boom. 

US Department of Agriculture reports show a 65 percent 
increase in Brazilian soy acreage between 2000 and 2005. 
Behind the soy revolution are, among others, the agribusi- 
ness giants Monsanto, Cargill and Arthur Daniels Mid- 
land, which encourage the proliferation of transgenic soy 
seeds and a conventional agricultural system dependent 
on toxic insecticides, fertilizers, pesticides and fungicides. 
Like Brazilian landowners, these companies are deter- 
mined to maintain the agroexport platform and the cur- 
rent system of land ownership. Transnationals' interests 
in Brazil are supported by soy-expansion projects financed 
by the World Bank and other multilateral donor organiza- 
tions, as well as the foreign policies of governments in the 
Global North, especially the US. 

The People Fight for Land 

Land conflicts are not unique to the rural landscape, 
however. Mechanized, agroindustrial, rural development 
schemes force small farmers out of the country and into 
the city, leaving urban areas desperate for housing, food 
and jobs for their swollen populations. The poor live pre- 
cariously alongside the heavily guarded luxury housing of 
Brazil's elite. This polarization also leads to conflict. On Feb- 
ruary 16, an eviction of more than 12,000 occupants of an 
urban encampment called "Dream Realized" (Condominio 
Sonho Real) in Goiania, Goias, resulted in two deaths, 31 
injuries and more than 800 arrests by military police. 

As the destructive and violent global agribusiness system 
wreaks greater havoc, social movements such as the MST 
are mobilizing poor, rural Brazilians to resist, demanding 
a radical break from the current system of production and 
profits. At the center of this struggle is the demand for 
land reform and the creation of a family-based, sustain- 
able agricultural system that produces food for the inter- 
nal market. 

The most famous and important of these movements is 
the MST, which pressures landowners and governments 


to carry out land reform by staging well-planned, non- 
violent occupations of unproductive private lands. These 
occupations are reliant upon a clause in the Brazilian 
Constitution, which states that any land not perform- 
ing a social function can be legally expropriated by the 
state. Formed in 1984, the MST today claims more than 
1.5 million members and is considered to be the lead- 
ing movement for rural land reform and social change 
in history. 

Today, 240,000 people fill landless encampments on 
roadsides throughout the country, awaiting the fulfill- 
ment of promises made by Workers' Party president and 
longtime labor leader Luis Inacio "Lula" da Silva. Lula's 
National Plan for Agrarian Reform was supposed to re- 
settle 400,000 families during his first term and regu- 
larize the land tenure situation of another 130,000. So 
far, fewer than 30,000 of the proposed 115,000 fami- 
lies have been settled. Between January and December 
2004, the government expropriated only enough land 
to settle 25,000 families. 

Facing increased attacks from agribusiness interests and 
inadequate action on the part of the Brazilian govern- 
ment, the MST is fighting hard to regain momentum for 
agrarian reform. From mid-April to early May, more than 
10,000 rural workers marched 180 miles to converge on 
Brasilia and deliver a message to the public and the gov- 
erning Workers' Party: land reform is critical to Brazil's de- 
velopment of social equality, food security and a vibrant 
civil society. 

For more information, contact Friends of the MST, 651 
Vanderbilt Street 7T, Brooklyn, NY 11218, USA; (212) 253- 
8850; dawn@mstbrazil.org; www.mstbrazil.org. 

Isabella Kenfield is a volunteer for Friends of the MST 
who is currently working with the MST in Brazil. She holds 
an MS in community development from the University of 
California-Davis and has extensively researched the topic of 
agrarian reform. 

Dawn Plummer is the national coordinator of Friends of the 
MST and a PhD Student in Political Science at the City Uni- 
versity of New York's Graduate Center. She works with poor 
people's movements in Brazil and the US. 
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MASSACRE 

IN 

BRAZIL: 



this is a short scene from the eviction of a squatters’ 
encampment in the city of goiania in the state of goias 
in brazil — this is deep interior brazil where agribusiness 
is king — this was an autonomous, spontaneous urban 
occupation of more than 3,000 families, some of the 
poorest people in south america — they built low impact 
dwellings with water wells and small organic gardens — the 
occupation was called Sohno Real, “real dream” — their 
struggle for land and justice continues 


reams J 

made 1 


real 


BY BRAD WILL 

dawn came on confused and quiet — a few milling 
about — it was the quietest i had ever seen the camp — so 
beautiful with the light low and cool — then the alarm 
sounded — people started appearing slowly from all 
points — gathering around a car with a sound system for 
news — it was plain and simple — 30 trucks on their way 
all full of military police — all the time the siren didn't 
stop ringing — more people came up to the barricades — 
many ran off to tell their loved ones — surprisingly it was 
less panicky than the night before — they were solidify- 
ing the barricades quickly but there was little more to 
do — outside there was a quick interview of police brass 
for the corporate press — they had blocked all the roads 
leading to the camp 

in the distance i could see the military police unload- 
ing from buses — they were geared up like storm troopers 
with green and black war paint — i photographed a line 
of women who had formed in front of the barricades and 
were praying and crying, some with their children in their 
arms — soon there were about a hundred troops lined up 
in formation in three squadrons — i started to realize just 
how hopeless this was 

a call went out for everyone to be at the barricade — a 
huge block of peaceful pilgrims collected there — all ages 
and races with their hands in the air — the resistance fight- 
ers had mostly vanished — the military police started to 
move in, in formation with shields raised tight like a turtle 
shell — i didn't see anyone even throw a stone — suddenly 
behind me there was an explosion — it was a concussion 
grenade launched from a tear gas rocket — i was hiding 
behind the edge of a brick wall and was completely con- 
fused how it could be behind me with my eyes on the po- 
lice — another explosion directly behind me and i felt the 


slam against my skin and my ears went deaf ringing — they 
were already in the camp — it was pandemonium — every- 
one was running and screaming — as i ran i saw them com- 
ing from my flank — and aiming to shoot again not more 
than thirty feet away — then all hell broke loose — sud- 
denly there was gas, rubber bullets, concussion grenades 
on all sides — immediately i recognized the sound of real 
bullets — i tried twice to stop and film but only for seconds 
until bullets flew nearby — they were advancing on either 
side of me in large groups — it wasn't safe anywhere in the 
streets — i saw two women face down in the street — i don't 
know if they were alive — at my feet i saw blood mixed 
in the dry dirt — everywhere people running in panic and 
screaming and trying to find some shelter from the bar- 
rage — i headed to a backyard, trying to cut through the 
backs of houses and was slowed by barbed wire between 
the yards — there were tall yucca plants giving me some 
cover as i ran — the military units were already past me on 
the main avenue and running rampant — they were shoot- 
ing at anything that moved 

i looked up and a door opened and a woman was mo- 
tioning for me to come in — i ran inside with another older 
couple and they slammed the door to total darkness — in- 
side there were two babies trying to scream but they were 
gagging on the tear gas — they showed me a bucket of wa- 
ter to wash off the gas — a man opened the door to look 
out and i came around to film — i saw the military point at 
us and yell something — we had our hands in the air but 
he and another raised their guns to shoot — as the door 
slammed shut the bullets hit the house — we all hit the 
ground — one woman was having a panic attack — i could 
smell gas from just outside creeping in — they cracked a 
window to breathe and i could see two women with ba- 
bies and a tiny young girl on the bed — the whole home 
was one small room and made of simple bricks and used 
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(right) 

People living in the encampment form 
a human barricade as the military 
police approach. 

(bottom right) 

A young boy holds shells fired into the 
squatters' encampment. 

(bottom left) 

A horse pulls a cart along a road in the 
encampment. 




furniture with two beds right next to the kitchen — it was 
really beautiful and simple — i imagined the bulldozer de- 
stroying it all with us inside 

the babies started to recover from the gas and the man 
opened another window but he was seen by military 
and there was more shooting — everyone was screaming 
to get on the ground — the sound of shots and screaming 
was constant outside — i was trembling — there were po- 
lice right outside yelling orders to come out — the man 
yelled something back about being peaceful — i yelled 
that i was international press — he opened the door — i 
raised my hands high with video camera in one hand — 
they were in regular uniforms — the woman who was 
panicked before passed out right in front of her hus- 
band — he grabbed for her — the police made as if they 
were going to shoot — screaming at him to put up his 
hands but they couldn't see that his hands were holding 
his wife — i yelled we needed a doctor — it meant noth- 
ing to them — finally he raised his hands and dropped 
her there on the ground 

i started walking out — they had pistols drawn and 
pointed at my head — i couldn't understand what they 
were screaming at me but they looked like they would 
shoot — i kept repeating i didn’t understand — i was an 
international journalist — they mimed to keep my head 
down — as i walked out with my head down a few of 
them ran up and slammed into me, twisting my arms 
and kicking my feet out — i got punched in the head 
and another jumped on top of me — after they ripped 
the camera out of my hand and had me in plastic cuffs 
they started kicking me again — i got one of the officers' 
names who beat me — torres — he seemed like he was 
in command and picked me up and started scream- 
ing questions at me — i asked if he spoke Spanish and 
he screamed no one speaks Spanish in here — one of the 


others handed him my camera and i got a woman cop 
to put my glasses in my front pocket — they started rip- 
ping through my bag — i told them again i was a journal- 
ist from new york city — they started to cut my bag off 
my back but i managed to explain how to get it off — 
they yanked me back to the main avenue and motioned 
me to head off toward the main entrance — the plastic 
cuffs were so tight even the adrenaline couldn't stop 
the pain — i was completely confused but saw women 
with children walking in the same direction and just 
followed them leaving my video camera still running in 
torres' hands 

there were troops still coming in with different kinds 
of uniforms — there was still shooting but a lot of it 
was further away, deeper in the camp — as i was walk- 
ing i recognized a policeman from the corporate press 
interview — he stopped me and started looking through 
my bag — i told him i was a journalist from the US — it 
seemed to mean nothing to any of them — as he was ri- 
fling through my things a huge military policeman with 
a mask and a black bullet-proof vest stopped and looked 
at my credentials — he said they were fake and slammed 
me upside the head with an open hand so hard i almost 
fell off my feet except the other officer, who was smiling 
now, still had me by the arm and was holding me steady 
for the other 

he led me toward the entrance where the barricades had 
been pushed aside — in front of me were hundreds of de- 
tainees kneeling on the ground — two cuffed together at the 
wrist — there was black smoke coming up in a half dozen dif- 
ferent parts of the camp — i could still hear the shooting.... 

brad will is based in nyc and does solidarity work in south 
america with black bridge international and indymedia global 
network, he is working on a video documentary about radical 
movements, sustainability and rebellion in latin america. 
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Armed With Visions 

all rights reserved to the authors 


GILGAMESH LOGGING CO. 

5 Milleniums 

Gilgamesh: hero of Sumerian epic — 
first written in cuneiform 2600 to 
2900 B.C. in the fertile crescent — 
Assurbanipal, Assyrian king, 700 B.C. 
is main source. 

Industry's smoke/smog chokes west coast 

three months — near November, storm approaching. 

We flee up California into Oregon, 101 

Maples, alders, oaks golden metal sky 
one mile inland, vanish up canyon slopes 
in clearcut quilt work! 

Log trucks roll by, downshift, up grade! 

Diesel overhauls our generation's harvest. 

Saplings under fourteen inches — third cut 
regrowth: mulched and chipped into toxic stews 
glued for particle board construction: 
dilution: solution to pollution. 

Steel skeletons slough corrugated scales: 
logger relics rusting sawmill compounds 
in vacant lots outskirts of town — 

Up slopes, robots track plantation products 
take what's left: quick killing in Xmas trees 
soak up holiday cheer's merriment: bonuses 
south of the border down Mexico way. 

Meanwhile, RV asphalt parking lot crumbles 
into Winchester Bay— we're taking showers 
on guard, checking out sights in tool's 
winning race west extracting resources. 

Acid clouds dissolve centuries 
obscure forests for trees. 

But, into the forest green mist — Gilgamesh 
entrepreneur, prince of Uruk Inc. 
his sidekick wild man, Enkidu, ten steps behind 
hunt the heart of the woods: terrible Humbaba 
keeper of the Sacred Forest Primeval! 

Gilgamesh, proud and golden one 
fourth in line from the great flood. 

Son of Lugulbanda, sets his name 
where no man's name is written: 
fame and fortune of his own making 
subdue an evil proclaimed to the land 
where the way was broad, the going good 
and the ancient ones grew strong 
beautiful, wise in the centuries. 


Awed for a week, our two heroes wander 
amazed; then, cut the first tree. 

It thundered to the heavens 

shook the mountain to its very spine 

Terrible Humbaba, keeper of the forest 

let out a wail — slapped his thigh in scorn! For he knew 

his time was done 

and the forest would fall. 

For the fragrant gates of mighty Uruk 
brought down by great Sargon — 

Sacred cedar walls of Solomon's temple 
Babylon ravaged, burned to the ground— 

Galleys of Persian hordes, the Greek raiders 
sinking to Mediterranean's blue— 

Marseilles' Sacred groves falling 
Caesar's blade sparing nothing to his fate — 

Cornering the market keeper's share 

new world's plunder in catacombs of our mines — 

Civil obedience to conformity rules day 
forests razed 

Chris Olander 


she takes her stand 

she takes her stand high 

up in the redwood trees 

listening to them singing 

to the sun singing to the stars 

singing to each other 

hour after hour day after day 

as they have done 

century after century after century 

she listens to the long tales 

of the ancient ones 

Rain Fog Lightning Snow 

Whirling Wind and in it 

the voices of the ancestors 

relearning the meaning of Time 

as they turn the trees 

all shades of green and silver 

while below the forest's silent wisdom 

is shattered as loggers hurl 

up threats and chain 

saws whine and tree 

after tree after tree 

falls 

ellen cooney 
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The Trail 

I walked up to my standing friend and asked 
"Why are you so silent?" 

It swayed in the wind and smiled down at me 
I could almost understand its whisper: 

"My job is to simply live; your job is to interpret 
our needs to them. You fight for us." 

I came back a few months later and sat down dejected. 
My friend is dying; it has just been hacked down by 
malicious loggers. 

I cried "My friend, why didn't you stand up for 
yourself?" 

It whispered, "I did my job, I stood where I rightfully 
belong. 

Where were you to stand up for me?" 

I lament "I tried! But not enough people will listen to 
me." 

My dying friend closed its eyes 
"Such is true. They need to follow 
our example of banding together 
as a community. We need you 
and all of your warrior friends 
to fight for us. 

Farewell." 

Shall we continue to say goodbye to our old standing 
friends, 

watch them go one by one? 

Or shall we continue to defend them? 

It's truly up to each of you. 

RaVen Crow Sequoia 
November 13, 2004 


Great North Mountain, Virginia/ 
Pine Mountain, Kentucky 

It has been a month or more since 

the chestnut oak parted its lips 

to taste my hand. Touch of palm 

against wet mouth and the teeth entered me, 

needle - hair - filament - fine. Light as arrow 

feather they pierce skin, and then explode 

I turned from the tree's embrace 

as fire lanced my hand, skin enflamed 

with this sacred kiss: Creeping through my body 

till I wondered if my breath would stop 

bearing so much pain. So much delight 

in receiving tongue of tree; in the bulb 

of my thumb, still today the tracks are clear. 

Skin bubbled back, miming the trace of lifeline. 

A year ago, on another mountain slope 
I laid my hand on cousin tree. This one 
smooth of bark, no longer standing. 

American chestnut bole, leaned against sandstone 
cliffs, the peak of Appalachia's forest heart. 

The smooth giant, slick with rain, tricked my feet 
and I fell, hand first, into her arms. 

Mother chestnut, I wept against your fallen body 
cradling my broken hand - tears for the axe 
bite of blight that took you from me, left us 
dying in each other's arms. 

My hand is inoculated now with spore and saliva, 
blade and bruise. My blood has taken in the love 
and grief that cloak our mountains - green forest 
grows in my cambium tissues, forests' destruction 
stains my sapwood veins. 

What work for these hands of mine, dipped in living 
trees? 

Christina Wulf 
Virginia/Central Appalachia 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 


P. O. Box 14501 


Berkeley CA 94712-5501 


Clear as cut glass 

&just as dangerous 



Biodiesel: 

Salvation or Disaster? 


by Alexis Ziegler 

Biodiesel is the fastest-growing al- 
ternative fuel in the US. For its pro- 
ponents, biodiesel promises to deliver 
us into an age of clean and renewable 
fuel. Yet if present trends continue, 
biodiesel is more likely to escalate 
human misery around the world for 
years to come. 

Biodiesel's proponents claim that 
they are recycling discarded cooking 
oil. But is that oil really waste? In my 
hometown of Charlottesville, Virgin- 
ia, used oil is collected by one of the 
four largest rendering companies in 
the US — Valley Proteins, which repro- 
cesses dead animals, inedible slaugh- 
terhouse remains and used cooking oil 
into a wide variety of products. From 
a financial report, we learn that "Val- 
ley Proteins turns the raw materials it 
collects into commodity goods, which 
are sold to over 170 customers.... The 
company's finished products are quot- 
ed on established commodity markets 
or priced relative to substitute com- 
modities...." About 80 percent of the 
fats from rendering are used in live- 
stock feed. The rest are reprocessed 
into other products, including pet 
foods, chemicals and lubricants. 

Note the phrase, "products are... 
priced relative to substitute commodi- 
ties." Used cooking oil is not a dis- 
carded product — it is reprocessed and 
put on the market to vie with "substi- 
tute commodities." Any of the many 
companies using products from Valley 
Proteins is likely to purchase the cheap- 
est adequate product, regardless of its 
source. If the buyers should run short 
of used vegetable oil, they would sim- 
ply turn to products made from virgin 
oil instead. 

If biodiesel consumption were to 
remain within the supply of used 
vegetable oil, that would all be fine. 
The problem is that the consump- 
tion of fossil diesel radically exceeds 


the supply of used oil. Americans use 
nearly a billion gallons of petroleum 
a day; the entire output of all of the 
rendering companies in the US is a 
billion and a half gallons per year. If 
the entire annual output of used veg- 
etable oil were diverted into the fossil 
fuel market, it would last us 36 hours. 
And that simply begs the question of 
where industry would turn to for all 
that cattle feed. 


Is biodiesel renewable? Any resource 
is renewable only if it is extracted at a 
rate no greater than it is replenished. 
Overcutting a forest or overfishing a 
fishery renders a renewable resource 
non-renewable. Given that biodiesel po- 
tentially involves taking human food, 
like soy, corn and other oil-producing 
plants, and feeding it to automobiles, 
the renewability issue is paramount. 

If we are going to feed human food 
to cars, we should take stock of the 
status of the global food production 


system. In 2004, global grain stocks 
were reduced to their lowest point 
in 30 years. Do you know when the 
world fish catch peaked? In the early 
1980s. Irrigated farmland produces a 
lion's share of human food, but the 
global supply of irrigated farmland per 
capita has shrunk considerably. Even 
though the US has the most produc- 
tive agricultural system in the world, it 
now teeters on the brink of agricultural 


debtorship. Beginning in the 1990s, 
the US has imported more food than it 
has exported in some years. 

Given that the amount of farmland 
per person, irrigated and not, has sub- 
stantially decreased, how is it that we 
continue to feed growing populations? 
Because we have been replacing soil 
with oil. Worldwide, the amount of en- 
ergy we invest in each calorie of food 
has climbed steadily with increased 
use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides 
and herbicides. According to 



Chip mills like this one are falsely presented as sources of 
“environmentally friendly " alternatives to fossil fuels. 
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David Pimentel, a researcher at Cor- 
nell University, American agriculture 
now invests three calories of fossil fuel 
for each calorie it produces. That is 
long before anyone considers putting 
those food calories into a gas tank. 

If biodiesel is ecologically expen- 
sive, then won't the market correct 
the problem by keeping biodiesel 
financially expensive? Maybe, but 
for biodiesel's extra edge — guilt re- 
lief. There are a lot of progressive { 
Americans who want to help the 
environment, but whose lifestyle is 
as car-dependent as anyone else's. 

In Fall 2004, Congress passed an ex- 
cise tax relief to encourage the use of 
biodiesel. The horse is out of the gate. 

If Americans are convinced that 
biodiesel is a "green" fuel, and we 
drive up the consumption of veg- 
etable oil, we simply shift the weight 
of demand onto the virgin vegetable 
oil market. That isn't just a theory. In 
my home state of Virginia, the Soy- 
bean Association has been offering 
a cash rebate for first-time biodiesel 
purchases of up to $500. The only 
motivation for such action is to bol- 
ster the price of virgin oil. This isn't 


have started descending on our na- 
tional forests, converting lush, green a 
ecosystems into moonscape and chips, s 
The chips are then burned instead of t; 
coal to generate electricity, thus keep- h 

If Americans are convinced that 
biodiesel is a “green” fuel, and 
we drive up the consumption 
of vegetable oil, we simply shift 
the weight of demand onto the 
virgin vegetable oil market. 

ing the tumble driers of America in op- a 
eration. If you try to meet US energy r: 
demands from the supply side, you are Ii 
simply going to throw unsustainable ti 
weight onto already overstressed bio- f; 
logical systems. e 

Neither can we deal with transpor- t 
tation fuel by attacking the problem p 
from the supply side. According to ti 
Pimentel, biofuels such as ethanol v 
represent a net energy loss. Even if n 
we disregard the energy used to dis- s 
till ethanol, about 11 acres of corn b 


If you try to get your energy from 
any "alternative" source, the same 
supply-side principle applies. If you 
tried to supply the average American 
household with photovoltaic pan- 
els, it would cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. Not only is 
* that financially unfeasible, but 
J the panels themselves represent 
a huge environmental cost. The 
1 only feasible way to supply a 
j. household with alternative en- 
ergy is to first dramatically reduce 
Z the energy consumption of that 
household. 

Why are we trying to solve 
our ecological problems with 
all the wrong answers? Because the 
right answers challenge our lifestyle. 
It is absolutely impossible to support 
the American lifestyle in a sustainable 
fashion with any energy source. Biofu- 
els are not merely a neutral bystander; 
they are enormously destructive. Sup- 
ply-side biofuels perpetuate the myth 
that our lifestyle can continue, if only 
we find the right fuel — biodiesel, etha- 
nol, hydrogen, etc. "President" Bush 
supports hydrogen; Congress supports 
biodiesel and ethanol. Think about it. 


about used fryer oil any longer. must be used to fuel one car for one Single-family housing, as well as indi- 


Biodiesel is a power- 
ful movement that is 
rapidly gaining force. 
As cars with their savage 
buying power are put 
into market competi- 
tion with the hundreds 
of millions of humans 
already trying to live 
on a dollar a day, the 
latter will lose the tug 
of war. The global poor, 
for whom vegetable oil 
is already a scarce item, 
will do without. 

All of this begs the 
question: If not biodie- 
sel, then what? We have 
to have some source of 
energy, for transpor- 
tation and otherwise. 
The issue is whether 



Current food production cannot meet present rates of fuel consumption. Source: World- 
Watch Institute; see Beyond Malthus, Lester Brown, 1 999. 


vidual automobiles, are 
simply unsustainable, 
regardless of our energy 
source. So what then 
are the solutions? Live 
close enough to where 
you work and play so 
that you don't have to 
drive. Refuse to own a 
car. Live cooperatively. 
For mainstream liberals, 
that may sound absurd. 
But that is precisely why 
the entire discussion 
about biofuels is mis- 
guided, because real so- 
lutions demand a more 
radical perspective. Real 
answers are social and 
ecological, not tech- 
nological. Turning the 
beast of industrialism 


you work on the problem from the 
demand side or the supply side. 

If you take any modern energy sys- 
tem and try to address it from the sup- 
ply side, you will fail. Already, there is 
a movement to use biofuels to gener- 
ate the nation's electricity. That means 
that massive tree-chipping operations 


year — but the global supply of grain- 
land per person was .57 acres (notice 
the decimal) in 1950, and is project- 
ed to be .17 acres in 2050. Biodiesel 
represents similar ecological absurdi- 
ties, yet both biodiesel and ethanol 
have Congressional support. How we 
do cherish the myth of technology. 


with its voracious appetite away from 
fossil fuel and into our forests and 
fields is not an answer. 

Alexis Zeigler is an activist in cen- 
tral Virginia who works on environ- 
mental, transportation and media 
issues. His writings are posted on his 
website, conev.org. 
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by Karen Pickett 

Extortion, threats to public officials, spittin' in the eye 
of Mother Nature — it's all in a day's work for Maxxam. 

Pacific Lumber (PL) is once again holding ancient red- 
woods hostage and threatening dire consequences for 
local communities and for protected ancient trees if it 
doesn't get what it wants. On top of that, it is delivering 
fairly unveiled threats to government officials. 

We've seen this before. During Headwaters Deal nego- 
tiations in 1998-1999, PL's extortion efforts were for mon- 
ey (half a billion taxpayer dollars) and concessions on its 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). This time, it is demand- 
ing the suspension of regulatory limits on its logging. 
Maxxam Chief Executive Officer Charles Hurwitz himself 
met in private with top aides of California "Govemator" 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in January to issue PL's threats and 
demands. Hurwitz said that unless PL gets the green light 
on logging in flood-prone watersheds, where its previous 
logging has wreaked havoc for residents and endangered 
fish habitat, then the company would go belly up. 

Deceive and Plunder 

Why is bankruptcy a threat to the public trust and not just 
to the company's assets? Hurwitz maintains that bankruptcy 
would invalidate the terms of the 1999 Headwaters Deal, 
including stream protections and 50-year set-asides for the 
last substantial chunks of virgin old-growth redwoods on PL 
property. But that just isn't so. Negotiations for the Headwa- 
ters Deal were brutal, partly because some people were ensur- 
ing that it would be a long-term agreement. 

PL has tried to squirm out of HCP restrictions on such 
things as logging too close to watercourses before. Last Spring, 
it tried to "loosen" restrictions on steep-slope logging, tree 
felling close to streams and cutting in wet weather — even 
though it was already grossly violating 227 such provisions. 

The company says that it wants to preserve jobs (PL em- 
ploys about 820 people county- wide). But PL has laid off 
many of its mill workers (38 at the Fortuna mill in Janu- 
ary) and now contracts out most of its logging so as not 
to be responsible for benefits and pensions. PL's new mill 
technology allows the company to increase production 
with fewer workers. 

Which brings us to a burning question: If PL thought it 
was on the brink of bankruptcy, then why did it just in- 
vest millions in revamping its flagship mill to a high-tech 
operation, calling it "the foundation for the growing PL 
Company?" Is it because this new mill will take smaller 
trees (remember Louisiana Pacific in Mendocino County 
in the 1990s?) and will use fewer workers for greater pro- 
duction? Did PL just assume that its arm-twisting in Sac- 
ramento would work? 

Let's be real. In the 19 years since the takeover of PL by 
Maxxam, the company has raked in huge profits by logging 
valuable, old-growth redwood, selling off PL assets and of 
course reaping the benefits of the Headwaters Deal, sending 



Maxxam’s business plan 


$100 million a year in profits to Houston. Maxxam could 
have paid off its junk bond debt, but instead it has kept PL 
fully in debt and on the verge of bankruptcy. Hurwitz could 
have re-instituted sustainable logging (like the pre-Maxxam 
PL) and ensured saw timber and jobs in perpetuity. 

All told, Maxxam has made $3.6 billion off of PL in the 
last 20 years. It made $480 million from the Headwaters 
deal, $325 million by selling off the cutting and welding 
division, $60 million from gutting the employee pension 
fund, $250 million from the 1998 bond sale and $37 mil- 
lion in real estate, in addition to the $2.5 billion in profits 
that have been made off of PL's timber. Yet it still owes 
$760 million of the $870 million debt incurred in the 
takeover 20 years ago, and now it's crying bankruptcy. 

PL's greedy overcutting has led to predictable results. It 
is fairly simple math. Contrary to the management style 
of the "old" PL, by 1999 the harvest had skyrocketed to 
10 times PL's historic average and three times its previous 
maximum. Company officials had to know that down the 
line, the accelerated rate of harvest would lead to less log- 
ging and less employment, meaning mills would have to 
be shut down and employees laid off. 

In 1993, Maxxam refinanced its debt, taking hundreds 
of millions of dollars out of the company, while returning 
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PI cms from California government 


the debt to its 1985 level. In 1998, Maxxam refinanced 
again, this time mortgaging all the company's timber- 
lands, leaving PL with as much debt as ever but without 
its greatest asset. Then the corporados lobbied the state 
forestry agency for a high rate of harvest to meet their 
"outstanding financial obligations." 

Agency Caves to PL Threats 

Fast forward to the present stage, with water agency of- 
ficials as major characters because of the devastating effect 
the increased logging has had on streams in Humboldt, 
and the increased power given the water board by recent 
legislation. The water board began looking at watersheds a 
few years ago and said that cumulative logging had caused 
increased sedimentation and flooding. The flooding can 
be traced back to when PL was first acquired by Maxxam, 
but things got much worse around 1996. The infamous 
Stafford slide, which buried several homes and inspired 
the Luna treesit, was in 1997. 

Around this time, it became clear that it was not just 
the dreadlocked treesitters who were railing against PL's 
management style. The logging-caused flooding has 
damaged people's homes, vehicles, septic systems and 
wells. The Health Department has told people that any 
time it floods, they need to put on waders, rubber gloves 
and masks and scrub their whole house out because 
of septic contamination. PL was ordered to provide 
trucked-in drinking water for residents in one water- 
shed because of well contamination. Flooding that used 
to happen about twice a decade is now happening four 
or five times a year. 


At the end of February, the regional water quality agen- 
cy's executive officer, Catherine Kuhlman, gave PL the 50 
percent solution, allowing PL to clearcut more steep hill- 
sides in the blighted Freshwater and Elk River watersheds. 
The decision flies in the face of independent scientific 
data, which shows that logging by PL is causing perma- 
nent damage to the two Northern California areas that the 
Clean Water Act lists as sediment-impaired. 

Then on March 16, the board of the regional water 
agency caved to intense political pressure and overruled 
its own staff by approving even more logging — 75 percent 
of what PL was demanding in the impaired watersheds. 

"They didn't split the baby. They mutilated the baby," said 
Richard Geinger, a Humboldt County restoration activist, at 
the packed hearing. The company could gross an additional 
$20 million in revenue. On April 6, the first good news in 
this saga arrived, when the state water board issued a stay on 
logging in two watersheds in response to an appeal of the re- 
gional board's action. Naturally, PL is challenging the stay, so 
the decision will go to a hearing before the full state board. 

At March's meeting, the regional water quality board 
chairwoman, Beverly Wasson, angrily chastised PL execu- 
tives for threatening Kuhlman. Kuhlman said that she was 
in a meeting with two PL representatives and her attorney 
when she was told, "If we didn't give them the harvest 
plans they wanted, I would have no future, no career." 

Meanwhile, we've got treesitters, we've got lawsuits, 
we've got legislation. Got bankruptcy? Stay tuned. 

Karen Pickett has been an Earth First! devotee since her bio- 
centric epiphany in the early '80s. She has been on the tail and 
trail of Maxxam since it invaded California in the mid-'80s. 


Law and Order, Judi “Bari StyCe 


by Sarah 

The Forest for the Trees: Judi Bari v. the FBI, directed by 
Bemadine Mellis, Redbird Films, 2005. 

The Forest for the Trees: ]udi Bari v. the 
FBI is Bernadine Mellis' recently re- 
leased documentary detailing the vic- 
tory of Bari's civil suit against the FBI. 

Mellis is the daughter of Bari's lead 
lawyer, Dennis Cunningham, and a 
legal perspective dominates the hour- 
long documentary. 

The absent Bari (who died before 
her suit came to trial) is the center 
of the film, and she is depicted as the 
sole driving force behind Redwood 
Summer, perhaps at the expense of the dedicated com- 
munity of activists involved in many aspects of the 
campaign. Yet, the main cast of characters is ultimate- 
ly the legal team. 


Viewers wishing for an elucidation of EF! principles, the 
history of the redwoods campaign or even a comprehen- 
sive perspective on Bari's background will be disappoint- 
ed. However, the 54-minute film does 
an excellent job describing (and refut- 
ing) the charges against Bari and Dar- 
ryl Chemey that resulted from their 
injury in a 1990 car bomb attack. 

The film features high courtroom 
drama, explicates the significance of 
the ruling and highlights the hard 
work of the legal team. Mellis takes 
the stance that Bari was targeted for 
her work uniting loggers and EFlers, 
which the film documents quite con- 
vincingly. 

The Forest for the Trees does a great job of drawing 
the viewer into the courtroom. Most importantly, it is 
inventive and artistically enjoyable — always a plus for 
movement films. 
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Cofoniafism Through Economics: ‘An ‘Insider’s Story 


by Walt Staton 

Confessions of an Economic Hit 
Man by John Perkins, Berret-Koehler 
Publishers, 2004. 

If the words "World Bank" and 
"International Monetary Fund 
(IMF)" tend to give you migraines. 
If hearing about corporations like 
Halliburton and Bechtel gives you 
nightmares. And, most important- 
ly, if you are taking a class in eco- 
nomics where the assigned reading 
begins with Adam Smith and ends 
with Milton Friedman, you need to read this book. 

Confessions of an Economic Hit Man traces the author's 
life through nearly 20 years of work for engineering giant 
Chas T. Main, where he was planted by the National Se- 
curity Agency. The book vividly exposes how mega-cor- 
porations and the US government work closely together 
on a path of imperialism. 

Instead of using overt military power like the colonial 
forces of the past, the new weapon of choice is economics. 
During Perkins' years with Main, economic hit men were 
trained to travel to foreign countries, research their weak- 
nesses, then help draft plans for World Bank "development" 


projects that would force these countries into eternal debt. If 
the hit men failed, they were quickly followed by CIA "jack- 
als," who led coups or assassinations to install more friendly 
regimes. Only if the jackals failed would the US resort to 
military intervention. 

Unlike other writers on this topic, John Perkins exposes 
the beast from deep inside, providing the names, dates and 
places that we've only been able to speculate about before. 

Perkins makes it very clear that this economic colonial- 
ism is very carefully planned by a small, select group of 
people. Every loan, every development project initiated 
by these institutions, is specifically designed to cripple 
and enslave the world, nation by nation. That's all. 

Perkins shows how after World War II, the US instituted 
policy of long-term economic domination so carefully 
crafted that professors were actually planted in respected 
universities to publish papers espousing the wonders of 
neoclassical economics. 

The book takes us around the world to peasant villages 
in Indonesia, General Torrijos' office in Panama, the royal 
House of Saud in the Arabian Peninsula, the deserts of Iran 
and the rainforests of Ecuador. 

Despite all that Perkins has experienced and exposed, 
he's still a patriot with an unyielding faith in US democ- 
racy. That said, this is a great (and quick) book to read. 
Then pass it on to your parents. 



C Deacffier than “Dinosaurs 

Michael Crichton’s ELF Wants to Kill Your Children: 


by Josh 

State of Fear: A Novel by Michael Crichton, HarperCol- 
lins, 2004. 

The new techno-thriller from Michael Crichton, author 
of Jurassic Park, has received considerable atten- 
tion for its allegation that global warming does 
not exist. However, reviews have been predict- 
ably silent on State of Fear's other contention: 
that all environmentalists — from the Sierra 
Club to the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) — are 
not rational dissenters, but rather devotees of a 
faulty ideology comparable to religious funda- 
mentalism and equally dangerous. 

The novel’s outlandish plot centers on 
an environmental nonprofit so desperate 
for validation that it bankrolls a nefarious 
scheme by the "Environmental Liberation 
Front," wherein all the natural disasters false- 
ly predicted by climate change alarmists will 
be created artificially. All that stands in their way is a 
motley crew of covert government types and reformed 
environmental lawyers. These "heroes" manage to have 
awkward and artificial conversations with each other 
about the barbarity of nature, indigenous people and 
postmodern relativism, while simultaneously battling 
evil and saving the world. 


Although Crichton tries to hide behind his novel's 
genre, his very real contempt for the entirety of the en- 
vironmental movement is obvious. It is no coincidence 
that Crichton's ELF is a tight network of drunken, igno- 
rant thugs who nevertheless possess the funding, know- 
how and desire to kill millions of people. 
Equally intentional is his allegation that 
nonprofits funnel millions of dollars into 
underground, "terrorist" groups. 

Even creepier is Crichton’s eagerness to 
punish environmentalists in dementedly 
ironic ways: ELFers are mauled by SUVs, 
and a Hollywood actor who praises tradi- 
tional, hunter-gatherer societies is mutilat- 
ed and eaten alive by Melanesian cannibals 
(pretty much the only people of color in 
the entire book). These are not pragmatic 
deaths that serve the plot, but macabre sug- 
gestions of what Crichton would like to do 
to people like us. 

State of Fear is clearly not the nobly -conceived, ratio- 
nally-presented treatise that Crichton claims. It is reac- 
tionary propaganda that dismisses the threat of climate 
change and, instead, presents "ecoterrorism" as the only 
imminent danger to humanity and the planet. When a 
book like this is published, we should be worried. When 
it becomes a best seller, we should be very, very afraid. 
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He's Working on Your Side! 

by Stu Sugarman 


Dear EF ! Lawyer, 

How could that rancher's SLAPP suit against the 
Center for Biological Diversity have succeeded? 

— Stunned and Amazed 

Dear Amazed, 

Cattle have been unraveling 
North America's biological di- 
versity since Columbus brought 
them from Europe in 1494. To- 
day, cattle ranching destroys mil- 
lions more acres of federal land 
than forest cutting. It dries up 
streams and upland habitat by packing 
soil and removing bank-stabilizing vegetation. 

The wolf, bear, desert tortoise, sage grouse and count- 
less other species have been driven nearly to extinction 
by cattle ranchers. Yet the government still permits the 
mythical Marlboro Cowboy to wreck our deserts, de- 
spite the widespread damage he causes. It adds insult 
to injury to know that these water-loving animals are 
incapable of making it in the wild anywhere without the 
cowboy's help. 

The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) is a non- 
profit organization whose noble mission is, in part, to 
"secure a future for animals and plants hovering on 
the brink of extinction, [and] for the wilderness they 
need to survive." CBD's determination to protect spe- 
cies brought to the brink of extinction by grazing has 
made confrontation with cattle ranchers inevitable. By 
the time of its recent trial, CBD had already filed more 
than 170 lawsuits against the federal government in the 
name of imperiled species. 

This conflict began when CBD appealed a US Forest Ser- 
vice (USFS) decision allowing apparently excessive cattle 
grazing on an allotment within southern Arizona's Coro- 
nado National Forest, a decision that CBD believed would 
further threaten the already troubled Sonora chub and 
Chiricahua leopard frog. The USFS leased grazing privileg- 
es on this allotment to wealthy banker Jim Chilton and 
his wife Sue, who happens to be the chairwoman of the 
Arizona Game and Fish Commission. CBD provided pic- 
tures to the USFS to prove that the allotment was in hor- 
rible shape from the Chiltons’ severe overgrazing. 

CBD issued a press release announcing its appeal and 
posted a copy of the appeal on its website. Mr. Chil- 
ton filed a Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation 
(SLAPP) against CBD and some of its employees, claim- 
ing that the press release and appeal photos told lies 
that damaged him and harmed his business (see EF!J 


January-February 2004, "Ask an EF! Lawyer" for more 
about SLAPP suits). 

A Pima County jury agreed with Chilton (in a 9-1 vote) 
and awarded him $100,000 of the $200,000 that he request- 
ed for actual damages, plus $500,000 to punish CBD. 

CBD points out certain mistakes at the trial that may have 
caused this strange verdict. First, the judge should have dis- 
missed this SLAPP suit against CBD, a group that did noth- 
ing more than ask the federal government to enforce its 
own laws. Second, Chilton was just plain wrong when he 
argued that CBD's press release and photos falsely depicted 
the conditions on the ground where his cattle had grazed. 
Third, Chilton incorrectly claimed that there is no habitat 
for the Sonora chub or Chiricahua leopard frog on the al- 
lotment. Finally, Chilton even argued, in a bit of culture 
war rhetoric, that CBD is run by dreaded vegetarians! 

When I learn of strange decisions like this one (CBD has 
otherwise been remarkably successful in its court battles, 
racking up routine legal victories for numerous species fac- 
ing extinction) I start thinking of other reasons for it. I think 
that maybe the Pima County jury was biased in favor of 
ranchers, against environmentalists or both. It could also be 
that people in the jury got sucked in by Chilton's constant 
attempts to invoke that old cowboy myth and felt sorry for 
the poor old cattle rancher/banker, his powerful wife and his 
herd of life-snuffing bovines. Whatever the reason for it, CBD 
will fight the loss on appeal and we, too, should continue to 
support CBD's struggle. We certainly won't win every battle, 
but we must keep fighting and we will win the war. 

If you wish to donate to CBD’s legal defense fund, 
please contact Keri Dixon, (520) 623-5252 x312; kdixon 
@biologicaldiversity.org. 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o 
Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste 500, Port- 
land, OR 97204; quixoteS16@yahoo.com. Please write "Dear 
EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 
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Prisoner Support Works! 

Josh Pommi H~ Starts ttis Sontonoo 


by the Josh Demmitt Support Group 

In January, Josh Demmitt was sentenced to 2.5 years for 
fires that caused S 300,000 worth of damage to Brigham 
Young University's Ellsworth Meat and Livestock Facility in 
Summer 2004. 

A lot has been happening with Josh as he has settled 
into the first month of his 2.5 year sentence, and we've 
been incredibly happy with the amount of support that 
everyone has shown. Here's what's been going on: 

Josh's support campaign has helped to place informa- 
tion and articles on Josh with Bite Back!, No Compromise, 
the Earth First! Journal, Break the Chains, the Animal De- 
fense League, the Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Net- 
work, Free's Defense Network, animalliberationfront.com 
and many others. 

Josh has been receiving loads of mail, books and maga- 
zines. People in the US, UK, Italy and Germany have written 
to him, and Josh has told us 
that "mail call" is his favorite 
part of the day. We purchased 
credit for Josh at AK Press, so 
that he can order books for 
himself. He's gotten into a 
graphic design class and runs 
a lot in the yard. We hope 
you're a vegan powerhouse 
when you get out, Josh. 

January found us busy mak- 
ing T-shirts and merchandise, 
planning support events and 
coming up with new and bet- 
ter ways to help Josh. Mem- 
bers of Josh's support group 
attended the Grassroots Ani- 
mal Rights Conference in Feb- 
ruary to share an information 
and merchandise table with 
Friends of Jeffrey Luers. An- 
drew Stepanian and Benjamin 
Persky of the support group both spoke at the conference as 
well, as part of a panel of former animal liberation prison- 
ers. We had Josh Demmitt T-shirts for sale, leaflets, letter 
writing supplies, a huge card for everyone to sign and lots 
of information on more ways to help. 

Josh had some trouble finding enough vegan food to 
eat and getting the prison officials to take his diet se- 
riously at first. We responded by asking the Physicians 
Committee for Responsible Medicine to mail the prison 
the legal precedents that guarantee prisoners the right 
to vegan food, as well as recipes and simple meals that 
would provide a nutritiously adequate diet. Josh’s former 
attorney, his family and a few activists with experience 


in dealing with prison officials made several calls and 
wrote letters on Josh's behalf. 

Activists from the support group were ignored, ridi- 
culed and lied to, and when we heard that Josh had lost 
15 pounds in three weeks, we called on his supporters to 
take action. We requested that people make polite phone 
calls to the prison, requesting that Josh meet with a di- 
etician to get a nutritious vegan diet. The call to action 
was forwarded extensively, and resulted in prison officials 
receiving so many calls that they hung up on callers who 
said Josh's name. 

To our surprise, FCI Sheridan responded not by see- 
ing that Josh received medical attention and food, but 
by putting him into solitary confinement — a disciplin- 
ary measure entirely unwarranted, and most likely ille- 
gal. We became extremely concerned about his health. 
Josh's family and attorney contacted the prison, and 
the support group spoke with Josh's case counselor and 

began planning for possi- 
ble legal action. We waited 
anxiously to hear from Josh 
after his phone privileges 
were restricted to a couple 
of calls a week. 

Then we finally heard great 
news from Josh and the pris- 
1 on. Afraid that "300 People for 
? the Ethical Treatment of Ani- 

0 

| mals protestors would show 
T up at the prison," the warden 
| of FCI Sheridan personally 

1 assured the support group 
a that Josh would be released 
| from solitary confinement. 
| She reportedly met with Josh 
| three times and showed him 

around the kitchen, pointing 
out the vegan items available. 
The warden also promised to 
assign Josh a "mentor" — a fel- 
low inmate who eats a vegetarian diet and will show Josh 
how he can get enough food. 

This is irrefutable proof that prison support works. We 
are incredibly thankful for all the help you provided, in 
phone calls, letters and legal support for Josh. Please keep 
it coming! 

Send letters of support to Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, 
Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 6000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. 

For more information, contact the Josh Demmitt Sup- 
port Group, c/o Animal Defense League, POB 1587, 
Huntingdon, NY 11743; supportjosh@riseup.net; www. 
supportjosh.org. 



Josh Demmitt 
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Repression of Mexican Forest 

Defenders Continues 

'Felipe' AvYC'dZd SaKl choz-\ 


by Veronique Bassot 

Felipe Arreaga Sanchez, co-founder of the Organiza- 
tion of Environmentalist Campesinos of the Sierra Petatlan 
(OCESP), was arrested on November 3 and falsely charged 
with homicide and criminal organization. These accusa- 
tions were fabricated by local businessman Bernardino 
Bautista Valle, in conjunction with local authorities. 

Arreaga's unjust imprisonment and the arrest warrants 
issued against 14 other OCESP leaders are obvious signs 
that the criminalization of OCESP and its members has not 
stopped, in spite of their successful 
campaign to force Boise Cascade out of 
the Sierra Petatlan. 

OCESP: Defending the Sierra 

In 1995, the infamous transnation- 
al Boise Cascade received permission 
to log the Sierra Petatlan in the state 
of Guerrero, Mexico. Boise Cascade 
found an ally in local political boss 
Bautista, who worked to ensure the 
nonresistance of the local communi- 
ty. Bautista soon became well known 
for his acts of intimidation and ma- 
nipulation against the local collective 
farming committees ( ejidos ). 

Local peasant farmers ( campesinos ), 
led by Arreaga and others such as Rodolfo Montiel and 
Teodoro Carbera, founded OCESP in 1998 to resist and 
confront Boise Cascade's operations in their region. Some 
members of OCESP were former employees of Boise Cas- 
cade, and had evidence that the company was cutting 
hundreds more trees than the government had autho- 
rized. According to the National Commission of Biodiver- 
sity, the deforestation of the Sierra Petatlan and Coyuca de 
Catalan was as high as 40 percent from 1992 to 2000. 

OCESP's energetic campaign against the illegal logging fi- 
nally bore fruit when Boise Cascade abandoned the region in 
1998, arguing "difficult trading conditions." Similarly, other 
forest exploitation permits in Petatlan have been canceled 
after road blockades and other resistance by OCESP. 

Of course, this did not please Bautista. He responded 
by joining forces with local authorities to launch a cam- 
paign of defamation and repression against the members 
of OCESP. The Sierra Petatlan was soon militarized, and 
several OCESP leaders fled the area. Felipe Arreaga left his 
community and sought refuge elsewhere so that he could 
continue his environmental work. 

In 1999, the military arbitrarily detained Montiel and 
Carbera. They were illegally transferred to the barracks of 


the 40th Infantry Battalion in Altamirano City, where they 
confessed under torture to illegal possession of weapons 
and to harvesting illegal products (drugs). After two years 
of imprisonment, they were finally released on the order of 
President Vicente Fox, but they were never declared inno- 
cent and no one was brought to justice for their torture. 

Free Felipe! 

Despite the climate of repression, Arreaga and his 
wife, Cesa Baldovinos, went on to organize a reforesta- 
tion campaign in the Sierra Petatlan, as well as organic 
farming projects. 

Now Arreaga and 14 other mem- 
bers of OCESP are falsely accused of 
murdering Bautista's son in 1998. 
The case against them is so shoddy 
that one of the named defendants 
actually died in 1996! Of the two 
witnesses against the defendants, 
one has already admitted to nam- 
ing Arreaga only because of pressure 
and threats leveled against him by 
Bautista and judicial police. Other 
witnesses attest that Arreaga was 
in another town on the day of the 
murder, being treated by a doctor 
for his bad back. 

The charges of "criminal organiza- 
tion" have already been dropped due to lack of evidence. 
Arreaga and the 14 others are obviously innocent, and 
they have been targeted only because of their human 
rights work to defend the forest. Arreaga has been declared 
a prisoner of conscience by Amnesty International. 

As friends of the Earth and of human rights, please take 
action and urge the Mexican authorities to release Felipe 
Arreaga Sanchez, cancel the 14 outstanding arrest warrants 
against the other OCESP leaders and investigate the con- 
stant harassment and persecution of OCESP. Appeals can 
also be made to Mexican embassies in other countries. 

Send letters of support (in Spanish) to Felipe Arreaga 
Sanchez, Carcel Preventiva de Zihuatenejo, Calle Paseo 
de la Deportiva s/n, Col. Deportiva, Zihuatenejo, Go. CP 
40880, Mexico. Letters in English, Spanish or German 
may be sent to him via econoticias@sosbahia.org. 

For more information, including contact information for 
local Mexican authorities, contact Centro de Derechos Hu- 
manos de la Montana, tlachinollan_internacional@yahoo. 
com.mx; www.tlachinollan.org. 

Veronique Bassot is the International Program Coordinator of "Tla- 
chinollan," the Human Rights Center of La Montana. She is currently 
working to secure the legal defense of Felipe Arreaga Sdnchez. 



Felipe Arreaga Sdnchez 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Regulations for mail sent to prison- 
ers vary according to individual prisons. 
Before sending monetary donations, 
stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners 
what the regulations are. Assume that 
the authorities read everything that you 
write to a prisoner. The following list is 
a small sample of the total number of 
political prisoners and prisoner support 
groups worldwide. The EF! Journal offers 
discounted subscriptions for prisoners. 
Please contact us for more information. 

Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, North 
Fraser Pretrial Centre, 1451 Kingsway 
Ave, Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 1S2, 
Canada. Arrow's extradition hearing 
has been postponed until June 27. 
He is facing extradition to the US to 
stand trial for his alleged involvement 
in the arson of logging trucks and an 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) arson of 
vehicles owned by a sand and gravel 
company. For more information, visit 
www.trearrow.org. 

•Jorge Cruz Hernandez, #26318- 
069, Federal Prison Camp, POB 725, 
Edgefield, SC 29824-0725, USA. Cruz 
is scheduled to be released on June 
6, after serving 1.5 years for actions 
taken during a celebration of the end 
to the US Navy bombing of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico. 

•Josh Raisler Cohn was sentenced 
in February to 30 days for taking part 
in a Greenpeace action that involved 
scaling a coal smokestack and hanging 
a banner that read, "The Bush Energy 
Plan KiUs, Clean Energy Now." Cohn 
and his co-defendants were initially 
charged with USA PATRIOT Act felonies 
and threatened with 90 years in prison. 
After taking plea bargains, Cohn and 
his co-defendants served their time and 
have all now been released. 

•Amanda Cerezo Garcia, CP Ali- 
cante II, Ctra. N-330, km 66, 03400, 
Villena, Spain. Cerezo, a well-known 
vegan anarchist, has been accused of 
torching a vehicle used for environ- 
mental destruction and of sending 
a letter bomb to a neo-Nazi politi- 
cian. While imprisoned, she has been 
translating animal liberation material 
into Spanish. 


•Sarah Gisborne LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent, 
ME1 3LU, England. In February, Gis- 
borne was sentenced to 6.5 years for 
conspiracy to cause criminal damage 
to vehicles owned by people linked to 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 

•Johan Jaatinen, Anstalten Skenas, 
SE-610 31 Vikbolandet, Sweden. On 
April 4, Jaatinen was sentenced to six 
months for openly damaging 18 ma- 
chines at a chicken processing plant. 

•Charles Arthur Jordan IV, 
#68163065, Federal Prison Camp Sher- 
idan, POB 6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, 
USA. Awaiting trial for allegedly plan- 
ning to damage equipment at a quarry 
near Portland, Oregon. Jordan has 
been moved to the above address. 

•Matthew Lamont, an Earth Firstler, 
was released in October after serving 
nearly three years for possession of an 
incendiary device. He is now appeal- 
ing the legality of his conviction. 

•Stephen Marshall, #68511-065, 
FDC-Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Awaiting trial for allegedly 
planning to damage equipment at a 
quarry near Portland, Oregon. Marshall 
has been moved to the above address. 

•Christopher "Dirt" McIntosh, 
#30512-013, FDC Seatac, Federal De- 
tention Center, POB 13900, Seattle, 
WA 98198, USA. McIntosh was arrest- 
ed on February 14 and charged with 
involvement in a joint Animal Libera- 
tion Front (ALF)/ELF arson against a 
Seattle, Washington, McDonald's in 
2003. If convicted of all charges, he 
faces a minimum of 30 years in pris- 
on. For more information, visit www. 
supportchris.org. 

•Jose Montanez Sanes, #26317- 
069, MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico 00922-2147. Mon- 
tanez is scheduled to be released on 
May 29, after serving 1.5 years for ac- 
tions taken during the Vieques vic- 
tory celebration. 

•Sergio Maria Stefani was found 
guilty on April 4 of planting an incen- 
diary device outside a butcher shop. 
He was sentenced to time served and 
is now under house arrest while await- 
ing trial for his alleged involvement 
in a letter-bombing campaign. 


•Mordecai Vanunu was charged in 
March with 22 counts of violating the 
terms of his release. Upon his release 
in April 2004, after serving 18 years for 
exposing Israel's secret nuclear weap- 
ons program, Vanunu was barred from 
communicating with foreign journal- 
ists and from attempting to leave Is- 
rael (see EF!J July- August 2004). 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell — Admin Max Unit, 
POB 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127, 
USA. Serving eight years and 10 
months for actions violating her pa- 
role, including dumping a cup of red 
paint over the security apparatus of 
a federal court and making warnings 
("threats") of weapons of mass de- 
struction. In March 2004, Woodson 
completed 20 years for disarming 
a Minuteman II missile silo with a 
jackhammer, mailing warning let- 
ters to officials with bullets inside, 
robbing a bank and burning the 
money. She has been moved to the 
above address. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•William Frediani, Casa di Reclu- 
sione, Via Maiano 10, 06049 Spoleto 
(PG), Italy. Awaiting trial for allegedly 
participating in direct action, using 
firebombs and promoting sabotage. 
Frediani is a member of II Silvestre. 

•Manase Furima, Lembaga Pema- 
syarakatan Manokwari, J1 Sabang 
No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. 
Awaiting trial for taking part in a road 
blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Matius Nasira, Lembaga Pema- 
syarakatan Manokwari, J1 Sabang 
No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. 
Awaiting trial for taking part in a road 
blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Alessio Perondi, Via Pianezza 300, 
10151 Torino, Italy. Awaiting trial, ac- 
cused of promoting sabotage and par- 
ticipating in direct action. Perondi is 
a member of II Silvestre. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Rye Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 
8AN, England. Serving 10 years for at- 
tacking the managing director of HLS, 
rescuing 600 guinea pigs from a lab 
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supplier and planting incendiary de- 
vices under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Hanna Ekegren, Box 1005, 718 92 
Frovi, Sweden. Serving 10 months for 
openly damaging 18 machines at a 
chicken processing plant. 

•Daniel Hedqvist, Torsgarden, 618 
33 Kolmarden, Sweden. Serving 10 
months for openly damaging 18 ma- 
chines at a chicken processing plant. 

•Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP 
Wealstun, Walton Rd, Wetherby LS23 
7AZ, England. Serving 2.5 years for 
making phone calls to animal abusers, 
including HLS shareholders, hunters 
and agricultural suppliers. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. 
Serving 27 years for using explosives 
to target nuclear facility powerlines 
and for the alleged murder of a Swiss 
border guard. He reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian. 

•Angela Marie Cesario, #66522- 
065, Federal Prison Camp Dublin, 
5675 8th St, Camp Parks, Dublin, 
CA 94568, USA. Serving three years 
and five months for arson of logging 
trucks in Oregon. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irunez 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving 
nearly five years for sabotaging ma- 
chinery at the controversial Itoiz dam 
construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight 
months for arson at a car dealership 
and for the attempted arson of an oil 
truck. His appeal is currently on hold. 

•Jeremy Rosenbloom, #66521-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serv- 
ing three years and five months for 
arson of logging trucks in Oregon. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Pe- 
tersburg Low, POB 1000, Petersburg, 
VA 23804, USA. Serving three years 
for a series of ELF actions against Mc- 
Donald's, Burger King, urban sprawl, 
the construction industry and an SUV 
dealership. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck 
©, #07909-051, POB 1000, Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, North America. Serv- 
ing 80 years for aggravated assault 
on federal agents, escape and bank 


robbery. Chubbuck funneled money 
that he stole from banks to the Zap- 
atista Army of National Liberation in 
Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Move- 
ment activist, is serving life in prison 
after being framed for the deaths of 
two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 
100 years each. Although many of the 
MOVE prisoners are listed together, they 
must be written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, 
Janet Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Philips Africa, #006309, SCI 



Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton 
Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403- 
1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, 
PA 19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frack- 
ville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politi- 
cally active journalist, was framed for 
the murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Robert "Rob Los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville 


Hwy, Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving 
a seven-year mandatory minimum 
sentence for throwing a rock at a cop 
at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action in 
Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 
1C, WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, 
MO 63382-0300, USA. Before she 
was given a life sentence in the early 
1990s for shooting a stalker in self- 
defense, Thompson was active in 
animal rights and environmental 
campaigns. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end of 
US military maneuvers on the island of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Ac- 
tions taken during a victory celebration 
led to the arrest and conviction of several 
activists, who were charged with conspir- 
acy to destroy federal property. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
Federal Prison Camp, POB 725, Edge- 
field, SC 29824-0725, USA. Serving 
five years. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, 
Federal Correctional Complex, US 
Penitentiary, POB 1033, Coleman, FL 
33521-1033, USA. Serving two years 
and nine months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Books through Bars, 4722 Balti- 
more Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, 
USA; www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin 
St, Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

• Free's Defense Network, POB 
3, Eugene, OR 97440, USA; www. 
freefreenow.org. 

•New York City Jericho Movement, 
POB 774, Bronx, NY 10458, USA; 
www.jerichony.org. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, 
POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 1306 Han- 
cock St, Ste 100, c/o Lucy Parsons 
Bookstore, Quincy, MA 02169, USA; 
www. prisonbookprogram.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 
Atlantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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Blue Ridge Direct 
Action Skillshare 
Gathering 

May 13-15 

Boone, North Carolina 

Have you ever wondered what you 
could do to help further the revolu- 
tion? Do you have a skill that you 
would like to teach people, or a skill 
that you would like to learn? Do you 
like to camp in beautiful mountains 
with a lot of really cool people? If so, 
then you should come to the Blue 
Ridge Direct Action Skillshare Gath- 
ering. On the weekend of May 13-15, 
activists from all over will be gather- 
ing in the beautiful Blue Ridge Moun- 
tains to learn, teach, share and have a 
rockin' good time. We will be teach- 
ing many things, including primitive 
skills, tree-climbing/sitting/setting/go- 
getting, deconstruction of the system 
and much more. Also, if you have a 
skill or anything you would like to 
teach, then bring it and share it. Ev- 
eryone is welcome, it's totally free, 
and we will be having a great time. 
For more information, contact Jamie, 
travelingbolete@yahoo.com or Jared, 
fly_trap@ecomail.org. 

Mountain Justice 
Summer Training Camp 
May 24-31 

Southern Appalachia 

Mountain Justice Summer is a cam- 
paign to challenge mountaintop re- 
moval coal mining practices across 
central and southern Appalachia. 
Greedy coal companies are destroying 
the life-giving natural and cultural 
heritage of Appalachia. We need your 
help this summer! 

The Mountain Justice Summer 
Training Camp is kicking off this 
Summer's activities. The camp will 
teach participants the basics about 
mountaintop removal coal mining 
and this Summer's campaign, with 
an emphasis on nonviolence, tactics, 
and education. 


The 24th is a check-in day. Be on 
time because courses start early the 
next day. Food will be provided. 
Dorm space is limited (and costs ex- 
tra), so bring a tent or some tarps for 
shelter. This is a very structured camp 
and people are expected to participate 
throughout the entire event. There 
are four required courses for every- 
one who comes to the camp: nonvio- 
lence training, dealing with threats 
from the coal industry, Appalachian 
culture and mountaintop removal 
basics. Grassroots organizing, media 
skills, action skills and other topics 
will also be offered. Please check the 
website for updates and details, and 
please fill out the registration form. 
You must register for this camp! We 
need to know how much food to get, 
dietary restrictions, etc.... Please bring 
money! The camp will cost $20-$50 
sliding scale to cover rent, food and 
gear. If you are flat broke, contact 
us about poverty rates and poten- 
tial scholarships. We also need folks 
to come prepared to participate in 
Mountain Justice Summer events for 
much of the Summer. 

If you have any questions about the 
training camp or if you would like to 
be involved, please email mountainjus 
ticesummer@hushmail.com. For more 
information visit www.mountainjus- 
ticesummer.org. If you don’t use com- 
puters, call (865) 522-652 7. 

Earth First! PNW 
Spring Rendezvous 
May 27-31 

Activists of: Puget Sound, North Cas- 
cades, Columbia Gorge, Olympic Pen- 
insula and Vancouver Island invite you 
to join us for a weekend of workshops, 
trainings and direct-action campaign 
planning in a threatened ancient forest 
near Seattle. Our Winter event had 60+ 
people attending! There will be many 
more of us this Spring, so we'll need 
more musicians to join us! For more 
information, contact (360) 789-7843; 
olyef@cascadiarising.org. 


Road Block National 
Networking 
Conference 
June 4 

Birmingham, England 

The Road Block national network- 
ing conference is a unique oppor- 
tunity to meet with people from 
around the country who are oppos- 
ing road schemes, and to learn from 
each other and share strategies for 
defeating road schemes. The con- 
ference is for those actively fighting 
roads, and priority will be given to 
those in local groups. A £10 dona- 
tion per attendee is suggested. 

For more information, visit www. 
roadblock.org.uk. 

World Naked Bike Ride 
June ii 
Everywhere 

June 11 will see naked bike rides 
in more than 1,000 cities across the 
globe. Human beings who oppose car 
culture and oil wars and who believe 
in a society more accepting of nudity 
will ride together to focus attention 
on the horrific cost to our planet from 
oil dependency (and to have fun). All 
are welcome. Bare as you dare is OK. 

For more information, visit www. 
worldnakedbikeride.org. 

BioDemocracy 2005 
Reclaim the Commons! 

June 18-21 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia RAGE (Resistance 
Against Genetic Engineering) is 
mobilizing with local and national 
groups to coordinate BioDemocracy 
2005: Reclaim the Commons! From 
June 18-21, Philadelphia will be 
abuzz with a grassroots convergence 
for non-GMO foods, biodiversity and 
global justice. Plans include an Anti- 
wars March on June 18 (against wars 
on nations, animals and the Earth), 
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a teach-in and counter-conference 
featuring international speakers on 
June 19 and 20, and a Summer Sol- 
stice day of action on June 21. Also 
in the pipeline is an anti-vivisection 
conference for animal rights activ- 
ists, a Food Not Bombs International 
Gathering celebrating its 25th anni- 
versary and much more! 

For more information, contact 
Philadelphia RAGE (c/o Student En- 
vironmental Action Coalition), (215) 
222-4711; phillyrage@riseup.net; www. 
reclaimthecommons.net; www.biodev. 
org; www.june21.org. 

Green and Black Urban 
Gathering 
June 19-22 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

This June 19-22, thousands of 
wealthy capitalists and biological 
profiteers representing the Biotech- 
nology Industry Organization will 
convene in Philly to celebrate and 
promote their dangerous manipula- 
tion of life's very building blocks for 
private gain. 

We are calling for anti-authoritarian, 
eco-positive radicals and allies to gath- 
er during the anti-biotech mobiliza- 
tion and share our vision of liberation 
and harmony among all living com- 
munities. While we recognize wilder- 
ness defense, sustainable communities 
and other "off the grid" approaches as 
valid and worthy of support, we wish 
to focus this gathering on enacting a 
radical ecological praxis in the belly of 
the beast — the industrial, urban areas 
where more than half the world's peo- 
ple live. We will be organizing several 
days of skillshares, actions and cultur- 
al events on themes likely to include 
gardening, squatting/sustainable ur- 
ban living, resistance to car culture, 
physical and mental health, anti-op- 
pression community dynamics, post- 
consumer resource reclamation and 
more. We are also actively soliciting 
ideas for workshops and events. Come 
to Philly this June to oppose biotech 
and sow the seeds of widespread resis- 
tance to industrial capitalism. We can 


and will destroy this machine from 
within. Let's get busy! To share your 
ideas or get involved, contact the Un- 
der the Pavement Organizing Collec- 
tive, underthepavement@gmail.com; 
www.gbug.org. 

New York City Bike and 
Transit Conference 
June 24-July 4 
New York, New York 

Join us for a semi-International 
Bike Summer, beginning after the 
June 24 Critical Mass and continuing 
until the July 4 holiday. These seven 
days will provide enough time for a 
broad range of discussions, exhibits, 
rides and other events. Activists and 
enthusiasts from around the country 
and world are being invited to ex- 
press themselves, compare notes and 
make plans for more effective actions 
on behalf of sane and human-scale 
transport. Proceedings will all be free 
and simulcast on the Internet to the 
extent possible, to provide for a maxi- 
mum of interactivity. Each subject 
will have a full day to explore current 
conditions and possible remedies for 
the health, economic and transporta- 
tion catastrophes in which we are cur- 
rently enmeshed. 

For more information, contact (212) 
431 -0600; meetme@theautomat.com; 
www.lightwheels.com. 

Feral Visions against 
Civilization 
The Third Annual 
Green Anarchist 
Gathering 
July 27-August 3 
Southern Appalachia 

As we embark on the process of 
rewilding — of opening ourselves 
to the wild desires that lie latent in 
our hearts and bodies — we can look 
to each other for knowledge and in- 
spiration. We can never live as if we 
weren't born into civilization’s logic 
of control and distrust, but we do 


have the power to begin to decivilize 
ourselves now. 

A recent surge of interest in primitiv- 
ist and anti-civilization ideas has sup- 
ported publications, gatherings and all 
sorts of collaborations. The informal 
Black and Green network converges to 
share and collaborate, cross-pollinate 
and inspire each other through our in- 
teraction in a wild place. 

The exact location will be an- 
nounced on the website and on a 
toll-free voicemail one week before 
the gathering. Some of the subjects 
we've focused on in the past include 
anti-civilization theory, emotional re- 
covery from civilization, radical com- 
munication, ecofeminism, nihilism, 
indigenous solidarity, anarcho-primi- 
tivism, symbolic culture, post/anti- 
leftism, insurrectionism and direct 
action strategy. As for skillsharing, in 
the past we've seen hide tanning, ar- 
row-fletching, basketry, shelter build- 
ing, wild foods gathering, friction 
fire-making and roadkill skinning. 
Kids, parents and folks thinking about 
future parenting are encouraged to 
come participate in kids' activities 
and to share experiences with raising 
children outside of civilization, feral 
parenting, teaching ecological aware- 
ness and un-schooling. For more in- 
formation, contact (866) 460-2945; 
feralvisions@greenanarchy.org; www. 
greenanarchy.org/feralvisions. 



May-june barm first! rage $ 1 





$18/5 issues $4/sample copy 

POBox 11331, Eugene OR 97440 

coLlecti veSgree nana rchy . org - www. greenanarchy. org 


magazine 


RadicalTalk Radio Now! 

Farai Chideya on Working Assets Radio 
Nate Clay on WLSam.com 
Thom Hartmann on cableradionetwork.com 
TheGuyJamesShow.com 
Mike Newcomb on 1100KFNX.com 
Ed Schultz on 8igEddieRadio.com 
TheTonyShow.com 
PeterWerbe.com 

Janeane Garofalo on Air America Radio ... . 

And. many right-wing hosts www.radio-locator.com 

are open to dissent. Reclaim the airwaves. 




1 7000 animals liberated. 
560+ acts of sabotage. 

1 year. 

try and keep up. 


222 Lake view Ave. magazine 

Ste. 160-231 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
www.DirectAction.info 


32 page quarterly magazine. 15 bucks, subscribe today! 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance 
and get top-quality service, competitive rates and 
the satisfaction of knowing that five percent of your 

hill goes to this enviro-rag 

ir w * —n V eac h mor >th. To sign up, 
contact (510) 644-2778; 


gA Steve@InternetAddress.com. 

5* 


RadicalTalk Radio Now! 

Farai Chideya on Working Assets Radio 
Nate Clay on WLSam.com 
Thom Hartmann on cableradionetwork.com 
TheGuyJamesShow.com 
Mike Newcomb on 1100KFNX.com 
Ed Schultz on 8igEddieRadio.com 
TheTonyShow.com 
PeterWerbe.com 

Janeane Garofalo on Air America Radio .... . 

And. many right-wing hosts www.radio-locator.com 

are open to dissent. Reclaim the airwaves. 


Concerned dingles 

links socially conscious 
singles who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide / international 
All ages • Straight / gay 
Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, M A 01242 
OR TELEPHONE (41 3) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 


BIKE STICKERS! 




have a global 


Tore Ke 4 by E. L p 


EARTH@F!R$T!K1 


tm pew. 


WWW. 


subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
or subscribe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org 
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THRESHOLDS 

the movement magazine of the Student Environmental Action Coalition g 

SEAC is a student and youth run I s : g<E 
and led nat'l network of progressive gs o- TO - 
grassroots organizations and °-5<^ 
individuals whose aim is to uproot 
environmental injustices through F5Z 
action and education. We define the £ 2 “■ 1 


environment to include the-§- 
physical, economic, political, and 
cultural conditions in which we live, f * 



Wildroots 


Wildroots is a collective radical 
homestead focused on bringing people 
together to share skills for rewilding 
and reconnecting to nature and to 
effect cultural change from a biocentric 
perspective. We are seeking like-minded prospective 
collective members and are open to visitors and work 
traders. Contact us for details: (866) 460-2945, 
wildrootsnc@ziplip.com, www.wildroots.org. 



No Compromise is dedicated to unifying the grassroots animal 
liberation movement by providing a forum in which activists can 
exchange information, share strategy, discuss important issues 
within the movement, network with each other in an open and 
respectful environment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of No Compromise contains the latest in news horn grassroots 
animal liberation organizations, Animal Liberation Front action 
updates, activist interviews, special focus sections, useful how-to 
information, and commentary. No Compromise is published 
quarterly and produced entirely by activists for activists. 

Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 Student/$20 Outside of U.S. 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infbshops. 


No Compromise 740A 14th Street #125 San Francisco, CA 941 14 
831-425-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.org 



Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 
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O $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate j DONATION 


Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Credit Card Orders 
# 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 


O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription | 
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ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Conservation 
Alliance 

POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 
phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmai 1 .com 
CALIFORNIA 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; shunka_2004@yahoo.com 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
The Infoshop/Slingshot 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
smartMeme project 
2940 16th St, Ste 216, 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

COLORADO 

Breakdown Book Collective 

1409 Ogden St, Denver, CO 80218 
(303) 832-7952; 
info@breakdowncollective.org 

DIY Traveler's Inn 

(303) 554-0923; pathogenusa@ecomail.org 
FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee, PMB 420, 

Chicago, IL 60622 

azone@azone.org 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 

310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1119 Massachusetts St, 

Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 

Maine EF! 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

Foglight Distribution 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 


Earth First! 



MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 
MICHIGAN 
Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/St Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; adam@wetlandspreserve.org 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 


Directory 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

IJwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail.com 
OHIO 

Corner Books 

108A Dayton St, 

Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581; 
info@easternforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community 
Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH, 45701 
(740) 589-5111, thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

UO Survival Center 

EMU, Ste 1, UO Campus Center, 

Eugene, OR 97403 
(541) 346-4356 
PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 

(215) 627-5681; earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 

Ocean State EF! 

oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee 
Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 
katuah@riseup.net 
Nashville EF! 
mjsnashville@hushmail.com 
TEXAS 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 
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864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

(435) 723-8231 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
VIRGINIA 
Shenandoah EF! 

POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

risinguphburg@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 


Olympia EF! 

POB 2640, Olympia, WA 98507 
olyef@cascadiarising.org 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 
2103 Harrison Ave #2341, 

Olympia, WA 98502 
james@lastwizards.com 
Environmental Resource Center 
Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505 


(360) 867-6784 
WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, 
Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 
WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
(307) 690-6961; 
teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


International Contacts 

www.eco-action.org 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervls Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540, 
Australia 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

EF! Montreal St Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St Lau- 
rent, 2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec H2X 
2T3, Canada 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 

CURASAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZE CH R EPU BLI C 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6, 

Czech Republic 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, 

Czech Republic 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, 
Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGL A ND. 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 

0113-262-9365; 

leedsef@ukf.net 

Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, Man- 
chester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode . f reeserve.co . uk 


London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 
info@risingtide.org.uk 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 
07751 -432-240; eflondon@ziplip.com 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av Jean Jaur6s, 92140 Clamart, France 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 

12045 Berlin, Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 

001 Bihar, India 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
NET HER LANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 10 18 CM, Am- 
sterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-6682236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
GroenFront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, 

Utrecht, Netherlands 

31-84-8666018 (tel/fax); groenfr@dds.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue 
International/EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

EF! Davao 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao 

City, 8000, Phillipines 

POLAND 


Citizen's Environmental 
Movement 

ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz, Poland 
42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 

RUSS IA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000, Russia 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082, 

Russia 

(8312) 34-32-80 
SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB, Scotland 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 

Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St Andrews, Fife KY16 
9Q, Scotland 
01334-477411 
SOUTH AF RICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016, 

South Africa 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; 

greenkorea@greenkorea.org 

SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago, Spain 
SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg, 

Sweden 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 
7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 
WA LES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 
01248-355821 
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weekend 

Resistance 

FOR JEFF 'Free' luers 

JUNE 10 - 12 


June 12, 2005 marks the five-year 
anniversary of the imprisonment of 
Jeff "Free” Luers. Jeff was sentenced 
to more than 22 years in prison for 
burning three Sport Utility Vehicles 
(SUVs) at a car dealership in Eugene, 
Oregon. He set fire to the SUVs to call 
attention to climate change and to 
protest oil wars and environmental 
destruction. Despite what some might 
think of his tactics, Jeff was motivated 
by compassion and a desire to protect 
life, not to harm it. 

Prior to his arrest, Jeff was a popu- 
lar community activist in Eugene. He 
was well-known because of his in- 
volvement with national forest pro- 
tection, anti-police brutality activism, 
free food programs in a local park and 
teaching women's self-defense. Since 
his imprisonment, Jeff has continued 
to be extremely active and to fight op- 
pression with his words. 

On June 12, 2004, social and en- 
vironmental activists in eight coun- 
tries participated in an "International 
Day of Action" in solidarity with Jeff. 


fear. Some participants in the June 
12 day of action withstood intense 
harassment including being photo- 
graphed, videotaped and questioned. 
One group was even evicted due to 
the FBI hysteria. 

Since last year's Day of Action, sup- 
port for Jeff has continued to grow. 
People all over the world see Jeff as a 
political prisoner and acknowledge 
that his sentence is meant to deter 
resistance to oppression. As the po- 
litical climate in the US and abroad 
continues to become more corrupt 
and repressive, the conditions are 
ripe to expose the hypocrisy of the 
system. Opposition and dissent are 
needed now, possibly more than 
ever before. 

During the weekend of June 10-12, 
social justice activists from across the 
world are again called upon to show 
their outrage at Jeff's imprisonment 
and the continued abuse of dissident 
prisoners across the globe. State re- 
pression is meant as a deterrent to so- 
cial and environmental movements 



There is no central organizing 
body or group to check in with for 
the Weekend of Resistance, but the 
Jeff Luers Support Network can help 
by providing you with flyers, graph- 
ics, videos, zines and stickers. Begin 
planning your event now. Read more 
about Jeff's case and about other po- 
litical prisoners. Plan an action that 
makes sense for your area: a demon- 
stration, treesit, music festival, teach- 
in, stenciling campaign, rally, protest 
at an American consulate or embassy, 
or a public forum. Circulate peti- 
tions. Write letters to the governor 
of Oregon asking him to look into 
Jeff's case. Contribute to Jeff's legal 
defense. Do what you think is appro- 
priate. But please remember to think 
about how your actions could affect 
Jeff's upcoming appeal. Ask yourself: 


They organized nonviolent protests 
and community events to show their 
support for Jeff and their disgust at 
his cruel sentence. The FBI responded 
by creating a "Green Scare," sending 
out a memo warning of planned "ter- 
rorist attacks" by the "Earth Libera- 
tion Front" on that date. Of course, 
all of the events were peaceful and 
public, ranging from concerts and 
demonstrations to video showings 
and dinner parties. Even some main- 
stream media outlets recognized the 
FBI memo for what it was — a manip- 
ulative, dishonest attempt to incite 


everywhere. Jeff received a sentence 
of more than 22 years for an action 
that harmed no one. Typical arson 
charges in Oregon result in sentenc- 
es of less than five years. Last year, 
the judge from Jeff's case sentenced 
a man to 18 years for child molesta- 
tion. Charles Graner, Jr., responsible 
for the brutal torture and sexual ha- 
rassment of Iraqi prisoners of war at 
Abu Ghraib prison, received only 10 
years! Every day in every city, cops re- 
ceive little or no punishment for their 
crimes against the public. This cannot 
be tolerated! 


does this help or hurt Jeff? Does this 
strengthen the movement or weaken 
it in the long term? 

Fight for the political prisoners 
because they have fought for you — 
against racism and poverty, war and 
imperialism, and the pillaging of the 
natural world. They're in there for 
us — we are out here for them! 

For more information, contact Free's 
Defense Network, POB 3, Eugene, OR 
97440; freefreenow@mutualaid.org; 
www.freefreenow.org. For more infor- 
mation about political prisoners, visit 
www.thejerichomovement.com. 
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“ The day will come when the rest of the 
animal kingdom may acquire those 
rights which never could have been 
withheld from them but by the 
hand of tyranny ” 

—Jeremy Bentham 
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“ Finally , after 45 minutes, he was up. He pulled his 
gear up, and this tree was safe! There wasn t a logger 
around who could cut the tree down in the view of so 
many witnesses.... ” 

—May 20, 1985 
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The Tales We Are Told 



The impossible task is a common 
theme in fairy tales. An idealistic, 
young commoner seeking to escape 
a life of poverty and toil is confront- 
ed by a sly, immoral and tyrannical 
king. This king promises to fulfill the 
hero's wishes if the hero can com- 
plete a series of seemingly impossible 
tasks. Of course, the hero is able to 
succeed where no one else has — solv- 
ing puzzles with creativity, taming 
monsters with compassion and ap- 
proaching feats of strength with un- 
expected ingenuity. 

Although the hero returns tri- 
umphantly each time, the king 
always breaks their original 
bargain and assigns new 
and increasingly dif- 
ficult errands. The 
hero masters these 
as well; he never 
complains as the 
king bends the 
rules in his own 
favor, but merely 
trusts that determi- 
nation will benefit 
him in the end. 

And of course, 
it does. Eventu- 
ally, the king is so 
overcome by the 
purity and dedica- 
tion of the hero that he 
can resist no longer. The 
hero is granted his just reward, and 
everyone lives happily ever after. 

It might seem odd to suggest that 
this fairy tale is an accurate reflection 
of the mainstream model of social 
change, but I'm convinced that this is 
the case. Time and time again, we are 
told that the only acceptable, moral 
or civilized way to effect a change is 
through a series of inane tasks: peti- 
tions, ballot initiatives, elections and 
even peaceful demonstrations. 

Those in power know these tasks to 
be impossible — that's why the trials 


are assigned to us in the first place. 
And whenever we get close to a vic- 
tory, the rules are suddenly changed 
to render our victory void. Yet, even 
those who acknowledge the futility of 
the process still expect us to operate 
by its rules. Better to petition forever 
and fail than to embrace an unsanc- 
tioned method and succeed, they 
say. We are told to abide and hope, 
to await the arrival of some messianic 
figure who can succeed at the impos- 
sible: a victory against the status quo, 
achieved by following its own rules. 

We need to recognize that this hero 
will never come, 
that he is a 


myth 
told to 
keep us docile 
and disinterested in our own libera- 
tion. Yes, his idealism, dedication and 
ingenuity are his greatest weapons, 
and we must embrace them accord- 
ingly. But to attempt victory by meth- 
ods that are known to be impossible is 
the same as never trying at all. 

It's time we accept what we've 
known all along: The king is cruel, 
selfish and sly; his game benefits no 
one but himself; and he will not yield 
without a fight. We cannot win on his 
terms. It's time we make our own. 

— -Josh 


Earth First! (ISSN 1055-8411) July-August 200S, Volume 25, Issue 5, is published bimonthly by Daily 
Planet Publishing, 831 East 47th Street, Tucson, AZ 85713. US Subscriptions are $25. Outside the US, 
surface delivery is $40 and airmail is $50. Send subscriptions to PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Pe- 
riodicals Postage Paid at Tucson, Arizona. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Earth First!, PO Box 
3023, Tucson, AZ 85702-3023. 

Upcoming deadlines: July 1 • September 1 


Earth First! 

Lughnasadh 

July 1,2005 
Vol. 25, No. 5 

Earth First! is published by an edito- 
rial collective from within the Earth 
First! movement. Entire contents are 
copyrighted 2005. Please contact us for 
permission to reprint articles. Art, pho- 
tographs and poetry are copyrighted by 
individual artists and permission for use 
must be received from them directly. 

Earth First! is a forum for the no-com- 
promise environmental movement. Re- 
sponsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The con- 
tents do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this magazine, the Earth 
First! movement, local Earth First! groups 
or individual Earth Firstlers. 

We welcome submissions of articles, 
letters, poetry and art that put the Earth 
first, aid in healthy debate shaping the 
growth of the movement and advance 
the creation of a world free of speciesism, 
classism, racism, sexism, violence, exploi- 
tation and oppression. 

Article submissions should be typed or 
clearly printed. Art or photographs are 
desirable to illustrate articles and essays. 
We encourage submissions on Macintosh 
disks or via email. Send a SASE if you 
would like submissions returned. If you 
want confirmation of receipt of a submis- 
sion, please request it. 

All submissions are edited for length and 
clarity. If an article is significantly edited, 
we will make a reasonable effort to contact 
the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-841 1 Earth First! is indexed in 
the Alternative Press Index. Earth First! is 
recorded on microfilm by ProQuest, Inc. 

Please direct all correspondence to: 

Earth First! 

PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
(520) 620-6900 

collective@earthfirstjoumal.org 

www.earthfirstjoumal.org 

Bean Counter: Sky 

Editorial Collective: Carrie, Josh, Lenny, 
Oskar, Turtle 

Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Volunteers: Annie (x2), Bill, Emrys, Jeff, 
Jessica, Jonathan, Kathryn, Kylie, Lisa, 
Mary, Mona, Patrick, Peggy, Rebecca, 
Ryan, Samantha, Sistar, Sprocket, Steve, 
Tom, Vic Garlic, Wendy 
Front and Back Covers: Sprocket 
Inside Front: Mayfly 



Page 2 Earth First! Lughnasadh 2005 



Victory in Pepper Spray Torture Trial 


by Terri Compost 

On April 28, a California jury unani- 
mously found the direct application of 
pepper spray to protesters' eyes with Q-tips 
to be excessive force in violation of their 
constitutional rights (see EF!J November- 
December 2004). One juror said that the 
jury helped to set a precedent that "non- 
violent people should not have violence 
used against them." 

When asked if Humboldt County depu- 
ties would resume using pepper spray on 
nonviolent protesters, Sheriff Gary Philp 
acknowledged the defeat, saying, "We're 
not going to do a practice that is just going 
to put us back in court. " 

As one of the Pepper Spray 8, the 
plaintiffs in this case, I am grateful 
for this positive out- 
come. It was a long, 
hard haul. We went 
through three federal 
jury trials and appeals 
to the Ninth Circuit 
and Supreme Courts. 

In the end, each of us 
was awarded one dol- 
lar for the violation of 
our rights. The coun- 
ty and city insurance 
companies will hope- 
fully compensate our 
pro bono lawyers for 
their costs and fees 
(see page 40). 

This case was an 
important challenge 
to a dangerous new 
practice, invented 
by the Humboldt 
County Sheriffs' De- 
partment in 1997. For many years, 
the police had been using grinders 
to cut protesters out of lock boxes. 
Then they decided to use torture 
to force us to unlock. In three inci- 
dents where people protesting the 
logging of old-growth redwoods 
refused to unlock — the third being 
my action in the office of former 
US Representative Frank Riggs — the 
police swabbed pepper spray direct- 
ly into our eyes with Q-tips. When 
that wasn't successful, they fired full 
blasts into our efes from only three 


inches away. The police even video- 
taped themselves doing this. 

A line had been crossed. Pepper 
spray was not being used for self-de- 
fense as designed, but in a controlled, 
non-threatening situation. It was be- 
ing used to punish protesters, so that 
they would remain in pain whether or 
not they complied with the officers. 

I knew that it would be hard to con- 
vince eight average US people that the 
police had done something wrong. The 
plaintiffs twice offered to settle for no 
money, instead focusing on discon- 
tinuing the use of chemical weapons 
on nonviolent protesters. The county 
stonewalled, however, rejected our pro- 
posals and continued to waste taxpayer 
money by defending police brutality. 


Perhaps this had something to do with 
the fact that the county lawyer also rep- 
resents Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) in 
its ongoing Strategic Lawsuit Against 
Public Participation directed toward 
forest activists. The collusion between 
government and big business has re- 
mained quite clear in Humboldt. 

Throughout the litigation struggle, 
we continued to bring the dialogue 
back to the real travesty: the looting 
of Humboldt County's resources by 
PL. As we faced off in court, PL con- 
tinued its destruction, ripping apart 


forests and families. It is a tragic loss, 
and most people know it. How can 
this injustice continue? 

I feel joy and relief when I remember 
that we have won a small part of our 
struggle. I have such warmness in my 
heart for the hard work of all the good 
people who brought this success. Our 
legal team — the same folks who won 
Judi Bari's case against the FBI — was 
truly a group of righteous, amazing 
people who put their souls into this 
struggle. I thank them all profusely. 
My co-plaintiffs were also a fine collec- 
tion of beautiful people, and it was an 
honor and pleasure to stick it out with 
them. The support of people who came 
to the trial and filled the seats day after 
day really made a big difference, both 
to the outcome and 
in the sense of sup- 
port and community 
that I felt throughout. 
Humboldt County was 
well represented! And 
thank you to all of 
the people who wrote 
letters or contributed 
money and whose tax- 
es paid for this case. 
At least we still have 
the jury trial system to 
fall back on for some 
justice. Sometimes it 
even works. 

It is good to celebrate 
I our successes, and this 
| is certainly one. May 
s we live for a better 
world. May hope and 
wildness thrive. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit www.nopepperspray.org 
or contact the Bay Area Coalition 
for Headwaters, 2530 San Pablo Ave, 
Berkeley, CA 94702; (510) 835-6303; 
bach@headwaterspreserve.org; www. 
headwaterspreserve.org. 

Terri Compost, 41, lives in Oakland, 
California. She works as a naturalist 
with the American Youth Hostel's Adven- 
ture Program, is an organic gardener and 
curator of the BASIL seed library at the 
Ecology Center, a docent at the Oakland 
Museum of California and a longtime 
Food Not Bombs activist. 



The Pepper Spray 8 plaintiffs during their second trial, in September 2004 
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D EAR SFB 

Letters to the Editors 


Dear SFB, 

In the March-April issue, 
you gave a wolf to United 
Poultry Concerns President 
Karen Davis for her quote 
that the 9/11 attacks reduced 
suffering in the world because 
many of those who died in the 
attacks (drum roll please...) 
ate chicken. 

Whoa. Wait a second. Let 
me read that again, I found 
myself saying, not believing 
the EFIJ was applauding this 
woman's wingnut quote by 
giving her a wolf. 

The quote (I know only 
the context the Journal pro- 
vided) is exactly the type of 
eco-fascist, bizarre, myopic, 
single-issue insanity that 
sabotages efforts to build 
actual social movements 
around Earth-centered prin- 
ciples. The logic of this quote 
is that we should kill meat 
eaters to save chickens. 

That's insane. Based on 
the blurb you printed about 
this woman's organization, 
it seems pretty clear that 
her quote is setting back her 
own work. 

Presumably, the Journal 
was looking for a startled, 
misanthropic chuckle, but 
applauding this type of totally 
unstrategic, marginal perspec- 
tive seems pretty counterpro- 
ductive to the larger goals of 
saving the planet. 


Arguably this quote was 
worth reporting on (preferably 
under the heading “wingnut 
animal rights freaks you 
should stay far away from 
if you ever want to build a 
movement with the breadth 
and appeal to transform the 
system..."), but it definitely 
shouldn't be held upas worthy 
of celebration. 

If the Journal wanted to 
applaud courage and skill in 
expressing an important and 
under-reported analysis of 
9/1 1, 1 would humbly suggest 
that Ward Churchill might 
have been a more relevant 
choice for a quote. 

Dreaming of a stronger, 
smarter, more diverse move- 
ment to defend the Earth, 

— Patrick Reinsborough 

Dear SFB, 

Political writer Arthur Koes- 
tler once wrote that if Des- 
cartes had owned a poodle, 
he wouldn't have argued that 
animals are mindless automa- 
tons. While I'm thrilled that 
I got a "wolf" for saying that 
the 9/11 attacks, while terrible, 
reduced the amount of pain 
and suffering in the world by 
removing 3,000 chicken killers 
("consumers") from the planet, 
I’d welcome a poodle award 
as well (see EFIJ March-April 
2005). 1 used to walk poodles 
for well-to-do people in San 


Francisco, who pampered their 
captives as much as possible 
into becoming neurotic exten- 
sions of themselves. 

I dislike the strain in en- 
vironmentalism that blames 
domesticated animal victims, 
as in "blame the chickens, 
blame the cows" for despoil- 
ing nature and poisoning the 
Earth via feedlots and factory 
farms. These animals too are 
captive extensions of human 
malfeasance. It's not their 
fault they've been dragged 
from their natural homes 
and habitats into our species' 
manufactured hells seeping 
out in all directions. Likewise, 
a dog who has to stand there 
and be shaved to look like 
a manicured English hedge 
should not be further insulted 
by being falsely anthropo- 
morphized. Poodles are not 
depraved, destructive humans 
any more than the wild jungle 
fowl called "chicken" is a fac- 
tory farmer or a cockfighter. 
Why not pin a "Ted Nugent" 
or a "GW Bush" badge of in- 
famy on humans who willfully 
do bad things? 

Thanks for your attention, 
— Karen Davis 

Dear SFB, 

The letter from G . de LaMar in 
the Beltane issue kept referring 
to issues and asking, "Where 
was Sea Shepherd?" Now, it is 
obvious that this person does 
not like Sea Shepherd. Lots of 
people don't like us. Not that we 
care. But I do think that people 
should do a little research before 
making undocumented, un- 
substantiated accusations. 


First, the seal hunt is not 
conducted by poor people. 
Every single sealing captain 
makes more than I do as a 
captain involved with marine 
conservation. The average 
income of a sealing captain in 
Newfoundland from fishing 
is over $100K. The average 
income of a Newfoundland 
fisherman is over $40K. 

There is not a single aborigi- 
nal person involved in the East 
Coast seal hunt. In fact, the 
slaughter diminishes the seals 
for the Inuit of the far north who 
hunt the seals in the Summer. 

I don’t know what criteria 
LaMar uses to define "poor." 
I myself was raised in an East 
Coast Canadian fishing vil- 
lage. I was the eldest son of six 
children living with a single 
mother. I could tell LaMar a 
thing or two about poverty, but 
the reality of my experiences 
might disrupt his fantasies. 

Our opposition to the Ca- 
nadian seal slaughter is mo- 
tivated by conservation. The 
seals are threatened, not just 
by the hunt, but by global 
warming, which is literally 
melting the ice upon which 
the seals are born, and by 
toxic metal pollution and the 
decline of prey. 

It is also a threat to the recov- 
ery of the cod fish because of 
the disruption of prey-preda- 
tor relations between seals 
and fish, which has resulted 
in the increase of some spe- 
cies of fish to the detriment 
of others — like the cod. 

Given the opportunity and 
the space, Alex Cornelissen 
could have offered a more 
scientific case against the seal 
slaughter. But what is the point? 
The scientific case has already 
been presented more accu- 
rately by people like Dr. David 
Lavigne or Rebecca Aldworth 
of the Humane Society of the 
United States. What did our 
actions achieve? We elevated 
the awareness of this issue on 
a global level and as a result we 
have increased the political and 
economic pressure on Canada 
to end this mass killing. 

LaMar then ignorantly asks 
where Sea Shepherd is in refer- 
ence to US Navy Sonar tests. 
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We are very much involved in 
this issue. We were the first to 
expose and make the link be- 
tween Low Frequency Active 
Sonar and the killing of whales 
and dolphins off the Bahamas 
in 2001 . We received national 
and international coverage on 
the issue. Iguess LaMar was not 
watching television or reading 
the newspapers on that day . We 
not only continue to oppose so- 
nar testing, we also oppose the 
use of sonar by oil companies, 
most recently off Siberia. 

LaMar then accuses Sea 
Shepherd of doing nothing 
about salmon farming. This 
has also been a concern of 
ours for two decades. I have 
written extensively on this 
issue, and I have been widely 
published. As for active opposi- 
tion against salmon farming, 
I'm sorry LaMar but that is 
classified information on a 
need to know basis, and you 
don't need to know. 

He then goes on to ask what 
we are doing about drag trawl- 
ers. Gee, I don't know — how 
about dropping net rippers on 
the Tail of the Grand Banks? 
How about when we escorted 
the Cuban and Spanish drag 
trawlers off the Tail of the 
Banks in 1993, and I was ar- 
rested for that and faced life 
in prison? Fortunately, I was 
acquitted. We will be going 
to the Flemish Cap in a few 
months to drop more net 
rippers, LaMar, if you want to 
know where we will be. 

We have a full-time patrol 
vessel, intercepting poachers 
in the Galapagos National 
Park. We have supplied equip- 
ment to the rangers of Costa 
Rica's Cocos Island National 
Park. We are providing a 
patrol vessel to Colombia's 
Malpelo National Park to 
intercept poachers. We are in 
partnership with the rangers 
of Fernando National Park off 
Brazil to oppose illegal fish- 
ing. I recently met with the 
President of Senegal to work 
on a cooperative program to 
oppose illegal fishing off the 
West African coast. 

Where we are, LaMar, is out 
on the high seas doing what 
we can with the resources we 


have to defend and protect 
the oceans. My questions to 
you, LaMar, is: Where the 
fuck are you? 

Sincerely, 

— Captain Paul Watson 
Editors ' Note: For more cover- 
age of the Canadian seal hunt, 
see article on page 10. 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I'm an activist in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, who's 
been working for about two 
years now to create a frame- 
work for activist groups, 
intentional communities, 
politically aware subcultures 
and others who have come to 
face the unhappy reality that 
their groups and communities 
are not immune to rape, sexual 
assault and domestic violence. 
As such, these groups have to 


have mechanisms in place to 
constructively respond to 
survivors when they come 
forward to share their sto- 
ries and out their attackers. 
Moreover, these groups need 
to have a process in place to 
hold the attackers account- 
able for their actions, while 
respecting the individual 
needs of each survivor. 

To my knowledge, activist 
groups and other progressive 
communities almost univer- 
sally screw this up — and that is 
as slamming a critique of our 
movement as is possible. 

So I'm asking that this letter 
be published in an attempt to 
reach anyone and everyone 
with a plea for help. I am ask- 
ing for those who have been a 
part of a group or community 
that has responded to a survivor 


coming forward to get in touch 
with me and share the story of 
how your group responded — 
whether they responded posi- 
tively or negatively — and offer 
your critique of the response as 
well as your suggestions as to 
how the response could have 
been more respectful of the 
survivor and more positive in 
general. 

In addition to sharing sto- 
ries and critiques of group 
processes (and lack thereof) 
that you've experienced, I 
would also ask that people 
pass on any resources that 
they have uncovered — maga- 
zine issues, position papers, 
books and other resources that 
deal with these issues from 
more than a theoretical place 
and attempt to construct a 
continued on next page 





auna Qabala 


by Faith M. Walker 


Some tortoises are racing across Europe, wail- 
ing. When a male Hermann's tortoise (Testudo 
hermanni) finally locates a member of the larger 
sex, he proceeds to ram her shell and bite her 
legs, and generally attempts to stop her waltzing 
about, since he can mount but not mate when 
she's on the move. A female responds by rush- 
ing about in an exhausting display of stamina, 
testing the amorous male's endurance as well 
as assessing his sweet talk. Like many tortoises, 
this species only vocalizes during courtship. The 
male, while mounted, unleashes his mating cry, 
a high-pitched, squeaky wail. His chelonian 
cherub is impressed if it's very squeaky and 
very fast — so impressed that she'll copulate 
with her clambering, carapaced caller. 

Smaller males have sex at a younger age and 
are more athletic than their beefy brethren, 
and thus are more successful in their quest for 
females when roaming across the landscape. 
They're also better at delivering high-pitched 
calls. Hence, there's selection for smaller males. 
Further, tortoises with rapid wailings have 
higher aerobic capacities than more lackadaisi- 
cal callers, so rate is a good indication of fitness. 
Thus, this is another example of an honest 
signal of male quality: a female uses a suitor's 
call to judge his health and vigor, and benefits 
by birthing small, sexy squeakers. 
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process for communities to 
actively respond. 

Finally a quick recognition 
that yes, I am a man doing this 
work. Just to speak in general 
terms for a moment, rape and 
domestic violence are social 
manifestations of men's weak- 
nesses and problems. 

For the most part, men are 
the ones who are creating the 
need for safe shelters and rape 
crisis centers, and as such men 
should feel a large degree of 
collective responsibility to- 
ward dealing with these prob- 
lems and supporting survivors. 
Moreover, women have been 
trying to end rape and domes- 
tic violence for thousands of 
years — it's about time they get 
some help from men. 

To get in touch or to offer 
help please contact me at Apt. 
1 B, 445-5th Ave N, Saskatoon, 
SK, S7K 2P8, Canada or email 
me at dlyonsmorgan@yahoo. 
ca, although paper mail is al- 
ways preferred to email! 

Thanks in advance for any 
help you can give me. 

— Dave 

Dear Opinions for Brains, 

A few statements in the Eo- 
star issue deserve comment. 

Jim Flynn's comments: 
Fact is, alliances between EF! 
(and other eco-activists) and 
indigenous people are more 
extensive than "occasional" 
or "not very often." Granted, 
not all EFlers work the eco- 
indigenous realm, but the 
last several decades brought 


many examples of long-term, 
highly critical alliances that 
still evolve and grow. 

Black Mesa in Dinetah ("4 
corners"); anti-nuke/anti- 
mining struggles in Newe 
Sogobia ("Nevada"); Buffalo 
Field Campaign in the Greater 
Yellowstone; the rainforests in 
Canada; and Minnehaha in 
Minnesota are a few (on this 
continent) highly successful 
and evolutionary interrela- 
tionships that this Movement 
cultivated across cultural and 
racial lines. These efforts ex- 
perienced serious issues and 
problems through the years, 
yet they continue to evolve. 

While it is understandable 
that people not working this 
realm would not recognize 
the depth and scope of these 
historic struggles and the alli- 
ances they foster, they should 
be cautious with objective 
assessments of such revolu- 
tionary developments. Earth 
First! is a movement — not 
an organization — and thus 
represents a diverse, multi- 
faceted plethora of angles and 
approaches to defending Earth 
and Life. 

Nobody can say all EFlers 
should work on indigenous 
cultural preservation and 
land-rights struggles — or that 
all EFlers should sit in trees; 
file appeals and lawsuits; sab 
hunts or labs; work w/poor 
urban communities on rac- 
ism/police brutality issues; vote 
(or not vote); blockade roads 
and occupy offices; riot, spike 
trees, wrench 'dozers or torch 


developments (or not riot, 
spike trees, wrench 'dozers or 
torch developments); attend 
(or quit) graduate school; or 
tour as radikal musicians, art- 
ists, writers and performers. All 
these approaches and more will 
do the job; humyns made the 
mess — humyns must fix it. 

The fantasy of humyn ex- 
tinction solving the problems 
represents a dangerous cop- 
out: Hundreds of thousands 
of years hence, the biotic com- 
munity would face continual 
"detonation" of the chemical, 
bacteriological and radioac- 
tive time-bombs with which 
our wonderful species littered 
the globe— from the ocean 
bottom to the Moon. Alli- 
ances between diverse humyn 
communities are a necessary, 
vital component to the task, 
especially with cataclysmic 
climate change, peak fossil-fuel 
production, and lack of arable 
land and clean water. 

In this sense, there is a 
place for humanity within 
the Movement — and efforts 
by activists and indigenous 
peoples to promote and sup- 
port the physical, mental, 
spiritual, emotional and 
communal health of eco- 
revolutionaries are crucial to 
the survival of the biotic com- 
munity. Nothing here con- 
fronts ecocentrism; indeed, it 
represents crucial underpin- 
nings to the survival, spread 
and flourishing of ecocentric 
ways necessary to stop the 
slaughter of Life itself. 

The Indigenous Ones know 
this, which is one reason why 
indigenous cultural preserva- 
tion is a vital component of 
Revolutionary Ecology. 

A great humyn die-off may 
be inevitable and necessary, but 
that is not enough to prevent 
ecological collapse. Flumyns 
affiliating with ecocentrism 
increase the chances for long- 
term survival for all species. 

Swamp Thing's gem of 
wisdom re: affinity cells 
proactively assessing their 
actions: Our work is much 
easier if we are receptive to the 
perspectives of poor/working 
classes also being driven into 
hell by corporate capitalism. 


We learn from them— and 
they from us. 

Che Guevara was very 
wise, and understood that a 
guerilla movement without 
support from common folk 
is doomed. While such alli- 
ances are not always possible, 
in many places they thrive: 
Katuah, for instance, or the 
gardens projects in the cit- 
ies. "EFlers" are not the only 
people picking up the pen, 
the videocam, the U-lock, the 
wrench — or the torch.... 

Kathy Nelson's disappoint- 
ing rant brings to mind a 
poignant statement an awe- 
some African-American labor 
organizer from Oakland, CA 
made when addressing the 
EF! Organizers' Conference 
in 2003: "Show these people 
from the '60s to the door!" 

That statement seemed 
prejudiced — based on gen- 
erational divisions — but soon 
I understood him. Many in 
that generation labor under 
the misconception that they 
were the first and last word 
in "revolution." 

This privilege-based, self- 
centered arrogance among 
the white middle class (the 
"Crown of Creation") ruined 
the last revolutionary effort 
and left poorer, non white com- 
munities vulnerable to violent, 
crushing repression. Facing 
the greatest mass extinction 
in Earth's history, we cannot 
afford to hide and reminisce. 

Timothy Leary knew noth- 
ing of ecocentrism, environ- 
mental justice, or Earth-based 
cultures and struggles; his 
soapbox was more about 
individual freedoms than 
anything else. Abbie Hoffman 
was more cognizant of per- 
spectives outside his subcul- 
ture, race and class — but his 
own self-absorption enabled 
the Man to silence him. 

Ms. Nelson's withdrawal 
from the EF!] roster felt like 
more of that "things-aren't- 
going-according-to-my-ex- 
pectations-so-I-quit!" mindset 
that ultimately washed out 
the Woodstock Nation. Sorry, 
Kathy — it sounds like you 
know where the door is.... 

— Strider Longshanks 



Obviously, the Journal editors 
will print long letters, but please 
try hard to keep your “Dear Shit 
fer Brains’ submissions to 300 
words or less! 


Earth First! Journal 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702-3023 

collective@earthfirstjoumal.org 
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What’s So Revolutionary About 



Bari warriors shooting arrows at Coal (Death) at a protest in Caracas, Venezuela 


uelan Coal? 


by Christian Guerrero 

In recent months, the Venezuelan government has an- 
nounced its intentions to quadmple its extraction of coal in 
the western state of Zulia — from eight million to 36 million 
metric tons per year. This long-term, energy-sector expansion 
project falls into a much larger development plan, which has 
come into sharp conflict with communities and environmen- 
tal interests in the region. In seeming contrast to the anti-im- 
perialist rhetoric of President Hugo Chavez Frias, Big Coal and 
Big Oil figure heavily into Venezuela's plans for development 
and "revolutionary process." But indigenous communities 
and radical ecologists throughout the region are fighting back 
in defense of the land, the water and their way of life. 

Exploiting the Sierra de Perija 

Zulia has historically been the cradle of the nation's oil 
wealth, generating hundreds of billions of dollars for for- 
eign oil companies since the 1920s. It is also a region where 
many traditional indigenous communities continue to 
defend their last-remaining ancestral lands. For decades, 
Bari, Yukpa and Wayuu tribes have resisted encroachment 
by oil, mining, ranching and timber interests. 

In the last 15 years, entire Wayuu communities have 
been forced off of their lands in the Guasare-Socuy river 
valley in northwestern Zulia, immediately north of the 
Sierra de Perija mountain range. The primary culprit in 
the relocation has been the metal-laden dust produced by 
two open-pit coal mines run by Corpozulia (the regional 
development agency), along with foreign, private mining 
firms. Exposure to this dust can cause pneumoconiosis, a 
respiratory disease that can also lead to lung cancer. The 
government wants to increase the volume of coal exploit- 
ed in the region, with new mining concessions spanning 
more than 620,000 acres — an area that includes the entire 
eastern foothills region of the Sierra de Perija. 

Dividing Venezuela and Colombia, the Sierra de Perija is 
home to one of Venezuela's premier national parks, with 


humid to subhumid tropical rainforests and high-moun- 
tain grasslands extending across 700,000 acres. The park 
harbors such rare fauna as the black eagle, capuchin mon- 
key and Andean bear. The Sierra de Perija is a key source of 
fresh water in the region, birthing rivers and rich riparian 
ecosystems that are also important sources of food secu- 
rity for river basin communities. 

The ecologically rich Sierra de Perija is also the premier 
coal reserve in the country, with estimated deposits of 400 
million metric tons. 

More than Mining 

Zulia's state capital, Maracaibo, with a sprawling popu- 
lation of approximately three million, has always had se- 
vere water shortages — in spite of being the most developed 
metropolis in western Venezuela. The Tule and Manuelote 
reservoirs — the city's only sources of fresh water — are fed 
by the Cachiri, Socuy and Mache rivers, all of which origi- 
nate in the Sierra de Perija. The region has already seen 
its water supply contaminated by coal-mining operations, 
which use the Socuy river to "wash" coal during the col- 
lection and separation processes. Ironically, Maracaibo sits 
on the coast of Lake Maracaibo, one of the largest freshwa- 
ter lakes in the world. Contaminated by decades of oil ex- 
ploitation, Lake Maracaibo is no longer safe to swim in. 

In addition to increased coal mining, Chavez has cho- 
sen Zulia as the site for Puerto America — a mega-industrial 
seaport for the export of coal, oil, petrochemicals and oth- 
er "goods" (or bads) to the US and Europe. Puerto America 
would be built atop three islands at Lake Maracaibo's out- 
let to the Gulf of Venezuela. These islands are home to 
unique, artisan fishing communities, which maintain a 
modest lifestyle and a close relationship with nearby Los 
Olivitos, a nature preserve for rare sea birds. 

Chavez's plans also include a coal-powered electric plant 
and an extensive railway system to facilitate the transporta- 
tion of coal to the proposed seaport. According to Corpozulia, 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
these expanded coal concessions and parallel transportation 
projects are set to begin next year, with hundreds of millions 
of dollars in funding from the World Bank. 

Indigenous Resistance 

Since the government announced its plans to increase 
the volume of coal exploited in Zulia, indigenous commu- 
nities and environmental groups of all colors have banded 
together in a resistance movement to save Maracaibo's wa- 
ter sources and the Sierra de Perija. 

On March 18, a crowd of 3,000, mostly Yukpa and Bari, 
marched 12 miles to the city of Machiques, a small farm- 
ing town dose to the proposed mining concessions. After 
reaching the city, the crowd overtook the central plaza for 
a rally and occupied the mayor's office, shooting arrows 
and breaking though the front door. Their main slogan: 
"No al Carbon [Coal] en la Sierra de Perija." 

Earlier that month, a Chilean mining company called 
MIACCA announced that two of its coal transport trucks 
had been "destroyed" and a Chilean mining engineer 
had been kidnapped. Shortly afterward, Bari warriors 
released the captive engineer unharmed and admitted 
responsibility for "disabling" the two transport trucks. 
The warriors declared their total opposition to coal min- 
ing in the Sierra de Perija. 

Then on March 31, thousands 
of protesters took to the streets 
of Caracas in an attempt to per- 
sonally meet with Chavez and 
ask him for the cancellation 
of the expanded concessions. 

The protesters also demanded 
the immediate recognition of 
indigenous lands, as outlined 
in Venezuela's new "Bolivarian 
Constitution" and Indigenous 
Territory Demarcation Law. 

Hundreds of protesters traveled 
overnight in a five-bus caravan 
from Zulia, a mostly indigenous 
contingent composed of Wayuu 
from the Guasare-Socuy valley (communities already affected 
by mines in their region) and Yukpa and Bari from the Sierra 
de Perija (communities resisting the opening of new mines 
in their territories). A large group of university students and 
adults from Maracaibo also joined the caravan; among them 
were former mine employees protesting the lack of health 
and safety standards in the mining operations. 

These groups were met in Caracas by hundreds of pro- 
testers from throughout Venezuela, representing a wide 
spectrum of social, human rights and environmental 
groups. Many of those who attended are supporters of the 
populist Chavez government and its sociopolitical move- 
ment, the "Bolivarian revolutionary process," but they 
feel that the plans of the coal industry are not in the best 
interests of Zulia or the local communities. 

The demonstration ended late in the evening, without 
a meeting with Chavez. The president was "too busy" to 
attend to the thousands of protesters in the streets because 
he was in a high-profile meeting with the Argentinean soc- 
cer legend and renowned party animal, Diego Maradona. 


The next day, Corpozulia paid for full-page, color 
publicity spots disguised as editorials in all of the local 
Chavez-friendly newspapers, leading one to suspect that 
the ads' claims of a "commitment to the environment 
and the affected communities" were meant to equate 
coal with the progress of the "Bolivarian revolution" in 
people's minds. The reality is that behind these green- 
washing projects lies a greater development plan, one 
that receives little attention. 

Connecting the Dots 

All of the development projects in question have been 
negotiated behind closed doors and without the consent of 
local communities. The appropriate question to ask would 
be: Who is at the drawing board when it comes to these 
long-term energy and transportation plans? The names of 
the multinational corporations investing in the region are 
too many to list, but they include all of the usual suspects in 
Big Oil— ChevronTexaco being Chavez's favorite darling. 

The Venezuelan Ministry of Development and Planning 
calls the coordinated Zulia initiatives the "Western Axis of 
Development," which is one of three axes designated for 
Venezuela within the South American Regional Infrastruc- 
ture Integration Initiative (URSA). 

Funded in part by the Inter-American Development Bank 
and the Andean Development Corporation, I1RSA is a re- 
gional initiative aimed at in- 
tegrating and synchronizing 
strategic infrastructure projects, 
which will facilitate a "more ef- 
ficient" exploitation of human 
and natural resources. URSA 
seeks multi-state cooperation 
and funding for a wide range of 
sectors, such as transportation 
(land, sea and air), information 
technology and communica- 
tions, borders, ports and energy 
markets. Zulia's coal industry 
and Puerto America are the cor- 
nerstones of Venezuela's partic- 
ipation in URSA, mostly because 
they facilitate a gradual connection of South America to the 
Central American infrastructural integration initiative, Plan 
Puebla Panama (PPP) (see EF!J November-December 2004). 
Along with the recently announced gas pipeline between 
Colombia and Venezuela ( Gasoducto Trans-Guajira) and the 
largest heavy crude oil reserves in the Western Hemisphere 
in Venezuela's Orinoco river basin, the Zulia projects have al- 
lowed Chavez, Colombian President Alvaro Uribe and their 
closest associates in Big Coal and Big Oil to secure 50 years 
worth of cheap and reliable fossil fuels for the First World's 
unsustainable and growing energy markets. 

Unlike other international "cooperation" initiatives 
such as the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), PPP or 
even Plan Colombia — which are overtly despised by the 
Venezuelan government — IIRSA has received little or no 
local media attention. This is because Venezuela's govern- 
ment has been openly in favor of the initiative, marketing 
it as a step toward Simon Bolivar's dream of a united South 
America composed of independent states. But what is not 
being discussed are the social and ecological impacts that 
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Venezuelans and 
Appalachians Unite! 


by Communities Against Coal 

Indigenous people in Venezuela are rising up against 
large-scale coal projects that threaten their communities. 
Meanwhile, Mountain Justice Summer is raising hell in Ap- 
palachia, igniting a mass movement to dethrone King Coal 
once and for all (see page 16). All around the world, power- 
hungry and unimaginative politicians continue to support 
archaic fossil-fuel industries, with coal leading the way; 
and all around the world, local communities are resisting. 

Organizers in Appalachia and Venezuela have been 
coordinating, plotting a hemisphere-wide alliance of 
grassroots groups. After all, the coal companies are inter- 
national; it only makes sense that the resistance be as well. 
Ideally, this network will include folks from the coalfields, 
indigenous people defending their land and sovereignty, 
environmental justice groups fighting the poison spewed 
by coal plants, and anyone who is harmed by coal extrac- 
tion, processing, transportation or burning. 

Together, we are planning local actions for the Day of Ac- 
tion Against Climate Change, a project of anti-G8 organiz- 
ing in Scotland. We plan to put forth a coordinated message 
against coal as a primary energy source and use the flurry of 
international activity to highlight our local struggles. 

We invite you to join us on July 8! Is there a mercury-rid- 
den coal plant near you? Are you sick of seeing mountains 
bulldozed for cheap electricity? Take action to educate your 
community about a local social and environmental hazard, 
or simply to express your solidarity with battles being waged 
in Venezuela, Appalachia and elsewhere. 



Anarchist punks in Caracas, Venezuela, protest 
in solidarity with indigenous tribes. 


Or join us in Richmond, Virginia, as we descend on the 
headquarters of Massey Energy, the most heinous coal cor- 
poration in the Eastern US. Bring your affinity group and 
plans for decentralized action! 

Nationally and internationally, we must make it clear 
that coal kills, whether in the coalfields of Appalachia, 
the jungles of Venezuela or the low-income urban neigh- 
borhoods where it's burned. 

For more information or to join the growing network 
of anti-coal activists, contact communitiesagainstcoal@ 
yahoo.com; mountainjusticesummer@yahoo.com; or, in 
Spanish, noalcarbon@riseup.net. 

Day of Action Against 
Climate Change • July 8 


these “cooperation projects" will have on local communi- 
ties and the natural environment. 

The campaign to stop coal mining and save Maracaibo's 
water and the Sierra de Perija has opened a much larger can of 
worms. “No al PPP" and “No al URSA" have become standard 
messages that activists in these struggles are using to connect 
the dots between the many industrial development projects 
taking place in the region. This has not come without a propa- 
ganda backlash from the "revolutionary government." 

Propaganda Wars 

On April 22, an Earth Day march to Corpozulia's head- 
quarters in Maracaibo turned into a media stunt propagated 
by General Carlos Martinez Mendoza, head of Corpozulia. 
As with many other important positions in the Venezuelan 
government, military officers in business suits are calling the 
shots at Corpozulia. Martinez, getting word of yet another 
annoying indigenous protest, called for a rally of coal sup- 
porters in front of the office. Contracting coal truckers and 
other Corpozulia mining employees, the "counter-march" 
was reminiscent of the tactics of anti-Chavez forces during 
their fights with the president’s supporters in 2002 and 2004. 
Martinez claimed that the counter-march was spontaneous 


and that he was surprised to see the "overwhelming support 
for Zulia's mining industry." He failed to explain how the 
"spontaneous" counter-march had arranged for streets to be 
blocked off by police and for a huge rally stage with concert- 
like sound equipment to be set up in front of Corpozulia. 

The original, anti-Corpozulia march was organized by 
the Union of Alternative Collectives (UCA), a broad group 
of radical ecologists, music bands, and video and street art- 
ists. This Earth First!esque collective has been carrying out 
a popular education campaign by visiting various commu- 
nities that are slated to be affected by the proposed mining 
and transportation projects. By making face-to-face con- 
tact with the communities, conducting workshops, and 
sharing experiences, video documentaries and music, this 
collective has done a considerable job in revealing how all 
the development projects are intimately connected. 

For more information about how you can help fight 
coal mining and save the rivers and mountains of the 
Sierra de Perija, contact UCA, noalcarbon@riseup.net; 
www.noalg8.contrapoder.org.ve. 

Christian Guerrero is an international green and black pro- 
paganda agent and freelance troublemaker, Latin American Di- 
vision. He can be contacted at guerrero@riseup.net. 


July-August 2005 Earth First! Page 9 


Confronting the Slaughter 


ON THE FRONTLINES OF 



I T IS JUST BEFORE SUNSET AT THE END OF 

another crisp, clear day out on the ice. It is also the eve 
of Canada's commercial harp seal hunt, and a friend and 
I have climbed up to the crow's nest of the Farley Mowat 
to better take in our surroundings. We had desperately 
wanted to travel to the ice floes in the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
to play our part in disrupting the largest marine mammal 
slaughter in the world; early the next morning, the killing 
would begin (see EF!J March-April 2005). 

This moment was a long time in coming. Following years of 
reading stories and watching video footage that showed the 
gruesome nature of the Canadian seal hunt, 1 had regularly 
felt at a loss, without any real way to contribute to ending 
this massacre. My friend and I knew that the only place we 
wanted to be was onboard the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society’s vessel. For the first time since 1998, the ship was 
poised and ready for action out on the ice. 

Sea Shepherd cut its teeth protesting Canada's seal hunt 
in the 1970s, and Captain Paul Watson was proud that his 
was a maverick, direct-action organization, committed to 
defending the world's oceans. 

"The days of being manipulated by the moderates were 
over. We made no excuses. We sank ships, we rammed 
ships, we made waves, rocked the boat, and stood up to 
proclaim that we were mad as hell and definitely did not 
intend to take it anymore." These words echoed loudly as 
I read passages from Watson's book Ocean Warrior. 

I, too, was mad as hell that the seal hunt continues even 
after so many years of protest. I expected the next morning 
to be full of action, yet incredibly gut-wrenching as well. 

Heavy winds and rain rolled in under the cover of dark- 
ness that night. Initially, we thought that these conditions 
might postpone the killing, but soon we caught glimpses 


of hunters out on the ice in the distance — their hakapiks 
raised in the air. 

I was aware that if we were to be effective in coming be- 
tween the sealers and the seals, we would need to suspend 
our emotions temporarily. Time and again, I watched sealers 
run quickly across the ice, hit a seal on the head as many 
as nine times in a row, drag the lifeless body back to the 
boat, haul it onboard and scurry off to the next kill. A few 
moments later, what was left of the seal's carcass would be 
thrown overboard. 

Our captain didn't want to rush into a plan of action 
hastily. We would sit back for a while and watch the events 
unfold around us. The waiting hardened my spirit. 

H undreds of thousands of baby seals 

endure an immeasurable amount of suffering each 
Spring so that their skins can be turned into fur coats. These 
infants are between 12 days and four months old, and many 
have not even taken their first swim or eaten their first solid 
meal when they are killed. After being struck by a hakapik, 
many pups, with blood seeping from their bodies, will cling 
to life for hours before they pass silently away. The blood- 
stains cover large swaths of ice, and thousands of carcasses 
are left behind to rot — far from the public eye. 

Several years ago, the Canadian Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO) announced a kill quota of 975,000 harp 
seals and 30,000 hood seals between 2003 and 2005. In 
short, DFO declared war on the seals. 

When European explorers first came to the eastern coast of 
Canada, an estimated 30 million harp, hood and gray seals 
were thriving. Today, after years of overfishing of the cod 
population and overhunting of the seals, many scientists and 
environmentalists argue that the annual hunt has become 
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a threat to the survival of these species. Even the US Senate 
passed a resolution earlier this year, urging the Canadian 
government to end the commercial hunt of seals. 

Yet Canadian Minister of Natural Resources John Efford 
maintains, "I would like to see the six million seals, or 
whatever number is out there, killed and sold, or destroyed 
or burned. I do not care what happens to them. The more 
they kill, the better I will love.it." 

B ackon the storm-plagued ice, a handful 

of sealing boats were in trouble and issued distress 
calls over the radio. These small, wooden boats would 
not be able to successfully navigate the ice floes without 
assistance from the Canadian Coast Guard. But the Coast 
Guard told many of these sealers that they would simply 
have to wait in line to be rescued. Out of the two Coast 
Guard icebreakers in the vicinity, one was preoccupied 
watching over our ship. 

Knowing that the kill quota would be filled in just three 
to five days, each boat of sealers was in a hurry to capture 
as many seals as it could. We were perched near one such 
boat, the Newfoundland Leader, when the Coast Guard's 
Amundsen made itself known. 

Via the radio, officials gave us warning that we were in 
violation of the Seal Protection Act by being within a half 
nautical mile of sealing activity without a permit. They 
said that we needed to move our vessel 
further from the sealing boat, or action 
would be taken against us. 

Out on the ice, there really was no- 
where to go — and we didn't want to 
leave anyway. Then, looking out the 
starboard windows, I saw the Amund- 
sen barreling toward us and picking 
up speed — plowing past the seals in its 
path, clearly on a collision course with 
the Farley Mowat. 

It was a near miss, as our ship got 
out of the way just in time. Someone 
on the Amundsen radioed to inform us 
that he had orders to take whatever action was necessary 
to stop us. He suggested that our captain inform the crew 
to clear the bow of the Farley Mowat for our own safety. 
When the Coast Guard was asked if this was a threat, the 
radio was quiet. 

Next, it was a sealing boat, the Gulf Clipper, that was at- 
tempting to ram us, backing its stern at full speed toward 
our bow. We again backed away to avoid a collision. I was 
told that Sea Shepherd didn't want to face an endless legal 
battle over which boat did the ramming — it would be our 
word against theirs. Plus, our captain didn't want us out of 
commission only a few hours into the hunt. He was focused 
on documenting the atrocity of the killing. 

Even just observing with our cameras, not even out on 
the ice ourselves, we were still a threat. The captain of the 
Gulf Clipper came out and pointed a rifle at one of our crew. 
The radio was going wild with threats directed toward us 
from countless sealers. 

Later that day, I noticed a number of seals between us and 
a sealing boat. Though we were closer, the sealers aboard 
the Avalon Venture were dosing in fast. We pulled the Farley 


Mowat up to the pan of ice, and 16 crewmembers jumped 
out and ran to the seals. 

By the time we reached them, a handful had already 
been taken. Yet using our presence, we were able to protect 
another group of seal pups huddled together. The sealers 
avoided confrontation and went to where they would not 
be bothered. 

As I watched the sealers leave, I wished we could encircle 
the Avalon Venture and block it from going off to kill more 
seals. But there was open water everywhere, interspersed with 
the solid ice, and the Avalon Venture was fast and mobile. 
I knew that we had protected these particular seals for the 
moment, and we had given them a chance to survive. But 
wherever the Avalon Venture was headed, other seals would 
be the victims. This interaction would help me realize that 
even here out on the ice, we could do nothing to stop the 
quota from being reached this year. 

W E WOULD ULTIMATELY HAVE JUST AS MANY 

encounters with living seals as we had with the 
sealers. I know I was not the first to feel that harp seals 
are some of the most beautiful and gentle creatures on the 
planet. The Sea Shepherd crew sprayed organic dye on the 
backs of the seal pups when we could, a few dozen indi- 
viduals in total, hoping that if these seals came in contact 
with sealers, their "ruined, " unmarketable pelts would spare 
their lives. 

The seal pelt industry would not be 
economically viable if it weren't for the 
subsidies doled out by the Canadian 
government, which spends millions 
of dollars to provide icebreakers, heli- 
copters and Coast Guard personnel to 
regulate the hunt. 

The Farley Mowat continued to push 
through the ice. The remains of dozens 
of seal carcasses littered the landscape, 
which was now a thousand shades of 
red. These seals, skinned on the ice, 
looked at us with what was left of their 
hollow, vacant eyes. Not entirely dead- 
ened to all that we had seen up until this point, much of 
the crew fell silent. If we had been there sooner, perhaps we 
could have intervened. Again, we grasped that we couldn't 
cover the entire area of the hunt with our solitary boat; we 
needed an entire fleet. 

T hen came the last day I spent at the 

hunt. About a mile away, a sealing boat sat locked 
in the ice. As 18 of us approached the Brady Mariner crew 
on foot, I could not make out any sealing activity on their 
part, although the sealers would later claim that they were 
indeed out hunting. 

A confrontation swiftly ensued, and harsh words were 
exchanged. The captain of the Brady Mariner was clearly 
agitated. Several of the Sea Shepherd volunteers were as- 
saulted — some were punched in the face; others had their 
cameras hit with hakapiks and clubs. None of these seal 
advocates responded with any sort of physical aggression, 
and the entire exchange was captured on film. 

continued on next page 


IF ALL OF THE SEALS 
THAT WERE KILLED 
THIS YEAR WERE LINED 
UP END TO END, THEIR 
DEAD BODIES WOULD 
SPAN APPROXIMATELY 
200 MILES. 
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Sea Shepherd faces off with the Canadian Coast Guard. 


continued from previous page 

As hastily as we came together, the two parties split up 
to return to our respective ships. Yet more trouble was on 
the horizon: The Amundsen was fast approaching. Before 
everyone on our crew could make it safely back to the Farley 
Mowat, this towering Coast Guard vessel pulled up to block 
our return passage. 

We tried to find ways around the Amundsen, but this 
proved to be extremely difficult. It was awkward to run on 
the ice, and it seemed unsafe to hide where the Coast Guard 
might unknowingly crush us or our own ship might leave 
us behind. Eleven of us were arrested out on the ice — some 
transported to the Amundsen by helicopter, others dragged 
across the ice and hauled up the gangplank. The arresting 
officers used threats and pain compliance holds to try to 
force us to cooperate, with very limited success. 

From our jail cell on Prince Edward Island, I reminded 
myself that the real heroes out on the remote ice floes are 
the young seals who struggle so valiantly — the seals who 
would raise their heads high in the air, with their mouths 
open wide, as a sealer hovered above them. 

Much to the chagrin of the prosecutor, we argued that 
even if bail were set, we would not pay it; we would stay in 
jail on hunger strike until released. The day after our arrest, 
our judge commented that people are allowed to protest 
and that protests will continue as long as the seal hunt 
continues. He released us without bail. We made it clear 
that Sea Shepherd intends to challenge the "Seal Protection 
Act" regulations in court. 

W HILE WE WERE TIED UP IN THE COURTHOUSE, 

a film crew from the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare (IFAW) and various representatives of the media 
were assaulted by sealers on the ice. One sealer fired warn- 


ing shots into the air. I'm told that during previous years, 
there has been a media blackout in Canada in regards to 
the seal hunt. This year, Canadian journalists were shot at, 
the hunt made national and international headlines, and 
everywhere we went in the Maritime provinces, people were 
aware of what was happening to the seal pups. 

I'm sure that the very presence of the Farley Mowat helped 
generate this attention. From the boat, more than 100 in- 
terviews were conducted with the international press. 

By the end of the hunt in the gulf region, two sealing 
boats had sunk, others were abandoned and still others were 
damaged due to the severe weather. One Newfoundland 
sealer was overheard on the radio saying, "These seals ain't 
worth this trouble." 

F ollowing our arrest, there was no easy 

way for us all to get back to the ship, which was still 
positioned out in the gulf. So while I headed for home, 
the Farley Mowat sailed north to the Labrador Front for 
the second phase of the killing. This voyage marked the 
first time that a conservation ship had traveled the coast of 
Newfoundland while surrounded by the sealing fleet. What 
transpired was similar to what I witnessed in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. Once again, the regional kill quota was reached 
in just a couple of days. 

According to Captain Watson, "We were the first group into 
the ice and the last group to leave. We will be back next year, 
hopefully with a better ship and more resources." Watson 
believes that this year was the strongest protest against the 
seal slaughter since the 1980s — with participation from Sea 
Shepherd, helicopters from IFAW and the Humane Society 
of the US (HSUS) flying to the ice daily to document events, 
and dozens of protests held around the world. 

I agree that this year was a peak in recent protests against 
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the seal hunt. But we didn't sink or ram ships like reading 
Ocean Warrior had promised me; more importantly, we 
didn't stand up and proclaim that we did not intend to 
take it anymore. We watched thousands of seals being 
slaughtered from a distance. Then we made some waves 
and rocked the boat a little. 

When I first climbed onboard the Farley Mowat, I was told 
that the seal campaign would be broken into two segments. 
First, there would be a photo shoot, with celebrities posing 
with the seals to generate media attention. Then when the 
hunt started, activists would take to the ice. 

But when the hunt started, there wasn't much oppor- 
tunity to go out onto the ice because it was so broken up. 
It also seemed as though Sea Shepherd's primary goal was 
actually to document what happened and that disruption 
would happen only if and when the opportunity presented 
itself. And only at the crew's urging. 

While I do feel strongly that we were heavily outnumbered 
and that public opinion is what will ultimately determine 
the future of the seal hunt, I believe that Sea Shepherd's 
role is to be the uncompromising force amongst the seal 
defenders. IFAW and HSUS take plenty of disturbing foot- 
age and photographs, of the slaughter each year — with 
their vast resources, photographers and helicopters that 
allow them to travel to the heart of the killing. If the hunt 
continues, maybe next year Sea Shepherd will be successful 
in creatively generating attention with its ship by engaging 
in more direct action. 

I imagine that the entire Sea Shepherd crew left the ice 
understanding the issues surrounding the hunt more inti- 
mately. As in any campaign, it is my hope that this group 
does not internalize what it saw, and that we will use our 
knowledge and experience to play a role in stopping the 
hunt in the months to come. It is our responsibility to cry 
out now, before any more bloodshed can take place. 

A “SEAL FORUM,” WHERE PEOPLE WILL HAVE 

an opportunity to discuss the next multi-year seal 
management plan, is being planned by DFO for this Fall. 
In preparation for that event, DFO announced in May 
that based upon recent scientific information and "eye- 
ball estimates" from sealers, the harp seal population is 
estimated at 5.9 million individuals — up from 5.5 million 
seals in 2000. 

"These figures clearly indicate that the harp seal population 
remains stable and healthy, and that the hunt is managed 
in a way that ensures the conservation of the herd as well 
as the sustainability of a continued hunt," said Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans Geoff Regan. 

"I was out [on the ice floes] for two months this year, 
and I can tell you that there are not six million seals out 
there," Captain Watson responded. "Canada wants these 
seals wasted; they want them gone and obliterated. I will 
not be surprised to see the [new] quota set between 400,000 
and half a million seals a year.” 

With Canada intending to announce a kill quota for 2006 
by the end of the year, I'm hopeful that what happens at 
the seal forum, including any protests during the discus- 
sions and leading up to that point, could tip the scales in 
favor of the seals. 

And with its 30 years of experience protesting the seal 


hunt, I'm looking to Sea Shepherd to remember — as Captain 
Watson himself once expressed — that the only effective 
means of communication with DFO have been confronta- 
tion, controversy and conflict. From this vantage point, 
hunt opponents are organizing an international boycott 
of Canadian seafood — assuming that the Canadian gov- 
ernment will understand the language of profit and loss. 
The DFO itself has stated that the hunt will end only if the 
fishing industry demands it. 

Besides boycotting Canadian seafood, other ways to take 
action might include organizing hunt sabotage efforts 
locally, volunteering to crew with Sea Shepherd to help 
defend the world's oceans and protesting seal hunt activi- 
ties elsewhere around the globe that do not get as much 
attention but are every bit as horrid. 

For more information, visit www.seashepherd.org; 
www.harpseals.org; www.protectseals.org. 

Turtle wants to thank Ian for sticking with her through the 


What Happens to the Seals? 



With fashion designers such as Prada and Dolce 
& Gabbana selling sealskin apparel, the demand for 
seal pelts is currently skyrocketing. Birger Christensen 
sells and exports seal fur manufactured under these 
two labels. Contact Birger Christensen, Via Goldoni, 
10, 20129 Milano, Italy; bc@birger-christensen.com; 
www.birger-christensen.com. 

Atlantic Marine Products is the largest seal pelt pro- 
cessing company, and it has a plant in Catalina, New- 
foundland, that is capable of handling up to 150,000 
pelts each year. A promotional brochure states, "We keep 
our warehouse well-stocked at all times." In Catalina, 
the company claims, "The harvesting and processing 
of seals forms a community event involving many local 
residents.” The plant employs approximately 45 people 
out of Catalina's fewer than 1,000 residents. Contact 
Atlantic Marine Products, POB 39, Catalina, NF AOC 
1J0, Canada; (709) 785-7387; (709) 785-1333 (fax); 
mduchesne.amp@nfld.net; aag819@thezone.net. 

Owned by a Norwegian corporation, Carino is 
another major processor of seal pelts. It has a plant 
in a small industrial complex next to a fish process- 
ing plant in South Dildo, Newfoundland. Employees 
keep a low profile, and there are no signs that identify 
the Carino building. 

Information from www.harpseals.org. 
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Shepherds of the Sea: 

30 Years Campaigning for the Seals 


1976: Fourteen members of the Greenpeace 
Foundation intervene against the seal hunt 
off the coast of Labrador. Robert Hunter and 
Paul Watson stand on the ice in the path of the 
Arctic Endeavor, forcing it to stop. In response, 
the Canadian government passes legislation 
against interfering with a seal hunt. 

1977: In an effort to stop the operation of a 
sealing ship, Watson handcuffs himself to the 
winch line. The sealers drag him across the ice, 
repeatedly plunge him into the water and slam 
him into the side of the ship. 

1979: Watson takes the Sea Shepherd to the ice 
floes near the Magdalen Islands in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. Eight of the crew are arrested for 
spraying red dye on more than 1,000 seals. 

1983: The Sea Shepherd II blockades the har- 
bor at St. John's, Newfoundland, preventing 
the Canadian sealing fleet from leaving for 
two weeks. Later, Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police and Canadian Coast Guard units ram 
the Sea Shepherd ship. The crew is arrested 
on charges of conspiracy to violate the "Seal 
Protection Act." 

1984: The commercial hunt is shut down 
following the European Parliament's ban of 
harp seal pelts. 

1995: Canada announces the full-scale resump- 
tion of commercial sealing. A mob of sealers 
takes over a hotel where Watson, Sea Shepherd 
volunteers and representatives of the media 
are staying in the Magdalen Islands. Sealers 
break down the door to Watson's room and 
assault him. 

1998: The Sea Shepherd III becomes the first 
conservation vessel to travel to the Canadian 
seal hunt since 1983. The crew stakes out the 
largest floating nursery in the gulf for a week, 
and the sealers stay away. 

2004: Sea Shepherd successfully undermines 
the market for seal products. Costco Wholesale 
Corporation pulls seal oil capsules from its 
shelves in St. John's, Newfoundland, when a 
Sea Shepherd representative provides informa- 
tion about the sealing industry. 

For more info., visit www.seashepherd.org. 



Sea Shepherd “Spikes” Ocean 
Near Newfoundland 

In April, the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society's flagship, the Farley 
Mowat, deployed 16 net rippers off the coast of Newfoundland in an 
effort to thwart the remaining drag trawlers scouring the bottom of 
the depleted Tail of the Grand Banks fishery. 

Each net ripper weighs about 1,500 pounds, is secured to the ocean 
floor with two anchors and bears 18 blades with which to thrash any 
trawling net that comes across it. Sea Shepherd has documented and 
encrypted the Global Positioning System coordinates of the net rip- 
pers, which it affectionately refers to as "aquatic caltrops." 

Sea Shepherd Captain Paul Watson explained the need for such an 
action, saying, "These banks once crawled with draggers working the 
bottom like maggots eating a corpse. Now that the fish have been 
diminished, the number of scav- 
enger draggers has dwindled, but 
they still come to pick the bones 
of the Tail of the Banks and when 
they do, we hope they find our 
little gifts." 

In recent years, Canada's De- 
partment of Fisheries and Oceans 
(DFO) has stated its intention to 
stop foreign trawlers from catch- 
ing protected species outside 
Canadian waters. However, its 
actions have failed to signifi- 
cantly affect trawler activity. Sea 
Shepherd hopes that the net 
rippers will prove more effective 
and convince the DFO to adopt 
a similar approach. 
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In Memoriam: Robert Hunter 



Robert Hunter en route to Amchitka to stop nuclear testing in the 1970s 


by Captain Paul Watson 

On May 2, my lifelong friend and 
teacher Robert Hunter died of prostate 
cancer. He was one of the most inspir- 
ing and visionary environmentalists 
of our time. 

There are many of us who could be 
called co-founders of Greenpeace, yet 
Bob was the founding father of the 
Greenpeace Foundation. 

Like veterans of a long war, we have 
all kept aware of each other for three- 
and-a-half decades. Some of us have 
remained friends, and some of us are 
now sworn enemies. But most of us 
will forever hold a special place in our 
hearts for Bob. 

In 1974, Bob took the embers of 
what we began with the 1971 voyage 
to Amchitka, Alaska, opposing nuclear 
testing, and he fanned the dying sparks 
into the flames that gave birth to what 
is today the international Greenpeace 
movement. 

The fact is that if there had been 
no Robert Hunter, there would not be 
a Greenpeace organization today. It 
would simply be a footnote in the his- 
tory books from the early '70s. 

In March 1976, Bob and I stood on 
the heaving ice floes off the coast of 
Labrador as a large sealing ship bore 
down upon us. The ice cracked and 
split beneath our feet as I said to Bob, 
"When it splits, I'll jump to the left 
and you to the right." 

Bob looked straight ahead and calmly 
said, "I'm not going anywhere." 

And he meant it. Because he stayed, 
I stayed, and we brought that seal- 
killing ship to a dead stop. It was not 
the first time that Bob and I had faced 


death together, and it would not be 
the last. 

Bob participated in numerous cam- 
paigns with the Sea Shepherd Conser- 
vation Society. His last campaign with 
us was off the coast of Washington in 
1998 and 1999, opposing the killing 
of whales. 

Bob was a courageous man, and that 
courage was present until the end . I had 
a hard time appreciating the seriousness 
of his illness throughout the last year, 
because he was always so upbeat and 
positive every time I spoke with him. 

Robert Hunter leaves behind a legacy. 
He not only had an idea, he nurtured 
it and saw it grow to become an inter- 
national powerhouse within the global 
environmental community. 

Bob was many things: journalist 
and author; philosopher and activist; 
television host and media critic; artist 
and poet; husband and father; friend 
to the whales and to nature. 

It was my great privilege to have 
been his friend for 35 years, to have 
sailed with him on Greenpeace and 
Sea Shepherd campaigns, to have spent 
time with him at the pub and to have 
known him. 

In 2000, Time listed us together as 
environmental heroes of the 20th 
century. We were not, however, equals. 
He was the teacher, and I the student. 
I learned a great deal from him. 

With his passing, the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society loses one of the 
most valued members of our advisory 
board. Greenpeace has lost the very 
foundation of its organization, and the 
world has lost an environmental icon. 

Captain Paul Watson is a founding 
director of the Greenpeace Foundation. 


/Hazy 'ZWm, YOcstein 
£>hoshone -/Activist, 
passes 

On April 22, Mary Dann, a West- 
ern Shoshone grandmother in her 
80s and a lifelong activist, died 
from an accident while working on 
her farm in Crescent Valley, Newe 
Sogobia (Nevada). "She died as she 
would have wanted: with her boots 
on and [with] hay in her pocket," 
said Patricia Paul, Mary's niece. 

Mary and her sister Carrie formed 
a powerful and inspiring pair. For 
more than four decades, the two 
served as the most outspoken ad- 
vocates of Western Shoshone land 
rights and sovereignty. During that 
time, they consistently led their 
community in the fight against 
the voracious nuclear, mining and 
ranching interests that have tried to 
rob the Western Shoshone Nation 
of millions of acres of land, while 
poisoning and destroying the rest. 
The Danns' charisma and uncom- 
promising assertion of indigenous 
sovereignty attracted many activists 
to the cause and led to the creation 
of the Western Shoshone Defense 
Project in 1991. 

After her sister's passing, Carrie 
Dann said, "Mary believed in living 
her life for the protection of her 
family... the sacred (the land, the 
air, the water, the sun) and for the 
future generations. 

"We must remember that Mary 
stood proud, strong, dignified 
and respectful against all types of 
racial discrimination, [including] 
desecration of her spiritual ways by 
the [Bureau of Land Management] 
and Department of the Interior.... 
She stood up against the mining 
industry, the nuclear industry, the 
energy industry. Mary never took no 
for an answer; she stood her ground 
for what she believed in and for the 
Truth. I will continue to do this, 
even with my sister gone. 

"We must always remember the 
future generations and protect the 
sacred things so that the little ones 
coming behind us will be OK. The 
struggle will go on." 
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“Which Side Are You On?” 

Mountain Justice Summer Kicks 

Off in Appalachia 


BY JOHN JOHNSON AND OSKAR PAWPAW 

Mountain Justice Summer (MJS) 
hit the ground running during the 
last week of May in the beautiful 
and biodiverse mountains of West 
Virginia. Inspired by years of labor 
and environmental struggles, MJS 
seeks to add energy to the growing 
anti-mountaintop removal move- 
ment in Appalachia. 

Mountaintop removal is an ex- 
treme form of coal mining that 
involves blasting the tops off of an- 
cient mountains, burying freshwater 
streams with rubble and flattening 
the world's most biologically diverse 
temperate forest (see EF!f November- 
December 2004). MJS now includes 
activists from around the country, 
but it was initiated by Appalachian 
coalfield residents, student activists, 
longtime anti-mountaintop remov- 
al activists and folks affiliated with 
Katuah Earth First!. 

The Summer started with the usual 
activist training camp near the wild 
and scenic New River, at the histor- 
ic Appalachian Folk Life Center in 
southern West Virginia. There were 
workshops on nonviolent direct ac- 
tion, Appalachian cultural sensitivity, 
media, camping skills, legal issues and 
more. Workshop attendance was near 
100 percent. One outcome of the cul- 
tural sensitivity workshop was a "cuss 
jar," which raised a whopping $70 for 
the campaign — folks were encouraged 
to put a quarter in the jar every time 
they said a word that they wouldn't 
say in front of a friend's grandmother. 
The camp wasn't all hard work, how- 
ever, as we enjoyed great food, fun 
and games, and a wonderful mixture 
of old coal miner hymns and classic 
EF! songs around the campfire. 

Halfway though the camp, on May 
26, everyone caravaned down to 
the Coal River Valley to support our 
friends in Coal River Mountain Watch 
(CRMW). The West Virginia Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection 


(WVDEP) was hosting an informal 
public hearing concerning a Massey 
Energy coal preparation and cleaning 
facility near Sundial, West Virginia. 

WVDEP is considering Massey's ap- 
plication to construct a second load- 
ing silo next to one that sits 150 feet 
from Marsh Fork Elementary School. 
It is also considering the renewal 
of Massey's permit to operate a 2.8- 
billion-gallon, toxic-sludge holding 
pond behind a flimsy earthen dam, 


only 400 yards from school grounds. 
Residents contend that the dam is 
unsafe, citing WVDEP reports and 
firsthand accounts from some of the 
men who built it. If the dam fails, bil- 
lions of gallons of toxic waste could 
come raging down the narrow river 
valley, wiping out the school and ev- 
erything else in its path. 

Massey's facility uses hazardous 
chemicals to wash and bind the coal 
so that it doesn't spill during trans- 
portation. Citizens of the Coal River 
Valley have been dealing with unsafe 


coal trucks, polluted water and dam- 
age from blasting from a variety of 
mining techniques for many years. 
Students and teachers at Marsh Fork 
Elementary school are being diag- 
nosed with cancer and suffering from 
unexplained headaches and fatigue. 
Yet in spite of residents' protests, 
WVDEP approved Massey's permit to 
operate a new, 1,849-acre mountain- 
top removal mine beside the waste 
facility above the school in 2004. 


More than 120 folks attended the 
May 26 hearing and made impas- 
sioned pleas to shut down the coal 
prep facility, stop mountaintop re- 
moval mining and clean up the toxic 
mess behind the school. WVDEP 
bureaucrats sat stone-faced as locals 
accused them of betrayal, negligence 
and corruption. No one spoke in fa- 
vor of granting the permits. 

Two days before, the same day as 
the Massey stockholders' meeting 
in New York City, Coal River activ- 
ists had organized a 50-person rally 



Wouldn't you want this in your backyard? This coal 
loading silo is ISO feet from an elementary school. 
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Activists are arrested trying to deliver demands to King Coal. 


at the coal prep facility. Two local 
grassroots organizers, Bo Webb and 
Goldman Environmental Prize win- 
ner Judy Bonds, walked across the 
bridge to present a list of demands 
to Massey Energy. The residents de- 
manded that the preparation plant 
be shut down and that the school 
be cleaned up, or that a new, safe 
school be built in their community. 
They also demanded that Massey 
shut down all its mountaintop re- 
moval sites. Webb and Bonds were 
denied access and arrested after they 
refused to leave the property with- 
out an answer from the company. 

Then, on May 31, 150 Coal River 
residents and their allies from MJS 
and across West Virginia marched 
on the coal facility for a spirited pro- 
test. After an opening prayer from 
Christians for the Mountains, one 
of the coalfield residents declared 
that her community was "drawing 
a line in the sand." Other residents 
called Massey Energy "terrorists," 
who poison children for profit. The 
MJS coalfield acoustic trio led rous- 
ing renditions of "Amazing Grace" 
and "This Land is Your Land." Final- 
ly, some of the locals demanded to 
meet with Massey officials, while the 
crowd sang an old coal union stan- 
dard, "Which Side Are You On?" 

This time, the activists were stopped 
by West Virginia state police at the 
bridge that accesses the facility across 
the Coal River, and three grandmoth- 
ers were arrested for trespassing. Small 


groups of MJS activ- 
ists, including some 
Earth Firstlers, then at- 
tempted to deliver the 
community's demands 
as an act of solidarity. 
They were also arrest- 
ed. Feeling empowered 
and inspired, locals 
from the crowd spon- 
taneously joined in the 
civil disobedience. A 
total of 16 people were 
arrested, transported 
to police headquarters, 
cited and released. 

The same day, two 
MJS activists delivered 
coalfield residents' de- 
mands to the front door 
of Massey's corporate 
headquarters in Rich- 
mond, Virginia. They arrived in 
their Sunday best, video camera in 
hand, and asked to speak with Chief 
Executive Officer Don Blankenship. 
After many exchanges with the re- 
ceptionist, they were left stranded 
in the foyer until an exasperated 
corporate attorney came down to 
see them. He reluctantly took the 
list of demands, but refused to talk 
about it or to sing "Amazing Grace" 
in memory of the poisoned chil- 
dren. The activists were promptly 
kicked out of the building. 

In a state dominated by the coal 
industry, the media coverage after 
these events was amazing. The media 
called out the corporate giants in King 
Coal, accurately portrayed the issue 
and even adopted some of our rheto- 
ric. One of the reporters summed it 
up well: "One warning, boys — this is 
going to be all Summer!" 

For more information, contact Katuah 
Earth First! River Faction, POB 16309, 
Knoxville, TN 37996; katuah@riseup. 
net; www.mountainjusticesummer.org. 

johri johnson is an activist with Katuah 
Earth First! and Mountain Justice Sum- 
mer who is deeply in love with the wild 
lands of Appalachia. He is very thank- 
ful for the folks who have come to help 
defend his homeland and dethrone 
King Coal. 

Oskar Pawpaw, one of the few surviv- 
ing members of Opossum Kingdom, has 
escaped from the asylum in Tucson that 
doubles as the EF! Journal office and is 
loose in the hills of Appalachia. 


Ozone Layer Thinnest on 
Record 

In April, Cambridge University 
announced that the ozone layer 
over the Arctic had thinned to 
the lowest level since records be- 
gan 40 years ago. Scientists found 
the data surprising, because the 
ozone layer was expected to re- 
cover after the 1999 Montreal 
protocol phased out the use of 
chlorofluorocarbons. However, 
an increase in Winter strato- 
spheric cloud cover because of 
global climate change has offset 
any gains, creating an environ- 
ment friendlier to ozone-deplet- 
ing chemical reactions. 

A fragile ozone layer allows more 
ultraviolet radiation through the 
atmosphere, causing increases in 
skin cancer, decreased photosyn- 
thesis in plants and damage to 
plankton DNA. Phytoplankton 
are essential to the global carbon 
cycle, because they store large 
amounts of carbon in the ocean. 

Park Service Reverses on 
Mojave Guzzlers 

Sportsmen lost out when the 
National Park Service abruptly 
decided not to install artificial 
water systems ("guzzlers”) in 
California's Mojave National Pre- 
serve on April 5. 

While Mary Martin, superinten- 
dent of the Mojave National Pre- 
serve, did not support the guzzlers, 
her original decision was reversed 
by Paul Hoffman, then-deputy as- 
sistant secretary of the interior for 
fish, wildlife and parks. Hoffman 
ordered Martin to install the guz- 
zlers, stating that the water would 
enhance "coyote and varmint 
hunting." 

The Center for Biological Di- 
versity and Public Employees 
for Environmental Responsibil- 
ity filed a federal lawsuit claim- 
ing that the guzzlers violated 
National Park Service policy and 
would harm native wildlife. 
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Are We Luddites or 


by Wolverine 



Cynical Consumers? 


From 1811 to 1816, the Luddite 
movement of the British working class 
systematically destroyed textile ma- 
chines, mills and factories that were 
threatening the social fabric of indi- 
vidual craftsmanship and self-suffi- 
ciency on the commons (fields, forests 
and wetlands used for growing crops, 
gathering firewood, pasturing domes- 
tic animals, fishing and hunting). 

The Luddites cost the industrial 
wage slave system about £1.5 mil- 
lion — more than $50 million today — 
in direct damage and in the costs 
of security, counter-insurgency and 
prosecuting Luddite cases. They ac- 
complished this in only 15 months, 
with more than 13 percent of that 
economic loss resulting from direct 
property damage alone. 

The Luddites also brought about 
an increase in wages, Poor Law rates 
and food allowances, the closing of at 
least one factory and the generation 
of a National Association for Relief 
of the Manufacturing and Laboring 
Poor. They slowed down the adop- 
tion of new machinery and stopped 
the hosiery industry from following 
the cotton and wool trades' whole- 
sale change from cottage to factory. 
The Luddite movement led to broad- 
ened parliamentary representation, 
electoral modifications and economic 
reform through unionism and work- 
place improvements. 

It is true that the Luddites were seek- 
ing systemic change in order to keep 
their identity and way of life, not the re- 
newed reform that spelled the death of 
radicalism. The industrial future, with 
all its squalor, privation and abandon- 
ment of skilled craftsmanship, was not 
averted. That's a challenge that remains 
for us to complete, and now the stakes 


are even higher. Nonetheless, tangible 
improvements were made in demo- 
cratic participation and in people's lives 
through Luddite resistance. It is note- 
worthy that the political scramble to 
establish these gains was brought about 
through insurrectionary sabotage, not 
through reformist lobbying. 

Lessons of the Luddites 

The Luddite movement challenged 
the supposed primacy of technology 
over people's needs with a strength 
and persistence that puts to shame 
most activists' ready acceptance of 
any ecologically and socially de- 
structive invention that offers com- 
fort and convenience — or even just 
amusement or popularity. The Lud- 
dites forced a broad spectrum of soci- 
ety to consider significant questions 
that are barely even debated today, 
such as: Who would determine the 
technology of production (and now 
communication)? By what crite- 
ria would they decide? How would 
the consequences be judged? The 
Luddites took charge of their own 
self-governance by acting to resist 
destructive technological change. 

We should be aware enough of 
Luddite and other history by now to 
recognize that: 

• Technology is not neutral. 

• That which benefits corporations 
is usually not good for people or the 
environment. 

• New technology does not neces- 
sarily lead to a net increase in jobs or 
wealth over the broader population. In 
fact, it often has the opposite effect. 


• Many technological developments 
are antithetical to real democracy and 
community, disconnecting us from 
each other and the common good. 

• New technology tends to increase 
the stress and pace of modern life, as 
well as increasing ecologically unsus- 
tainable consumerism. 

As a Luddite pamphleteer put it, 
"Unrestrained technology demoralizes 
society and substitutes idleness for in- 
dustry, want for competence, immoral- 
ity for virtue... and unless restrained, 
will ere long involve this country in 
every horror and calamity attending 
the bursting of all bonds that hold so- 
ciety together." Although some of our 
values and our sense of "virtue" may 
be different now, this warning is still 
relevant to the perils of unrestrained 
modern technology, such as nano- 
technology, genetic engineering, sur- 
veillance systems, military robots and 
yes, personal conveniences like SUVs, 
disposable everything, home comput- 
ers and cell phones. Kirkpatrick Sale, 
author of Rebels Against the Future: The 
Luddites and Their War on the Industrial 
Revolution, points out that "the simple, 
overarching fact is that technology al- 
ways has consequences, far-reaching 
consequences, usually more so than 
anyone can predict at the time." 

Toward a Neo-Luddite Manifesto 

We're well overdue to start critically 
investigating new technologies at the 
onset of their development. By the 
time they are introduced to the mar- 
ket, technological developments are 
usually far more difficult to reverse. 
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In her "Notes Toward a Neo-Lud- 
dite Manifesto," psychologist Chellis 
Glendinning articulates three princi- 
ples that should spur useful critiques 
of new technologies: 

• "Opposition to technologies that 
emanate from a worldview that sees 
rationality as the key to human po- 
tential, material acquisition as the 
key to human fulfillment and tech- 
nological development as the key to 
social progress. 

• "Recognition that, since all tech- 
nologies are political, [those] created by 
a mass technological society inevitably 
are those that serve the perpetuation 
of that society and its goals of ef- 
ficiency, production, marketing 
and products. 

• "Establishment of a critique 
of technology by fully exam- 
ining its sociological context, 
economic ramifications, and 
political meanings... from the 
perspective not only of human 
use, but of its impact on other 
living beings, natural systems 
and the environment." 

Glendinning envisions a fu- 
ture that would include the dis- 
mantling of nuclear, chemical, 
genetic, electromagnetic, televi- 
sion and computer technologies. 
Conversely, it would include the 
creation of new technologies by 
those who would use and be af- 
fected by them. These technolo- 
gies would promote "political 
freedom, economic justice and 
ecological balance" and would be 
community-based, decentralized, 
organic and cooperative. It may 
sound like a lot of work, but it should 
be obvious that it is necessary work. It's 
always been easier to prevent damage 
than to restore ecological and cultural 
integrity after destruction. 

For instance, how will we ever be 
able to end corporate rule and war- 
mongering as long as the public is 
addicted to corporate and imperial- 
istic propaganda on television? How 
will we reverse the long-term eco- 
logical effects of unnaturally high 
levels of electromagnetic radiation 
without ending the development of 
the technology that emits it? When 
will environmental activists put the 
planet and each other’s health over 
the convenience and pseudo-social 
stimulation of cell phone use? If we 


don't, we can't expect others in soci- 
ety to abandon Nature- and health- 
destroying technologies, which are 
simply the logical outcomes of the 
same "corporate profit first" mental- 
ity behind cell phones. 

We would not be alone in our re- 
sistance. Claude Alvares, an East Indi- 
an-born journalist and farmer, notes 
the growing Luddite response of the 
Third World to "the dual oppression 
of science and development." Third 
World resistance rejects the "scientific 
rationality" of the West and opposes 
the "further colonization of popular 
consciousness." Are we going to leave 


those most oppressed by these tech- 
nologies to fight them alone? 

Charles Cobb, an economist with the 
Society for a Human Economy, observes 
that, "Neo-Luddites are concerned 
about the way in which dependence 
on technology changes the character of 
an entire society.... They are asking us 
to reflect on the entire configuration of 
modem technology instead of isolated 
pieces of it." I'm opting to join the neo- 
Luddites. How about you? 

Wolverine lives with no electricity, 
except for a phone and a truck, and 
does not own or commonly use a com- 
puter or cell phone. Wolverine has been 
an active part of the Earth First! move- 
ment since 1 984 and has been a full- 
time activist since 1980. 
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EU Bans US Biotech Import 

On April 15, the European 
Union (EU) imposed a ban on 
all US shipments of corn glu- 
ten animal feed due to concerns 
that one batch was contami- 
nated with genetically modified 
organisms. EU officials said that 
the move was necessary to up- 
hold EU law and maintain con- 
sumer confidence, although the 
decision is likely to cost the US 
millions of dollars. 

The brouhaha began when 
Swiss agrochemical company 
Syngenta accidentally sold a 
batch of BtlO genetically modi- 
fied corn to the US. BtlO corn 
contains a gene for herbicide 
tolerance and a synthetic vari- 
ant of an insecticide-producing 
gene. There is no effective way 
to test for BtlO. Syngenta was 
fined $375,000. 

Court Blocks Massive 
Montana Mine 

Thanks to a federal district 
court ruling against the Revett 
Silver Company in April, Mon- 
tana grizzly bears and threat- 
ened bull trout will no longer 
have to tolerate deafening ex- 
plosions and wastewater in their 
creeks. The National Resources 
Defense Council, Earthjustice 
and other groups filed a lawsuit 
against the mining company, 
alleging that its massive copper 
and silver mine would have de- 
stroyed the Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness, home to one of the 
last five grizzly bear populations 
in the lower 48 states. 

The Bush administration-ap- 
proved Rock Creek Project planned 
to tunnel 900 feet beneath the wil- 
derness area to extract 10,000 tons 
of minerals over the next 35 years. 
More than three million gallons 
of wastewater would have been 
dumped into the clear mountain 
streams where bull trout spawn 
and rear their young. 
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Talking More and 

Saying Less 


by Sam and Sprocket 

"Like a drunken engineer on a 
streamlined train, plunging through 
the darkness at 100 miles an hour, we 
have been going past the danger signals 
without realizing that our speed, which 
springs from our technology, only in- 
creases our danger and will make more 
fatal the crash." 

— Lewis Mumford, Art and Technics 

We are all passengers on this train, 
and the crash is upon us. Sometimes it 
seems so obvious that we hardly find it 
worth mentioning. Polar ice melting, 
destroying arctic ecosystems? Yep. For- 
eign populations being bombed in the 
name of the oil industry? Too bad. Cell 
phones causing cancer? Yeah, so what? 
This is the bizarre ethos of our culture: 
Never before has so much information 
been available, and never has so little 
been done relative to the immensity of 
the dangers we face. 



The cell phone plays right into our 
numbed inaction, saturating our lives 
with easy information in a way that tele- 
vision or the Internet never could. As 
communication becomes steadily more 
convenient, we necessarily de-emphasize 
the quality of that communication. This 
allows the most inane conversations to 
take place. You've probably heard it all 
before — on the bus, in the grocery store, 
in any crowd: "Yeah, I'm on my way; I'll 
be there in 10 minutes. What? No, I'm 
on the bus. What? I don't know, I think 


we just passed Market Street — hang on, 
I got another call." 

Society is talking more and saying 
less. In the same way that dense urban 
areas make us feel isolated — alone in a 
sea of faces — cell phones give us one 
more excuse to not acknowledge other 
flesh-and-blood human beings. Ameri- 
can culture is already awash in auto- 
mation — machines that keep us from 
interacting with one another in mean- 
ingful ways — pay-at-the-pump; ATMs; 
self-service checkout; private automo- 
biles. All in the name of convenience, 
these objects isolate us and inure us to 
a world in which machines dominate 
our every interaction. Cell phones ex- 
tend the reach of these machines into 
our most private moments. Self-deter- 
mination disappears, as everyone is 
now "on call," available to work at a 
moment's notice. Gone are spontaneity 
and chance, random interactions with 




Greenpeace Halts British SUV Plant 

A Range Rover assembly line in Solihull, England, was 
brought to a halt by 35 Greenpeace activists on May 16. 
After using emergency shut-down buttons to stop the 
production line, activists disguised as contractors used 
handcuffs and chains to secure themselves to vehicles 
and robots as others strung yellow "Climate Crime 
Scene" tape across the unfinished gas guzzlers. A flag 
reading "Climate Criminals" was also run up the com- 
pany flagpole. Fifteen of the protesters were arrested. 

The Range Rover SUV comes with a super-charged V8 
engine that gets 12 miles per gallon in urban driving, 
which is less than a Model T from the 1920s. 

The action marked the first time that an SUV assem- 
bly line has ever been shut down by protesters. 

Biotech Construction Site Pranked 

Workers arriving at the construction site of Scripps' 
new biotech facility were met by locked gates and 
newly planted orange trees on April 1. Prankster activ- 
ists sent out fake press releases outlining the biotech 


giant's intentions to abandon work on a controversial 
facility on the edge of the Florida Everglades (see EF!J 
March-April 2005). 

The scene made a perfect photo opportunity, as work- 
ers lined up for 45 minutes waiting to cut the lock and 
enter the site. Banners had been hung reading, "Dear 
Noble Opponents, Biotech over the Environment? 
What were we thinking? We are fools. Signed, Scripps," 
and "You win, you can have your county back." 

In the hoax press release, "Scripps" stated that "we 
will not be using the Mecca site for the Scripps Insti- 
tute and hope the county will abandon its plans for 
any biotechnology research center or residential devel- 
opment on what we have come to see as environmen- 
tally sensitive lands." 

UK ALF Double Whammy 

In response to the UK's banning of a major World Day 
for Lab Animals demonstration, the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) resorted to its tried-and-true, direct-action 
tactics. On April 24, the ALF entered a sheep research 
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strangers, or the glimmer of hope that 
something unpredictable and interest- 
ing might happen to you today. 

Face-to-face conversations take a back 
seat with the ring of a mobile phone. 
People walk in crowds next to each oth- 
er, less than an arm’s length apart, each 
with a different, far-off voice talking 
into their ear. So many 
decry the "rat race” and 
the stress of our fast- 
paced society, but rarely 
do they recognize the 
components that make 
this such a dog-eat-dog 
world. Even rarer are 
those who have the 
courage to resist them. 

While individual us- 
ers will continue to reap 
the "benefits" of their 
new devices — easier ac- 
cess to jobs, help in bad 
situations, general so- 
cial approval — they will 
never be held respon- 
sible for the harmful consequences. No 
one blames individual users for the vi- 
sual and literal cancer of thousands of 
cell-phone towers. No one blames them 
for the deterioration of our ability to 
communicate. No one is blamed when 
our car is broken down on the side of 


the interstate, and no one will help us 
because we are expected to have a cell 
phone. These are seen as unavoidable 
societal ills with no clear cause and no 
apparent solution. 

How we reached this point should 
be no mystery; the introduction of 
new technologies follows a predictable 


pattern. At first, there is resentment at 
the device’s potential harmful effects 
on society, or because it may simply be 
unnecessary. Then, with a tech-savvy 
avant-garde embracing the latest 
gadget and an overwhelming market- 
ing/media blitz, the device spreads. 


Perhaps the managerial classes come 
to expect it of their subordinates. The 
behavior of society changes to fit the 
device. Soon, those who don't have it 
are considered deviant. This process is 
happening faster and faster; what was 
unknown five or 10 years ago becomes 
absolutely essential today, with the cell 
phone being the most 
potent recent example. 

Yet there exists an 
oppositional current 
in the US that remains 
skeptical of technology 
and the values it pro- 
motes — look no fur- 
ther than the legend of 
John Henry or the Ma- 
trix films. As much as 
Americans might pride 
themselves on living 
in the "most advanced 
nation in the word," 
the Man vs. Machine 
idea is very much alive, 
and it transcends the 
political spectrum. Tapping into old- 
er traditions of our culture and mod- 
ern resentments against the latest 
technological insults may be the be- 
ginnings of a new Luddism. Smash- 
ing the cell phone and all it stands 
for would be a great start. 



facility at the University of Nottingham's Sutton Bon- 
nington campus. Originally intent on liberating the 
lambs, the ALF re-evaluated its goals after protective 
mothers and agile lambs thwarted its plans. Instead, the 
ALF flooded rooms, broke equipment, opened freezers 
and destroyed paperwork in an adjacent lab. After an 
alarm sounded, the ALF fled the site. 

Two weeks later, on May 5, the ALF vandalized the 
White Rose incineration complex, whose clients in- 
clude vivisection labs like Covance and Whickham, 
and formerly Huntingdon Life Sciences. 

The complex was vandalized while employees were 
still on site. After gaining access by cutting a hole in 
the fence, activists crept under the noses of workers 
to spray-paint messages and slash the tires of every 
vehicle, pouring paint stripper on the more expensive 
ones. "Let the audacity of this action remind the vivi- 
section community of our determination to end their 
vile trade," said the ALF in a communique. 

ALF Liberates 21 Mice in Louisiana 

The ALF broke into a biology research lab at Louisi- 
ana State University, freeing mice and vandalizing the 
building on April 22. After gaining access to the build- 
ing through a vent in a side door, the ALF rescued 21 


mice, smashed aquariums and windows, glued door 
locks and spray-painted ALF slogans throughout the 
building. The mice were inspected by a veterinarian 
and taken to new homes. 

"The cold solitude of the cage and the deafening si- 
lence of sterile, windowless laboratory rooms on the top 
floor of a building, with no chance to interact in the 
outside world or with one another is torture enough," 
read the ALF communique. "Add to that the despicable 
cruelty of those human beings who've shown no com- 
passion for the screams from animals in their never- 
ending, painful experiments, and you can see where our 
sadness, and our anger, comes from." 

Greenpeace "Cracks" Dutch Reactor 

Greenpeace activists scaled the dome of a nuclear re- 
actor in the Netherlands on May 18, painting a giant 
black crack down one side. Dressed in nuclear waste 
drum costumes, about 30 protesters climbed over a 
fence to gain access to the reactor dome. 

"The [Dutch] government must invest more in reliable 
energy sources such as solar, wind and biomass that do 
not change the climate," Greenpeace said in a statement 
after the action. The group cited concerns of safety and 
waste disposal as reasons to shut down the plant. 
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Your Mobile Phone is 


" Strange that science, which in the 
old days seemed harmless , should 
have evolved into a nightmare that 
causes everyone to tremble. " 

— Albert Einstein 

by Sprocket 

The past few decades have been a time of unprecedented 
technological development, increasingly altering the way 
we live, work and communicate. The widespread use of 
the mobile phone is perhaps the most visible symbol of 
this technological revolution. 

An estimated 57 percent of Americans use cellular 
phones. By the end of the year, worldwide 
cell phone usage is expected to reach two 
billion subscribers (roughly one third of « - » - 
the planet's population), making cell 
phone subscribers more common than 
landline users. At the same time, this tech- 
nology has given rise to important questions 
about its possible long-term health consequences. 
Unfortunately, most people are either unaware of 
the consequences or are unsure how to navigate the 
conflicting evidence on the issue. Others are simply tired 
of hearing about things that give them cancer. 

Wireless Technology Research and George Carlo 

Admittedly, the body of evidence contributing to the 
debate is enormous and daunting — more than 6,000 sci- 
entific studies have been conducted on the subject since 
1993. Mobile phones first became available to the public 
in the mid-1980s. 

In response to a widely publicized court case involving 
a Florida woman who died in 1992 from a brain tumor al- 
legedly caused by cell phone use, the Cellular Telephone 
Industry Association (CTIA) set up the Wireless Technolo- 
gy Research (WTR) program in 1993. This program was an 
attempt by the wireless industry to recoup its losses and 
quell public fear after the lawsuit caused a sharp decline in 
company stocks. WTR, which employed a board of hand- 
picked scientists and industry representatives, was funded 
to the tune of $27 million to "identify and solve any prob- 
lems concerning consumers' health that could arise from 
the use of these phones." 

In February 1999, WTR director Dr. George Carlo — 
who had previously maintained that mobile phones 
were safe — stunned the industry during a presentation 
to the annual CTIA convention. Specifically, Carlo re- 
ported that: 


• The rate of death from brain cancer was higher among 
handheld cell phone users than among those who used a 
hands-free option, such as a headset or earpiece. 

• The risk of acoustic neuroma, a benign tumor of the 
auditory nerve, was 50 percent higher in people who re- 
ported using cell phones for six years or more. 

• The risk of neuro-epithelial tumors on the outside of 
the brain was more than doubled in cell phone users when 
compared to non-users. 

Carlo stated that "appropriate steps have not been tak- 
en to protect consumers." In his subsequent book, Cell 
Phones: Invisible Hazards in the Wireless Age, Carlo contin- 
ued to expose such health risks, as well as the tricks that 
the global wireless industry uses to confuse the science 
and distort the evidence. 

The Danish Mobile Phone Study 

The WTR's findings were a startling blow to cell phone 
manufacturers, but phone sales continued to grow nonethe- 
less. The industry got a big public relations boost in Feb- 
ruary 2001, when international media reported on a 
study led by Danish scientist Christoffer Johansen. 
The study, entitled "Cellular Telephones and 
Cancer — a Nationwide Cohort Study in Den- 
mark," declared that mobile phone us- 
ers were no more likely than anyone 
else to suffer brain or nervous system 
cancers. Within days, the industry- 
funded study was being promoted 
around the world as final proof that 
mobile phones were safe to use. 

While the Denmark study included more than 420,000 
subjects, only a few thousand had used mobile phones for 
more than 10 years, while the majority of those studied had 
only used them for approximately three years. In fact, Johan- 
sen cautioned that the study might "have too few heavy us- 
ers to exclude with confidence a carcinogenic effect on brain 
tissue following intensive, prolonged use." Leading scientists 
recognize that many brain tumors have a latency period of 
at least 10 years. Of course, very few, if any, of these details 
were publicized by the international media, which was eager 
to give mobile phones a clean bill of health. 

Animal Test Results 

Yet the evidence against cell phones neither began nor 
ended with the WTR study. Though inhumane and sick- 
ening, animal tests have strongly indicated that exposure 
to the microwave radiation emitted by cell phones is dam- 
aging to living beings. 

One such study, led by Leif G. Salford (department of neu- 
rosurgery, Lund University, Sweden) in 2003, found serious 
neuronal damage in the brains of rats following exposure to 
microwave radiation from a cell phone — at radiation levels 
comparable to what people would experience during normal 
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Killing You 


use. Damage to nerve cells was observed in several 
places within the brain, including the cortex, hip- 
pocampus and basal ganglia (the areas of the brain 
that control memory, movement and sensation). 

The authors of the study expressed concern that 
"after some decades of often daily use, a whole 
generation of cell phone users may suffer negative 
effects, perhaps as early as middle age.” 

More supporting results come from Henry Lai in the 
department of bioengineering at the University of Washing- 
ton-Seattle. Lai has documented biological effects of radia- 
tion absorption on laboratory rodents, including damage to 
DNA and decreases in cell division after exposure. 

These are just two of many studies suggesting that expo- 
sure to the radiation emitted by cell phones is not as safe as 
the telecommunicatipns industry would have us believe. 
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levels, and subjec- 
tive interpretations of 
complex data. Often such 
methods stop short of out- 
right fraud but still lead to 
predictable results. Usually as- 
sociations that sponsor research 

have a fairly good idea what the outcome will be, or they 
wouldn't fund it." 


Market-Driven Society 

All of this information raises the question: Why aren't 
cell-phone users cautioned? Why aren't cell phones simply 
taken off the shelves and the companies that manufacture 
them shut down? Robert Kane, a former Motorola engineer 
and author of Cellular Telephone Russian Roulette, explains, 
"More testing has been done that indicates biological dam- 
age [from cell phones] than with other products that have 
been removed from the marketplace. But this is an econo- 
my-driven society, and the device is not going to be taken 
out of the hands of the public." 

Invariably, most battles over major public health issues 
in the last few decades (e.g., asbestos, pesticides, dioxin, 
PCBs and cigarettes) have involved public health activists 
insisting that government regulators take a "precaution- 
ary approach," while the industries concerned lobby for 
the strict application of "scientific proof" before restric- 
tive measures are imposed. The corporations know that 
"scientific" proof is virtually unobtainable until the dam- 
age has been done, and that lifelong cumulative harm will 
take another generation to document. They know that the 
"strict application of sound science" will keep them off 
the hook for years to come. The fight to expose the health 
risks of cell phones is following this same pattern. 

Further frustrating any attempts to slow or stop the tele- 
communications industry are the opinion-manipulating 
skills developed by corporate lobbyists, polling companies 
and public relations consultants. These groups are aided 
and abetted by scientists who are sometimes overtly cor- 
rupt, but are more often simply co-opted by the system of 
research funding and control. 

As Cornell University's Joseph Hotchkiss puts it, "A host 
of techniques exist for manipulating research... to produce 
studies whose conclusions fit their sponsor's predetermined 
interests. These techniques include adjusting the time of 
a study (so that toxic effects do not have time to emerge), 
subtle manipulations of target and control groups or dosage 


More than Just Cancer 

With technology advancing much more rapidly than our 
ability to study its possible health hazards, it is entirely rea- 
sonable to be concerned about the more subtle ways that we 
are affected. An increasing number of people believe that con- 
tinued exposure to electromagnetic fields has a deleterious 
effect on the fragile systems of the human body. According 
to Roger Coghill, director of the UK-based Coghill Research 
Labs, "We use mobile phones by holding them against our 
brain, the most sensitive organ in our bodies. Our heartbeats 
are mediated by electric fields; our energy... is synthesized 
using electric fields and our body's endogenous electric fields 
are uniquely protective of the immune system. All of these 
processes are perturbed by mobile-phone- and related radia- 
tions. Damage to DNA, permeability of the blood/brain bar- 
rier, immune system dysfunction and adverse effects on key 
enzymes are becoming commonplace findings by research- 
ers in this field." * 

The evidence speaks for itself. We have been handed yet 
another technological marvel for everyday use by yet an- 
other greedy industry. That industry will do anything and 
everything to maintain its profit margin — even if it means 
lying outright about how our bodies and minds are affect- 
ed. Have we learned nothing from the tobacco lawsuits, 
from pesticides and nuclear radiation? Every time a new 
technology is developed, we are assured by specialists and 
experts that we have nothing to worry about. And every 
time, we eventually discover that we were lied to. 

When are we going to stop devouring every new, high- 
tech toy that they throw at us, and start asking: Do I really 
need this? Is it really worth the risk? 

When will we decide that we have put enough of their poi- 
son into our bodies? Cell phones are where I draw the line. 

Sprocket lives in Tucson, Arizona, where in a last-ditch effort 
to quell the tide of encroaching technology, he waits until he 
gets home to make phone calls. 


July -August 2005 Earth First! Page 23 


artwork by Breakfast 





High-Tech Genocide 


The war in central Africa is driving the eastern 
lowland gorilla to extinction. 

Digging for "Black Gold" 

Coltan has also transformed the DRC in more subtle 
ways. Farmers displaced from their lands have little option 
but to join coltan-mining brigades. Mined much like gold, 
coltan is found by digging large pits in riverbeds, with min- 
ers scraping away at the dirt to get to the coltan below. 

Reports of rampant human-rights abuses pour out of the 
rebel-controlled mining region, where there is also a huge 
market for prostitution. An estimated two million people 
in the DRC are HIV-infected. Local men, women and chil- 
dren are forced into mining, fighting and sex work, or 
they are threatened with torture, rape and murder. 

The coltan makes its way out of the mines to "trad- 
ing posts," which are taxed or controlled by the rebels. 
Foreign traders then buy the mineral and ship it abroad, 
mostly through Rwanda. 

All of it ends up being bought by just three companies — 
Cabot, Inc. of the US, Germany's HC Stare and China's Ningx- 
ia — which are the only firms with the capability to turn coltan 
into the coveted tantalum powder. The "magic powder" is 
then sold to Nokia, Motorola, Compaq, Sony and other man- 
ufacturers for use in cell phones and other products. 

On a side note, Sam Bodman, former CEO of Cabot, was 
appointed in December to serve as President Bush's Secretary 
of Energy. Under Bodman's leadership from 1987 until 2000, 
Cabot was one of the largest polluters in the US, accounting 
for 60,000 tons of airborne toxic emissions annually. 


by Sprocket 

Cell phones may have revolutionized the way we com- 
municate, but in central Africa, their biggest legacy is war 
and the extermination of endangered species. 

More than four million people have died in central Africa in 
a war over coltan, a heat-resistant mineral ore widely used in 
cell phones, laptops and other high-tech electronics. Coltan 
is found in three-billion-year-old soils like those in the Rift 
Valley region of Africa. The tantalum extracted from the ore 
is used to make tantalum capacitors, tiny components that 
are essential in managing the flow of current in electronic 
devices. Eighty percent of the world's coltan reserves are 
found in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

This mountainous jungle area is the battleground of 
what has been grimly dubbed "Africa's First World War," 
pitting Congolese forces against those of six neighboring 
countries and numerous armed factions. The victims are 
mostly civilians; starvation and disease have killed hun- 
dreds of thousands, and the fighting has displaced two 


Democratic Republic of Congo are fighting 
over coltan, a mineral essential to cell-phone circuits. 


million people from their homes. Often dismissed as "just 
an ethnic war," the conflict is actually a battle over the 
natural resources that are sought by foreign corporations — 
diamonds, tin, copper, gold and — most of all — coltan. At 
stake for the heavily armed militias and governments is a 
cut of the high-tech boom of the 1990s, in which the price 
of coltan skyrocketed to nearly $300 per pound. 

The war started in 1998 when Congolese rebel forces, 
backed by Rwanda and Uganda, seized the eastern DRC 
and moved into strategic mining areas, attacking villages 
along the way. The Rwandan army was soon making an 
estimated $20 million a month from coltan mining. 

Today, the fighting rages on despite peace treaties signed 
in Summer 2002. The peace process was initiated after the 
assassination of DRC President Laurent Kabila in January 
2001, and following mounting pressure from South Af- 
rica. But while foreign troops have officially withdrawn 
from the DRC, internal factions remain at war. 


Ecological Effects of the War 

The main coltan mining area within the DRC contains the 
Kahuzi Biega National Park (KBNP), home of the critically en- 
dangered eastern lowland gorilla. Deforestation from mining 
has destroyed much of the gorilla's habitat, and the poverty 
caused by the displacement of the local human populations 
has led to gorillas being killed and sold as "bush meat" to the 
miners and rebel armies that control the area. 

The KBNP population of eastern lowland gorillas, along with 
the population in the adjacent Kasese forests, represented 86 
percent of the subspecies' total population prior to the civil 
war. According to a report released by the Dian Fossey Gorilla 
Fund and the Bom Free Foundation in May 2001, the popula- 
tion of eastern lowland gorillas in KBNP has plummeted from 
an estimated 8,000 in 1991 to less than 1,000 individuals in 
the year 2000, an 85 percent crash in only nine years. The 
report continues: "The indications are that the biodiversity of 
the Kahuzi Biega region has been seriously, if not irreparably, 
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damaged.... If further procrastination and bureaucratic delays 
prevent effective and timely action, the world will have stood 
by and watched as the magnificent eastern lowland gorilla be- 
comes the first great ape to be driven to extinction — a victim 
of war, human greed and high technology." 

Making the Connection 

Somehow, it's not surprising that this information isn't 
included in the instruction manual that comes with your 


cell phone. Perhaps mobile phones should be outfitted 
with stickers that read: "Warning! This device was created 
with raw materials from central Africa. These materials are 
rare, non-renewable, were sold to fund a bloody civil war 
and have caused the virtual elimination of endangered 
species. Have a nice day." People need to realize that there 
is a direct link between the gadgets that make their lives 
more "convenient" and the frightening reality of the vio- 
lence, turmoil and destruction that plague our world. 


Cell-Phone Devastation 


by Sprocket 

The production and disposal of 
cell phones exacts a severe environ- 
mental cost. As wireless technology 
becomes more widespread, the Earth 
pays the price. 

A cell phone is .basically a hand- 
held computer with an antenna, 
microphone, speaker and battery. 
These various components are sol- 
dered onto a main circuit board, 
which contains several tiny comput- 
er chips, including the digital signal 
processor, the microprocessor, the 
ROM and flash memory chips, and 
the radio frequency amplifiers. 

These components require com- 
plex, environmentally costly manu- 
facturing. According to the Silicon 
Valley Toxics Coalition, the produc- 
tion of just a single silicon computer 
chip requires: 

• 3,200 cubic feet of bulk gases 

• 22 cubic feet of toxic, corrosive 
and volatile gases 

• 2,275 gallons of de-ionized water 
(a suspected liver, gastrointes- 
tinal and neurological toxin) 

• 20 pounds of assorted 
chemicals 

• 285 kilowatt hours of 
electricity (enough to power 
a modest US home for one 
month) 

It also produces 25 pounds 
of highly corrosive sodium 
hydroxide, 2,840 gallons of 
wastewater and seven pounds 
of miscellaneous hazardous 
wastes. In addition, computer 
chip production leaves be- 
hind a laundry list of air- and 
waste-stream pollutants, such 
as arsenic, lead, chromium, 


acid fumes and volatile organic com- 
pounds. It's no secret that the pollut- 
ants in wastewater eventually end up 
in wells, reservoirs, watersheds and 
marine ecosystems, where they are 
detrimental to human and nonhu- 
man life alike. Many of these toxic 
compounds are found on the EPA's list 
of "persistent, bio-accumulative and 
toxic chemicals," and they can cause a 
range of adverse human health effects, 
including reproductive and develop- 
mental problems, cancer and damage 
to the nervous system. 

To add to the problem of high-tech 
industrial manufacturing, there is the 
issue of used cell phone disposal. An 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA)-funded report from February 
2004 concluded that cellular phones 
alone are expected to make up 65,000 
tons of landfill waste in 2005. 

Why so much waste? Calling plans are 
often packaged with a free or low-cost 
cell phone, which makes keeping your 
current phone economically disadvan- 
tageous. Therefore, many cell phones 


are thrown out even before becoming 
technologically obsolete. According to a 
2002 article in BusinessWeek Mine, this 
trend, coupled with an ever-increasing 
number of features — such as email and 
Internet access, 3D games, video camer- 
as, and music and movie downloads — 
leads consumers to get new phones 
approximately every 18 months. 

Not only does this use landfill space, 
it also means that the lead, arsenic, 
bromated flame-retardants and other 
hazardous substances contained in 
mobile phones have another chance 
to enter the environment. As the 
cell phones sit in landfills, rainwater 
leaches these chemicals and heavy 
metals into the water table and soil. 

Other silent killers are the cellular 
towers, transmitting the signals that 
make wireless communication possi- 
ble. According to an August 2002 press 
release by the American Bird Conser- 
vancy and Forest Conservation Coun- 
cil, the number of birds killed annually 
by accidental collisions with such tow- 
ers may be as high as 40 million. More 
than 40,000 communications 
towers standing taller than 200 
feet are found in the US, and 
this number will likely double 
in the next 10 years. 

We are killing ourselves and 
poisoning life on the planet — all 
for the sake of convenience. We 
are giving our children a world 
of poison so that we can know 
where they are at all times. We 
are contaminating the soil that 
grows our food so that we won't 
have to make another trip to 
the grocery store. Let's put an 
end to this madness. Let's bury 
this high-tech industry instead 
of its hazardous waste. 
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CL6AFL XS CUT CLASS &. JUST XS DXNC6KOUS 


CASSANDRA & COYOTE 

Cassandra records her love 
poems to nature 
She has learned 
not to write 

but to listen & transcribe 
The swamp creatures dance 
to the beat of her music 
They have such a wild time together 
The frightened bird 
caught in a hurricane 
is found & cared for in her lines 
It's hard to believe how her poetry works 
because it bypasses belief 
She knows that it's only 
what's lived that's real 

The vivisectionists have tranquilized 
Coyote with their darts 
& carried him off 

to where he'll never see the moon again 
They can't wait to dissect & dismember 
each tiny piece 
They don't know 
the kind of wildness 
they're dealing with 

If Coyote can only hold out until morning 
That's when Cassandra 
is weaving healing in words 

As the dawn is breaking 
Coyote is reassembled 
Ready to rise & shine 
from the dead 
wilder than ever 

He escapes with the first bird song 
as Cassandra records 
what she hears faithfully 
Most everybody these days doesn't believe 
there's any power left in poetry 
but she keeps working anyway 

— Steve Toth 


IN THE WILD 

In lives nested with my life 

I've lived in places wilder 

Than these thoroughly permanent grey 

Chicago suburbs. 

As I arrange those memories 

I try to be grateful without being greedy: 

Living near the wild 

Is a rare and great privilege. 

But even here there are still 
Wild moments to discover. 

On my nine-mile winter darkness bike ride 
I think, 

"This isn't quite like being in Yellowstone, 
"Not the same kind of place 
"But in the same kind of spirit." 

The darkness holds my bicycle 
Close to its secret heart 
Where bison breathe winter air 
With simple resistance. 

— Jenny McBride 



SEND POEMS TO: WARRIOR POETS SOCIETY, POB 14501, BERKELEY, CA 94712-5501 
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IVORY BILL WOODPECKER 

The ivory billed woodpecker is alive 
spirit of river bottom bayous 
ghost of the cypress swamp 

extinct for 50, 60, 70 years 
or so we thought 

the ivory bill is alive 
spotted first by a kayaker: 
he pulled his paddle from the water 
and leaned back 
to drift a bit 

in the still, February morning 

and the big bird swooped in front of him 
landed on a snag 

craned its neck in herky-jerky rhythm 
and flew off 

enough to see 

the distinct white-black wings 
the straight flight through the trees 
the large light bill 

the ivory bill is alive 

some small scrap population 

along Arkansas rivers, 

the Cache and the White 

in the wet woods along the lower Mississippi 

amid the welter of gone and going species 
birds crustaceans insects spiders salamanders 
orchids sandworts meadow voles milkweed butterflies 
amid the flood of dead and dying creatures 
the tsunami of extinction 
triggered by the earthquake of us 

the ivory bill is alive 
such a beauty too 

huge crested woody woodpecker head 

bill like a scimitar 

made to shatter wood 

bold black and white art-deco wings 

crimson cap 


this is a bird schoolkids will love 

grandmas, truckdrivers, mailmen, movie stars 

this is a bird America can love 

unlike the willow flycatcher 

or the spotted owl 

this big bird has charisma 

thank you ivory bill 

for the dollars already flooding this project 
for the happy ending and new beginning 
for a feel-good news feature that might do good 
save some swamp woods 
raise awareness 

let the people into the conservation story 
help us stand some ground 

against our ripping ravaging resource consumption 

thanks. Nature Conservancy 
quietly buying habitat for years 
acre by acre 

where the woodpecker was rumored 

thanks ornithologists 

bird men and women 

who wept when they spotted the ivory bill 

after lifetimes of hope 

thanks volunteers, donors, scientists 

searching for nest holes in the trees 

measuring scars on bark 

installing recorders in the swamp 

to catch the distinct double drum 

of an ivory bill drilling a trunk 

thanks to the paddler 
who put down his paddle 
and leaned back in his boat 
and looked at the dawn bayou 
taking in the quiet waters 
the ancient, patient cypress trees 
being there, aware, 
ready to receive 

when the ivory billed woodpecker 
winging straight through the groves 
of thousand year old trees 
flew a beeline into the twenty-first century. 

— Jane McGarry 

Paonia, Colorado; April 28, 2005 


ALL BJCHTS IkaeKVeD TO THE AUTHORS 
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LifE Out on a LecIqe: 

A Trip to the City After Eagle Creek 


support of tile road- NJRMSgL' i 
blocking activists and 

USFS building and pro- Tre Arrow on iiifl m ih, i sift 
nounced that he would Service building in Portland, Oregon 
not come down until the sales were canceled. Supporters 
threw a rope to him, with which he pulled up basic supplies. 
He slept that night, unsecured, on a nine-inch-wide ledge 30 
feet above the cement entrance to the building. 

Suddenly, a new action had been established, but this 
one was within easy reach of the urban news media and 
hundreds of thousands of metro citizens. The USFS had 
not crushed our resistance, it had only stirred the hornet's 
nest of genuine public objection to the sales and the na- 
tional timber sale program. 

Two days later, another CFA activist, Ginny, began a 
hunger strike at the building entrance. This, combined 
with the ledge-sit, became a truly awesome public out- 
reach vehicle. Media-sawy CFA activists had daily inter- 
views on radio, television and in print. National media, 
including USA Today, the New York Times and television 
stations ran pictures and stories. Portland Business Journal 
ran a sympathetic, 12-page story on Eagle Creek. Hun- 
dreds of concerned and curious citizens visited the ac- 
tion site to learn more and lend support. Two massive 
rallies took place that shut down the block around the 
action. Before it could say "forest health," the USFS had 
become the big loser. 

For the rest of the Eagle Creek story, check out the Lughna- 
sadh 2000 issue of the Earth First! Journal. Back issues of the 
EF! Journal are available for five dollars each. Order our near- 
complete, 25-year set for $5 00. 

Editors' Note: Tre Arrow is currently in custody in Canada, 
facing extradition for his alleged participation in arson on log- 
ging and sand and gravel vehicles in the US. 


by Watchdog 

"Apparently, these are World Trade Organization people who 
are looking for something to do. " 

— Gary Larsen, Mt. Hood National Forest Supervisor 


At 4 a.m. on July 7, 2000, about 50 federal agents 
stormed the road blockades at Eagle Creek. Armed and 
camouflaged agents pinned activists to the ground and 
enforced an unconstitutional closure that included several 
square miles of the timber sale area. Within an hour, only 
four activists remained — two in suspended road-blocking 
pods and two in nearby treesits. 

The Freddies then proceeded, through bureaucratic reck- 
lessness and frightening ignorance, to endanger the lives 
of the women in the pods by disabling and moving sup- 
port lines and, among other things, repeatedly running 
over an active anchor line with all-terrain vehicles. A US 
Forest Service (USFS)-imposed media blackout attempted to 
keep this dangerous behavior away from the eyes of the 
public. Cherry-pickers were able to move in after support 
lines were disengaged. Two courageous women in the pods 
remained, with nooses around their necks, no harnesses or 
safety lines, and only pencil-thin ropes between them and 
the pavement, 50 feet below. Felda, the activist in the pod 
called Road Ghost, was pulled into a cherry-picker basket 
by the rope noose around her neck. Pitch, the 17-year-old 
woman in the Low-Rider pod, held off agents alone for 
three hours, dangling by a U-lock and a single line. After 12 
hours of struggle, the Cascadia Forest Alliance (CFA) road- 
blocks that had protected the Eagle Creek watershed for 
over a month were no more. The Freddies had won, right? 

Wrong. You see, the USFS sees the world through an 
industrial-reductionist-military paradigm, which informs 
its judgment and behavior — from "forest management" 
to dealing with legitimate citizen protest. The Freddies 
thought that they had solved the pesky activist prob- 
lem by arresting a few people and destroying basecamps. 
These tactics are not only dangerous; they are ineffective. 
Though we were surprised by their ignorance and reckless- 
ness, we had planned for a raid. Their inability to compre- 
hend the power of the people, of real grassroots activism, 
left them unprepared for what happened next. 

Within hours, a crowd gathered at the USFS Region Six 
Headquarters in downtown Portland, Oregon, for a rally in 
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Students or tEcoterronsts? 

ExxonMobil Intimidates Environmental Justice 
Investigators in Louisiana 


by Carrie Walls 

On May 18, John Lewis, deputy assistant director of the 
FBI's counterterrorism division, told a Senate committee 
that "investigating and preventing ecoterrorism is one of 
the FBI's highest domestic priorities." If this perception 
of the environmental movement as terrorism becomes 
commonplace, what will the effects be on the ground? 
In March, Willie Fontenot and Antioch New England stu- 
dents found out. 

It only took two minutes for a March 16 field trip by 
Antioch's "Environmental Justice in the Mississippi 
Delta" class to turn into a breach 
of homeland security and for stu- 
dents, professors and a local guide 
to become suspected ecoterrorists. 

In East Baton Rouge, Louisiana — 
an area known as "Cancer Alley" 
due to the 150 oil refineries and 
petrochemical facilities that call it 
home — the group allegedly com- 
mitted a crime by photographing 
an ExxonMobil chemical facility 
from a public sidewalk. 

Fontenot, the community liaison 
officer for the state attorney gen- 
eral's office, took the group on a 
"toxic tour" so that they could see, 
first-hand, the chemical facilities 
and their effects on local neighbor- 
hoods. The students asked if they could photograph the 
ExxonMobil facility. Fontenot agreed that this was OK, as 
long as the students stayed on the sidewalk. 

Within two minutes, several police officers drove up. Vis- 
ibly angry, an officer claimed that the students were break- 
ing the law and that he needed to collect identification for 
a suspicious person report. When Antioch Professor Abigail 
Abrash-Walton asked where the information would go, the 
officer became even more agitated. He yelled that he was go- 
ing to call in "homeland security" and detain everyone "all 
night" if the group did not comply with his orders. When 
Abrash-Walton repeated her question, the officer turned to 
his colleagues and said, "They are refusing to cooperate." At 
that point, the police called additional plant security. 

Police and security vehicles surrounded the students' 
van. The newly arrived security guards and uniformed 
officers — who were actually off-duty cops working for 
ExxonMobil — gathered the students' identification docu- 
ments. The head of ExxonMobil security finally arrived, 
and an off-duty officer told him that three of the students 
had trespassed on company property. Fontenot explained 
to the officers that he knew that taking photographs of 
industrial facilities was perfectly legal and that no one 
had trespassed. Ninety minutes after the first photo was 


taken, security finally told the group that they were free to 
go, but that they would be reported to the Department of 
Homeland Security for "suspicious activity.” 

The next day, Fontenot was put on administrative leave. 
The attorney general's office also warned him that if he 
led a previously scheduled "toxic tour" for another class 
the following week, he would be arrested. Apparently, one 
of the off-duty police officers had filed a complaint with 
the attorney general's office, alleging that Fontenot had 
refused to cooperate with him. 

On April 4, Fontenot was interrogated by his supervi- 
sors and given a choice: He could either retire and clear 
out his office that day, or he could 
fight the complaint in an internal 
hearing and likely lose both his job 
and retirement benefits. Recently 
diagnosed with cancer and legally 
blind, Fontenot reluctantly chose 
the retirement option. 

For 27 years, Fontenot had 
worked to help more than 400 
grassroots environmental groups 
in Louisiana stand up to polluting 
industries and unresponsive gov- 
ernment agencies in defense of the 
land, their homes and their health. 
He is considered by many to be the 
grandfather of the environmental 
justice movement in Louisiana. 
Antioch’s Environmental Advo- 
cacy and Organizing Program and the Louisiana Environ- 
mental Action Network quickly launched a campaign to 
expose ExxonMobil's abuse of power and get Fontenot his 
job back. Letters of support for Fontenot soon piled up in 
the attorney general's office from around the country. 

In the face of public outcry, Attorney General Charles C. 
Foti, Jr. met with Fontenot on April 27. In that meeting, 
Foti asked several questions, denied personal involvement 
in the decision to force Fontenot to retire and floated some 
hypothetical ideas about bringing him back. 

This is significant progress in just two months, but there 
is still work to be done. Willie Fontenot must be rehired 
and the Environmental Citizen Protection Program of the 
attorney general’s office must be strengthened. Law en- 
forcement officials and corporate security guards cannot 
be allowed to intimidate academics, journalists and com- 
munity members. 

To support Fontenot, contact the attorney general’s as- 
sistant, Kris Wartelle, wartellek@crt.state.la.us. Please send 
a copy to Lieutenant Mitch Landrieu, ltgov@crt.state.la.us. 

Carrie Walls is pursuing a master's degree in environmental 
studies at Antioch New England Graduate School. She was a 
participant in the Louisiana field studies trip and survived to 
tell the story. 



Terrorism? Students were threatened with arrest 


for taking this picture of a chemical facility. 
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ALF Donates Animal Abuser’s Money to Charities 


On April 17, the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) took credit for an action on 
Long Island, New York, against Charles 
Ryan, chief patent counsel for Forest Labo- 
ratories. Forest Laboratories is best known 
for producing Celexa, a controversial anti- 
depressant drug that has been linked to 
increased suicidal thoughts and behavior 
amongst child and adolescent users. As 
if killing children weren’t enough, Forest 
Laboratories also contracts out its toxicity 
tests to Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), a 
notorious vivisection lab. 

According to the ALF's communique, 
activists followed Ryan's wife to her work- 
place, broke into her car and removed 
credit cards, financial documents and 
personal papers. Using these resources, 
the ALF donated $20,000 of the Ryans' 
money to environmental and humanitar- 
ian charities, posted their financial and 
personal information on the Internet and 
threatened further action unless Forest 
Laboratories severs all ties with HLS. 


The communique is excerpted below: 

Our adventure begins after we fol- 
lowed [Charles Ryan's] wife Maria to 
Stony Brook University, where she 
left her Mercedes unlocked and un- 
attended. 

We always wondered what the seats 
of an ill CLK felt like, so we decided 
to sit inside. Rummaging around the 
car, we found some interesting items 
and decided it was time for a spend- 
ing spree. We took out traveler's checks 
from Chuck and Maria's Capital One 
credit card... and we made grants to 
the following charities: 

• Boston Area Rape Crisis Center-^ 
$5,000 

• Help Iraqis/Global Exchange — 
$5,000 

• Save the Manatee Club — $4,000 

• Global Greengrants Fund, Tsuna- 
mi Relief — $6,000 (This was a match- 
ing grant from Verizon Wireless, so 
$12,000 was sent). 


That's when we thought back to the 
CLK and the two other cars Chuck and 
Maria own, and went to Geico Insur- 
ance. With Chuck's policy number, 
address and mother's maiden name, 
it was real easy to take full control of 
Chuck and Maria's auto insurance. 
Chuck, with the click of a mouse, we 
can off your insurance, and you will 
get $0 when we set fire to your car, 
which, by the way, begs for it each 
time Maria parks it at the Oyster Bay 
train station.... 

If we find out [that] a dime of [the] 
money granted to those charities was tak- 
en back, we will ship you bare and bum 
your shit. This is our insurance policy. 

Chuck, you and Forest Laboratories 
can begin to make things right by 
making a public statement that Forest 
Labs will no longer have a customer 
contract with HLS. We assume that 
by this point in the letter you can see 
that we are not playing games. 



Monkey Kennel Scrapped After ALF Raid 


On the night of April 26, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
vandalized PeonyLand — a plant nursery in Richlandtown, 
Pennsylvania, and the site of a proposed primate research 
kennel. According to the nursery's owner, Michael Hsu, the 
facility would receive monkeys from a supplier in Beijing, 
China, and house as many as 500 animals at a time before 
shipping them to research laboratories. Hsu, who currently 
processes the monkeys at an undisclosed location, hoped 
that the new facility would streamline operations and ex- 
pand his participation in the primate research industry. 

The ALF trashed several greenhouses, uprooted or poi- 
soned more than 1,000 rare Chinese tree peonies, spray- 
painted Hsu's house and barn, and poured paint stripper 
on two vehicles. In a communique, the ALF pledged fur- 
ther acts of vandalism unless Hsu scrapped the facility. 


"Drop your plans for a primate prison, or we will make 
your life a living hell. If you continue to go forward with 
your plans, we will destroy your business and we will de- 
stroy your lives.... We are watching you." 

Hsu apparently got the message. On June 1, he an- 
nounced that he would not build the kennel after all, al- 
though he denied that the ALF action had influenced his 
decision in any way. According to Hsu, it was a simple 
zoning technicality that derailed his plans, not the tens of 
thousands of dollars in damage inflicted by the ALF. 

Nevertheless, Hsu states that he will continue to import, 
process and ship monkeys from a secret location. 

For more information, contact Michael Hsu, 475 
Church Rd, Richlandtown, PA 18955; (215) 536-9388; 
michaelhsu@peonyland.com; www.peonyland.com. 
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Disobedience 

into the 


by Ron Huber 


Born out of frustration at the failure of road blockades 
to defend ancient forests for more than an hour or two, 
treesitting became an essential part of the EFIer's toolbox 
20 years ago, in 1985. Here's how it happened. 

In the early 1980s, the Corvallis, Oregon-based Cathedral 
Forest Action Group (CFAG) began to apply nonviolent, 
civil-disobedience tactics to protect the Willamette Nation- 
al Forest's ancient Douglas-fir stands from the devastating 
clearcuttery of the Reagan Administration. 

The group's tactics included debates, public forums, 
logging-road blockades and setting up a "witness camp," 
whose visitors were taken to observe ancient forest ecosys- 
tems and freshly killed tree remains. 

CFAG's blockades attempted to halt further roadbuilding 
into the Santiam forest in western Oregon, as well as to stop 
loggers from entering the Santiam via the already-existing 
spaghetti of taxpayer-funded roads. Most of CFAG's actions 
were well-orchestrated, peaceful sit-ins across logging roads, 
carried out in the hope of bringing the destruction of those 
forests into public view. One memorable blockade featured 
CFAG organizer Brian Heath holding a solitary sit-in atop a 
crate of explosives that was about to be used to blast a road- 
way through a ridge! But getting busted and banned from 
the forest for a year after spending no more than an hour 
"defending" it was not very cost-effective. 

Were it not for the treespiking occurring with random 
precision, courtesy of the Bonnie Abbzug Feminist Garden 
Club, the pace of clearcutting within the Santiam region 
would have scarcely been slowed at all. This spawned an 


activists' brainstorming session 'round a campfire one 
smoky night. It was here that the treesit was born, a tactic 
that now occupies an important place in the toolbox of 
Earth activism. 

Sitting around the campfire, I asked if anyone had any 
skills that might be of use to us. Mikal Jakubal, down 
from Wenatchee, Washington, described his extensive 
rock-climbing experience, but then he shrugged and said, 
"We're not protecting cliffs." 

"But couldn't you...." I said, exhaling and goggling at an 
idea that had just struck me, "Couldn't you 'rock climb' 
your way up a tree? Hold the sit-in up there?” 

The Earth Firstiers contemplated the notion. 

"I mean, killing trees with people in them would be bad 
PR for the Willies [Willamette Industries], not to mention 
get 'em murder raps. They wouldn't do it." 

Jakubal jumped to his feet, shouting, "Yeah! Yeah! I 
can do it!... I will do it!" Within minutes, he was jotting 
down a list of the supplies he'd need to pull it off and 
setting plans for a speedy recon of the Santiam to locate 
his soon-to-be-host tree.... 

The van full of activists rocketed across Pyramid Creek 
bridge, headlights yawing wildly. It was after 4 a.m.; the 
tension and fatigue were palpable in the close air of the 
van as Leo roared us up the road. 

Can't the Freddies see the lights? I felt a cold, hard knot 
of tension in my gut. We were almost to the closure 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
area. What if they had chained the road shut? What if 
we rounded a turn on this dusty loggers' road and came 
upon a great army of Freddies and Willies, spotlights 
flickering on, drawn guns waving.... But the road was 
open, the empty, soft blush of false dawn teasing the 
eastern horizon. 

Onward, past Pyramid Creek; no Feds; past the restriction 
sign; no Freds; and suddenly we were at the dropoff spot. 
We plunged to a halt. The rear doors swung open into the 
pre-dawn darkness, and we tumbled into the swirling dust 
of our sudden stop. 

A rush of relief. We've outfoxed the Freddies! 

And with our stupid flashlights, visible for miles, no 
doubt — the others can't seem to live without the damned 
things! — we ambled slowly down the road, me frantic with 
worry, still assuming that Freds might come popping out 
of the woodwork. 

Finally, a quarter mile down the spur road, we saw a pile 
of trees, cut into lengths and stripped of their branches. 
We stumbled along the spur to the stumpland. And stum- 
pland it was. Dozens of acres were denuded of trees, but 
the fringe of the forest was still there. Mike Jakubal, soon 
to be "Doug Fir," 
picked out his tree 
slowly and with 
a bit of difficulty, 
and we assembled 
around it. There 
was no sign of the 
loggers or their 
trucks, only some 
sleepy birdcalls. 

Mike stared at his 
tree and climbed 
into his harness. 

Every so often, 
we could hear low 
truck noises in the 
deeps of the for- 
est — coming this 
way? We couldn't 
tell. Time kicked fit- 
fully by, while my 
stomach tightened 
into a ball of worry. 

Doug Fir slowly wrapped himself in climbing gear, while I 
scanned all available horizons, my paranoia radar flickering 
from fatigue. Mike Roselle took an appropriate measure: He 
dozed, stretched out with his head pillowed comfortably on 
the slope of a stump. With his beard and long woolen over- 
coat, he looked like General Grant in repose on the battle- 
field after Gettysburg or some similar atrocity. 

"Any last words?," I asked Jakubal. 

"Oh, shit!" he replied with a laugh. Then.... 

Tink! Tink, tink, tink, tink! Doug Fir pounded home the 
first nail, seven feet up the trunk of a fine, aged Douglas 
fir, sending an electric shock through us all. The nail sank 
in three quarters of its length. Doug placed the first loop 
of his climbing harness onto it, then stepped aboard his 
"Jacob’s Ladder." The nail bent. With a frown, he studied 
the situation, then thunked the nail in deeper, until he 


could only barely hang his ladder on board, and found 
that the nail held. Relief! 

Still, he switched to the spike-sized nails — 8.5 inches long 
and as deadly looking as bayonets. Standing in his ladder, 
eight feet off the ground, he sank the next spike in. 

This one held perfectly, with not a trace of bending. He 
slung his ladder higher, bootstrapping his way up in the 
growing light. He was starting to get really up there; he 
had me belay him so that he wouldn't come tumbling to 
the ground should a foot slip or a spike give way. 

Nightmare! Doug Fir's wooden-shafted hammer broke! 
Luckily, we'd brought a spare. He continued to pound his 
way up the tree. 

Still no sign of log trucks or Freddies. We milled about 
somewhat aimlessly and watched Doug Fir climb. 

Finally, after 45 minutes, he was up! He slung his con- 
nectors to the massive branch of this mighty tree and 
we cheered our newfound hero in his perch. He pulled 
his gear up (two stout climber's bags, large enough to 
hold a week or more of supplies), and this tree was safe! 
There wasn't a logger around who could cut the tree 
down in the view of so many witnesses, including a 
Portland Alliance reporter willing to risk arrest to docu- 
ment this action. 

Then we heard 
a dull rumble be- 
hind us as a big, 
white crummy bus 
brought the first log- 
gers of the day. Our 
mood was buoyant, 
infectiously happy. 
Roselle bellowed a 
laugh, and the log- 
gers knew we were 
there — but they had 
no inkling yet that 
Doug Fir was up in 
a Doug fir. 

We ringed the 
tree, just in case, 
and after 20 min- 
utes the loggers ap- 
proached. Doug Fir 
unrolled his ban- 
ner — "Don't Cut Us 
Down!" — and a crummy that had been driving downhill 
through the clearcut desolation skidded to a halt. From 
the cloud of dust that enveloped the bus, out rang a vol- 
ley of amazed and dumbfounded curses. The crummy 
turned around and raced back uphill. We waited. 

Ten minutes later, a pair of nervous loggers in pie-pan 
aluminum helmets walked uncertainly over to us. We 
were chuckling and cracked a joke at them, and they 
swiftly relaxed, breaking into grins as they peered up at 
Doug Fir. As we bantered with them, time flew. Different 
Willies came by, loggers and managerial types, to gawk 
and snap photographs. 

Nonviolence preparation enabled the blockaders to make 
our first contact with the tree fellers calm, relaxed and jovial. 
What began with the shouted curse from a distant incom- 
ing logger became a joking discussion with several of them 



Cathedral Forest Action Group activists and Earth Firstlers group-hug an ancient 
tree in the Santiam area of the Willamette National Forest in June 1985. 
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about climbing techniques. Both sides refrained from threats 
or cutting remarks. 

The arrival, several hours later, of US Forest Service 
rangers Slagowski, Christiansen and Jones changed the 
dynamic. All eight of the blockaders on the ground were 
issued federal citations for "being in a closed area." 

Mike Jakubal, high in the tree, disclosed "Doug Fir" as 
his name and was not cited; none of the Freddies would 
climb the tree to give him a citation! 

Next came Linn County deputy sheriffs Dave Free- 
man and Dale Thurman. Freeman asked the blockad- 
ers to disperse. All but two refused. The deputies then 
arrested the rest of us on charges of criminal trespass. 
The six arrested blockaders were driven out of the for- 
est, ticketed and released. 

Willamette Industries officials then directed the loggers 
to cut the stand of trees around the occupied one. Doug 
Fir spent the day and early evening watching trees fall 
around him. 

After sunset, Doug quietly lowered himself to the 
ground to inspect the freshly killed stumpland around 
his tree. He remained on the ground for more than an 
hour and was busted at 7:30 p.m. by Slagowski, who got 
between him and the tree. 

After being held for several hours, Jakubal was released 
in Sweet Home, Oregon. When he reappeared at the EF! 
Sanctuary Camp at around midnight, there were cries of 
disbelief — "Go back up, Mike!" — and dismay that he’d 
been dry-gulched by Slagowski. 

The following morning, the tree was cut down, smashing 
Jakubal's platform full of supplies and equipment. 

Despite the Wright Brothers-like brevity of Jakubal's 
first-ever Earth First! treesit, the tactic was validated — so 
long as one never leaves a tree human-free! 

Ron Huber, EF! class of '85, is presently a fish-hugger defend- 
ing the saltwater-breathing majority from hominid rapacity in 
the 23-million-acre, wild Atlantis that stretches from Penob- 
scot Bay's eelgrass meadows to the coral-forested canyons of 
the Georges Bank plateau. 




by Ron Huber 


to the 


Trees 


In the 20 years since that quiet morning in 1985, 
when Mike Jakubal pounded his way up a Douglas fir, 
Earth First!ers have occupied hundreds of trees around 
the planet. Our tactics have been refined, as have the 
Freddie counter-measures of noise and spotlighting, 
plus hired climber goons assaulting, binding and tor- 
turing nonviolent treesitters. Some incautious tree 
elves have discovered too late the terrible impartiality 
of the law of gravity. Is the cost of treesitting becom- 
ing higher than its forest-defending benefits? 

No! To occupy a wild canopy community at risk, 
to unite one's survival to it, is a powerful act. It can 
be undertaken on short notice in reaction to an im- 
minent forest kill, or strategically, following lengthy 
planning. Unsurprisingly, given Homo sapiens' ar- 
boreal ancestry, living for a time as part of a canopy 
community seems to trigger a rewilding reflex that for- 
ever changes a person’s relationship with Nature. Vir- 
tually all of the 1985 Millennium Grove crew, long 
scattered throughout the continent, continue to la- 
bor unceasingly to protect the Earth in one way or an- 
other — as do countless other Earth First!ers who have 
spent some days and nights in a tree. 

Don't know how? There are many skilled treesit- 
ters out there ready to teach you the way back to the 
trees and how to live safely in that very different but 
very natural canopy environment. Whether fending 
off deforesters or spending a tranquil week in an un- 
threatened canopy, expect a powerful, Life-reconnect- 
ing experience. Do it! 


Violence Escalates in Southern Mexico 


On May 19, a party of gunmen ambushed Mexican envi- 
ronmental leader and campesino (peasant farmer) Albertano 
Peftalosa Dominguez and his four sons as they returned to 
their home in the community of Banco Nuevo in the south- 
ern state of Guerrero. Two of Pefialosa's sons — Armando, 
age 20, and Adatuel, age nine — were killed, while he and 
his other sons were severely wounded. 

"I ran [outside] and saw they were shooting at the 
truck," said Reyna Mojica, Penalosa's wife. "I opened the 
door of the car, and there was my older son. He was dead, 
torn apart. My little son of nine years was there, too. The 
same, with his face unrecognizable." While Penalosa's 
other sons traveled to the nearest town for medical treat- 
ment, Peftalosa remained in his home community for fear 
of being arrested or assassinated should he leave it. 

Peftalosa is a co-founder of the Organization of Envi- 
ronmentalist Campesinos of the Sierra Petatlan (OCESP), 
which is best known for its successful, direct-action 


campaign against Boise Cascade in the 1990s. Excessive 
and illegal logging destroyed nearly 40 percent of the 
Sierra PetatHn's forests before OCESP forced Boise Cas- 
cade to leave the region. 

In response to OCESP's repeated successes against the 
illegal logging industry, local businessmen and political 
bosses instigated a campaign of repression against the 
organization and its members. In November, warrants 
were issued for the arrest of Peftalosa and 14 other OCESP 
leaders, including Amnesty International prisoner of con- 
science Felipe Arreaga Sanchez, on trumped-up murder 
charges (see EF!J May-June 2005). 

For more information on how you can help pressure 
the Mexican government to protect environmental 
activists, contact Centro de Derechos Humanos de la 
Montafta, tlachinoIlan_internacional@yahoo.com. mx; 
www.tlachinollan.org; or Amnesty International, 
www.amnesty.org. 


July-August 2005 Earth First! Page 33 



Wolves 



A pissed off, Mother -Nature's- 
got-yer-back wolf to a group of 
langur monkeys in Pune, India, 

for letting an elite army officers' acad- 
emy know exactly how the natives feel 
about the military presence in their 
home. The monkeys have been disrupt- 
ing training exercises, attacking cadets, 
vandalizing equipment and ripping 
up plants, leading National Defense 
Academy officials to admit that they 
have no idea how to handle the situ- 
ation. Military officials are calling for 
the tranquilization, sterilization and 
re-release of the monkeys, which has 
angered local forestry officials. "The 
area originally belongs to animals, and 
the academy will have to live in har- 
mony with [them]," said forest officer 
Vishwas Bhadale. 

A steady shooting, car- 
culture-rejecting wolf to 
John McGivney of Lauderdale- 
by-the-Sea, Florida, for pumping 
five rounds from a .380 caliber, 
semiautomatic handgun into the hood 
of his car. After McGivney dispatched 
the aging, 1994 Chrysler LeBaron in 
the parking lot of his apartment com- 
plex on April 15, the property manager 
asked him what he was doing. "I'm 
putting my car out of its misery," Mc- 
Givney replied. Although he was arrest- 
ed on a misdemeanor for discharging a 
firearm in public and had to post $100 
bail, McGivney doesn't regret his ac- 
tions. Saying that the car had "outlived 
its usefulness," McGivney added, "It 
was worth every damn minute in that 
jail.... I think every guy in the universe 
has wanted to do [that]." 

A double-talking, greenwash- 
ing, eco-sinning poodle to World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) Australia 
for hiring Greg Bourne as its new CEO 
in September. When Bourne wasn't 
working as an adviser to former Brit- 
ish Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
or peddling his services to US corpora- 
tions, he worked for the multinational 
oil company BP Amoco — culminating 


in his appointment as regional presi- 
dent after 36 years with the company. 
Perhaps it was this track record that 
led Robert Purves, President of WWF 
Australia, to remark that "Greg has 
demonstrated a strong passion for sus- 
tainability and environmental issues.” 

Bourne, for his part, denies that his 
new job is some sort of atonement for 
past sins: "A lot of people have said 
that to me, about this decision being 
something about giving back. I say, 'I 
have never taken away.' We all do 
what we do." 

A pusillanimous, image 
obsessed poodle to the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation 
Society for removing Dr. 

Jerry Vlasak from its board 


and 



of directors on 
April 21. Vlasak, 
a trauma surgeon and outspoken ani- 
mal rights activist, was present on the 
Sea Shepherd's Farley Mowat during its 
Spring campaign against the Canadian 
seal hunt. During an interview with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
following the campaign, Vlasak was 
asked if he thought that sealers were in 
the same league as vivisectors. He re- 
plied, "Yeah, I think they're all abhor- 
rent. The threat of violence would be 
another way to stop them, and I would 
be behind that threat." 

Although Sea Shepherd Captain and 
Board Member Paul Watson has called 


Vlasak "a man who saves lives every 
day and one of the most compassion- 
ate men that I know," Vlasak was still 
forced off the board in keeping with 
Sea Shepherd's policy that nonviolence 
is not to be compromised by action or 
suggestion. 

A progress-worshipping, collat- 
eral-damage-excusing poodle to a 
new wave of pro-nuclear-power 
environmentalists for claiming that 
nuclear energy is the one 
true path toward re- 
versing the green- 
house effect. 
These industry- 
friendly ideas 
are being pushed 
by people such as 
Whole Earth Catalog founder Stewart 
Brand, Gaia theorist James Lovelock and 
Greenpeace co-founder Patrick Moore 
(who now runs commercial fish farms 
and shills for Big Timber, claiming that 
ancient forest clearcutting in British Co- 
lumbia is sustainable). 

Brand made waves in May by claim- 
ing that within the next decade, the en- 
vironmental movement will change its 
mind about nuclear power. According 
to Brand, "The environmental move- 
ment has a quasi-religious aversion to 
nuclear energy." He also said that if nu- 
clear power is overlooked in the quest 
for alternative energy, it will be "to the 
great detriment of the world's atmo- 
spheric health. Everything depends on 
getting new and better nuclear tech- 
nology designed and built." 

These "environmentalists" aren't 
just manipulating the public with their 
concealed assumption that everybody 
is on board for an industrialized, pro- 
duction-oriented future; they have also 
paved the way for politicians such as 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair to 
publicly state their opposition to life- 
style changes as a means to reduce 
carbon emissions, when large-scale in- 
creases in nuclear power offer a "green" 
alternative. 
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Rhetoric or Revolution? 


BY ATLATL 

Heartcheck by Jeff" Free" Liters and "Rob 
los Ricos" Thaxton, 36-page zine, 2005. 

"In five minutes, a man is gonna 
walk through your door and kill you 
and your family. You do not have time 
to escape. You can fight back, or you 
can die. You have the advantage. You 
know he is coming; you know what 
door. You can win this fight. 

"No, this is not the segue into a 
debate about nonviolence. If you are 
still stuck in that debate, you are not 
only reading the wrong zine, you are 
wasting valuable time." 

So opens Heartcheck, the recently 
published zine by political prisoners 
Jeff "Free" Luers and "Rob los Ricos" 
Thaxton. With its title taken from 
a prison term meaning "put up or 
shut up," Heartcheck is a rousing call 
to revolution by "two individuals 
doing time for actions [that] others 
only talk about." 

The zine begins with an introduc- 
tion by the authors and a brief but 
powerful overview of the Earth's eco- 
logical crisis. "We are not running out 
of time; we are out of time," Free says, 
setting the tone for the rest of the zine. 
What follows is a collection of loose- 
ly connected essays in no particular 
order, making Heartcheck perfect for 
browsing but perhaps a little jarring as 
a cover-to-cover read. 

Free and Rob are potent writers, and 
they direct their words like scalpels 
to the "cowardly... insurrectionary 


The authors starkly contrast American 
summit-hopping and militant rheto- 
ric with anarchist riots and bombings 
in Europe, the ongoing (and success- 
ful) anarchic uprising in Kabylia, Alge- 
ria, and the no-holds-barred sabotage 
campaigns of Stop Huntingdon Animal 



Cruelty and the Earth Liberation Front. 
They level a much-needed, brutally 
honest critique of the ineffective tac- 
tics that US radicals have fetishized in 
recent years. 

Again and again, Free and Rob 
remind us that it’s time for real 


community building and risk that 
it entails — a far cry from the in- 
stant gratification of the mass ac- 
tion! In case you somehow manage 
to miss this point, the zine closes 
with articles about physical fitness, 
martial arts, and military tactics 
and formations. 

Heartcheck's layout and graphics 
are simple and unpretentious, free of 
the grainy images and awkward an- 
gles that make so many other zines a 
headache to read. Free and Rob don't 
care about impressing you with their 
artistic skills; they want their words to 
inspire you to action. That said, the 
cover art is downright beautiful, and 
I particularly like the crossed ham- 
mer-and-wrench symbols by the page 
numbers! Physically, the zine is dura- 
ble and well put-together. 

Heartcheck costs $7, including 
postage, with discounts for bulk or- 
ders. The proceeds go to benefit Free 
and Rob, so order a couple dozen 
copies today. Use them for tabling 
and fundraising, or just for handing 
around town. 

Take note: This zine may offend 
some of your friends and cause serious 
awkwardness in your scene. Frankly, I 
hope that it does. 

Heartcheck is available from the 
EF! Journal for $7. For discounted 
bulk orders, contact Free's Defense 
Network, POB 3, Eugene, OR 97440; 
freefreenow@mutualaid.org; www. 
freefreenow.org. 

Atlatl will see you in the field, or he 


zinesters" of the US anarchist scene, revolution, with all the hard work, won't see you at all. 


Snitch Billy Cottrell Sentenced to Eight Years 

On April 18, eco-activist-turned-snitch Billy Cottrell was 
sentenced to more than eight years in prison for his role 
in an August 2003, Earth Liberation Front action target- 
ing SUVs in California's San Gabriel Valley. During his 
trial, Cottrell implicated two activists, Michie Oe and Tyler 
Johnson, testifying that he merely spray-painted the ve- 
hicles and that the others were solely responsible for the 
arsons (see EF!] January-February 2005). Oe and Johnson 
are now being sought by authorities. 

If Cottrell was expecting a "get out of jail free card" 
in exchange for his traitorous testimony, he was surely 
disappointed. US District Judge R. Gary Klausner first 


sentenced Cottrell to the mandatory minimum of five 
years. He then tacked on an additional three years and 
four months, stating that the arsons were intended to 
"influence or coerce a civilian population" and therefore 
qualified as terrorism under the USA PATRIOT Act. In ad- 
dition to this custodial sentence, Cottrell was ordered to 
pay $3.5 million in restitution — one million dollars more 
than the vehicles were worth! 

Eight years is a long time, especially when your sup- 
port group has dissolved and the activist community 
has disavowed you. It just goes to show: Snitching will 
get you nowhere.... 
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by Michelle Cook 



by Robert Paulson 

Bryon Shane "Oso Blanco" Chub- 
buck robbed 14 banks in 1998 and 
1999 to help fund indigenous and 
colonia (community) peoples and the 
Zapatista National Liberation Army in 
Chiapas, Mexico. The FBI nicknamed 
him "Robin the Hood" for his endeav- 
ors. Not only did he never brandish a 
firearm, Byron was courteous to tellers 
and other staff during the robberies. 
After he was captured, Byron escaped 
from a prison van in December 2000, 
and he began robbing banks again. 
Later shot by police and FBI agents, 
Byron was recaptured in 2001. He is 
currently serving an 80-year sentence. 


Robin the Hood 


I have been 
writing to By- 
ron for a couple 
of months. He 
is still very pas- 
sionate politically 
and gives me advice 
on books, activism 
and everyday life. 
Byron tries to stay 
involved with his 
colonia and family, 
but he has had numer- 
ous problems sending 
and receiving mail. In July 
2004, he was put in solitary confine- 
ment after he was jumped and beaten 
by a few other inmates. Somehow, his 
spirit continues to stay strong. After 
almost a year in solitary confinement, 
the warden finally released Byron 
back into the general prison popula- 
tion. He believes that this is due to 
letters and email messages sent by his 
supporters. 

The warden never did give a reason, 
but Byron believes that he remained 
in "the hold" for so long because the 
administration does not like him, 
due to his being "a New Mexico Alien 
Class Character, a sovereign" — an in- 
digenous man. 


Byron is currently looking to raise 
a minimal amount of funds for com- 
mon law help in filing challenges to 
the ridiculous, 80-year prison term 
handed to him in a fraudulent federal 
court. He writes, "I got a letter from a 
defense project at Kansas University. 
They are studying Blakely v. Washing- 
ton. They wanted to review my case. 
But they since claim that they are 
unable to help me after learning that 
I'm a political case!" 

If you would like to send Byron 
some reading material (he is con- 
stantly educating himself), it must 
be sent directly from Amazon.com 
or the publisher. 

Send letters to Byron Shane Chub- 
buck®, #07909051, POB 1000, Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, North America (Byron 
requests that people always spell out 
the state name and put "North Amer- 
ica" in place of the zip code. It is very 
important for Byron to not be associ- 
ated with zip codes, as his copyright 
sovereign name is his own). 

Robert Paulson is back from the after- 
life and living in Florida. He encourages 
everyone to just pick out and support 
one prisoner at a time. The experience 
will change you. 


.Activist Gets Six A^cmfks for A^akiKg*Tl\»»eafs*m Gourt 


On April 29, British animal rights activist Keith Mann 
was sentenced to six months in jail for contempt of 
court. Mann, who was on trial for a December 2003 
raid of Wickham Laboratories in Hampshire, had just 
been convicted of conspiracy to burgle and sentenced 
to 230 hours of community service. 

On his was out of the courtroom, Mann turned to one 
of the lab directors, Chris Bishop, and said, "Your trouble is 
only just beginning. You will need to look under your bed." 
In response, Judge Richard Price reconvened the court and 
handed Mann the custodial sentence for contempt. 


On December 13, 2003, several hundred mice were lib- 
erated from Wickham Laboratories, in a raid claimed by 
the Animal Liberation Front. 

Mann was previously sentenced in 1994 to 14 years in 
prison for arson, possessing explosives, escaping from 
custody and other charges stemming from his role in 
an anti-meat campaign. This was the second longest 
sentence given to an animal rights activist to date. He 
was released in 1998. 

Send letters to Keith Mann, KJ9365, HMP The Weare, 
Rotherham Rd, Castle Town DT5 1PZ, England. 
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From a letter... 



by Oso Blanco 


Prayer is a true voice power, yet I believe 
that many organized religions have mis- 
led the masses about prayer. Once, when I 
was on escape in Mexico, I had no mon- 
ey, no food or water. I was at a big store 
begging for pesos and a Christian taxicab 
driver came up to me and asked if I was a 
believer — a Christian. I said yes, but I did 
not have time to go into complex stories. 
He asked if I needed help to go anywhere. I 
said yes — to the Central Autobus Station in 
Juarez. He agreed to help me. 

I had been awake for four days, walking 
24 hours a day. We drove to the bus station 
talking. When we got there, I gave him all of 
the pesos I had begged, about 30. He said to 
me, "But Blanco, how are you going to get a 
ticket to Chihuahua?" I looked at him and I 
said, "I'm going in that bus station, and God 
is going to provide a ticket for me." I could 
have said the Great Spirit or Great Creator, 
but he would understand just who 1 said. 
And I said goodbye. 

I walked into that place, as I had many, 
many times before. I walked over and sat 
down with some Mormon Elders. I talked 
with them for a few minutes, and one young 
19-year-old, Elder Sholes from Arizona, 
asked me, "Do you need me to buy you a 
ticket, Blanco?" Yes, I said. Twenty minutes 
after walking into that bus station, I was on 
the Panamerican going south. 

I got into Chihuahua at 3 a.m. or so. No 
money, no food, no water, homeless, pray- 
ing every step of the way. All I had was 
willpower, vision and the heart of a spider 
warrior — a solider from my colonia. I made 
a last begging attempt for a five peso coin. 
A lady gave one to me and I got on the city 
bus to my old colonia. I went to my brother- 
in-law, Chema. He was shocked to see me. I 
told him that I had escaped from the federa- 
tes. He took me in. He called over my Indian 
friend Shasha. She took my bloody feet and 
cut off the dead, infected skin and soaked 
them in hot salt water. And she prayed for 
me. I healed. 

We killed a chicken and a rabbit. We 
made good food and had some beer, and ev- 
eryone was amazed that I had gotten away 



from the feared, evil Ameri- 
can federates. I had gone from '* 
a max lockdown cell in Santa Fe 
on a long, hard journey to a home 
where people loved me in a house in 
Chihuahua, where the little kids of my 
friends were running to me — "Oso Blan- 
co, Oso Blanco!" — jumping up into my 
arms as I sat in their kitchen. The little girl, 
six years old, of my friend Shasha, climbs 
up into my arms for a long time. Safety. 

Love. Compassion. Food, food, food. 

And Shasha cries on my shoulder about 
her hubby who is in the US working. "He 
sends no money," she cries. There are his 
two babies. The six-year-old girl sleeps 
in my arms, my chest is her bed. Shasha 
cries — I realize that I am back in Mexico. 

My vision is reality. A chicken walks past 
the kitchen door — cluck, cluck — you 
know, chicken talk. 

My brother-in-law's brother-in-law 
shouts, "Oso Blanco, don't come out- 
side! The feds are there, and the 
Mexican federal police are 
looking for you in the colo- 
nia — the rebel." 

I don't care. I stay inside 
Shasha 's house with 10 peo- 
ple all loving me! Indian, 

Mexican — they are all mixed 
up, but family — all happy, all drink- 
ing, eating. It's Christmas, New 
Year's time. They are making a lot 
of deep-fried bread, making sweet, 
mixed raisins with sugar pumpkins 
and squash. And it all gets cut up 

into a big pot, 10 gal- 

Ions big, and it's good. 

Tamales by the hun- 
dreds. But the love. They 

are poor but let me tell you, they're rich in love and unity. Boy, did my 
thoughts, vision and prayer pay off. 

I came back to New Mexico three times, robbing banks, and I sent 
letters to a radio station to speak out about prisoner abuses and the 
Zapatistas. They caught me due to this repeated contact with the radio 
station. They got a photo of one of my co-defendants and went to his 
house. I had just happened to go by there to pick up a leased car, and 
they shot me with an AR-15 in the back, left armpit. The round came out 
the front of my chest. 

So, now you have read the part of my case that got me back here in 
prison in Leavenworth. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Regulations for mail sent to prisoners 
vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending monetary donations, stamps, books 
or packages, ask prisoners what the regula- 
tions are. Assume that the authorities read 
everything that you write to a prisoner. The 
following list is a small sample of the total 
number of political prisoners and prisoner 
support groups worldwide. The EF! Journal 
offers discounted subscriptions for prisoners. 
Please contact us for more information. 

Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul.Shugaeva, 
3-1, KV.454, 220141 Minsk, Belarus. De- 
nied parole, Bandazhevsky is still serv- 
ing eight years for telling the world that 
the nuclear radiation around Chernob- 
yl was worse than the Belarus govern- 
ment reported. He has been moved to 
the above address. 

•Robert Banks was sentenced to pay a 
$500 fine on May 26 for lying to a grand 
jury that was investigating an Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) arson against a 
Chico, California McDonald's. 

•Jorge Cruz Hernandez was released 
on June 6, after serving 1.5 years for ac- 
tions taken during a celebration of the 
end to the US Navy bombing of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico. 

•Hanna Ekegren has been released 
after serving 10 months for openly 
damaging 18 machines at a chicken 
processing plant. 

•Harjit Gill was sentenced to six months 
at a halfway house and three years proba- 
tion for lying to a grand jury that was in- 
vestigating an ALF arson against a Chico, 
California McDonald's. 

•Francesco Gioia, Modulo VII, Ctra. 
Comarcal 611, km 37.6, 28770 Soto del 
Real, Madrid, Spain. On May 11, after 
having escaped house arrest and spend- 
ing nine months on the run, Gioia was 
arrested in Spain. He is a member of the 
eco-anarchist group II Silvestre and is ac- 
cused of participating in direct action and 
promoting sabotage. Gioia is fighting his 
extradition to Italy. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP Hollo- 
way, London N7 0NU, England. Serving 
6.5 years for conspiracy to cause crimi- 
nal damage to vehicles owned by people 
linked to Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 
She has been moved to the above address. 

•Jason Hall was arrested in March and 
accused of aiding and abetting Joshua 
Demmitt and snitch Harrison David Bur- 
rows in an ALF arson on an animal testing 
facility. His address is not yet available. 


•Daniel Hedqvist has been released 
after serving 10 months for openly 
damaging 18 machines at a chicken 
processing plant. 

•Jose Montanez Sanes was released 
on May 29, after serving 1.5 years for 
actions taken during the Vieques vic- 
tory celebration. 

•Cristian Paladini, Saverio Pellegrino 
and Salvatore Signore, Casa drcondariale, 
Borgo S.Nicola, 73100 Lecce, Italy. In May, 
the three men were arrested and accused 
of a series of actions, including damaging 
gas pumps in opposition to the war on 
Iraq, targeting Benetton in support of the 
Mapuche and damaging an ATM at a bank 
with links to an immigrant-detention fa- 
cility. Though they are listed together, 
they must be written to separately. 

•Alessio Perondi, a member of II Sil- 
vestre accused of promoting sabotage 
and participating in direct action, has 
been transferred to house arrest. 

•Peter Young, #223341, Dane County 
Jail, 115 West Doty St, Madison, WI 53703, 
USA. Awaiting trial for alleged involve- 
ment in a series of raids on fur farms in 
1997. Young has pled not guilty and been 
moved to the above address. For more in- 
formation, visit www.supportpeter.com. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Felipe Arreaga Sanchez, Carcel Preven- 
tiva de Zihuatenejo, Calle Paseo de la De- 
portiva s/n, Col. Deportiva, Zihuatenejo, 
Go. CP 40880, Mexico. Awaiting trial on 
false charges of homicide, as retaliation 
for his environmental organizing. Arreaga 
reads only Spanish, but letters in English, 
Spanish or German may be sent to him 
via econoticias@sosbahia.org. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, North Fraser 
Pretrial Centre, 1451 Kingsway Ave, Port 
Coquitlam, BC V3C 1S2, Canada. Facing 
extradition to the US to stand trial for al- 
leged involvement in the arson of logging 
trucks and an Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
arson of vehicles owned by a sand and 
gravel company. For more information, 
visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Amanda Cerezo Garcia, CP Alicante II, 
Ctra. N-330, km 66, 03400, Villena, Spain. 
Awaiting trial for allegedly burning a bull- 
dozer that was being used to construct a 
road. She is also accused of sending a let- 
ter bomb to a neo-Nazi politician. 

•William Frediani, Casa di Reclusione, 
Via Maiano 10, 06049 Spoleto (PG), Italy. 
Awaiting trial, accused of promoting sab- 
otage and participating in direct action. 
Frediani is a member of II Silvestre. 


•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indone- 
sia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a road 
blockade to prevent illegal logging. Furima 
and Nasira must be written to separately. 

•Charles Arthur Jordan IV, #68163- 
065, Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, 
POB 6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. 
Awaiting trial for allegedly planning to 
damage equipment at a quarry. 

•Ryan Lewis, #4101338 8W312, Sac- 
ramento County Main Jail, 651 I St, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting 
trial for alleged involvement in ELF ar- 
sons against urban sprawl. 

•Stephen Marshall, #68511-065, Fed- 
eral Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 6000, 
Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Awaiting trial 
for allegedly planning to damage equip- 
ment at a quarry. 

•Christopher "Dirt" McIntosh, #30512- 
013, FDC Seatac, Federal Detention Cen- 
ter, POB 13900, Seattle, WA 98198, USA. 
Awaiting trial for alleged involvement in 
a joint ALF/ELF arson against a McDon- 
ald's. For more information, visit www. 
supportchris.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Rye 
Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 8AN, 
England. Serving 10 years for attacking 
the managing director of HLS, liberating 
600 guinea pigs and planting incendiary 
devices under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP 
Wealstun, Walton Rd, Wetherby LS23 
7AZ, England. Serving 2.5 years for 
making phone calls to animal abusers. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, Fed- 
eral Prison Camp, POB 6000, Sheridan, 
OR 97378, USA. Serving 2.5 years for an 
ALF arson on an animal testing facility. 

•Johan Jaatinen, Anstalten Skenas, 
SE-610 31 Vikbolandet, Sweden. Serving 
six months for openly damaging 18 ma- 
chines at a chicken processing plant. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility powerlines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently. He 
can also read some English. 

•Angela Marie Cesario, #66522-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Dublin, 5675 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. 
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Serving three years and five months for 
arson of logging trucks. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C / 
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irunez Pam- 
plona, Navarra, Spain. Serving nearly five 
years for sabotaging machinery at the 
controversial Itoiz dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight months 
for arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•Jeremy Rosenbloom, #66521-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving 
three years and five months for arson of 
logging trucks. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, POB 1000, Petersburg, VA 
23804, USA. Serving three years for a se- 
ries of ELF actions against McDonald's, 
Burger King, urban sprawl, the construc- 
tion industry and an SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 7612 1, USA. Serving eight 
years and 10 months for actions violat- 
ing her parole, including dumping a cup 
of red paint over the security apparatus 
of a federal court and making warnings 
("threats") of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. In March 2004, Woodson complet- 
ed 20 years for disarming a Minuteman 
II missile silo with a jackhammer, mail- 
ing warning letters to officials with bul- 
lets inside, robbing a bank and burning 
the money. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck®, 
#07909-051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
Kansas, North America. Serving 80 
years for aggravated assault on federal 
agents, escape and bank robbery. Chub- 
buck tunneled money that he stole from 
banks to the Zapatista National Libera- 
tion Army in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. Pel- 
tier, an American Indian Movement ac- 
tivist, is serving life in prison after being 
framed for the deaths of two FBI agents 
killed during the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. 

Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies (see EF!J Novem- 
ber-December 2004). Although many of 
the Mapuche prisoners are listed together, 
they must be written to separately. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 


(chiefs) serving five years for ■intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo 
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep- 
cion — Direccion, Camino a Penco N 
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader 
serving five years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Carlos 
Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime Mar- 
ileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo Saravia, 
Jose Nain Curamil and Patricia Troncoso 
Robles, Centro Detencion Penitenciaria 
Pedro Aguirre — Cerda N 80 y Los Con- 
fines s/n°, Angol, IX Region, Chile. Huen- 
chullan and Huenulao are awaiting trial, 
accused of "terrorist arson." Troconso 


MV 

TrttTlWASNUT ONE BIT BITTER 
THAN THE MEANEST ON THE EARTH 

I SAW THEN AND I SAV HOW 
THAT WHILE THERE IS A LOWER CLASS I AM IN IT: 

WHILE THERE IS A CRIMINAL ELE Ml HT I AM OE IT: 

WllfLE THERE IS A SOUL III PRISON 

l AM NOT FREE 



and the Marileos are serving 10 years for 
"terrorist arson." Nain, a Mapuche leader, 
is serving five years for arson. 


MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco-revolu- 
tiomry group, were framed for the murder of a 
cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 years each. Al- 
though many of the MOVE prisoners are listed 
together, they must be written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 


Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Robert "Rob Los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville Hwy, 
Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a seven- 
year mandatory minimum sentence for 
throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim 
the Streets action in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, MO 
63382-0300, USA. Before she was giv- 
en a life sentence in the early 1990s 
for shooting a stalker in self defense, 
Thompson was active in animal rights 
and environmental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Actions taken during a May 2003 celebra- 
tion of the end of US military maneuvers on 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, led to the conviction 
of several activists for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, Fed- 
eral Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC 
29824-0725, USA. Serving five years. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, Federal 
Correctional Complex, US Penitentiary, 
POB 1033, Coleman, FL 33521-1033, USA. 
Serving two years and nine months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Books through Bars, 4722 Balti- 
more Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, 
USA; www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin 
St, Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 
3, Eugene, OR 97440, USA; www. 
freefreenow.org. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, 
POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 1306 Han- 
cock St, Ste 100, c/o Lucy Parsons 
Bookstore, Quincy, MA 02169, USA; 
www.prisonbookprogram.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 
Atlantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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As! anEF! I 5 

He's Working on Your Side! 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I've heard about the Northern California jury verdict on April 
28, awarding eight activists one dollar each after Eureka police 
and Humboldt County sheriff deputies swabbed the insides of 
their eyelids with pepper spray. Is it a victory for activists to win 
the case but not receive any money? 

— Eyes Burnin' from Injustice 

Dear Burnin' Eyes, 

Torture is the "intentional infliction... of severe physical 
pain or suffering... directed against persons in the offend- 
er's custody or physical control," according to the United 
Nations Convention on Torture. 

On October 16, 1997, peaceful forest activists went to the 
offices of Scotia Lumber 
and US Representative 
Frank Riggs to protest a 
deal that would have al- 
lowed more logging of 
old-growth redwood for- 
est. The cops and sheriff 
deputies came, looked 
at the folks and realized 
that the protesters had 
already won — the activ- 
ists had locked down se- 
curely, and it would take 
hours to remove them. In desperation, the 
cops and sheriffs decided to try something 
that no law enforcement agency in the US 
had yet been so cruel as to do. They forcibly peeled back 
the protesters’ eyelids, including those of two young girls, 
and swabbed the inside of their eyelids with pepper spray. 
Although the activists barely made a sound, a video of the 
process clearly shows that the pain they went through was 
more than excruciating. The activists later sued the sheriffs 
and cops for using excessive force (see page 3). 

Fast forward to April 28. After two previous inconclu- 
sive trials and appeals, the activists finally won their 
third trial with a unanimous jury verdict confirming 
that law enforcement had used excessive force against the 
protesters ! Each of the eight activists was awarded one 
dollar in damages, and now Humboldt County will 
probably be required to pay more than one million dol- 
lars in attorney fees. 

When determining the success of this lawsuit, we 
must consider what the activists wanted to achieve. As 
one of their lawyers, Tony Serra, eloquently told the As- 
sociated Press: "The plaintiffs were never in it for the 
money. They were in it for the principle." The protesters 


laughed, hugged and thanked the jury for its decision, 
and with good reason. 

The jury verdict concluding that law enforcement used 
excessive force justified what these activists had been say- 
ing, and it embarrassed their arrogant and cruel oppo- 
nents (always a good thing). The verdict also struck their 
opponents (and others like them) with fear of future em- 
barrassment and financial harm. 

Forcing the City of Eureka and Humboldt County to 
pay lots of money would taint our side if that monetary 
award did not accompany a finding or admission of ex- 
cessive force. The promise of money, without any rul- 
ing or admission that the government did any wrong, 
suggests, to me at least, that the lawsuit was brought 
primarily to make money and not for activist purposes. 
Also, money judgments, like other kinds of judgments, 
tend to be issued against the government 
entity itself and not just law enforce- 
ment. A big money judgment is 
therefore more likely to lead 
to a decrease in social ser- 
vices than it is to lead to 
firing some cops or re- 
tiring some shotguns. 
Finally, many local 
governments have so 
much money that they 
do not mind paying 
out the bucks so long as 
they get to continue do- 
ing what they wish with 
their victims. 

What these activists did here (and I include the law- 
yers when I say this) was nothing short of heroic. The 
protesters suffered greater pain for the cause than nearly 
all of us ever will. The lawyers worked literally for years 
with no guarantee of any payment, before a number 
of hostile judges and tribunals, while keeping alive the 
hope of convincing a jury to do the right thing. Their 
opponents were better funded and had salaried attor- 
neys who routinely defend these types of cases. The law 
also favors the government. 

Despite these and other obstacles, the activists succeed- 
ed in getting a verdict against taxpayer-funded torture that 
local governments everywhere will have to pay attention 
to. Now, the good guys' attorneys can force Humboldt and 
Eureka to pay for their well earned legal bill. Sounds like 
justice to me! 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o 
Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste 500, Port- 
land, OR 97204; quixote516@yahoo.com. Please write “ Dear 
EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 
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On Genocide , Ecocide and 


by The Earthbound Collective 


Those Who Resist 


Autumn in northeastern Minnesota: the maples burst 
into flame-red; bull moose rut under the weight of antlers 
spread like hammocks; the mosquitoes and tourists wane; 
and the heads of ripe wild rice nod above the steam on 
the lakes, awaiting a hushed visit by a canoe at dawn. In 
late September, a remarkable group of people will come 
together to share food, possibilities and stories of a long 
and painful history of destruction. Stories of resistance. 

We would like to invite you to the Earthbound Gather- 
ing, an event to bring together Native and non-Native peo- 
ple who share concerns about the Earth. It promises to be 
potent ground for building connections centered around a 
shared passion for Earth defense and for addressing many 
of the issues that can make organizing between Native and 
non-Native communities painful and difficult. 

This gathering is sourced from the strength of relation- 
ships between Native and non-Native activists, forged in 
the heat of the struggle. Minneapolis' 1998 Minnehaha Free 
State, the longest urban land occupation in US history, drew 
its strength and longevity from the affinity that it created be- 
tween Native, Earth First! and neighborhood people. These 
relationships continue to grow, and they inspire us today. 

We have also seen similar coalitions and relationships 
fail due to ignorance, lack of cross-cultural understanding 
and basic disrespect. We wish to study these situations in 
the hopes of learning from them and to discuss cross-cul- 
tural dynamics of all kinds. 

We are aware of some elements that have repeatedly pre- 
vented coalitions of this kind from forming, and we are ad- 
dressing them as part of our planning. For one, Earthbound 
will be strictly drug- and alcohol-free. We expect everyone 
present to have a basic respect for each other and to strive 
to really listen. We would like each person who attends to 



be interested in healing and mutual understanding across 
the lines of race and other distinctions. 

At Earthbound, we seek to address the following and 
more: racism; cultural appropriation; white guilt; cultural 
genocide; the struggle for cultural identity; strong coali- 
tions created in the past; failed coalitions and the reasons 
why; current resistance campaigns; forms and perspectives 
of struggle; ways to reconnect with each other, the Earth 
and ourselves; youth in activism, coalitions and culture; 
and traditional, Earth-based skills and crafts. Presenters on 
any of these topics are strongly encouraged to contact us! 

Earthbound will take place from September 23-26, near 
Eveleth, Minnesota. It will be free to all, Including food and 
lodging. We expect to be able to provide some travel assistance 
for elders, youth, families and others who may have need. 

Our organizing circle presently includes young and mid- 
dle-aged people of European and Native American descent. 
We are only a few, and we are looking to grow. Please con- 
tact us if you want to learn more, help organize, give input 
or criticism, present a workshop, help fundraise or get the 
word out, donate resources, attend or just stay informed. 

We hope that an uncommon spirit of honesty and heal- 
ing will animate this gathering, so that we may discover 
the common ground in our struggles. We believe in our 
hearts that we can support each other in new ways — not 
only to make a new world, but also to save the old. 

For more information, contact the Earthbound Col- 
lective, POB 490, Finland, MN 55603; (800) 669-8418; 
earthboundcollective@hotmail.com. 


UK EF! Summer Gathering 

August 17-21 • Peak District National Park 
Brighton, East Sussex, England 

This gathering is aimed to inspire and train all those 
opposed to the destruction of our planet. It will cover a 
large range of practical skill and struggles, including: self- 
defense, nanotechnology, blockade tactics, Gleneagles, 
G8, navigation, Iceland dams, action first aid, indigenous 
resistance, climbing, identification cards, road and airport 
expansion, primitive skills, organizing actions and cam- 
paigns, climate change, and ecological restoration. 

There will be a reception tent, vegan food, a reading li- 
brary, women's space and a quiet camping area. 

The event is £10, not including food. You may bring your 
own or purchase meal tickets for £3.50 a day. Children are 
welcome, but there is no childcare provided. There is a 
strict limit on the number of dogs that are able to be on 
site, so please contact the organizers beforehand if you 
wish to bring your dog. Please do not bring cameras. 

For more information, contact EF! Summer Gathering 
2005, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY, Eng- 
land; 0845-355-0111; summergathering@yahoo.co.uk; 
www.earthfirstgathering.org.uk. 
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The Foundations of a Movement: 

An Animal Rights Conference 
July 9-10- New York City, New York 

Friends of Animals' upcoming conference in New York 
will cover an array of issues, such as activism, diet, femi- 
nism, ecology and untangling the threads of domination. 
Speakers include: Vicky Crosetti, executive director of the 
Tennessee Valley Humane Society; Lee Hall, legal director 
of Friends of Animals; Peter Galvin, conservation director 
of the Center for Biological Diversity; and others. A vegan 
continental breakfast will be offered each morning. 

The cost of attendance for both days is $75. The cost for 
Saturday only is $50, Sunday only costs $35, and a two-day 
student admission is $20. 

For more information, contact Friends of Animals, 
777 Post Rd, Ste 205, Darien, CT 06820; (203) 656-1522; 
www.friendsofanimals.org. 


Ninth Continental Bioregional Congress 
July 9-17 • Earthaven Ecovillage 
Black Mountain, North Carolina 

Earthaven ecovillage, located in the beautiful Southern Ap- 
palachians, was started in 1994. At Earthaven, there is a sauna, 
swimming hole, hiking trails and a give-away store (donations 
accepted) for you to check out during your visit. 

It is here that participants in the bioregional congress 
will gather to develop realistic and restorative ways of life 
for the bioregions of the continent. Events include: cul- 
tural celebrations from different bioregions, meal circles, 
discussions, focus circles, women and men circles, massage 
and yoga. On July 9, tours of Earthaven will be offered 
throughout the day. 

Childcare will be available. No pets, drugs, weapons, bad 
attitudes, anti-bacterial soap or other non-biodegradable 
products please. 

For registration information, contact Mary Armstrong, 
1025 Camp Elliot Rd, Black Mountain, NC 28711, Katuah; 
(828) 664-0067; biocongress2005@earthaven.org. 



The Crane Project 
July 9-August 6 • Colorado 

In remembrance of the 60th anniversary of the nuclear 
bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, the Crane Project will be 
traveling Colorado's Uranium Trail, calling attention to this 
state's role in the nuclear industry and taking nonviolent 
direct action to put a stop to it. 

The Crane Project is a grassroots coalition of communi- 
ties concerned about the environmental, social and health 
consequences of nuclear weapons and energy. 

Colorado has historically played a major role in the min- 
ing and processing of uranium, causing vast devastation of 
the Earth within the bioregion and to the lives and culture 
of the people who suffer from the production and use of 
nuclear weapons. 

This week of action will feature a nuclear film festival, 
skillshares, speakers, direct action, and, on August 5 and 6, 
a caravan across Colorado to speak out against nuclear pro- 
liferation! Housing, food and childcare are available. 

For more information, contact the Crane Project, 
CraneProject2005@yahoo.com; www.thecraneproject.org. 


Providence Anarchist Bookfair 
July 16 • Providence, Rhode Island 

Find awesome books, zines, stickers, pamphlets and 
anarchist literature of all stripes at Providence's Anarchist 
Bookfair. The fair is being held in conjunction with AS220, 
a local community art space that is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary. 

The day's events will take place at 115 Empire Street in 
downtown Providence. All of Empire Street will be closed to 
traffic, and the day-long fair is free and open to the public. 

For more information, contact sue@circleacycles.com. 
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Toward Carfree Cities V 
July 1 8-2 1 • Budapest, Hungary 

People from around the globe are invited to help make 
car-free cities a reality. Toward Carfree Cities V will offer a 
number of workshops, speakers, exhibitions, movies and, 
yes, even a bike ride. Discussions will center around the 
promotion of walking and cycling in less motorized regions, 
making cities pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly, raising funds 
and networking. 

Conference attendees are also welcome to attend the World 
Carfree Network's annual general meeting, which takes place 
on July 22. 

The registration price is determined by the number of 
days attended, whether you are a student and whether you 
purchase your tickets in advance. 

For more info., visit www.worldcarfree.net/conference. 


Feral Visions Against Civilization: 
Third Annual Green Anarchist Gathering 
July 27-August 3 • Southern Appalachia 

As we embark on the process of rewilding — of opening 
ourselves to the wild desires that lie latent in our hearts 
and bodies — we can look to each other for knowledge and 
inspiration. We can never live as if we weren't born into 
civilization's logic of control and distrust, but we do have 
the power to begin to de-civilize ourselves now. 

A recent surge of interest in primitivist and anti-civili- 
zation ideas has supported publications, gatherings and 
all sorts of collaborations. The informal Black and Green 
Network converges to share and coordinate, cross-pollinate 
and inspire each other through our interactions in a wild 
place. The exact location will be announced one week 
before the gathering. 

Some of the subjects focused on in the past have in- 
cluded anti-civilization theory, emotional recovery from 
civilization, radical communication, ecofeminism, nihil- 
ism, indigenous solidarity, anarcho-primitivism, symbolic 
culture, post/anti-leftism, insurrectionism and direct-action 
strategy. There have been skillshares on hide tanning, arrow- 
fletching, basketry, shelter building, wild foods gathering, 
friction fire-making and roadkill skinning. 

Kids, parents and folks thinking about future parenting 
are encouraged to participate in kids' activities and to share 
experiences in raising children outside of civilization, feral par- 
enting, teaching ecological awareness and un-schooling. 

For more information, contact (866) 460-2945; 
www.greenanarchy.org/feralvisions. 


Twin Oaks Communities Conference 
August 19-21 • Louisa, Virginia 

In the works for this year's event is a panel on service-ori- 
ented communities, discussion on the creation of a healing 
culture in international community and a look at the role 
of the Communities Movement in society. 

Food will be mostly potluck style, with Twin Oaks pro- 
viding breakfast and a few staples such as milk, yogurt and 
salad. There will be workshops, sharing circles and time to 
enjoy the beautiful surroundings with wonderful people. 
Childcare is available. No pets, please. 

For more information, contact Twin Oaks Community, 
138 Twin Oaks Rd, Louisa, VA 23093; (540) 894-5126; 
www. t winoaks . org/conference . 


Reproduce and Revolt!: 

Radical Graphics for the 2 1 st Century 

Reproduce and Revolt! will be a book of more than 300 new 
and interesting political illustrations. It is open source/anti- 
copyright, with easily reproduced graphics for everyone 
to enjoy. 

Send in your submissions of radical artwork to fill the 
pages of Reproduce and Revolt! Some suggestions include: 
anti-authoritarianism, anti-racism, counter globalization, 
environment, feminism, government, health care, housing, 
international society, labor, media, prisons, protest, queer 
liberation and war. All images must be black and white, 
high resolution (at least 600 dpi for grayscale, 1200 dpi for 
line art); at least 6x6 inches; easily reproduced. 

Submissions must be received by October 31. All medi- 
ums are accepted. There is no limit to the number of your 
submissions. 

Send submissions or requests for complete entry guidelines 
to Josh MacPhee, R & R, POB 476971, Chicago, IL 60647; 
reproduce@justseeds.org. 
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Matriarchal societies past and present. 
Matriarchal spirituality. Matriarchal policy 


Contrary to the common prejudice which sees matriarchies as 
“women's rule" these societies have real gender-egalitarian. consensus- 
based and peaceful traditions. Their cultural genius can give the 
guidelines for a better future. Please come to this groundbreaking 
congress which will bring together speakers from Africa, Asia. Europe. 
North and South America with a special invitation to indigenous 


jtivist met 
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secure online ordering 
last shipping 

books, tines CDs DVDs posters, gear, and moie 
new titles weekly 
Independent as luck 


green 

Vwiiwy SUSIAINAPIE ECONOMY ECOlOOICAl PAIANCE SOOAt JUSTICE 


You want to be green, but you have questions. 

At. Green Festival you'll find real answers, a bustling green marketplace, great food 
and live entertainment. 

Live well, do good. 

300 exhibits 
60 speakers: 

amy goodman September 24 & 25 

democracy now! Washington dC 

michael ierner Washington convention center 

tikkun 

anuradha mitlal nnx/pm hp r S & 

the Oakland institute I lUVtJI I lUtfl J « O 

Paul siameis sanfrancisco 

lungi periecti concourse exhibition center 

hazel henderson 

ethical marketplace 

medea benjamin 377 727 2179 

code pmk WW w.greenfestiva!s,org 

jimhightower ...^ .. .. 

let's stop beating around Me tmh exhibit Space available 


877 727 2179 
www.greenfestivals.org 

exhibit space available 


Nationwide / international 
All ages • Straight / gay 
Since 1984 


free sample: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 


Concerned* dingles 

links socially conscious 
singles who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 


SOCIETIES OF PEACE 

The Second World Congress 
on Matriarchal Studies 


an antidote to corporate monoculture 


infoSHOP 


women and men from matriarchal societies worldwide. 

Center for the Study of the Gift Economy, USA and the 
International Academie HAGIA, Germany. 

SPEAKERS 

Yvette Abrahams (Khoisan. South Africa), Lamu Gatusa (Mosuo. 
China). Heide Gbttner-Abendroth (Germany). Kaarina Kailo(Finland), 
Barbara Mann (Bear flan of the Ohio Seneca, North America), Joan 
Marlcr (USA). Vicki Noble (USA), Peggy Reeves Sunday (USA), 
Genevieve Vaughan (USA), and many others 


a joint project of 


Sept. 29 - Oct. 2, 2005 

Texas State University San Marcos, Texas 
www.second-congress-matriarchal-studies.com 
(512)444-1672 


The NAFTA fraud in Mexico, the failure of the WTO, 

and the case for global revolt. 


New DVD release! 

contains english and Spanish versions 
64 minutes, includes choice of 3 shorter edits 

order from: 

_ www.activisfmediaproject.net 
www.akpress.org 
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AMY GOODMAN 

DEMOCRACY NOW! 

DERRICK JENSEN 


WELCOME TO THE MACHINE 


MIKE RUPPERT 


CROSSING THE RUBICON 


TEN YEARS OF POWERFUL IDEAS 


Address . 


City, State, Zip+4 , 


.Country. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription q $40 Surface Mail, International 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) Q $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 First Class Q $50 Air Mail, International 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate j DONATION 

O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


HUNTER LOVINS 

NATURAL CAPITALISM 


BHiCillS HEALTHY FflOB 
IRSSRIC BEER l WIRE 
FP KIDS' ACTIVITIES 


S81M MERRY-GO-ROUND 


AUGUST 20 & 21 

SOLAR LIVING INSTITUTE HOPLAND CALIFORNIA 


www.solfest.org 707 744 2017 
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Buffalo Field Campaign 

Footage from the Field 
2005 DVD $20.00 


Yellowstone. M l 59758, (406) 646-0070 
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Give Me a Home, First 

Yellowstone buffalo endure Days of Life, Quarantine 17, 
every winter and spring. Welcome to Yel low'stone. 

Share these powerful images Buffalo Hope, Why We Exist 
in your community. Fact sheets, photos & more! 


8° •• •• BuffaioFieldCa m paign.org ^ 


In dozens of news articles detailing 
numerous underground actions in North 
America, comment has been unavailable 
to counter the interests of the animal 
abusers, who have spoken largely 
unopposed. 

% 

No longer. 

NAALPO members are not 
“spokespersons" for the animal liberation 
movement, but rather a growing group of 
tested, well-spoken professionals and 
activists who provide the media with 
information regarding actions by the 
underground, along with explanations of 
their ideology and philosophy 


NORTH AMERICAN 

IMAL 
V LIBERATION 
PRESS OFFICE 

-^,1 21044 Sherman Way #21 1 

ff/ Canoga Park, CA 9 1 302 

T ^Ph: (818) 932-9997 Fax: (818) 932-9998 
www.AnimalLibPress.org 
animallibpress@yahoo.com 
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EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY 



ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Conservation 
Alliance 

POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP SF! 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; shunka_2004@yahoo.com 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
The Infoshop/Slingshot 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
smartMeme project 
2940 16th St, Ste 216, 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

COLORADO 

Breakdown Book Collective 
1409 Ogden St, Denver, CO 80218 
(303) 832-7952; 
info@breakdowncollective.org 
DIY Traveler's Inn 

(303) 554-0923; pathogenusa@ecomail.org 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Turnpike, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 

310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 323-7328; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1119 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

People's Free Space 
peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 
Foglight Distribution 
POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
MASSACHUS ETTS 


Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; adam@wetlandspreserve.org 

NEW 1ERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail .com 

OHIO 

Comer Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; 

info@eastemforestdefense.org 

The Wire: A Community Resource Center 

21 Kem St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
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ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

UO Survival Center 

EMU, Ste 1, UO Campus Center, Eugene, 

OR 97403 
(541) 346-4356 
PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EFl/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 505-9207; elfensteinll26@yahoo.com 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

katuah@riseup .net 

Nashville EF! 

mjsnashville@hushmail.com 

TEXAS 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
VIRGINIA 
Shenandoah EF! 

POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@yahoo.com 
W ASHI NGTON 
Olympia EF! 

POB 2640, Olympia, WA 98507 

olyef@cascadiarising.org 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, 

Olympia, WA 98502 
james@lastwizards.com 
Environmental Resource Center 
Evergreen State College, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, W1 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


INTERNATION 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540, 
Australia 

(61) 2-44-466-477 
CANADA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6, Czech Republic 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, 

Czech Republic 

(420) 274-810-849; (420) 274-777-019 (fax); 

info@carbusters.org 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Ujpdate 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 

Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
London Rising Tide 
62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 
0770-879-4665; london@rlsingtide.org.uk 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

ERANCE 

Les Eco-Guerriers 

71 Av Jean Jaurfes, 92140 Clamart, France 

01-40-95-09-06 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

c/o Manuel Llndlnger 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 12045 

Berlin, Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB 14, Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229, Patna-800 001 

Bihar, India 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

972 (0) 3 516 2349 


AL CONTACTS 


NErHEBLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; 31-20-468-2275 (fax); 
aseedeur@antenna.nl 
GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht, 

Netherlands 
31-84-8666018 (tel/fax) 

NIGERI A 

Environmental Rescue International/ 

EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 

City, Nigeria 

234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Davao 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 

8000, Phillipines 

ROLAND. 

Citizen's Environmental Movement 
ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz, Poland 
42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org. pi 
R US SIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43 
Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082, Russia 
(8312) 34-32-80 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB, Scotland 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

91 South St, St Andrews, Fife KYI 6 9Q, 

Scotland 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016, 

South Africa 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago, Spain 

S W EDE N 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg, 

Sweden 

UKRAI NE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 
7 38 (044) 265-7628 
WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr Bangor, 
Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 
01248-355821 
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Tyranny 

is Best Challenged Early 


by Jeff "Free" Luers 

I can always tell when Spring has arrived. The air 
smells different, the atmosphere feels different, and I 
always feel the urge to rabble rouse. It is a tradition, 
every year around this time, for the Department of Cor- 
rections and me to butt heads. Perhaps it is a primal re- 
sponse to each other's existence. Whatever the reason, 
this year's dance has begun. 

As many of you may be aware, back in 2003, I was 
thrown in the hole for writing a letter, published in the 
Earth First! Journal, about my experiences and beliefs (see 
EF!J July-August 2003). The timing of my isolation suspi- 
ciously coincided with the first day of protest against my 
sentence. For the 
past two years, 

I've been consis- 
tently questioned 
about my plans 
for the annual 
June Day of Ac- 
tion (as if I have 
any say in what 
you all do). Ever 
since my time in 
the hole, I have 
been denied the 
ability to have jour- 
nalists come to inter- 
view me. That denial now 
appears to have been extended 
to include CNN. 

The censorship also includes my 
outgoing mail, specifically my artwork. 

My drawing of three people in a cloud 
of tear gas — one womyn holding a sling- 
shot, another holding a molotov like a 
candle, and a man holding a brick — has 
been censored. The prison refuses to allow 
me to mail it because "it endorses and sup- 
ports anarchist activity." 

Not only is this restriction a violation of 
"law," it flies in the face of logic. The art 
is supposedly too dangerous to mail out, 
but I can keep it in the prison safely. No 
one ever said that you have to be smart 
to work here. I am already challenging this issue, but I 
suspect that it will be many months before the public can 
view the drawing. 

The implications of this are not good, however. The 
prison may soon try to censor anything that I say or write, 


claiming that it supports anarchist or Earth Liberation 
Front activity. Remember: If they can do it to me, they 
may soon do it to you. 

Things are starting to go downhill fast in this coun- 
try — not just the draconian laws being passed, but the in- 
creasing repression of dissent. History has shown us time 
and again that tyranny is best challenged early, because 
once established, it is at its most formidable. We must 
not make this mistake. We must not lose momentum or 
cower in fear of the state. But most important of all, you 
cannot rely on someone else to make a stand for you. 
Practice what you believe. 

There is so much that a small group of people can ac- 
complish, and our numbers are far from few. Recognize 

the power you have. 
Look around your 
city or town; find 
the sources of in- 
justice and oppres- 
sion, whether they 
are corporations or 
state agencies. Chal- 
lenge them, fight 
on your terms, try 
something new and 
use unconventional 
means. Above all, 
find a way to win. 

My friends, my 
sisters and brothers, 
we have been idle 
| too long. The founda- 

| tion for tyranny and oppression is laid. 
J The World Trade Organization, the Bush 
| administration, Homeland Security — how 
^ much more must we take? How much 

| longer will we wait? It is not for nothing 

3 that we dream! 

We have a right to struggle and take back 
what is ours. We have a responsibility to 
create something that is better. If you be- 
lieve this, if you feel freedom stirring in 
your blood, if injustice makes you sick 
and oppression fires your rage, then you 
must do something. 

Inaction speaks as loudly as action, 
but it says something completely different. 

Jeff "Free" Luers is serving a more than 22-year prison sen- 
tence for burning three SUVs at a car dealership in Eugene, Or- 
egon, in June 2000. Write to him at Jeffrey Luers, # 13797671 , 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310. 
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BY POLITICAL PRISONERS JEFFREY U FREE” LuERS 

AND U Rob los Ricos” Thaxton 


With millions of people dying and 
the environment being poisoned 
and destroyed, there are really 
only three kinds of people: 
the victims, the problem and 
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The Finger-Pointing That Must End 


In recent months, we have received 
numerous letters and submissions 
regarding Problem Animal's contro- 
versial "The Peace that Must End" 
(see EF!J March-April 2005), as well 
as john johnson and Captain Paul 
Watson's subsequent responses (see 
EF!J May-June 2005). We were not 
surprised by the heated debate that 
these articles generated. What did 
catch us off-guard was the frequency 
with which we, the editorial collec- 
tive, were scolded for our decision 
to publish these pieces. This kind of 
reaction is troubling to us, not only 
because it seems to be a convenient 
strategy for avoiding any kind of pro- 
ductive dialogue between contrary 
views, but also because it indicates a 
major misunderstanding of the Jour- 
nal’s purpose and editorial process. 


Controversy has always been a de- 
fining element of the Journal. It is an 
expected — even treasured — feature 
of a publication that brings together 
diverse concerns, campaigns and cri- 
tiques. It is our hope that by acknowl- 
edging this multiplicity of viewpoints, 
our movement can achieve a unity of 
purpose — not just in these pages, but 
in our struggles as well. 

It is with this goal in mind that the 
editorial collective has embraced a pro- 
cess in which we attempt to minimize 


our individual or collective views, in 
order to select material that most accu- 
rately represents the movement in its 
entirety. As a result, we sometimes pub- 
lish content that we dislike or disagree 
with — if we feel that it contributes an 
opinion or analysis that our readers 
should be aware of (see our submission 
policy on the right of this page). 

At times, we might be tempted to 
censor voices that we view as reaction- 
ary, divisive or excessively critical — 
but what purpose would that really 
serve? Censorship would minimize 
our awareness of questionable trends 
within the movement, and our abil- 
ity to respond effectively. Providing 
an editorial disclaimer specifically for 
content that we find objectionable — as 
some readers have suggested — would 
alienate the author and marginalize 
like-minded EFIers. It would also grant 
the editorial collective a level of au- 
thority that is incompatible with 
an egalitarian movement. 

Ultimately, the responsibil- 
ity for challenging problematic 
voices lies with the movement it- 
self— with you, the reader. Unlike most 
other publications, the EF! Journal is not 
a commodity to be consumed; on the 
contrary, it is an evolving, movement- 
wide forum and resource that cannot 
exist without your participation. 

If there is an article that you dislike, 
disagree with or even despise, we en- 
courage you to write a convincing and 
moving response. Reply to the article 
itself, not the fact that it was print- 
ed; attacking the author for writing 
the piece (or the editorial collective 
for running it) may feel good, but it 
doesn't contribute to a useful dialogue. 
To us, a dialogue means a productive 
exchange of ideas, achieved through 
attentive listening, a measured and 
courteous response, and a willingness 
to engage in honest self-exploration. 
That can be one of the hardest things 
in the world to do, but our movement 
can't prosper without it. 

— EF! Journal Collective 
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Central Arizona's Fossil Creek 




Wild Desert River Runs Dry 


The Charleston gauge measuring station on the Southwest's last un- 
dammed desert river ran dry for three days in mid-July, for the first 
time in 75 years. 

The 140-mile-long San Pedro River flows north from Mexico through 
southeastern Arizona until it meets the Gila River. The San Pedro is 
fed by groundwater reserves, which have long kept it flowing even 
through the driest months. While hydrologists and government of- 
ficials were quick to blame a late rainy season and a nine-year drought 
for the river's woes, environmentalists note that the San Pedro has 
weathered these natural variations before. The culprit, they insist, is 
excessive groundwater pumping to feed the exploding population of 
the region's sprawling cities and military bases. Sierra Vista, for ex- 
ample, currently pumps out 10,000 more acre-feet of water than the 
rains replenish every year. 

"We can't control nature," said Robin Silver of the Center for Biolog- 
ical Diversity. "What we can control is the groundwater pumping." 

By the 1940s, excessive groundwater pumping had caused the San- 
ta Cruz River, which flows through Tucson, to run dry except during 
heavy rains. In 1998, hydrologist Rick Koehler predicted that the San 
Pedro was on course for the same fate, and that the Charleston gauge 
station would run dry for a few days by 2006. 

A 35-mile stretch of the San Pedro River was designated in 1988 as 
the US's first riparian national conservation area. The lush vegetation 
along the river's banks provides a home for 400 species of birds, 81 
species of mammals and 43 species of reptiles and amphibians, and it 
provides a critical stopover for migrating birds. 


by RenLe Guillory 

Near Strawberry, Arizona, full flows re- 
turned to Fossil Creek for the first time in 
nearly a century, on June 18. Back-to-back 
celebrations took place that day — one 
sponsored by Arizona Public Service (APS), 
the utility that operated Fossil Creek's 
dams, and another hosted by the Center 
for Biological Diversity (CBD), who led the 
campaign to decommission the dams. 

David Harbster, professor of biology at 
Paradise Valley Community College, was 
moved by both the ceremony and the spir- 
it of the day: "The release of the water of- 
fers a sense of freedom, and you can never 
take this back.... It's a very emotional and 
uplifting thing." 

Fossil Creek flows from Fossil Springs, 
greening the arid landscapes along the Mo- 
gollon Rim, just north of the rugged Mazat- 
zal Mountains. So abundant are the springs 
at its source that Fossil Creek, which even- 
tually flows into the Verde River, provides 
up to half of the Lower Verde's water dur- 
ing the driest times of the year. 

The area was once a wilderness in the full- 
est sense of the word (if not legally protect- 
ed as such): remote, rugged and bustling 
continued on next page 
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photo by Robin Silver 








continued from previous page 
with wildlife. The travertine pools and waterfalls along 
this raucous stream provided (and in places still provide) 
rare sanctuary for native fishes like the Sonoran sucker, 
the desert sucker, the speckled dace, the longfin dace and 
the roundtail chub. 

In the early 1900s, in order to serve the power needs of 
nearby mining towns, two diversion dams began siphon- 
ing a whopping 95 percent of Fossil Creek's waters into 
what were Arizona’s first hydroelectric power plants. Si- 
lenced to a whisper, Fossil Creek itself felt the thirst of the 
landscape it once thrived in. 

But in the West, boom can quickly turn bust. By the 
1990s, the plants no longer fed greedy mines and pro- 
vided only about 0.01 percent of APS's power supply. A 
window on restoration was opening. 

APS faced impending CBD lawsuits in 1997 and 1999, as 
well as the specter of mounting public pressure and a pro- 
longed campaign of disparaging protests. APS was forced 
to compare the enormous environmental and economic 
costs of operating the plants against the benefits of letting 
a gem of a river run freely again and the reasonable, one- 
time cost to dismantle the sites. 

Robin Silver, a co- 
founder of CBD, took 
APS's then-CEO Bill Post 
on a field trip to Fos- 
sil Canyon. The men 
share a common his- 
tory growing up in Ari- 
zona and enjoying its 
wild places. They talked 
about rivers and the 
toll that human impact 
has taken on them in 
the desert southwest, 
and about the fact that 
more than 90 percent 
of the southwest's riv- 
ers are already gone. 

Post gave restoration 
the green light. How- 
ever, he faced a not- 
too-surprisingly reluctant staff and board at APS — and an 
uphill battle within his company to follow through on 
his personal commitment. While Post fought the inside 
game, a fledgling coalition, the Fossil Creek Environmen- 
tal Partners, campaigned to broaden public support for 
restoring Fossil Creek. 

Using provisions of a cornerstone environmental law, 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), envi- 
ronmental groups worked with land managers and oth- 
er interested parties to exchange ideas and information. 
They worked to craft a wish list for the river and its 
pristine environs. 

Meanwhile, plans for legal action continued, since it 
looked like Post would not be successful in winning APS's 
voluntary support for the project. Large protests were 
planned. Then suddenly, on the eve of a picket at APS’s 
Phoenix headquarters, word came that APS was on board. 

It would take years, yet a persistent coalition made up 
of natural resource agencies, university scientists, the 


Yavapai-Apache Nation, APS and the Fossil Creek Environ- 
mental Partners eventually finalized plans to decommis- 
sion the dams and restore the creek's disturbed areas. 

During the decommissioning celebration in June, one 
could see that Fossil Creek has many soul mates. Speak- 
ers from the Yavapai-Apache Nation offered eloquent 
sentiments, which surely once informed Aldo Leopold's 
philosophy and land ethic: "When we see land as a com- 
munity to which we belong, we may begin to use it with 
love and respect." 

Vincent Randall, a Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal Coun- 
cil member, remarked that "water is alive.... The water 
has been angry because our people built the flume, the 
dams.... My nephew, the holy man here, said whenever 
you dam up the water, you have stopped up its life, its 
freedom; it may flow, but it lacks vitality.” 

Earth First! folk musician Dana Lyons joined the festivi- 
ties. He suggested that if a place such as Arizona — a place 
thirsty for water and burdened with increased demands 
for power — could take out a dam, it could happen any- 
where. Lyons stood in the creek, playing his guitar and 
singing his classic anti-dam song: "There's a drop of water 
on the wall, and the drop's about to fall...." Before long, 

the water began to rise 
around his ankles. 

Silver lamented that 
just as Fossil Creek 
was being feted, some 
members of Congress 
want to trash the En- 
dangered Species Act 
(ESA) and NEPA. In fact, 
Arizona Congressman 
Rick Renzi was host- 
ing an anti-ESA/NEPA 
hearing in Pinetop, Ari- 
zona, on that very same 
day. These laws are the 
heart, bone and muscle 
of habitat protection, 
and they would prob- 
ably have ensured the 
success of any lawsuit 
to restore Fossil Creek, had that step been necessary. 

"Someday our kids will look back on what we've done — 
hopefully, Fossil Creek won't be the only stream that's left 
thriving in Arizona," said Silver. 

What next? Well, the restoration of Fossil Creek will test 
both our political will and our scientific acumen. Vigorous 
support will be needed for legislation that will designate 
federal Wild and Scenic River status for Fossil Creek. A 40- 
mile stretch of the Verde River is Arizona's only contri- 
bution to the Wild and Scenic River system. Fossil Creek 
meets the Lower Verde along that stretch, and it makes 
sense that Fossil Creek should be designated as a Wild and 
Scenic River as well. With that level of protection in place, 
Fossil would be an excellent case study for how to dis- 
mantle a working power plant and restore native fishes 
and the habitats that sustain them. 

Renee Guillory is a freelance writer based in Phoenix, Ari- 
zona. A version of this article originally appeared in the Sierra 
Club Grand Canyon Chapter's Canyon Echo. 



Soaking up the cool waters of Fossil Creek during a day of celebration 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 


Dear Earth First! Journal, 

The Earth Liberation Pris- 
oners Support Network (ELP) 
is sorry to inform you that we 
have had to remove Angela 
M. Cesario and Jeremy Rosen- 
bloom from our prisoner lists. 
Both of these people are po- 
lice informants who have 
made statements against Tre 
Arrow, and both Cesario and 
Rosenbloom have agreed to 
testify against Tre in court. 

For several months, there 
have been rumours and spec- 
ulation about these two and 
suggestions that they, have 
agreed to testify against their 
co-defendant, Tre Arrow. 

ELP was aware of the ru- 
mours, but obviously we can- 
not label someone a police 
informant on the grounds of a 
rumour, and we asked for evi- 
dence of their cooperation. 

At the start of June, one of 
Tre Arrow's lawyers approached 
ELP with the evidence we re- 
quired. We investigated the 
evidence in full and after a 
whole month of carrying out 
our inquiries, which included 
viewing legal documents con- 
firming that both Cesario and 
Rosenbloom have entered into 
a cooperation agreement and 
being shown the true extent of 
that agreement, ELP can con- 
firm that these two are police 
informants and traitors to the 
movement. 

ELP would like to apologize 
to Tre and his supporters for 
having listed these two people. 
We also apologize to everyone 
who has written to Cesario 
and Rosenbloom as a result of 
seeing them on our lists. 

— Earth Liberation Prisoners 
Support Network 

Dear SFB, 

The subject of snitches with- 
in the radical environmental 
and animal rights/liberation 
movement has been covered 
in the pages of this magazine, 


as well as in countless discus- 
sions in the past. Despite the 
measures taken and the arti- 
cles written, the problem per- 
sists. In the last year, incidents 
of individuals choosing to co- 
operate with the government 
against their co-defendants 
have mushroomed. Why this 
is so is beyond the scope of 
this letter, but one thing is 
clear: this activity threatens 
the direct-action movement's 
ability to grow and increase 
in strength. There are many 
people who can be discussed, 
but the most relevant ex- 
amples are the three snitches 
who, at this point in time, can 
still testify against their co-de- 
fendants and hurt them more 
than they already have. 

We refer to snitch Justin 
Samuel (co-defendant of ac- 
cused mink liberator Peter 
Young) and snitches Angela 
Cesario and Jeremy Rosen- 
bloom (co-defendants of ac- 
cused Earth Liberation Front 
member and soon-to-be-ex- 
tradited Tre Arrow). These 
three individuals have en- 
tered into deals with the gov- 
ernment in order to get lesser 
sentences. 

This has been proven de- 
spite the fact that some indi- 
viduals in Portland still cling 
to the hope that snitches Ce- 
sario and Rosenbloom are not 
guilty of this betrayal. The de- 
tails have been confirmed and 
circulated online by members 
of legitimate prisoner support 
groups. Tre Arrow will most 
likely be extradited and face 
serious charges in Oregon. As 
part of their plea agreement, 
which gave them fairly minor 
sentences, they agreed to tes- 
tify against Tre Arrow. This is 
unacceptable. 

Snitch Justin Samuel, de- 
spite being in denial of be- 
ing a snitch and receiving 
a welcome back to the ani- 
mal rights community by 


some regressive animal rights 
groups in San Diego, also may 
be required to testify against 
Peter Young who is facing 
very serious charges — way 
more serious than Justin, who 
got off quite easy with a 2.5 
year sentence. He has said he 
will not testify against Peter, 
but then again, he also said 
Peter and himself had a deal 
that they would cooperate if 
caught — a truly absurd idea! 

Let us be clear. This problem 
will continue. Wannabe tough 
types can make boisterous 
threats all they want, but un- 
less people are serious, it will 
happen again. So, this mes- 
sage is for the three snitches. 
Cooperate with the state's case 
against Tre Arrow and Peter 
Young, and there will be seri- 
ous repercussions. We are not 
joking. It may not happen 
right away, but perhaps in 10 
years. We will not forget, and 
we hope that the movement 
won't either. Either way, you 
will pay for any further co- 
operation in the cases against 
these two individuals. This is 
no idle threat. We will make 
true the adage, "snitches get 
stitches." If you think this is 
a joke, research what happens 
to snitches in the Irish repub- 
lican movement and allow 
yourself to imagine what we 
are saying. 

It’s your call. You can re- 
fuse to testify or bear the 
consequences of some angry 
people who will not forget 
your betrayal. 

— Anonymous 

Dearest friends & compafieros, 

I write these few lines in 
order to express my appre- 
ciation to all of you for the 
great support and love that 
you have offered throughout 
my sentence and especially 
to my family, who are the 
ones who are truly suffering 
this incarceration. 



I have already been trans- 
ferred to the medium securi- 
ty prison in Edgefield, South 
Carolina, where I will com- 
plete my unjust sentence. 

But I will do so with much 
pride and always with a high 
level of dignity. 

A hurricane or other trag- 
edy can destroy a country, a 
city or our home, but never 
our spirit of struggle, some- 
thing that many people in 
this beautiful country lack. 

One who suffers for his 
homeland and lives for God, 
in this world or another, has 
true glory. 

While all is not being done, 
no one has a right to rest. 
We are the barriers to this 
current despotism. What is 
given to others, we are ones 
who have obtained it. We are 
the school and whip, the re- 
ality, solace and consolation. 
We unite what others divide. 
We do not die. We are the re- 
serves of the homeland. 

The homeland is continu- 
ity of interests, unifying tra- 
ditions, unity of goals, sweet 
fusions and consolation of 
love and hope. 

Well, compaheros, here I will 
rid myself of that which will 
never serve me and strength- 
en the good that I have within 
continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
me. Beyond the reprisals, the 
increase in the severity of my 
custody and of the individual- 
ized treatment I receive, I will 
continue to improve myself 
and will struggle to become 
a more useful patriot for the 
task I want to achieve. 

This unjust sentence, like 
the perverse mistreatment I 
receive, will do nothing else 
but fortify my spirit. 1 will 
make of this a fruitful experi- 
ence that will allow me 
to graduate with hon- 
ors as a dignified son 
of Puerto Rico. 



As Jose Marti said: "The 
homeland has brought me 
here; to die for the home- 
land is to enjoy and live 
even more." 

Receive from me a strong 
familial embrace, I love you 
all very much. 
Respetuosamente, 

— Jost Perez GonzAlez 

EF! Brothers and Sisters, 

The simple solution (as 
I see it) is this: until we cut 
into corporate profits, they 
will not listen to us. 

Remember the revolution's 
best friend, a bottle full of gas. 
Kill the machines, Bill-Dings, 
and remember, work alone. 

45 years I've been active, 
keep up the good work. 

— Anonymous 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

I am writing to make a 
small, but important correc- 
tion to Paul Watson's article 
"The Bullshit That Must End" 
(see EF!J May-June 2005). The 
American Indian method of 


waging war was generally 
completely different from 
the European method. The 
Indians' goal was simply 
to subjugate their enemies, 
while the Europeans tried 
to exterminate them. It is 
my understanding that this 
is a distinction that is virtu- 
ally uniformly acknowledged 
among American history 
scholars. Some societies are 
healthier than others. 

— John Wade 

Dear Shit for Journalism, 

I hope y'all can take 
this as constructive 
criticism. I've been 
dialoguing with 
Journal staff since 
the May-June issue 
came out regarding 
"The Bullshit That 
Must End" articles. 
And I've got some ques- 
tions. First, who chose the 
"Bullshit" title? Was it Jour- 
nal staff or a collaborative 
idea of john and Paul? They 
both have their own titles 
to their rants, which has me 
thinking that your collective 
came up with that title. If so, 
should readers take that as a 
clear indication of where you 
stand as a collective? 

Next, in a communication 
with Journal staff, I was in- 
formed that others had also 
sent in complaints about "The 
Peace That Must End" article. 
I had not yet read through 
the "Dear SFB" pages to see 
that the only printed com- 
plaint was that of a self-pro- 
claimed "White Nationalist." 
At first glance, I thought Glo- 
ria De Lio was being callously 
sarcastic, but no, this person 
was very clear about where 
she was coming from. What 
are you all thinking?! Did no 
one even consider offering an 
editorial disclaimer? It looks 
like this is normal, friendly 
discourse, with the White Na- 
tionalist faction of our move- 
ment equally contributing 
their opinions. Is anyone else 
concerned about this? 

The exact thing john john- 
son was trying to claim as 
"bullshit" was casually sitting 
in front of our faces. Perhaps 


being concerned about White 
Nationalists finding comfort 
in our movement is a matter 
of human triviality to some, 
but it has me wondering just 
what kind of "moral fiber" 
Captain Paul Watson is talk- 
ing about and how many 
other folks in the Earth First! 
movement feel affinity with 
his and Gloria’s pro-national- 
ist, anti-breeder crap. It's hard 
to believe that we're not past 
that yet. And it's easier to see 
why a significant number 
of people still feel cautious 
about affiliating with EF!. 

After seeing last issue, I wrote 
a couple thousand words' 
worth of researched response 
and personal experiences as 
a white-privileged, anti-racist 
Earth First! activist trying to 
confront racism in pro-ecolo- 
gy movements. I submitted it, 
along with an admission that I 
was embarrassed to share this 
issue of the Journal with other 
environmental activists (one 
reason being other anti-rac- 
ists getting turned off by the 
pathetic defensiveness around 
race issues and the other, 
maybe even more frustrating 
reason being a fear of affirm- 
ing and comforting white- 
privileged folks). The response 
to my submission was that 
the collective did not want to 
drag this on longer, and be- 
sides, my letter contained too 
many personal attacks; in re- 
sponse to my embarrassment 
as a contributor to the Journal, 
one member of the collective 
suggested that I just not show 
people this particular issue of 
the paper. 

I was unimpressed. As 
john johnson stated: "There 
is a lot of work still needed 
in EF!... when it comes to 
racism, sexism, classism and 
the lot." Perhaps we are in 
an earlier stage of confront- 
ing this stuff than we realize. 
To be clear, I too hate white 
guilt. But white guilt will 
not go away unless white 
privilege goes with it. So let's 


keep up the meaningful dia- 
logue to get rid of both guilt 
and privilege. I'd like to make 
the complete letter that I ini- 
tially submitted available 
to anyone interested in this 
topic. Get in touch, and I'll 
send you a copy. 

— panagioti tsolkas 
POB 961 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686 
jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
Editors’ Note: The title "The 
Bullshit That Must End" was 
independently chosen by both 
authors. We chose not to print 
Panagioti's submission because 
we felt that it added nothing 
original to the discussion — not 
because we wanted to stifle de- 
bate, which continues in this 
issue (see page 10). 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I was surprised to see an ad 
in the back of the July-August 
issue for the "Foundations 
of a Movement" conference 
that the animal rights group 
Friends of Animals (FOA) 
hosted in New York City. Not 
only is FOA tame in their 
strategy and tactics, which in 
itself is enough to do a double 
take when reading the Jour- 
nal, but their keynote speaker 
was Mark Potok, the editor 
of the Southern Poverty Law 
Center's (SPLC) "Intelligence 
Report" [sic]. This is the same 
SPLC that after the 1999 
WTO protests in Seattle, pro- 
claimed, "Right alongside the 
progressive groups that dem- 
onstrated in Seattle — mostly 
peaceful defenders of labor, 
the environment, animal 
rights and similar causes — 
were the hard-edged soldiers 
of neofascism," and cited the 
effort as a "far-flung crypto- 
fascist conspiracy." 

FOA has consistently talked 
against direct action in the 
animal rights and liberation 
movement, choosing locally 
to pay for rather boring bus 
ads as opposed to support- 
ing radicals in any capacity. 


PLEASE KEEP LETTERS TO 

300 WORDS OR less! 
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Their invitation of a non-ani- 
mal rights or even remotely 
progressive speaker that is 
known for equating direct-ac- 
tion activists with right wing- 
ers and crypto-fascists is not a 
good sign. 

The radical animal rights 
and eco-movement is under 
severe attack right now with 
people like Peter Young fac- 
ing insane jail sentences, the 
SHAC7 being tried for run- 
ning a website that promotes 
action, and active grand ju- 
ries in San Francisco, Los An- 
geles and San Diego calling 
over 20 activists into their 
chambers. FOA's invitation 
to a regressive, direct-action 
hating speaker like Mark Po- 
tok and the SPLC is appalling 
and ill-timed. He only talks 
to animal rights moderates 
about the need to distance 
themselves from radicals — 
which is not what any of us 
needs at this point. 

I can only assume that the 
EF!J made a sincere mistake 
and did not realize the issues 
at hand here. Mark Potok's 
name is not printed in the 
FOA ad in the EF!J, so my 
assumption is that maybe 
people do not get how con- 
troversial this event was. 

Sincerely, 

— Oriana Fallaci 

To the Earth First! Journal, 

I did get a chuckle when 
I read that Sea Shepherd 
was awarded a poodle and 
accused of being image-ob- 
sessed (see EF!J July- August 
2005). That's a good one. 
We've been called many 
things by many people, but 
image-obsessed is a new one. 

Yes, I know, I've got Chris- 
tian LaCroix working on a 
new designer uniform for the 
crew, and we really must be 
seen with Paris Hilton at next 
year's seal slaughter. I mean, 
what would people think if 
we show up without her? 

But seriously, what was the 
reason for this accusation? 

It appears that there were 
some who took offense that 
the Sea Shepherd Board of 
Directors voted to request the 
resignation of Dr. Jerry Vlasak 


from the board because he 
openly advocated the killing 
of sealers. 

The real reason for this 
was to put an end to the spin 
that Jerry's comments made 
in the Canadian media. The 
moral high ground had been 
yanked from under us and 
commandeered by the sealers 
and the Canadian politicians. 
Suddenly, all the media in 
Canada was focused on Jerry's 
comments, and the slaughter 
of the seals was forgotten. 

Our decision to request Jer- 
ry's resignation was tactical. 
We needed to refocus the at- 
tention on the slaughter, on 
the seals and on the issue. 


Jerry Vlasak was well aware 
of the very rigid rule within 
our organization that the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Soci- 
ety does not condone injury 
or death to humans. I have 
no problem with Jerry ex- 
pressing his opinions as an 
individual, but he could not 
advocate the position that 
he did as a board member of 
the Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
tion Society. We don't have 
many rules in Sea Shepherd, 
but the few we do have, we 
do enforce. 

Dr. Vlasak is a man of great 
passion and compassion, and 
I have not a single criticism 
of him for his actions, his 


statements, his opinion or 
his tactics. He is welcome to 
participate in Sea Shepherd 
campaigns at any time. 

However, no board member 
of the Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
tion Society can publicly con- 
done violence against people 
and remain as a Board member. 
This was our position in 1977 
when we were founded, and 
this is our position in 2005. 

Jerry has told me himself 
that he understood the rea- 
soning behind our request 
for his resignation. 

And by the way, just what 
has the Journal got against 
poodles? 

— Captain Paul Watson 




auna 


by Faith Walker 

Far from being an iguana faux pas, pre- 
mature ejaculation is good planning. 
Galapagos marine iguanas (Amblyrhyn- 
chus cristatus) — large, inter-tidal algae eat- 
ers— spend much of their time sunbathing 
en masse on seaside rocks, where postur- 
ing of muscular bods inevitably precedes 
reptilian fornication. These iguanas form 
leks — mobs of males with mating on their 
minds — and females visit leks for sex. 
Since large size is key to defending a tiny 
territory within the lek, leks consist of big 
boys. Within their territories, males end- 
lessly display by elevating their bodies and 
holding their bobbing head high. Females, 
who mate only once per season, ramble 
around assessing these beefy beaus, and are 
most impressed by males who display of- 
ten. If a male is being slack, an appraising 
dame will lay on him to prompt a display. 
When a female finally selects her feller, 
she'll accept his slow side-step- 
head-bob approach, and with 
intertwined tails they'll engage 
in gentle, languid sex. 

Impinging upon this bliss- 
ful scene are younger micro 
males, who adopt two fast and 
furious, though less effective, 
strategies to realize copulation. 

Satellite males frequent the 
lek's fringes, intercepting fe- 
males hotfooting to and from 
foraging. If he's lucky, a satel- 
lite male successfully latches 


onto neck spines and mounts before being 
dragged off by other males. If even luckier 
(in terms of spreading his genes), his igua- 
na Madonna is female, which is the case 
about half the time. The other strategy is 
to sneak. Sneakers hang out in the lek, tak- 
ing refuge in their large brethren's inability 
to tell that they're not female. They inno- 
cently pile atop other iguanas — commonly 
done to regulate body temperature — but 
when big daddy's not looking, they try a 
little cloacal kissing. 

The problem with these other strate- 
gies is that it takes marine iguanas three 
long minutes to ejaculate. This threshold 
to success is usually unattainable in the 
chaos involved with satellite and sneaker 
sex. As a solution, these males use pass- 
ing beauties as prompts to cream their 
own cloacal pouches. So armed with 
pre-ejaculated sperm, which is viable for 
about two days, smaller males are ready 
to impress their gonadal contents upon 
females at a moment's notice. Thus, this 
iguanan phenomenon is swimmingly 
unique: It's the only reptile to lek, and 
amongst all fauna is the only known to 
be so pre-ejaculately prepared. 
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vKJevolution 

First Nations Victory: 


This is a David-and-Goliath story of a community fighting to 
regain control from multinational corporations and the world's 
powerful elite. It's a story about the resurgence of sustainability. It's 
also a story about victory. Sometimes , we win. 


by Jessica Bell 

I visited Haida Gwaii, an island off 
of Canada's west coast, in March, after 
the Rainforest Action Network (RAN) 
received reports that the community 
had effectively shut down logging 
operations by setting up round-the- 
clock blockades on the island's main 
logging roads. 

This action was organized by the 
Haida First Nation community in re- 
sponse to Weyerhaeuser's plan to sell 
its logging rights to another corpora- 
tion, Brascan. The Haida felt that the 
sale was in direct violation of a pre- 
vious landmark legal victory, which 
required the government of British 
Columbia to consult the Haida and 
accommodate their needs before ap- 
proving such transfers. This most re- 
cent offense came on top of a long list 
of grievances against Weyerhaeuser, 
including unsustainable logging and 
breaches of contract. 

Enough was enough, and the Hai- 
da set about taking the next step in 
their long struggle to regain the land 
that they have always felt is rightfully 
theirs. On March 22, they launched 
their blockades, and within the week, 
they had seized several barges of tim- 
ber as "payment" for the company's 
broken agreements. 

Since the arrival of white people 
in 1776, the Haida have been under 
siege. In the 1880s, their population 
declined by 90 percent as a result of 
smallpox, venereal diseases and oth- 
er maladies, such as alcohol. Settlers 
and church missionaries have spent 
the last two centuries undermining 
Haida culture — banning medicine 


men, totem poles and potlatches, 
while imposing an industrial lifestyle 
that denies the Haida's connection 
with the sea and the land. 

Today, the Haida's future is also 
threatened by corporate logging. 
Both Weyerhaeuser and the Prov- 
ince of British Columbia have 
crippled the island community's 
long-term economic and environ- 
mental sustainability by consistently 
over-logging — especially high-value, 
old-growth cedar, Douglas fir and 
hemlock — and by using automated 
machinery instead of local loggers, 
then exporting the logs for process- 
ing. This process converts culturally, 
spiritually and ecologically valuable 
ecosystems that have sustained life 
for thousands of years into two-by- 
fours, decking and siding. It is es- 
timated that more than 30 billion 
dollars worth of lumber has left the 
island. The vast majority of that 
money does not go toward provid- 
ing Haida Gwaii with better schools, 
health care or sustainable economic 
development opportunities, but to 
the pockets of Weyerhaeuser's execu- 
tives, who live in exclusive Seattle 
suburbs. Weyerhaeuser's CEO, Steve 
Rogel, earns more than six million 
dollars a year. Meanwhile, an under- 
employment rate of more than 60 
percent is leading younger genera- 
tions to abandon the misty island for 
the large cities of Prince Rupert and 
Vancouver. 

The day I arrived on Haida Gwaii, I 
walked to the blockade site anticipat- 
ing a melee of angry loggers, violent 
police and screaming, staunch ac- 
tivists. Instead, I found a group of a 


dozen people eating cake. A few Haida 
were whittling art out of wood from 
the "tree of life," the Western red ce- 
dar. Two policeman were standing 
around drinking tea, and some loggers 
were staffing the blockade, stopping 
and identifying cars that were driving 
up to the line. 

I was floored. This was the first 
time that I had witnessed a commu- 
nity that, on the whole, was actively 
working toward a locally controlled, 
democratic and sustainable econo- 
my — a testament to years and years 
of organizing, a persistent, inclusive 
message and a small population. Of 
course, the island's residents have 
differences of opinion, and many 
are worried about how things might 
change if the Haida actually win 
their fight for legal title, thus se- 
curing the right to co-manage the 
island. However, the trenchant ideo- 
logical divide between First Nations, 
environmentalists and loggers — a 
conflict deliberately manufactured 
by the very corporations that blame 
environmentalists for job losses — is 
less noticeable here. As Bernie Lep- 
age, a local logging contractor and 
chairman of the Industrial, Wood 
and Allied Workers of Canada says, 
"We are out of a job if the logging 
is not sustainable." The understand- 
ing that everyone benefits from a 
sustainable, locally controlled island 
comes, in part, from the fact that 
many of Haida Gwaii's residents are 
committed to the region, and they 
want their children and grandchil- 
dren to stay here as well. 

As organizers working within the US, 
my coworkers and I brought the Haida's 
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message to the North American public, 
organizing high-profile demonstrations 
in Toronto, New York and Weyerhaeus- 
er’s home town of Seattle, Washington. 
We attended Weyerhaeuser's annual 
general meeting in April and met the 
shareholders who control this compa- 
ny — rich, white, conservative, balding 
American men who spend their lives 
indoors in meetings, making decisions 
about their "bottom line" that affect all 
of our lives. The shareholders sat silent- 
ly and uncomfortably as activist after 
activist — from steelworkers to environ- 
mentalists to human rights advocates 
and First Nations communities — stood 
up and demanded change. 

On April 22, the day after the meet- 
ing, the government of British Co- 
lumbia agreed to protect 40,000 acres 
of land that the Haida deem impor- 
tant. It is also expected that over time, 
islanders will see a significant drop in 
the amount of wood that is logged on 
the island, greater economic control 
over the island's operations, a cessa- 
tion of bear hunting and a move to- 
ward eco-forestry. 

It's one step in a series of many 
that the Haida are taking to reclaim 
their island. Haida Spokesperson 
Gilbert Parnell said, "We've had a 
responsibility toward Haida Gwaii, 
and we're never going to give up 
that responsibility — and we're never 
going to be assimilated so that we're 
a culture no more. We're not going 
anywhere; even though people had 
plans to get rid of us, we're getting 
stronger all the time. The writing is 
on the wall. Change is in the air; it's 
going to happen." 

The Haida Nation is one of many 
communities that is struggling to 
maintain its unique identity and sus- 
tainable way of life in the face of ruth- 
less corporate interests. RAN supports 
these communities by running boy- 
cott campaigns against some of the 
world's largest companies, including 
Weyerhaeuser. 

For example, RAN has discovered 
that Xerox is buying its paper from 
two Weyerhaeuser mills, which ac- 
quire their wood from two ecologi- 
cally important, Canadian boreal 
regions. These regions contain en- 
dangered forests, and their logging 
is opposed by local First Nations, in- 
cluding the Mishkeegogamang/Sau- 
geen community. 


A Haida forest defender poses in front of seized logs at the Queen Charlotte checkpoint. 


You can help us protect Canada's 
wilderness by participating in the in- 
ternational day of action to protect 
the boreal forest on November 3. 
In Canada's vast boreal forest, there 
are still places where packs of wild 
wolves roam free — filling the cold 
night air with the haunting sound of 
their primal howls. Here, when the 
snow is too deep to graze, the elu- 
sive woodland caribou use their wide 
hooves to float on the snow and 
snack on ancient lichens hanging 
from the limbs of old-growth spruce 
trees. Native peoples have thrived for 
millennia in this region, depending 
on the forest to sustain their culture, 
inspire their spirituality and support 
their livelihoods. 

Please support these communities 
by applying pressure to the companies 


that are selling illegally logged wood 
in stores across the globe. We're tar- 
geting Xerox and Kimberly Clark. 
We’re also targeting universities that 
have ties with these companies, such 
as the University of California, Uni- 
versity of Arizona and Yale University, 
asking them to pass an endangered 
forests policy. 

For more information, contact 
Rainforest Action Network, 221 Pine St, 
Ste 500, San Francisco, CA 94104; (415) 
398-4404; www.wakeupweyco.com. 

For information about Haida 
Gwaii, visit www.spruceroots.org; 
www.haidanation.ca. For information 
about Canadian indigenous struggles 
and how you can get involved, visit 
www.friendsofgrassynarrows.com. 

Jessica Bell is an old-growth cam- 
paigner with RAN. 
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by Clover 

I read the article "The Peace That Must End" by Prob- 
lem Animal (see EF!J March- April 2005). I agreed with 
john johnson and Paul Watson that this article could 
have been put together more responsibly and with 
more respect for the work that Earth First! has done 
in dealing with social justice issues. However, I am 
completely shocked that the EF! Journal printed the re- 
sponse by Paul Watson, "The Bullshit That Must End" 
(see EF!J May-June 2005). This was arrogantly written 
and provided a reactionary criticism that was anything 
but healthy for the Earth First! community. 

Two Responses to 
“ The Bullshit That 
Must End ” 



by Kris Lynch 


There were many thoughts that ran through my head 
as I read the responses to Problem Animal's "The Peace 
That Must End." To me, the articles by john johnson 
and Paul Watson read like the perfect montage of co- 
vert and overt racism. 

I originally got involved with Katuah Earth First! 
(KEF!) because I was inspired by the few anti-racist ac- 
tivities that it engaged in when I first moved to the re- 
gion (supporting the Cherokee nation in a land swap 
and showing up to disrupt a Ku Klux Klan rally). But 
these actions alone are not enough to end racism, let 
alone sexism, genderism, ableism, ageism, classism, het- 
erosexism, speciesism and so forth. And participating in 
two solidarity actions over the course of two years does 
not nullify the oppressive acts carried out every day by 
Earth Firstlers. 


As an anti-oppression activist and queer radical envi- 
ronmentalist, I have been impressed with Earth First! 's 
ability to bring up issues of social oppression within the 
radical environmental movement. This initiative was 
what brought me into the movement, creating a space 
for me to identify with putting the Earth first. One of my 
major activist priorities is understanding queer identity, 
and how queer folks can network to challenge homopho- 
bia and to empower each other. I also realize that the 
very Earth on which 1 live is being destroyed by the same 
power structure that inflicts oppression on me. Taking 
responsibility for the social dynamics of our community 
is not "human triviality," but rather a way of making our 
movement stronger. 

One of the most revolutionary influences in my life is the 
criticism I receive from my peers and comrades, but criti- 
cism needs to be approached carefully, and people need to 
be respected. Watson's article did not just attack Problem 
Animal's ideas, it was loaded with attacks on many other 
activists and allies. Watson made huge, unsupported claims, 
many of which fall in line with the nationalist and fascist 
rhetoric that Problem Animal was talking about — for ex- 
ample, "The truth is that Europeans did not have to teach 
genocide or land stealing to the Indians." 

Not only does Watson's response create an unhealthy and 
disempowering debate within our own community, it is an 
embarrassment to the Earth First! movement as a whole. 


There was a very important part of Problem Animal's 
article that seems to have been overlooked by johnson 
and Watson: "Whites must learn that when non-white 
people criticize us, the most revolutionary thing we can 
do is to respectfully think and listen." It seems to be a 
common theme amongst Earth Firstlers to react by de- 
fending themselves and then by marginalizing or com- 
pletely devaluing any criticism. 

I recently came across this behavior at a KEF! meeting 
when I delivered a letter from the local Anarchist People of 
Color (APOC) chapter. Acting as an ally, 1 called out KEF! 
for rescheduling its Solstice campout for the same weekend 
as the Southeast APOC conference. While some members of 
KEF! were responsive to what was said, others were deceitful 
and defensive. The initial reaction of most local KEFlers was 
to justify their actions and decision, rather than to take a mo- 
ment and listen to the criticism at hand. To react defensively 
to criticism is deeply founded in traditions of hierarchy and 
patriarchy, and it is a prime example of entitlement. 

As to Paul Watson's article, I'm unsure why the Journal 
even printed it. It would have been different if Watson used 
the space provided to renounce his past decisions, but in- 
stead he spends hundreds of words explaining how unapol- 
ogetic he is for supporting the messed-up policies of groups 
like Support US Population Stabilization. While Watson 
starts off by saying that he is unaware of any anti-immigra- 
tion sentiment in the organizations he supports, he then 
goes into explaining the negative costs of immigration. We 
do need to question what roles humyn populations play 
throughout the world, but what questions are asked, who 
is asking them, and who feels entitled to answer? Paul Wat- 
son and other anti-immigrant environmental and animal 
liberation activists must ask what it means to be radical. 
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We must respect each other's priorities and never in- It is important for us to admit the ways in which our 
validate or silence anybody who is resisting oppression. I social location affects our worldview. It also important to 
will be an ally to anyone who takes a stand against an op- challenge issues such as "white guilt." Guilt is not produc- 
pressive power structure. And if I personally stand in the tive, and it can usually lead to denial. Taking responsibil- 
way of their liberation, then I will accept criticism and ity for your socialization means understanding the effects 
take responsibility for understanding how I can change of society on your ability to have healthy relationships, 
myself and become accountable for my actions. When socially and environmentally. I am passionate about envi- 
I first became involved in eco-radical theory, I was con- ronmental issues because I feel responsible for my culture's 
fronted with personal shit that I needed to change. I felt abusive domination of nature. However, it would be ridic- 
defensive at first, and I wanted to push it aside and enjoy ulous for me to feel guilty for my role within this system, 
the privilege of ignorance and consumer comforts. But I Instead, I'll rise up to challenge industry and exploitation, 
realized that environmental issues are more important Just as this society gives me a human privilege to ignore 
than my comfort and that I needed to take responsibil- pollution, animal abuse and extinction, it awards me with 
ity for my behavior. Luckily, Earth First! created a space white privilege that allows me to ignore the struggles of 
where I felt comfortable exploring these issues, and it immigrants whose very existence is illegal, 
provided me with the empowerment that I needed to It isn't easy to get people to challenge their own power, 
make connections and get involved. but when we create a community based around respect 

I honestly respect Paul Watson for being a militant, driv- and the understanding that "none of us are free until 
ing force in the movement to challenge environmental we're all free," then perhaps we can finally form a united 
abuse, and he has inspired me with his actions. Yet his ex- front against the destruction of the Earth, 
perience is shaped by social privilege, and he has no busi- 
ness invalidating the experiences or priorities of peoples 
who are rising up against their oppressors. Perhaps 
Watson can push aside social justice as 
"human triviality" because he is a 
white male who receives privileges 
that affect his priorities. 

When most white people in the 
US think about immigrants, they 
conjure up images of Mexicans. 

I'll stick with that stereotype, but 
first I want to point out that a large 
number of immigrants flock to this 
country from Europe every year. 

Let's ignore, for a moment, the fact 
that a war of attrition turned thou- 
sands of families into instant illegal immigrants when a their homelands. If we close borders, we create a death 
group of white men signed a piece of paper annexing what sentence and enforce a policy of genocide, 
is now the southwestern US. So why would so many Mexi- To simply say that millions or billions of people are 
cans cross the border, risking their lives and livelihood? going to have to die for the Earth to survive is insanely 

Imagine that you work full-time in a US-owned factory simplistic. As someone from the APOC caucus at this 
in Mexico, but you aren't able to feed yourself enough, year's National Conference on Organized Resistance 
let alone your loved ones. If you ask for a raise, you are said, "They are saying that billions of people have to 
immediately fired. If you try to organize a union, you may die. Well, [people of color] know who those killed will 
be killed. Maybe, as the patriarchs of anarcho-primitivism be, because we are being killed every day." It is largely 
tell us, you should move into the forest and live off the white people that create the policies that destroy our 
land. The problem is that Starbucks kicked your family planet. It is largely white people that initiate and carry 
off your land to start a coffee plantation, and if Monsanto out policies of genocide. 

finds you wild-crafting medicinal plants, you could be Racism implies a system of power. White people are 
sentenced to prison. those that hold global power. This doesn't mean that 

I don't think that people should have to travel thou- all white people are evil or that all white people should 
sands of miles away from their loved ones and their land die. It means that we live in a world dominated by a 
just to survive. But I will never advocate for the closing of culture of white supremacy. If we are to create a better 
some imaginary border. Those borders only exist to create world, we must not lash out at those who are the vic- 
a global economic system where labor is cheap, environ- tims in this culture, we must fight against all systems of 
mental protection is weakened, and everyone and every- hierarchy. 

thing is a possible target of violence. If we want to stop Although many people, including editors of the Journal, use 

massive immigration, we must be radical; we must hack at pseudonyms to protect their identities, Kris likes to pick fights 
the roots. The only way to stop forced immigration is to and uses zi's real name to prove to Paul Watson that he won’t 
stop the global systems of violence that force people from find a coward here. 
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Protesters link arms in front of Massey Energy headquarters in Richmond, Virginia. 


For the past three months, Mountain Justice Summer (MJS) 
has been raising a ruckus about the tragedy of mountaintop 
removal in southern Appalachia (see EF!J July-August 2005). 
Actions have taken place in West Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky. A grassroots coalition 
working to make mountaintop removal a national issue, MJS 
is on the frontlines of the energy debate — highlighting the 
effects of energy consumption on small, Appalachian towns. 

mjs disrupts national coal 
stockholders meeting; 
three arrested 

by Skyler Simmons 

On June 7, approximately 45 MJS activists descended 
on the Holiday Inn in Knoxville, Tennessee, to bring 
their message to National Coal Company shareholders. 
Dressed in animal costumes and banging on drums, the 
festive group knocked on the locked door of the meeting 
room, demanding that National Coal stop destroying 
Tennessee's mountains. Unbeknownst to the demon- 
strators, a sheriff's deputy and local Homeland Secu- 
rity official was raking in a little extra cash by pulling 
private security for the National Coal meeting. Instead 
of asking protesters to leave, the deputy immediately 
assaulted those up front. In the chaos that ensued, 
the deputy put one person in a chokehold for nearly 


a minute, while the National Coal CEO proceeded to 
put another in an arm lock, despite the demonstra- 
tors' nonviolent demeanor. The situation was quickly 
defused as demonstrators continued to drum, chanting 
"Hands off our mountains," and deploying 130-decibel, 
personal security alarms. Eventually, actual on-duty po- 
lice arrived, and the activists decided to leave the ho- 
tel. Soon afterward, despite telling protesters that they 
could hold signs in the hotel parking lot, police started 
making arrests, attacked an independent journalist and 
confiscated his camera. Three MJS activists — john John- 
son, Sequoya McDowell and Chris Dodsen — were arrest- 
ed and brought up on the completely ludicrous charges 
of inciting a riot, aggravated riot, burglary, aggravated 
assault and disrupting a meeting. 

While there is plenty of evidence proving that these 
people are innocent of all charges, MJS is taking the situ- 
ation very seriously. If convicted, three dedicated activ- 
ists could end up in jail for several years. At their pretrial 
hearing, the sheriff's deputy painted the defendants as 
ecoterrorists, claiming that there are two open terrorism 
investigations involving Katuah Earth First! (a member of 
MJS). The judge, in turn, refused to allow the defense to 
cross-examine the prosecution witnesses on anything of 
importance. The case is now going to a grand jury, and it 
will quite possibly lead to a jury trial. 

Earmarked donations can be sent to Shareholder Arrests 
Legal Fund, Katuah EF!, POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996. 

For more information, contact Katuah EF! River Faction, 
POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996; katuah@riseup.net; 
www.mountainjusticesummer.org. 
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international day of action 
against climate change 

by the Redneck Anarchist Front 

A 300-person rally and march organized by MJS and 
Coal River Mountain Watch converged on Massey Ener- 
gy's main headquarters in Richmond, Virginia, on July 
8. The date corresponded with the Global Day of Action 
Against Climate Change, in solidarity with the G8 pro- 
tests in Scotland. Massey Energy, one of the largest energy 
companies in the US, controls many mountaintop remov- 
al sites in West Virginia and Kentucky. 

With a bike gang swarming around the cop cars ahead 
of us, a lively drum corps, and massive banners reading, 
"Industrial Capitalism is killing our land and people," and 
"Massey and G8, it's all about the money," we descended 
upon Massey's headquarters. As the march arrived, activists 


deployed banners to block off the area, allowing one group 
to lock down in front of the building and another to link 
arms in front of them. We used another banner to block the 
parking garage after most of Massey's employees were sent 
home early. 

The street was filled with the sounds of drums, chants, 
screams and impromptu bullhorn speeches, targeting both 
Massey and the global economic system. 

At 3 p.m., police informed the protesters that their 
permit had expired, but the crowd decided, with almost 
universal consensus, to stay. We prepared for a possible 
police confrontation by blockading the area with rein- 
forced banners, bicycles and police barricades. After an 
employee finally took our list of demands and Massey's 
offices had more or less been shut down for the day, the 
protesters made a tactical decision to march back to our 
convergence center. 

For an uprising in Appalachia! For an end to the colo- 
nialist exploitation of our mountains! For rural commu- 
nity self-determination! 


roadless summer 

STARTING OURSELVES OUT ON AN UNEXPECTEDLY LONG ROAD 


by Roadblock Earth First! 

Roadless Summer was conceived of at a time when the 
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) construc- 
tion schedule called for the first ground to be broken on 
the Highway 1-69 expansion in less than a year (see EF!J 
March- April 2005). INDOT's subsequent restructuring of 
its schedule has consequently restructured our campaign. 

With construction still looking distant as we entered 
May and June, we began Roadless Summer as a way to 
reinvigorate the grassroots struggle, slow down the plan- 
ning process and try to stop related highway projects 
that were already in the works. This meant using and 
expanding the tactic of office invasions, which had al- 
ready been pioneered in the anti-I-69 movement by the 
Indianapolis-based Southwest Perry Civic Association — 
primarily targeting INDOT section planning offices. 

Additionally, Roadless Summer staged a major demon- 
stration and protest march in Indianapolis on June 4, as 
a followup to previous mass actions there. During the 
march, the Indiana statehouse was spray-painted with 
anti-I-69 slogans, leading to 24 arrests and 10 days of 
nonstop media coverage of the issue. Three people — Me- 
lissa Calhoun, Karly Knable and another — are still fac- 
ing charges, including felonies, with their next round of 
hearings scheduled for mid-September. 

While some members of the wider grassroots move- 
ment condemned the spray-painting, others went so far 
as to proclaim it this movement's "Boston Tea Party." 
The action also contributed significantly to the creation 
of an atmosphere of intense pressure and skepticism 
toward the entire 1-69 project. Following a June public 
meeting in Bloomington, during which EFiers dropped 


banners and hundreds of people criticized the NAFTA 
Superhighway, INDOT announced that it was pushing 
back construction by as much as 25 years! 

Although covered-up budget woes were the immediate 
cause for the delay, it's clear to everyone here that the 
increasing pressure from the general public, grassroots 
groups and Roadless Summer were important factors in 
INDOT's decision. That announcement has since been 
revised again; INDOT hopes to finish 1-69 by 2015. 

Due to this big change, we have shifted our strategy 
yet again. We are now working to start longer-term, anti- 
corporate campaigns to convince specific contractors to 
withdraw their participation from the 1-69 project. In 
July, demonstrations were held against the public rela- 
tions firm Hetrick Communications, including home 
demonstrations and a 200-person night march in Bloom- 
ington. However, Roadblock EFi's main target is now 
Bernardin, Lochmueller and Associates (BLA), which is 
responsible for much of the planning for 1-69, as well as 
some community relations work. 

Even with our organizational shortcomings, the fric- 
tions that we've occasionally experienced with citizens' 
groups and the curveballs that INDOT has thrown us, we 
feel that we have made concrete contributions to stop- 
ping 1-69. At the same time, it is increasingly important 
that the struggle spread across the entire length of I-69's 
planned route — down to Texas and beyond. If the NAFTA 
Superhighway is completed, it will mean the destruction 
of not only our environment and community in the US, 
but also of those on the southern end of the road. 

For more information and to support those facing 
charges, contact Roadblock EF!, POB 30293, Indianapolis, 
IN 46230; www.roadless-summer.org. 


September-October 2005 Earth First! Page 13 



THIS 

RAT 

VERMIN 


OPPOSING THE NEW 

Recreation Access Tax 


by Scott Silver 

As 2004 rolled to a close, the al- 
ways controversial and broadly de- 
spised Recreation Fee Demonstration 
Program stood poised to die (see EF!J 
January-February 2005). Conceived 
during the Reagan years as part of an 
agenda that called for defunding land 
management agencies, stripping citi- 
zens of their right to access the Amer- 
ican commons, and bringing about 
the commercialization, privatization 
and motorization of recreational op- 
portunities upon our public lands, 
Fee Demo was finally introduced as 
stand-alone legislation by the envi- 
ronmental villain Senator Jim Hansen 
of Utah in 1996. When Hansen's bill 
failed to move, Ohio Representative 
Ralph Regula, acting as a stooge for 
the American Recreation Coalition, 
slipped it onto that year's Appropria- 
tions Bill, where it became the law of 
the land. 

Although it was originally only au- 
thorized as a three-year test, Regula 
saw to it that the program was ex- 
tended repeatedly — and in so doing, 
perpetuated the burgeoning Liber- 
tarian vision of an "ownership soci- 
ety," where everything carries a price 
tag and citizenship itself confers no 
rights. Yet after eight very long years, 
Fee Demo had become an albatross 
that, by every conceivable measure, 
had proven itself to be a dismal fail- 
ure. Fee Demo was about to die, and 
a walk in the woods was about to be- 
come free once more. 


Unfortunately, as the 2005 Omni- 
bus Appropriations Bill worked its way 
though Congress, Regula interceded 
once more, sneaking a piece of legis- 
lation written by the wreckreation in- 
dustry onto the massive bill. Regula's 
legislation, officially known as the 
Federal Lands Recreation Enhance- 
ment Act, but commonly referred to 
as the Recreation Access Tax (RAT), 
had not so much as been introduced 
in the Senate. It had never been voted 
on by either chamber, and yet as a 
result of backroom political dealmak- 
ing, the RAT became law. 

Unlike Fee Demo — a test program 
in which land managers had free rein 
to charge whatever they wanted, for 
whatever they wanted, whenever they 
wanted — the RAT is proscriptive. The 
RAT prohibits agencies from charg- 
ing fees "for persons who are driving 
through, walking through, boating 
through, horseback riding through 
or hiking through federal recreational 
lands and waters without using the fa- 
cilities and services." The RAT prohib- 
its agencies from charging fees "solely 
for parking, undesignated parking or 
picnicking along roads or trailsides." 
The RAT stipulates that where fees are 
charged, the following six minimum 
amenities must all be present: "desig- 
nated developed parking; a permanent 
toilet facility; a permanent trash recep- 
tacle; an interpretive sign, exhibit or 
kiosk; picnic tables; and security ser- 
vices." The RAT requires that all non- 
complying Fee Demo sites revert to 
fee-free sites, and it prohibits agen- 
cies from creating new sites without 


undertaking an elaborate approval 
process that involves a six-month 
public comment period. 

Based upon this description, some 
might conclude that the RAT repre- 
sents an improvement relative to Fee 
Demo. It does not. The insidiousness 
of the RAT becomes clear as soon as 
you look beyond the written law and 
see how it is implemented. 

The US Forest Service (USFS) has, 
for example, already used the RAT to 
create a new forest designation called 
the "High Impact Recreation Area" 
(HIRA). The USFS is now charging 
for simple access within these newly 
defined areas and is doing so in clear 
violation of the law. It has also begun 
the process of determining which 
lesser-used recreation facilities can 
be decommissioned in order to con- 
centrate visitors within pay-for-access 
HIRAs. The agency is currently de- 
termining which locations would be 
most profitable to turn into fee sites 
by adding the six required amenities. 
It is evaluating the elimination of ac- 
cess to unprofitable sites, and it is so- 
liciting partnership agreements with 
special interest groups that would 
maintain recreation sites where fees 
alone do not provide sufficient in- 
come. Above all, the USFS is using its 
new fee authority to convert nature- 
based recreation into a commodity 
that can be developed, marketed and 
sold. The RAT is plague-carrying ver- 
min and, unless stopped, will result in 
the further Disneyfication of Nature. 

The RAT is not only vermin, it has 
teeth. The new law makes failure to 
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Such an obnoxious 

TAX NAMED AFTER 
SUCH A CUTE LITTLE 
FRIEND. 


pay a recreation fee a criminal of- 
fense that is punishable by fines up 
to $5,000 and/or six months in jail. 
Under the RAT, the owner of a vehicle 
can be charged with those criminal 
offenses, even if she-was not driving 
(and even if she was not present). The 
RAT allows law enforcement officers 
to issue tickets on the presumption 
of guilt; persons who receive tickets 
may go to court and attempt to prove 
themselves innocent. Forging a recre- 
ation pass is now a federal crime pun- 
ishable by a fine of up to $100,000. 
As offensive as the RAT is, running a 
forest pass through your color copier 
is definitely not recommended! 

Federal land-management agen- 
cies are currently in the process of 
transitioning from Fee Demo to the 
RAT, and some interesting things are 
happening. In. Idaho's Sawtooth Na- 
tional Forest, Forest Supervisor Ruth 
Monahan ended all fees, saying, "We 
have scrutinized our existing recre- 
ation fee program on the forest and 
have determined that our trailhead 
parking pass program does not meet 
the intent of the new legislation or 
the agency's interim implementation 
guidelines." Contrast that with the 
situation on the Deschutes National 
Forest in Oregon, where I have per- 
sonally surveyed 29 of the 57 current 
fee sites and found not one to be in 
compliance with the RAT. Of those 
sites, 15 were newly created without 
any public process whatsoever. As the 
survey of recreation fee sites on the 
Deschutes nears completion, it ap- 
pears that few if any sites are in com- 
pliance with the law. 

Why would one forest choose to 
comply with the RAT while another 


would flagrantly break the law as if it 
did not exist? You'd think that with 
the Oregon State Legislature having 
passed Senate Joint Memorial 4, in 
which it calls upon President Bush 
and Congress to repeal the RAT, for- 
est managers in this state would make 
some effort to follow the law. At a 
minimum, you'd think they would at 
least try to hide their illegal actions. 
Could it be that while the Senators 
from Idaho oppose the RAT and are in 
a position to kill it, the Senators from 
Oregon have remained noncommit- 
tal and do not chair any relevant 
committees? 

I cannot say what evil lurks in the 
minds of those who call the shots 
within the USFS, but I know this 
much: The underhanded manner in 
which the RAT was passed into law 
has tainted this already unpopular 
legislation. States such as Oregon, 
Montana and Colorado have called 
for its repeal. More state legislatures 
are bound to follow. 

Opposition to the RAT will jump 
by leaps and bounds in 2006, when 
the USFS goes beyond its initial 
implementation of "Standard Ame- 
nity Recreation Fees" and begins to 
charge "Expanded Amenity Recre- 
ation Fees," as authorized in the new 
legislation. Opposition will jump yet 
again when the agencies begin charg- 
ing "Special Recreation Permit Fees" 
for such things as wilderness per- 
mits, river permits, wildlife viewing 
permits, hot springs permits, cross- 
country skiing permits, mountain 
bicycle permits, target shooting per- 
mits, snowplay permits, Christmas 
tree permits and recreational mining 
permits, all of which are stipulated 


in the USFS's implementation guide- 
lines. Opposition to the RAT will 
leap when the agencies roll out their 
nightmarishly expensive "America 
the Beautiful" pass in 2007, and pub- 
lic lands become inaccessible to any 
but the rich. 

The good news is that the RAT has 
never enjoyed popular support and de- 
mands for its repeal are coming from 
all quarters. Congressional support 
for the RAT is marginal at best, and 
the sneaky, underhanded way that it 
became law did not endear this pro- 
gram to anyone. What's more, with 
land mangers flouting the law, further 
backlash is all but inevitable. 

Here are a few tips to rid our public 
lands of this vermin: 

•Do not buy a pass. Do not support 
this program. 

•Do not go to sites where fees are 
charged. If you go and fail to pay, you 
may be fined or jailed. 

•Do not spend one penny on new 
recreation equipment this year. The 
recreation industry has supported the 
RAT, and it is time to make them pay. 

•Do write letters to the editor and to 
elected officials. Public opinion still 
counts for something in our quickly 
disappearing democracy. 

•Help us groundtruth RAT sites. A 
survey form can be found on the Wild 
Wilderness homepage. 

The good news is that the RAT can, 
with your help, be killed. 

For more information, contact 
Wild Wilderness, 248 NW Wilming- 
ton Ave, Bend, OR 97701; (541) 385- 
5261; www.wildwilderness.org. 

Scott Silver is the executive director of 
Wild Wilderness, an organization that 
has supporters in all SO states. 
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Maine Earth First! 

Dams Scum Creek 


Fighting Corporate Control of the North Woods 


BY THE MAINE-IACS 

Concerned about the ecological 
and cultural destruction that Plum 
Creek has created and intends to 
expand into our state, Maine Earth 
First! recently kicked off a campaign 
against the Washington-based tim- 
ber corporation. On May 31, ap- 
proximately 25 people staged a rally 
outside of Plum Creek's northeast 
regional office in Fairfield, Maine. 
When we arrived in festive spirits to 
greet the employees at approximate- 
ly 8 a.m., we noticed that a noc- 
turnal decoration committee had 
arrived before us and had covered 
the front of the clapboard building 
with clever, spray-painted slogans. 

A large banner reading "Scum 
Creek = Playgrounds for the Idle 
Rich" appeared to be nailed to the 
second story of the building. When 
it was removed, police discovered 
more spray-painted slogans, and 
others that looked as though they 
had been etched into the windows 
underneath. The office's wooden 


welcome sign had been cut down 
and left on the front lawn, with the 
slogan "Leave Maine Alone" painted 
on its front. Finally, the sloped roof 
was painted with "Second Growth 
Not Second Homes" in giant, orange 
letters. Other painted slogans in- 
cluded: "PC Out of Maine," "Leave 
the North Woods Alone" and "Go 
Away." The term "Scum Creek" ap- 
peared to be etched into at least five 
windows on both floors of the build- 
ing, including the front door. The 
first of us to arrive at the office that 
morning were greeted by one Fair- 
field police officer and several very 
confused and pissed-off Plum Creek 
employees. 

We held our rally anyway, and then, 
to wrap up the morning, we held a 
mock press conference in which Plum 
Creek presented a check for one mil- 
lion dollars to Maine EF! for helping it 
see the error of its ways. In the back- 
ground, an EF! radical cheering bri- 
gade created some clever impromptu 
rhymes to accompany the event, such 
as, "Plum Creek, you're a freak! We're 



Plum Creek employees arrived to a surprise on the morning of May 31. 


gonna stop your cutting streak!" After 
an hour, we dispersed with no major 
conflicts and no arrests. 

The police seemed to think that 
Maine EF! had something to do 
with the decorations, but they later 
admitted that there was no way to 
prove it. When interviewed by a lo- 
cal newspaper reporter, a protester 
had the audacity to suggest that 
Plum Creek had vandalized its own 
building. Paul Davis, a Plum Creek 
spokesman, responded to the protest- 
er's comments, declaring, "That's lu- 
dicrous." The local media had a field 
day with this one, and the event 
brought three consecutive days of 
amusing news coverage on televi- 
sion, radio and in print. 

Maine EF! feels it necessary to pub- 
licly display our opposition to Plum 
Creek's existence and detrimental be- 
havior in our state. We became partic- 
ularly outraged last December, when 
the company — Maine's second larg- 
est landowner — announced plans to 
develop 427,000 acres of land in the 
Moosehead Lake region of Maine's 
North Woods. This so-called "re- 
source management plan" is the larg- 
est development plan ever proposed 
in the state of Maine. It includes ap- 
proximately 1,000 new house lots, 
two high-end resorts, a commercial 
site, three RV parks, a new marina on 
Moosehead Lake and, inevitably, a 
golf course. 

Plum Creek has assured the public 
that this development is not of ma- 
jor concern because 95 percent of the 
land included in the proposal is be- 
ing put under a 30-year conservation 
plan. This easement, however, will 
only prohibit development; the land 
will certainly continue to be a "work- 
ing forest" (a term frequently used 
in Maine to describe intensively har- 
vested areas). What Plum Creek also 
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Cops removing a banner from Plum Creek's office are about 
to discover more slogans painted and etched beneath. 


isn't saying is that most 
of the land in the conser- 
vation easement has al- 
ready been devastated by 
clearcuts within the last 
15 years and won't be fit 
for development for at 
least 30 years anyway. 

In April, Plum Creek 
submitted the develop- 
ment proposal to the Land 
Use Regulatory Commis- 
sion (LURC), a state orga- 
nization that regulates the 
zoning laws for roughly 
10 million acres of un- 
organized territories in 
northern Maine. Shortly 
thereafter, Maine citizens 
circulated a petition calling on LURC 
to impose a six-month moratorium on 
development in the Moosehead Lake 
region. This would give LURC the nec- 
essary time to create a "comprehensive 
land use plan," as it does not yet have 
any system in place to limit the kind or 
extent of development allowed on pri- 
vate land in Maine. Unfortunately and 
predictably, the petition was declined, 
and the under-staffed LURC decided 
that it is completely capable of process- 
ing Plum Creek's massive proposal in 
a short period of time. Conveniently, 
Plum Creek has generously offered to 
have some of its own employees help 
LURC process the proposal. 

Maine has the least amount of pub- 
licly owned and protected land in the 
country, and, as a result, the North 
Woods have been repeatedly ravaged 
by destructive logging practices over 
the last two centuries. Yet even with 
this devastation, the 10-million-plus 
acres of the North Woods still form 
the largest undeveloped area east of 
the Mississippi River. 

This particular, parasitic timber cor- 
poration is preying upon the crumbling 
economy and people's desperation in 
northern Maine. With many north- 
ern Maine families' heritages rooted 
in logging, it's not shocking that the 
Moosehead Lake plan, which promises 
more work for loggers, is extremely al- 
luring. Locals have painfully felt the 
near collapse of two pillar industries in 
the last two decades: agriculture and 
logging. To compensate for the rift 
in the economy, northern Maine has 
become a tourist wonderland, depend- 
ing more on profits from eco-yuppies 


and other "nature lovers." Plum Creek 
is working hard to convince northern 
Mainers that the development will 
"revitalize the region's traditional and 
historical tourism industry." Oh yes, 
and don't forget those happy Win- 
ter skiers — they're looking forward to 
Plum Creek's ski expansion area, too. 

The scumbags spearheading the 
Moosehead Lake development are 
backslapping with as many town 
managers, businessmen and school 
officials as possible, striving to pull 
the wool over as many eyes as they 
can. As far as we can tell after some 
firsthand reconnaissance work, the 
local opinion at this point is a mixed 
bag. Many folks have fallen for the 
"smart growth" jive-talk, but many 
others hate to see the state turned 
into a replica of Connecticut or the 
New Jersey shore — basically another 
playground for the rich. 

Scum Creek has a long history of for- 
est massacres, but it is becoming aware 
of the reality that some people in Maine 
will not stand for the destruction of our 
state and its intrinsic beauty. This is just 
the beginning of a campaign that we 
will wage until all the Scum is off the 
nearly one million acres that the com- 
pany has been colonizing in Maine. 
There are eight million more acres 
around the country that need liberat- 
ing from these Earth-destroyers... so 
what are y'all waiting for? 

To find the Scum Creek office near- 
est you, visit www.plumcreek.com 
and click on your state. For more in- 
formation about our campaign, con- 
tact Maine EF!, POB 917, Belfast, ME 
04915; maineef@yahoo.com. 
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Grand Canyon Timber 
Sale Stopped 

The logging of 17,000 acres of 
old-growth ponderosa pine trees 
on the north rim of the Grand 
Canyon was put on hold in June, 
due to an administrative chal- 
lenge by the Southwest Forest 
Alliance, Center for Biological 
Diversity and the Sierra Club. 

The proposed timber sale in 
the Kaibab National Forest would 
also have clearcut a 100-foot- wide 
strip on each side of Highways 67 
and 89A, to "improve" the scenic 
quality of the drive. The US Forest 
Service believes that these large 
ponderosa pines, which for years 
were left standing to hide the im- 
pacts of logging from motorists, 
now create a "monotonous" and 
"tunnel-like” driving experience. 

The Kaibab National Forest 
contains some of North Ameri- 
ca's largest remaining stands of 
old-growth ponderosa pine. The 
timber plan has been withdrawn 
pending studies of its effects on 
wildlife and soil. 

Sharks Can Keep Fins 

The Inter-American Tropical 
Commission unanimously ap- 
proved an international ban on 
shark finning in the eastern Pa- 
cific Ocean in June, in response 
to the near extermination of 
some shark species. 

Shark finning — the act of slic- 
ing off a shark's fins and discard- 
ing the remainder of the body, 
dead or alive — is driven by the 
market for shark-fin soup, a lucra- 
tive Asian dish. The fins are dried 
and sold to dealers in Hong Kong, 
Singapore and the Philippines. 

Research has shown that some 
tropical Pacific shark populations 
have declined by nearly 90 per- 
cent since the 1950s. Ecologists 
applauded the measure, saying 
that protecting the large preda- 
tors will help to maintain the 
balance of ocean ecosystems. 
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T'fie Timber 
Industry’s 
New Spin 


by Lisa Dix 

Over the last several months, the 
American Lands Alliance has noticed 
a new tactic amongst proponents of 
taxpayer-subsidized, public-lands log- 
ging. Rather than arguing that na- 
tional forests need to be "salvaged" 
after a fire in order to create jobs and 
economic return, logging proponents 
now claim that our national forests 
are suffering from a "reforestation 
backlog crisis." Let's not forget that 
only two years ago, these same peo- 
ple were arguing that there were "too 
many trees" in national forests! 

The Industry's New Spin 

The logging industry's spin goes 
something like this: National forests 
are facing a "reforestation backlog 
crisis" that needs to be immediately 
addressed due to increased fires, in- 
sect outbreaks, windstorms and ice 
storms that are "destroying" forests. 
In order to keep up with the backlog, 
the US Forest Service (USFS) needs to 
aggressively replant national forests 
after they are disturbed. However, 
the extremist and litigious environ- 
mental community is preventing 
this common-sense and balanced 
"restoration" from occurring, be- 
cause sometimes the agency has to 
"remove" some of the trees from the 
area to make it ready for re-planting. 
So what the USFS needs from Con- 
gress is the ability to go into these ar- 
eas quickly after a fire (or windstorm, 


bug outbreak, ice storm, etc.) in order 
to "rehabilitate" and "restore" them, 
without bureaucracy or delay. 

In this newly spun story, logging 
proponents never even have to men- 
tion the words "logging" or "salvage," 
and it fits perfectly into their overall 
"healthy forest" message. Decision 
leaders, media and the public will 
be confused, because they will think 
that planting trees and "restoring" 
forests once they have burned or 
blown down is a good thing, and that 
this should be done in an "expedited" 
fashion. The timber industry will also 
claim that it needs to "remove" trees 
to help pay for the "restoration." In 
fact, it has already begun airing tele- 
vision ads in Oregon that show im- 
ages of hillsides burning up, followed 
by images of people out in the forest 
planting trees. 

Laying the Foundations for 
Legislation 

The American Forests Resource 
Council (AFRC) is a timber industry 
front group that includes benefac- 
tors of public-lands, old-growth log- 
ging such as Columbia Helicopters, 
Roseburg Forest Products, D.R. John- 
son and Swanson Group. According 
to AFRC's May newsletter, US Rep- 
resentative Greg Walden of Oregon 
is already poised to introduce new 
post-fire logging legislation: "I be- 
lieve that we can create a template 
not too dissimilar to what we did on 
the Healthy Forest Restoration Act, 


to allow for expediting treatment of 
lands after a catastrophic fire so that 
we can restore those lands more rap- 
idly and, where appropriate, remove 
the dead trees where they still have 
value and can actually help pay for 
the restoration work." 

On April 27, Walden held a House 
Resources hearing that heard tes- 
timony on a General Accounting 
Office (GAO) report he had com- 
missioned based on the USFS's 2004 
claim that "it had a backlog of nearly 
900,000 acres of land needing refor- 
estation." However, the GAO report 
concluded that the USFS lacked sys- 
tematized data and could not accu- 
rately determine reforestation and 
timber-stand improvement needs 
on national forest lands. 

Despite the GAO's strong conclu- 
sion, Walden, the USFS, the Bureau 
of Land Management and the Soci- 
ety of American Foresters continue 
to assert 'that there is a reforestation 
backlog on national forests, and they 
continue to claim that appeals and 
litigation are interfering with projects 
that would restore forests after natu- 
ral disturbances. 

Biscuit Study Rider 

Meanwhile, in late June, Oregon 
Senator Gordon Smith attached a 
rider to the Fiscal Year 2006 Interior 
Appropriations Bill that requires the 
Secretary of Agriculture to submit a 
report to Congress within 90 days, 
assessing: 
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"(1) the change in reforestation 
capabilities and costs between the 
date of the containment of the Bis- 
cuit Fire and the completion of the 
Biscuit Fire Recovery Project... (2) the 
commercial value lost, as well as re- 
covered, of fire-killed timber within 
the Biscuit Fire area; and (3) all ac- 
tions included in the Record of De- 
cision for the Biscuit Fire Recovery 
Project, but forgone because of delay 
or funding shortfall." 

The rider mandates an incomplete 
and biased report that Smith will 
likely use as a platform to assert that 
"restoration" and "recovery" efforts 
are being impeded by appeals and 
litigation. The language of the rider 
severely limits the information that 
is needed to tell the whole story. For 
example, there was significant "de- 
lay" on the part of the USFS when it 
decided to hold up the Environmen- 
tal Impact Statement process to ana- 
lyze an alternative based on Oregon 
State University's infamous "Sessions 
Report." The USFS used this indus- 
try-backed report to justify increased 
logging of the Biscuit, but the delay 
happened before the Record of Deci- 
sion and will not be part of the "de- 
lay" addressed in the report. 

Additionally, the report will not 
include the important fact that 
the USFS is selling the public's old- 
growth trees to the timber industry 
at rock-bottom prices. In fact, many 
Biscuit logging sales have sold for 


a single minimum bid. Sales have 
gone for as little as $15 per 1,000 
board-feet — enough to fill a log 
truck for about $75! Overall, it is 
estimated that the Biscuit logging 
project could actually end up costing 
the government more than $30 mil- 
lion to complete, rather than raising 
money for any kind of restoration. 

The Path Ahead 

In the upcoming months, we will 
need to counter assertions by log- 
ging proponents that logging and 
artificial replanting after natural 
disturbances are best for our forests. 
While it is sometimes necessary for 
rehabilitation to occur in a post-dis- 
turbance landscape, this is not the 
intent of Walden and Smith's ef- 
forts. Decision leaders and the pub- 
lic need to be educated that after 
fires and other natural events, the 
best approach is often to let areas 
recover naturally. 

The USFS and logging proponents 
must be diligently challenged as they 
continue to manufacture a national 
forest "reforestation backlog crisis." 
Additionally, untrue claims that our 
administrative appeals and litigation 
hold up restoration projects must be 
refuted — especially since the destruc- 
tive logging roads and projects that 
we are fighting have nothing to do 
with legitimate forest restoration. 

Lisa Dix is the national forest program 
director for American Lands Alliance. 




Sequoia Fire Plan Illegal 

On July 16, a federal court 
ruled the Sequoia National For- 
est Fire Management Plan ille- 
gal due to its failure to comply 
with the National Environmen- 
tal Policy Act and other federal 
regulations. This ruling will al- 
low the entire Giant Sequoia 
Monument Plan, which is based 
almost entirely on the fire plan, 
to be challenged. 

Sequoia National Park has suc- 
cessfully used fire to manage its 
forests for decades. But in 2003, 
the Sequoia National Forest 
wrote the now-overturned fire 
plan for the Giant Sequoia Na- 
tional Monument— a plan that 
relied heavily on commercial 
logging for forest management 
and disallowed wildfire as a man- 
agement tool in nearly the entire 
monument. 

More Right Whales Dying 

As a result of legal pressure from 
the Center for Biological Diversity, 
the National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice has been ordered to designate 
critical habitat by June 2006 for 
the Pacific northern right whale. 

Ocean researchers estimate 
that the whales, once common 
in the Pacific Ocean, have been 
reduced to a population of fewer 
than 100 individuals. The main 
threats to their survival are pol- 
lution, fishing gear entangle- 
ments and ship collisions from 
an increase in commerce in the 
Bering Sea. 

But fishermen say that whale- 
safe gear would be too expensive 
and that they would lose money 
by slowing down or taking alter- 
native routes to avoid the whales. 

Scientists were also startled 
to discover recently that nearly 
twice as many Atlantic northern 
right whales are dying each year 
as was previously estimated, and 
they are pushing emergency pro- 
tections for that species, as well. 
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Sutikalh Occupation 

Enters Fifth Year 


St'at'imc Nation Defies Ski Resort 



by Rosalin Sam 

In 1990, we, the Lil'wat, staged a road 
blockade on Mt. Currie in British Co- 
lumbia for several reasons, including 
opposition to a plan to pave logging 
roads that run through our commu- 
nity. The Lil'wat community of Mt. 
Currie is a band of the St'at'imc people, 
who are often referred to as the Lillooet 
Nation in government documents. We 
have lived in this region for thousands 
of years, and we have never ceded or 
surrendered any of our territory. As a 
result of our action, 67 protesters were 
arrested. We refused to give our names 
or cooperate with authorities, and we 
were held for one month. 

The following year, Olympic skier 
Nancy Greene-Raine came to our com- 
munity meeting to propose the Cay- 
oosh Ski Resort — a $500-million facility 
with accommodations for 12,000 visi- 
tors year-round. She was asked to leave 
the meeting, since the resort was seen 
as undesirable by the people. Greene- 
Raine's resort development firm, NGR 
Consultants, would destroy the for- 
ests — the natural habitat of the grizzly 
bear, mountain goat, wolverine and 
many of the natural medicines that 
we use in this area. NGR Consultants 
would sell our water and destroy the 
last untouched watershed within our 
St'at'imc territory. It would build a 
highway, hotels, a golf course, ski hills 
galore and an all-season resort/retire- 
ment home for the rich. The resort 
would open up our St'at'imc territory 
to development; our untouched lands 
would fill with hotels and homes, all 
belonging to outsiders. 


Months went by, but political ma- 
neuvering by the developers contin- 
ued behind closed doors. By Spring 
2000, it became clear that the ski 
resort would probably be approved 
within the year. In response, the 
women of Lil'wat sent the men into 
the mountains to set up a blockade 
and protest camp to stop this resort 
from being built. 

The Sutikalh camp — named for the 
St'at'imc "Winter Spirit" who dwells 
in the mountains — was set up on May 
2, 2000. These mountains 
are where our medicine 
people and ancestors went 
to stay for weeks and even 
years to learn of our songs 
and medicines. We have 
been using the land for 
hundreds of years, as we 
still use it in many ways 
today. Other religions go 
to churches to pray; we go 
to the mountains. 

The next day, we noti- 
fied our chiefs at the Lil- 
looet Tribal Council of our 
actions and the reasons for 
them. On June 11, more 
than 120 people — chiefs, 
elders and members of all 
1 1 St'at'imc communi- 
ties — gathered at Sutikalh. 

We, the people, then de- 
cided that we would stand 
together to stop the pro- 
posed ski development. 

Our camp has had op- 
position from loggers, 
hikers, bikers, hunters, 
skidoo riders, ATV riders, 


tourists and even some of our own 
people. We have been threatened 
with words, shot at with guns and 
had our informational booth set on 
fire. But the greatest insult came on 
August 14, 2000, when the Environ- 
mental Assessment Office approved 
the Cayoosh Ski Resort. 

Three days later, we set up a new 
roadblock to oppose the certifica- 
tion of the development. The Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
and the St'at'imc Tribal Police set up 
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their own blockades at both ends of 
the corridor to stop St'at'imc people 
from joining our blockade. Some 
of us went to Vancouver to demon- 
strate at the stock exchange and let 
stockholders know that we meant 
business. The Lillooet Tribal Council 
also produced a letter to NGR Con- 
sultants, signed by all 11 chiefs of 
the 1 1 communities of the St'at'imc 
territory, denouncing the resort and 
making it clear that the plan had no 
support from the St'at'imc. 

By the afternoon of August 18, we 
had made our point, so we took down 
the road blockade. The RCMP did 
nothing to protect our peaceful camp 
against violent op- 
positionists. 

We then held a 
rally in Mt. Currie, 
to ask people to 
come out and vote 
against the resort 
in an October 2, 

2000, referendum. 

More than 85 per- 
cent of the voters opposed the resort. 
Some of the communities had no ref- 
erendum, because they opposed the 
resort unanimously. 

Years have passed, and the camp 
has endured. On July 27, NGR Con- 
sultants applied for an extension on 
its development permit, which was 
due to expire on August 14. Company 
representative A1 Raine, still trying to 
ignore our resistance, told the press 
that the Indian problem is in the 
hands of the government. 

The provincial government noti- 
fied only two of our communities of 
this application. All of the St’at'imc 
should have been notified and asked 
for comment. In the original permit 
from 2000, it was stated that in or- 
der to get an extension, construc- 
tion had to be substantially started 
within five years. Yet the developers 
have not even begun construction 
on the project. 

In spite of these illegalities, the 
provincial government granted the 
extension on August 11. The govern- 
ment called it a temporary exten- 
sion because it still believes that the 
St'at'imc Chiefs Council will negoti- 
ate about the resort. But our chiefs 
stand firm, and so do we. 

We have been at our Sutikalh camp 
for five years now, and we plan to 


stay. We have had many visitors — 
some with their own agenda, some 
sent in as infiltrators, some who 
were just curious. Many have come 
from around the world to support us. 
Many First Nations communities and 
organizations from across Canada 
and the US, including the Union of 
British Columbian Indian Chiefs and 
the Native Youth Movement, have 
visited us and publicly voiced sup- 
port for our cause. When local people 
and tourists stop at our information- 
al checkpoints, we tell them about 
the lies in the ski resort's application, 
the lies about our animals and our 
lands, the falsely promised jobs, and 
all of the broken 
agreements and 
the unconcern for 
our territory. The 
whole world now 
knows of the plan 
to build a resort 
on our land, and 
the people of the 
world are stand- 
ing with us in opposition to this 
massive development. 

When you travel between Mt. Cur- 
rie and Lillooet, there are countless 
breathtaking country scenes, with all 
of the beautiful colors of Mother Na- 
ture's palette. This is a place for wild- 
life to roam; a place where the stream 
water is pure enough to drink; a place 
where you can breathe in the fresh air 
and, on a clear night, you can see all 
the stars in the sky; a place that was 
made by the Creator with all crea- 
tures in mind. All of this exists within 
the St'at'imc Nation. We cannot see it 
destroyed for the sake of the almighty 
dollar. Money will disappear quickly, 
but the land will be there for thou- 
sands of years to come. 

We have said from day one that 
there will never be a ski resort in Suti- 
kalh, and we say that still, today. 

For more information, contact Su- 
tikalh-Melvin Creek Camp, POB 309, 
Mt. Currie, BC VON 2K0, Canada; 
(604) 894-2400; (604) 894-6841 (fax); 
sutikalh2003@telus.net. 

Rosaliti Sam, a Lil'watool of the 
St'at'imc, is a mother and grandmother 
working to protect the St'at'imc terri- 
tory — for the sake of the ancestors who 
fought for it at the cost of their blood, 
and for the future for her grandchildren’s 
grandchildren. 


In Spring 2000, the women 
ofLil'wat sent the men into 
the mountains to set up a 
blockade and protest camp 
to stop this resort. 




Montana to Hunt Bison 

The Montana Department of 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) 
Commission set regulations in 
July for a Winter 2006, recre- 
ational bison hunt. The hunt, 
aimed at bison migrating out of 
Yellowstone National Park, will 
be the state’s first in 15 years. 
Although Montana Governor 
Brian Schweitzer canceled the 
2005 hunt due to intense public 
pressure, FWP is insistent that 
the hunt of the last wild bison 
herd in the US be reinstated. 

All wild bison in Montana are 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Montana Department of Live- 
stock (DOL), but the DOL has 
decided to suspend its haze, cap- 
ture and kill policy for the dura- 
tion of the hunt — unless more 
bison than have been allotted 
for the hunt leave the park, in 
which case the hunt may be 
suspended to allow the DOL to 
intercede. 

SHAC 7 Mistrial 

US District Judge Mary Cooper 
declared a mistrial in the con- 
spiracy case for seven Stop Hunt- 
ingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) 
activists in June when the at- 
torney representing one of the 
defendants fell ill. Their trial has 
been rescheduled for February. 

In May 2004, the SHAC 7 were 
arrested and charged with con- 
spiring to threaten and terror- 
ize employees and customers of 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), 
a notorious animal testing lab 
(see EF!J July-August 2004). The 
charges allege that the seven in- 
cited people to commit crimes 
of vandalism and harassment 
against employees of HLS and 
other companies that conduct 
business with the Britain-based 
drug company. 

"We have faith in the evidence 
and look forward to retrying it," 
said defendant Kevin Jonas. 
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Grassroots Animal Rights Activists Take on Sexual Assault 


by Pattrice Jones 

They stayed up late talking, en- 
ergized by the Grassroots Animal 
Rights Conference (GARC), at which 
he was staffing the table of a vegetar- 
ian organization. Around them, other 
animal rights activists drifted to sleep, 
worn out by the arguments and en- 
gagements of the day. The church 
was chilly. She offered to share her 
blanket, making it very clear that 
she wasn't offering to share anything 
else. When she fell asleep, they were 
on separate couches. When she woke 


up, he was on top of her, fumbling in 
her vagina with his fingers, groping 
her body and moaning. Shocked, she 
yelled at him and pushed his hands 
away. He rolled back onto his couch 
and acted like he was asleep. 

Challenged later about this assault 
on a sleeping, 17-year-old woman, 
Nathan Braun first claimed that he 
had never sexually assaulted anyone 
"on purpose," but he "would not be 
surprised" if he had done what the 
young woman reported. He claimed to 
have a condition called "sexsomnia," 
which causes people to commit sexual 


acts while asleep. A few days later, he 
changed his story, claiming that noth- 
ing had happened and that he was the 
focus of jealousy and desire as a "hand- 
some, Christian alpha male." 

By then it was too late for denial. 
His initial admission had damned him 
just as surely as the forthright state- 
ment of the survivor and the echoes 
of other women who came forward 
to say that he had violated them, too. 
His own behavior had led him to be 
wanted by the State of New York and 
unwanted within the animal libera- 
tion movement. 




Siskiyou Free State Declared 

On July 17, forest activists in the Siskiyou Mountains 
of southern Oregon announced construction of a "bold 
and elaborate infrastructure of resistance" to defend the 
Hobson Timber Sale in the Biscuit Fire area. 

Dozens of people worked all night to build a log cabin 
fortress on the lone road to the remote sale, now re- 
ferred to as the "Siskiyou Free State." Underneath the 
cabin, two activists locked down in a boulder-fortified 
basement. A rope-network treesit above connected mul- 
tiple acres of trees and suspended activists in mid-air. 

Authorities dismantled the log cabin that day, only 
to be greeted three days later by a larger, better-forti- 
fied version. The blockade was again dismantled, and 
one person was arrested, leaving dozens of people in the 
canopy rope-network overhead. 

ALF Raids Rabbit Lab 

Bridget's Farm Rabbit Research Station in Hampshire, 
England, was targeted by the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) on May 28, in celebration of the Real World Day 


for Laboratory Animals. The "A(LF) Team" gained access 
by cutting through an electric fence and forcing open 
office doors with a crowbar. They removed detailed 
maps of the testing area, blueprints to Bridget's Experi- 
mental Farm complex, and more than 20 years-worth of 
research on paper, video and slides. 

Bridget's Farm carries out tests with cyanide, phospho- 
rous, magnesium tablets, gassing and various trapping 
techniques on captive-bred and wild-caught rabbits. 

No rabbits were on site, but the runs where they are 
usually kept were destroyed. The Team reported that "we 
also removed addresses, phone numbers and their con- 
tacts at other animal abuse facilities — many of which 
we already had our eyes on." 

Greenpeace Closes Coal Port 

The world's largest coal export port was shut down on 
July 26, when the Greenpeace flagship Rainbow Warrior 
dropped anchor in Newcastle harbor, Australia, blocking 
the Kooragang and Carrington terminals. Teams of activists 
also occupied a 2.5-ton coal stockpile and a coal loader. 
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A Widespread Problem 

Some people might be surprised 
to hear what happened that night 
characterized as sexual assault. Many 
people mistakenly believe that sexual 
assault must involve forcible penetra- 
tion by a penis. In fact, most states 
recognize degrees of sexual assault, 
with first-degree rape being the most 
extreme crime on of a continuum of 
violation. In some states, 
any unwanted touching of 
the breasts, thighs or but- 
tocks is considered third- 
degree sexual assault. 

Whatever the law might 
say, we all ought to be able 
to agree that doing sexual 
things to someone who does 
not consent is a violation 
of that person's body and 
rights. People who are asleep 
cannot consent, because they are not 
conscious. Thus, initiating sexual con- 
tact with someone who is asleep is 
never OK. 

Men of all races, classes and politi- 
cal persuasions commit sexual assault. 
In one study of male college students, 
more than a third indicated that they 
would rape a woman if they were 
sure that they could get away with it. 
Another study found that one in 12 
young men had already committed 


acts that fell within the legal defini- 
tion of rape or attempted rape. 

Asked if they've ever committed 
sexual assault, most men say "no." 
But asked more specific questions — 
Have you ever fondled a woman's 
breasts without her permission? 
Have you ever surprised an acquain- 
tance by grabbing her ass? Have you 
ever continued kissing or touching a 


woman after she asked you to stop? 
Have you ever acted so upset that a 
woman who said "no" changed her 
mind? Have you ever had sex with a 
woman who was too drunk to know 
what she was doing? Has any woman 
ever let you do something sexual or 
done something sexual for you, just 
to shut you up about it? — many men 
have to admit that they have com- 
mitted acts that meet the legal or 
ethical criteria of sexual assault. 


According to survey research, any- 
where from 25 to 60 percent of male 
college students have committed sex- 
ual assault at least once in their short 
lives. Nobody knows how high the 
percentages might be for older men. 

Whether or not it involves physical 
violence, sexual assault hurts. Most 
survivors of sexual assault experience 
symptoms of post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Besides being dis- 
tressing, these symptoms 
can significantly interfere 
with daily life and with 
productive work, such as 
activism. The fact that one 
in three women is sexually 
assaulted in her lifetime 
makes it clear that this is 
one of the ways that males 
retain political power. 

Zero Tolerance 

Survivors of sexual assault often 
have a hard time trusting people. 
Activist movements require mutual 
trust. When sexual assault occurs 
within activist movements — which 
it too often does — both the survivor 
and the movement are hurt. None- 
theless, most activist organizations 
are not prepared to deal with sexual 
assault when it happens. 

continued on next page 


Activist movements require mutual 
trust. When sexual assault occurs 
within activist movements— which it 
too often does— both the survivor 
and the movement are hurt. 


"We are here today to expose Australia’s dangerous ad- 
diction to coal export dollars and its significant contribu- 
tion toward global climate change," said Ben Pearson, a 
Greenpeace Australia climate and energy campaigner. 

Athena Ronquillo of Greenpeace International said, 
"By continuing to export coal to Asia, Australia is 
locking developing countries into a fossil fuel future 
that perpetuates climate change, ignores sustainabil- 
ity and denies their independence from imported and 
expensive fuel.” 

ALF Burns Oxford Boathouse 

On July 4, the ALF dealt Oxford University an estimat- 
ed $900,000 in damage when it burned a Hertford Col- 
lege boathouse, along with 24 rowing boats belonging 
to Hertford, St. Catherine's, Mansfield, St. Hilda's and 
Templeton Colleges. 

Oxford is currently the focus of a campaign to halt its 
plans for a new primate research laboratory. Construc- 
tion was temporarily stopped in 2004, when the main 
contractor, Montpellier, pulled out due to threats and 
direct action from the ALF. 

An ALF communique following the fire warned that 
no one who has dealings with Oxford is off limits, espe- 
cially builders and suppliers, "even if their involvement 
comes to light years later." 


Floridians Fight Free Trade 

Protestors in Coral Gables, Florida, welcomed delegates 
from the Organization of American States and made a state- 
ment against free trade by erecting a tripod blockade at the 
Biltmore Hotel on June 4. In 1994, the Biltmore Hotel host- 
ed the first modem Summit of the Americas conference, 
which spawned the Free Trade Area of the Americas. 

Three activists were arrested and released the next 
day for time served. 

Occupation Derails Whale-Meat Factory 

On June 14, after a monthlong occupation of its con- 
struction site, the city of Ulsan, South Korea, abandoned 
its plans to build a whale- and dolphin-meat processing 
factory. The factory was meant to process "accidental" 
bycatch for commercial sale. 

In protest of the proposed factory, activists with 
Greenpeace and the Korean Federation for Environmen- 
tal Movement had occupied the site of the proposed 
factory since April 7. 

The Hankyoreh, a local newspaper, reported that the 
city council aborted the factory mainly because, "Green- 
peace called the facility a whale meat factory... which 
caused the international community to view Korea as a 
pro-whaling nation. The city decided that going ahead 
with the plan would not be in the national interest." 
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continued from previous page 

This time was different. GARC had a sexual assault 
policy that had been distributed to every attendee. The 
morning after the assault, the survivor told conference 
organizers. They ordered the perpetrator to pack up his 
materials and leave the building, which he did. When 
he tried to reenter the conference the next day, he was 
again told to leave. The survivor received on-site support 
as well as referrals to lawyers and rape crisis counselors. 

Some days after the conference, at the initiation of 
the survivor, a group of male and female feminists from 
within the animal liberation movement formed a work- 
ing group to decide what to do next. The group oper- 
ated by consensus, all agreeing in advance to privilege 
the survivor's preferences. By means of an email list and 
a series of conference calls, the far-flung group of activ- 
ists devised and implemented an action plan intended to 
both hold the perpetrator accountable and warn other 
women about him. 

The first step was to inform the organization that 
the perpetrator had been representing at GARC. To its 
credit, the Christian Vegetarian As- 
sociation (CVA) immediately dissoci- 
ated itself from him. Members of the 
working group also asked men in the 
movement, including CVA advisory 
board members, to tell the perpetra- 
tor that they condemned his behav- 
ior. Many did so. 

The next step was to draft a public 
statement that would name the per- 
petrator and warn other women about 
him. In the course of that process, three 
other women came forward with re- 
ports of unwanted, aggressive physical 
advances by Nathan Braun. This veri- 
fied the survivor's sense that she had 
both the right and the duty to speak 
out about what he had done to her. 

As the working group prepared to 
go public, we consulted with femi- 
nists whose primary area of expertise 
is sexual assault. They encouraged us 
and helped us to come up with answers 
to likely challenges. For example, we 
learned that, contrary to popular be- 
lief, false reports of rape are very rare 
and that, on the contrary, most sexual 
assaults are not reported to authorities. 

More than 40 percent of all rape survi- 
vors tell no one at all. 

Equipped with such facts, the GARC 
organizers released a bulletin telling 
what had happened, reiterating the 
conference's policy of "zero toler- 
ance" for sexual assault, and urging 
all perpetrators of sexual assault to 
change their ways and make amends 
for past misbehavior. At the same 
time, the working group secured the 
domain www.sexualassaultwatch.org, 


and it posted the survivor's report along with the per- 
petrator's picture. 

Backlash Follows Progress 

Much of the work of drafting, revising and releasing the 
GARC statement was done by men. One very prominent 
male activist ejected the perpetrator from the conference, 
while another challenged him privately. A male, move- 
ment lawyer assisted the survivor in her interactions with 
police. Men handled most of the logistics of the working 
group, including maintaining the email list, setting up 
conference calls and distributing minutes. As a feminist 
who has previously struggled to get men in other move- 
ments to take action against sexual assault, I was heart- 
ened by this outpouring of male energy. 

Perhaps I should not have been surprised. Sexual assault 
is wrong in any context, but it is particularly out of place 
in a venue dedicated to animal liberation. The animal 
liberation movement is about protecting animal bodies 
from exploitation of all kinds. Animal liberationists are 
familiar with using our personal power to expose and 
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undermine the illegiti- 
mate power that we, as 
humans, hold over ani- 
mals. The men in our 
working group were 
simply applying the 
same principle, using 
their personal power to 
expose and undermine 
the illegitimate power 
that they, as men, hold 
over women. 

The anti-rape activists 
with whom we consult- 
ed were also pleasantly 
surprised by the willing- 
ness of so many male 
animal liberationists to 
take action against sex- 
ual assault without try- 
ing to be the bosses of 
the project. They were 
even more delighted by 
our audacity in nam- 
ing the perpetrator and 
warning other women 
about him. 

This sort of action 
was common back in 
the 1970s, when activ- 
ism against rape was 
new and still rooted in radical feminism. Since then, ex- 
plains Janelle White, director of the University of New 
Orleans Women's Center, "The state has bought out the 
anti-violence movement." In these days, when most rape 
crisis centers are funded by governments, few anti-rape 
activists are willing to take steps that directly challenge 
male power over women. 

People don't like it when you take power or privilege 
away from them. Backlash always follows progress. As 
is usually the case with sexual assault, the backlash in 
this case has taken the form of attacks on the credi- 
bility of the survivor and her advocates. As is so often 
the case, the perpetrator is now seen by some people as 
the victim. Some men who immediately did the right 
thing are now rethinking their first response, perhaps 
because they now realize that their own male privilege 
is at stake. 

And, indeed, men in the animal 
liberation movement are now con- 
siderably less free to heedlessly abuse 
women. Several women have ap- 
proached the working group for ad- 
vice or assistance in confronting or 
exposing men who have subjected 
them to sexual or domestic violence. 

Many Oppressions, 

One Liberation 

Sexual assault often marks the 
survivor for life. While the degree 


of physical and emo- 
tional scarring varies, 
no survivor is exactly 
the same as she was 
when she was some- 
one who had not been 
violated in that way. 
In contrast, perpetra- 
tors often walk away 
unscathed. 

Not this time. The 
perpetrator of this 
sexual assault lost his 
job, lost his credibility, 
and — unless he choos- 
es to make amends to 
his victims and agrees 
never to assault women 
again — will forever have 
his name associated 
with the despicable and 
pathetic crime of grop- 
ing a sleeping woman. 

If we are serious 
about ending violence 
against women, this 
kind of response has 
to become the norm. 
Men need to know that 
they will be shunned 
by both peers and po- 
tential partners if they rape or batter women. Everybody 
needs to pitch in to create a climate where coercion of 
any kind — emotional or physical — no longer poisons our 
intimate relationships. 

How is it that a group of animal liberation activ- 
ists has surpassed even anti-rape organizations in the 
audacity of its response to sexual assault? White sug- 
gests that this is because the animal liberation move- 
ment has not been "co-opted" by the state, but that is 
only part of the answer. The activists involved in this 
project see the exploitation of women, the Earth and 
animals as different elements of the same crime. That 
violation is at the root of all forms of violence. Only 
when we undo it can we liberate the Earth, animals 
and ourselves. 

Pattrice Jones coordinates the Eastern Shore Sanctuary and 
Education Center in rural Maryland. For more information, 
visit www.bravebirds.org. 


A Few Facts about Sexual Assault 

from the Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network (www.rainn.org) 

•90 percent of rape victims are female; 10 percent are male. 

•99 percent of perpetrators are male. 

•An estimated 44 percent of rape victims are under the age of 18. 

•Only 39 percent of sexual assaults are reported to the police. 

•Only six percent of perpetrators are ever convicted and imprisoned. 

•72 percent of sexual assaults are committed by someone known to the 
person assaulted. 


Excerpt from "GARC's 
Response to Sexual Assault" 

"Sexual assault in the animal advocacy 
community affects us all. It destroys 
trust , exploits vulnerable individuals, 
and bankrupts the claims of a 
movement that speaks about equality 
and challenges oppressions. This is 
harmful to the individual women for 
whom sexual assault can cause physical , 
psychological and spiritual damage, 
but it is also harmful to the movement. 
It creates a climate in which some of us 
cannot feel safe in our activism. Sexual 
assault should not be the cost of being 
a woman animal activist." 
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 


And from the Earth-raping rampage of the Reagan/Bush era 
Comes another administration, young and full of spirit 
With a Vice President who’ll clean up the environment 
And his wife who’ll clean up Rock n Roll lyrics 

And how do we recognize this brave new breed? 

Why, it’s easier than falling off an old-growth log 
Just remember their Earth-friendly battle cry 
And repeat it if you want to join along 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! Rah! 

I feel so good just saying that, let’s go out and pick some flowers 
As we reduce our forest to fiberboard and pulp 
And recycle the patterns of Political Power 

And I just bought a cookie from the health food store 
The most expensive store in the whole neighborhood 
It’s got a plastic wrapper that says “organic” 

So I know that it’s gonna taste good 

And now I’m driving my bicycle through Uptown Traffic 
It takes moves never dreamed of by any ballet dancer 
When I’m nearly run off the road by some car 
With a bumpersticker that says ‘Trees are the answer” 

I think I’ve got a better answer for you 

Reduce, Recycle, I’ve never seen it fail 

I’m gonna remove your gas cap, Recycle some newspaper 

And reduce the petro beast to a molotov cocktail 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! Rah! 

I feel so good just saying that, how utterly inspired 


Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! right. 

Like that’s gonna pull our ass out of the fire 

And hey, there’s money to be made from environmental conflict 
It’s a growth industry and we all play out part 
The Earth-rapers plunder what’s left of the planet 
And the Sierra Club rips off all the bleeding hearts 


And if we ever come to terms with the dolphins & whales 
Learn to cherish their music and their watery rhythms 
We’re gonna put a lot of whalers out of work, yes indeed 
And Greenpeace will go down the toilet with ’em 


Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! Oh really 

> 

I’m totally into Mother Earth, we totally should protect her 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! Ripoff! 

Let’s reuse the salaries of Sierra Club directors 


-'tr,. 


> 



See it on big billboards at Wal-Mart 
Reduce, Recycle, the consumers demand it! 

Tell me how much tree flesh does it take 
To tell ourselves we’re saving the planet? 

Oh, but this is post-consumer fiber 
That’ll save the planet, we hope 
But the post-consumer world isn’t shaping up 
To be a package in a pretty envelope 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 

Let’s buy environmentalism, never mind the cost 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! Regurgitate! 

We wanted to save the Planet, and all we got was greenwash 


u m 


armed with visions... clear as cut glass and just as dangerous 
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send poems to: 
warrior poets society 
pob 14501, berkeley, ca 94712-5501 


Poor Cowboy 

Well, my great granpappy was a powerful man 
He knew his place in the world; he had a gun in his hand 
And he braved hostile injuns and hot desert sands 
So future generations could abuse public lands 

So let me overgraze the ranges, don’t charge me mo fees 
Gotta make big government let the poor people be 
Let the whole world go hungry and I don’t care 
’Cause I’m a poor cowboy and I need welfare 

Well, I ride ’em through the rain, through the snow, 
through the heat 

And I supply 2% of our nation’s red meat 

And the West is a barren land, it’s always been that way 

You let me keep on grazin’, that’s how it’s gonna stay 

So let me kill all the coyotes, the wolves and grizzlies 
Gotta keep the world safe for democracy 
But you shoot my little dogies, boy, you better beware 
’Cause I’m a poor cowboy, and I’m on welfare 

I love my ma; and I love my pa 

And the county commissioner, who’s my brother in law 

And I believe in god and the gospel of jesus 

And I’ll get off public land just as soon as hell freezes 

So I’m a-ridin’ out West with my can of 1080* 

Where the sunshine is bright and the politics are shady 
The wide West is a-waiting. I’m a-gonna get my share 
’Cause I’m a poor cowboy, and I need welfare. 


M lethal poison used by ranchers to kill coyotes, feral pigs and other animals. 
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vemem&ev'mct 

MATTHEW 


1961 -2005 

DAVID HA UN 


by Emily Loeb 

(named Sugar by Matthew) 

I write this tribute with sadness, 
yet also with reverence. Matthew 
Haun was a dear friend to me. I had 
the honor of traveling with him 
over the course of two years, explor- 
ing remote wildlands throughout 
the country. Matthew was a dedicat- 
ed activist and had participated in 
countless forest actions, the Nevada 
Test Site protests and the Western 
Shoshone Defense Project. 

Matthew walked his talk; he gave up 
his car in 1980 and from then on he 
hopped freight and walked. While not 
a speedy hiker, Matthew was steady 
and covered great dis- 
tances each day. He was 
hardcore and didn't hike 
with a sleeping bag or a 
tent. For more than 20 
years, he was a dedicated 
Kundalini yoga practitio- 
ner. An avid reader and 
student, he had a mas- 
ter's degree in linguistics 
and knew Greek, San- 
skrit, Persian, Arabic and 
Latin. Constantly quot- 
ing people and texts, he 
was analytical and had a 
phenomenal memory. 

Matthew made an im- 
pression on those who 
met him. He was loved 
and respected because of the love, 
passion, quick wit and energy that he 
brought to the movement. 

Most EFlers knew Matthew for his 
poetry and biting humor. No one was 
too sensitive or too important to avoid 
his quick wit. I remember how people 
at the Round River Rendezvous used 
to beg him to perform. Obligingly, he 
would go into a trance, dancing and 
jumping around the fire as he talked 
about lovers, the Earth and politics. 
In 1998, Matthew started writing 
rhythmic, fictional stories. Not using 
notes, he recited these tales, one of 
which lasted for more than an hour. A 


student of the classics, Matthew was 
our modern-day Homer. 

I met Matthew in Idaho at Cove/ 
Mallard in 1997. He led me through 
the woods, teaching me to be silent, 
to listen to the trees, to move with 
the landscape. Matthew knew Cove/ 
Mallard. For eight years, he explored, 
worked and fought to keep that land 
from being logged, and he was in- 
strumental in stopping those timber 
sales. He was alive in those woods, 
and those woods are still alive be- 
cause of him. 

In 1998, we lived in Moab. The des- 
ert is the country with which Matthew 
really connected. He knew how to find 
gifts of life in the desert, while also 


understanding her danger. For three 
weeks, we camped in the Beyond the 
Rocks area. It was here that I got a 
glimpse of Matthew's comfort in this 
severe land. He honored the Earth's 
gifts, those which we often take for 
granted. Every day, he would recite the 
words, "Oh living wonder, blessed be," 
giving thanks for the not-so-simple 
gift of finding water in the desert. 

From 1999 to 2004, Matthew lived 
in Kansas City. Helping to raise his 
partner Tracy's son, Alton, Matthew 
settled in and decided to go to mas- 
sage school. In 2004, he moved to 
Salt Lake City, Utah, attended school, 


hiked, made friends and brewed beer. 
Matthew was happy. 

Matthew died hiking on a water- 
fall outside of Salt Lake City on July 
19. He had taken me there years be- 
fore to share its beauty and wonder. 
After a 20-mile bike ride and a steep 
hike, he slipped and the water carried 
him over the falls. Trapped between 
the raging waterfall and a logjam, 
Matthew faced outward, looking out 
over this honored landscape. His head 
bent down as the water rushed over 
him. Matthew fell asleep and died of 
hypothermia. I know that Matthew 
died in a place that he loved. In his 
poem "Water in the Desert," Matthew 
wrote, "Water always works its way 
down and around, and if 
it's blocked, it goes over 
the top, never stopping." 
Matthew loved the power 
of water, and he loved that 
it could wear down even 
the hardest of rocks. 

As hard as it is to think 
of never seeing or talk- 
ing with Matthew again, I 
know that he died exactly 
■§. as he would have wanted: 
| hiking in a beautiful, wild 
| place and in a relatively 
•§ painless way. Matthew 
| died as he lived; his death 
was nonviolent, just as 
Matthew was not violent. 
I'll never meet someone 
like Matthew Haun again. He gave 
great hugs, the kind that leaves an 
impression. He was passionate, bril- 
liant and wise beyond his 44 years. 
If he were writing this, he'd say that 
we've used enough treeflesh to honor 
him. So, my dear Matthew, with that 
I'll end this tribute. Sweet dreams, 
and I'll catch ya on the rebound. 

Emily lives with her husband Lee in 
Spokane, Washington, where she prac- 
tices yoga, plays ultimate Frisbee, and 
works for a research and management 
consulting firm focused on improving 
communities and empowering Ameri- 
can Indians. 
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BEN WHITE A Warrior Whose Love Shined Outward 



by Rod Coronado 

The natural world lost a great human 
warrior, and those of us still fighting 
lost a dear mentor and friend when 
Ben White died of abdominal cancer 
in the San Juan Islands of Washington 
on July 30. He was just 53. 

I first met Ben aboard the Sea Shep- 
herd in 1985, sailing to the Danish 
Faroe Islands to stop the slaughter of 
pilot whales, but his struggle had be- 
gun long before. In 1972, Ben joined 


by Peggy Sue 
McRae 

Known for his dar- 
ing feats on the high 
seas, Ben White was 
also a member of a 
small island community. He gave to 
his community by teaching young 
people the skills needed to live harmo- 
niously on the Earth, and by living his 
life as an example. 

This Spring, Ben found out that 
he had cancer. He'd given gener- 
ously to his community; now his 
community took care of him. On 
July 30, he died. 

His friends laid him out in his cof- 
fin, handmade by local woodcrafters 
out of salvaged wood (including ma- 
hogany from the original Sea Shep- 
herd). I laid my corn necklace among 
the other charms, herbs and feath- 
ers that Ben's friends gave as parting 
gifts. There was no funeral parlor or 
embalming involved. Hence, even 
after he was dead, Ben managed to 
raise a little ruckus. 

Ben's friend Rebecca Barnard ex- 
plained, "Ben opted for a natural fu- 
neral, and to be buried, not cremated. 
He wanted his body to nourish the 


Earth and trees that he so loved in 
life." Ben was on ice, but the grave- 
digger was in no hurry — "Gravedig- 
ger Man simply couldn't fathom that 
Ben wasn't embalmed or cremated." 
Finally, the local prosecutor was able 
to speed things along, and on August 
3, Ben White was laid to rest in the 
Valley Cemetery on San Juan Island. 

Reclaiming the death process and 
caring for our own loved ones in 
death requires care, work and love. 
It is an intimate experience that 
unites those who participate in it 
with awe of the sacred, fleeting na- 
ture of life. The way Ben chose to 
die was his parting gift to the com- 
munity that he loved. 

Peggy Sue is a tree-hugging peacenik 
from San Juan Island. 


members of the American Indian 
Movement in their occupation of Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs offices in Wash- 
ington, DC. Throughout his life, Ben 
fought alongside indigenous peoples, 
but it's his work with nonhumans 
that will be most remembered. 

As a director of the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society, Ben was in- 
strumental in organizing the 1983 
blockade of St. John's harbor in New- 
foundland to prevent Canadian seal- 
ers from reaching the ice floes. From 
1986 to 1989, I had the honor to sail 
with Ben against Icelandic and Faro- 
ese whalers, Japanese driftnet fleets 
and the dolphin-killing tuna industry 
of the Eastern Pacific. 

Ben was a one-man army, often act- 
ing alone to prevent the capture of 
cetaceans for the aquarium industry, 
diving into capture nets to free dol- 
phins and using the cover of darkness 
to cut the fences of dolphin holding 
pens. His defense of the animal world 
did not stop at sea. As an animal lib- 
erationist, Ben was a point man in 
helping to liberate primates and other 
creatures from the clutches of animal 
experimenters. In his last decade, Ben 
brought an army of sea turtles to the 
infamous World Trade Organization 
"Battle of Seattle," and he organized 
his Natural Guard group to actively 
oppose old-growth logging in Wash- 
ington and California. 

Ben's actions, both known and un- 
known, in defense of the Earth are 
too numerous to mention. But it is 
his way of living life, and of fight- 
ing as a truly selfless father and war- 
rior whose love shined outward, that 
I will remember most. Some of Ben's 
last words to me were in the hopes 
that others would be able to continue 
his work fighting the corporations de- 
stroying the ancient forests of North- 
ern California. 

Ben wrote to me once in prison, 
saying, "As you sit on your bunk, 
walk the halls, look out the window, 
feel the blessings of the great major- 
ity — not only the brothers and sisters 
praying for you, but the legions of 
creatures that still travel this wound- 
ed land, waiting for rebirth. Hoka 
Hey — we shall live again!" 
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Joan Norman Passes On 


by Laurel Sutherlin 

The death of Joan Norman, 75, in 
a head-on car collision in southwest 
Oregon on July 23, has sent shock- 
waves through our local community, 
the Biscuit forest defense campaign 
and the thousands of people who 
have been touched by her courageous 
acts of civil disobedience. Joan was a 
lifelong activist and a sweet-hearted 
woman, whose dedication and perse- 
verance spanned generations of resis- 
tance movements. 

Joan was arrested more than 60 times 
in her half-century of political action. 
She rode with the Freedom Riders 
and met Martin Luther King, Jr. at the 
height of the civil rights movement. 
She was arrested while protesting the 
Vietnam War and while supporting 
the Western Shoshone against nucle- 
ar-weapons tests. She was active in 
Northern California's Redwood Sum- 
mer, and she spoke often of her admi- 
ration for Judi Bari. 

In her final months, Joan became 
an icon in the forest defense move- 
ment due to her multiple arrests for 
blocking loggers from entering the 
Fiddler Timber Sale in the Biscuit Fire 
area of Oregon's Siskiyou Mountains 
(see EF!J May-June 2005). 


The image of Joan in her lawn chair, 
blocking loggers on the Green Bridge 
over the Illinois River, has been printed 
nationwide. Joan's second Biscuit arrest 
was just a week later, when she helped 
organize more than 20 other women 
to dress in black and join her on the 
Green Bridge once more. Joan refused 
bail, on the grounds that she was not 
a criminal, and spent two weeks in jail 
protesting the injustice of the system. 

Joan had a contagious resolve and a 
humble nobility that challenged those 
around her to take a stand for what 
they hold most dear. She had the rare 
ability to wear an expression of com- 
passionate conviction that hit people 
in the gut and cut through layers of 
entrenched political opinion. 

Witnessing her quiet defiance in the 
face of law enforcement, few people 
could doubt whose side they were on. 
She personified the dignified heroism 
of those who act selflessly in defense 
of the fundamental values that most 
Americans share, but rarely act on. 

When asked what her message to the 
world was regarding the effort to stop 
the largest logging project in modem 
history, Joan said, "Tell them to get 
some fire in their bellies and come to 
this gate of paradise and help us defend 
it. Tell them to come. I will be here." 


KEE WATCHMAN 
1945-2005 



by Andrea Carmen 

On June 29, in Tucson, Arizona, 
one of the great and gentle warriors 
of our time, Cactus Valley/Red Wil- 
low Springs spokesperson and Din6 
Nation traditional Kee Watchman, 
passed out of this world to begin 
his journey to the home of his an- 
cestors. He had suffered from can- 
cer for some months and had gone 
through several ups and downs, 
but he always maintained his cour- 
age and spirit until the end. 

Kee was a respected, longtime 
member of the Advisory Council 
of the International Indian Treaty 
Council (I1TC). He participated in 
many IITC delegations to the Unit- 
ed Nations Commission on Human 
Rights and the Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations. Of course, 
he was best known and respected 
around the world as one of the tra- 
ditional leaders of the resistance 
against the forced relocation of 
his people and the devastation of 
his homeland by coal mines at Big 
Mountain. Kee's commitment to 
the survival of his nation, the hu- 
man rights of indigenous peoples, 
the protection of our sacred Mother 
Earth and the unity of the human 
family were unshakable. His wis- 
dom and courage, dignity, humil- 
ity and gentle kindness in the face 
of relentless repression and struggle 
were an inspiration to his commu- 
nity and to all of us. 

One of the true great ones has 
passed from our midst, and while 
we are happy that he is free from 
the bonds of his terrible illness, it 
is only natural that we also feel the 
loss and sadness of his passing. 

Andrea Carmen is director of the In- 
ternational Indian Treaty Council. 
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During a demonstration in Abu Dis, a man waves the Palestinian flag beside the Apartheid Wall. 

photo coutesy PENGON/Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign 


by Ethan Ganor 

F rom the Jordan River Valley and Dead Sea Basin, 
through the central highlands comprising the 
West Bank's populated core to the fertile west- 
ern hills bordering Israel, recent reports from 
occupied Palestine reveal a worsening environ- 
mental crisis. A labyrinth of settlements, industrial zones, 
dumps, military camps, fortified roads, electrified fences 
and a massive concrete wall — all of it installed by Israel in 
the West Bank since 1967 and intensified since 2000 — is 
draining the life from this ancient land. 

Destructive actions by settlers and soldiers, waste from 
factories and settlements, land confiscations to expand 
settlements and roads, the plunder of water, the mass 
uprooting or burning of trees, and the snaking, sunset- 
eclipsing structure known to Palestinians as the "Apart- 
heid Wall" are causing the West Bank's once-lush ecology 
to deteriorate. The cumulative impact on the land's hy- 
drology, topsoil, biodiversity, food security and natural 
beauty is severe. No longer recognizable as a "Holy Land" 
bountifully "flowing with milk and honey," as inscribed 
in religious texts and memories, Palestine's environment 
has become a weapon of war, deliberately designed to turn 
its inhabitants' lives into a living hell. 

Israel's much-touted "disengagement" from the Gaza 
Strip, while proof that decolonization is possible, is also a 
smokescreen, distracting attention from the escalation of 
violence in the West Bank. Fully chronicling the current 
devastation in Palestine could fill several volumes; what 
follows is only a few snapshots. 


Poisoning the Land 

In late March, shepherds from Tuwani and Mufakara, 
Palestinian villages near Hebron in the southern West 
Bank, discovered strange, blue pellets littering their graz- 
ing fields. Suspecting these seeds as a possible cause of the 
mysterious deaths of dozens of goats and sheep during 
the previous week, villagers had them analyzed. The tests 
confirmed their hunch: The pellets were barley laced with 
fluoroacetamide, a rodenticide produced only in Israel and 
illegal in many other countries due to its acute toxicity. 

Not just livestock, but also wild gazelles, migratory birds, 
snakes and other animals had been poisoned. Palestinian 
farmers were forced to quarantine their flocks and stop 
selling or using their milk, cheese and meat. On April 8, a 
new poison — pink pellets tainted by brodifacoum, anoth- 
er highly toxic, anti-coagulant rodenticide — was found at 
a hillside grazing area near Tuwani. Later that month, Am- 
nesty International issued a press release condemning Is- 
raeli authorities for failing to clean up the toxic chemicals 
from affected areas and bring the perpetrators to justice. 

Local Palestinians blame Israeli settlers from nearby 
Maon and Havat Maon, two small outposts south of 
Hebron, whose male members are notorious for assault- 
ing Tuwani children as they walk past the settlements to 
school. Solidarity activists videotaped one Maon security 
official admitting that he knew that Havat Maon settlers 
had planted the poisons. 

Despite this admission, no arrests were made, and the 
poisoning has spread. In mid-April, in Yasouf, a Palestin- 
ian village south of Nablus, in the northern West Bank, 
large quantities of wheat seeds boiled in brodifacoum 
were found. 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 

Industrial Pollution and Dumps 

While such poisonings may seem to be isolated at- 
tacks by rogue settlers, other forms of pollution in the 
West Bank are systemic and permanent. The landscape is 
blotched with Israeli factories. Based mainly on hilltops 
at Israeli settlements and border-area industrial zones, the 
factories manufacture products ranging from aluminum, 
plastic and fiberglass to batteries, detergents, pesticides 
and military items. 

Because Israel's own, generally stringent, environmental 
laws regulating industrial processes and waste discharge 
are not enforced inside the Occupied Territories, the West 
Bank has become a sacrifice zone. Many of the factories 
have no environmental safeguards and unleash solid waste 
burned in open air, wastewater that flows into watersheds, 
or hazardous waste dumped and buried at outdoor sites. 
Lands near the foothills of industrial zones are especially 
vulnerable. One of the largest zones, Barqan, near Nab- 
lus, encompasses 80 factories and generates 810,000 cubic 
meters of wastewater per year. The wastewater flows into 
a wadi (a watercourse that is dry except during the rainy 
season) and pollutes the agricultural lands of three Pales- 
tinian villages. 

On July 5, International Solidarity Movement activists 
joined Palestinians to demonstrate against Geshuri Indus- 
tries, an Israeli-owned manufacturer 
of pesticides and fertilizers. Origi- 
nally located in the town Kfar Saba, 
in Israel — until citizens obtained a 
court order shutting it down for pol- 
lution violations — Geshuri moved 
to its current site at the edge of the 
Palestinian town Tulkarem in 1987. 

Pollution from the plant has dam- 
aged citrus trees, tarnished soil and 
groundwater, provoked respiratory 
ailments among neighboring resi- 
dents, and contributed to Tulkarem 
having Palestine's highest cancer 
rates. This Spring, a new wall (which 
annexed vast swaths of agricul- 
tural land) was constructed around 
the complex. Wearing blue surgi- 
cal masks to avoid inhaling factory 
fumes, the protesters held signs and 
painted messages on the wall: "Re- 
move the death factory," "Get your 
poison away from our children" and 
"This is terror!" 

Illegal dumps are another chronic problem. On April 1 1, 
more than 200 people from Anarchists Against the Wall, 
Green Action Israel and the Palestinian village of Deir 
Sharaf blocked Israeli garbage trucks from transporting 
trash onto the grounds of Abu Shusha, the West Bank's 
largest quarry. In 2002, during its "Operation Defensive 
Shield" invasion, the Israeli army seized this site from its 
Palestinian owners. Since then, thousands of tons of waste 
have been moved covertly into the quarry, which is in 
close proximity to four wells and only 250 yards from the 
aquifer that provides Nablus with its drinking water. 


An investigation by the Palestinian Hydrology Group 
confirmed that runoff from the dump "has killed medici- 
nal and wild plants in the valley. It has affected the bio- 
diversity and aesthetics of the area. Most importantly, the 
land is no longer fit to grow olive trees." 

After three years of silence, international outrage final- 
ly erupted in early April, when Israeli journalists exposed 
the scheme. With tacit government approval but no offi- 
cial permit, settlers were churning profits from the dump 
by selling their trash-transport services to Israeli cities. 
Environmental justice scored a rare victory in July, when 
an Israeli court passed an injunction shutting down the 
dump. Yet the reservoir of refuse remains, and dozens of 
other dumps throughout the West Bank remain in opera- 
tion. Nor has a factory above the quarry been shut down, 
and it continues to pump streams of foul-smelling black 
sludge into the olive groves below. 

Sustainable Apartheid? 

While Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's right-wing 
government and extremist Israeli settlers are the imme- 
diate agents of this ecocide, a global system that benefits 
from and sustains the Occupation is also culpable. The US 
supplies the military firepower and diplomatic muscle that 
makes it possible; Caterpillar provides bulldozers that raze 
homes, trees and fields to build the wall; and financial in- 
stitutions like the World Bank bestow 
essential economic lubricants. 

In 2004, the World Bank published 
two reports outlining a sick version 
of "sustainable development" for 
Palestine, which accepts the reality 
of the wall rather than its illegality. 
As the wall carves its path through 
the West Bank, isolating commu- 
nities and annexing cropland, the 
livelihood of tens of thousands of 
Palestinian families is destroyed and 
unemployment becomes endemic. 
In line with Israeli objectives, the 
World Bank proposes to solve this 
artificial problem by establishing 
new "industrial estates" alongside 
the wall, where cheap Palestinian la- 
bor, working for one-fourth Israel's 
minimum wage, will be exploited to 
produce goods for export into the 
globalized economy. 

Already, one such estate is under 
construction in Tulkarem, on Pales- 
tinian land that has been annexed behind the wall. In 
addition, the World Bank has helped Israel raise funds 
to create a more "secure," "efficient" and "growth-orien- 
tated" apartheid: upgraded, high-tech checkpoints and 
prison gates, "smart fences," watchtowers, border cross- 
ings with radioactive "naked spy" machines that look 
through people's clothing, and underground tunnels to 
facilitate full Israeli control over Palestinian travel and 
a continuing monopoly on the land's natural resources. 
Under the apartheid regime, travel between any of the 
West Bank's eight population districts— Jenin, Nablus, 



Protesters lock down to a mock version of the 
Apartheid Wall to block Israeli bulldozers. 
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Israeli soldiers block a group of villagers from approaching a backhoe that is destroying their lands. 


Qalqilia, Tulkarem, Jericho, Ramallah, Bethlehem and 
Hebron — is barred without special permission, and Jeru- 
salem is completely cut off by the wall. Rather than end 
this matrix of segregation and dispossession, the World 
Bank wants Israel to "ease internal closures and restore 
the predictable flow of goods across borders." 

This normalization of apartheid not only shreds the 
basic human rights of Palestinians by confining them to 
ghettos and sweatshops, it also perpetuates the ecological 
devastation of the land. True sustainability can be based 
only upon the July 9, 2004, decision by the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) requiring Israel to tear down the wall. 
The decision mandates the international community "not 
to recognize the illegal situation created by the construc- 
tion of the wall, and not to render any aid or assistance in 
maintaining the situation created by it." 

Grassroots Resistance to the Wall 

With international powers unwilling to enforce the 
ICJ ruling and the United Nations resolutions calling 
for an end to occupation, Palestinian communities are 
mobilizing to defend their lands from annexation and 
destruction. Since September 2002, when Israel began 
building the wall's first ring to enclose the then-wealthy 
agricultural town of Qalqilya, the Palestinian Environ- 
mental Non-Governmental Organizations Network has 
coordinated the Grassroots Anti-Apartheid Wall Cam- 
paign (AAWC). AAWC is rooted in nonviolent direct ac- 
tion, organized by Popular Committees Against the Wall 
in dozens of communities that are directly threatened by 
the wall's path. 

Budrus is a small village of 1,300 people, located 20 
miles west of Ramallah, where two years of fierce resis- 
tance have yielded the first case of a community success- 
fully blocking erection of the wall on its land. Mass rallies 
united the whole town, as everyone from toddlers to el- 
ders converged in targeted fields and olive groves, swarm- 
ing construction crews with peaceful discipline and raising 
enough ruckus to prompt Israel's Supreme Court to alter 
the wall's route. In March, after Israeli forces stormed a lo- 
cal wedding, opened fire and arrested a teenager, villagers 
spontaneously tore down 1 ,000 feet of a barbed-wire fence 
erected in lieu of the wall. Yet the cost has been high: Six 


village residents have been killed and hundreds wounded 
by army retaliation against the nonviolent struggle. 

Current resistance is most active in Bil'in, a village of 1,600 
also near Ramallah, where almost-daily demonstrations since 
February have opposed Israeli plans to annex 60 percent of 
the community's 1,000 acres via the wall. With support from 
international and Israeli solidarity activists, villagers have 
been employing Earth Firstl-style tactics. On May 4, protest- 
ers chained themselves to olive trees to obstmct the razing of 
an orchard situated in the wall's path. On June 1, they locked 
themselves into a mock wall in front of bulldozers, forcing 
soldiers to symbolically dismantle the wall before they could 
remove the activists. These actions and other creative visual 
stunts have generated extensive media attention but also a 
brutal military crackdown. Tear gas, rubber-coated metal bul- 
lets, shock grenades and a new device called "the Scream" — a 
huge loudspeaker that emits painful sound waves — are com- 
monly used to disperse the demonstrators, who have not yet 
halted the wall's construction. 

About one-third of the planned 420-mile wall is finished; 
80 percent of it penetrates into the West Bank. Construc- 
tion is occurring now in the Jerusalem, Bethlehem and He- 
bron regions, as well as around the Ariel bloc of settlements 
deep inside the northern West Bank. If completed there and 
along the Jordan Valley, the wall stands to annex around 46 
percent of the West Bank. More than 400,000 olive trees, 
which comprise 40 percent of Palestine's cultivated land 
and are the staple crop of rural communities, are estimated 
to have been uprooted during the last five years. 

This Fall promises to be another season of intense grass- 
roots resistance. Palestine's annual olive harvest peaks in 
October and November, and international activists will 
once again be present to challenge Israeli settler and army 
actions that deny Palestinians access to their land and the 
right to harvest their crops. 

For more information, visit www.palsolidarity.org; www. 
stopthewall.org. 

Ethan is an anti-Zionist, eco-anarchist few, a graduate 
from the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies in Israel 
and the founder of the Trees Not Walls Network. He owes a 
debt to forests for providing refuge to his grandfather for two 
years in Eastern Europe during the Holocaust. Contact him at 
treesnotwalls@riseup.net. 
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Dog of the Dead 

By replacing a dog's blood with ice-cold salt water, then 
putting back the blood and giving the pup an electric 
shock, researchers were able to bring the animal back to 
life three hours after its clinical death — with no apparent 
damage or injury. 

The successful experiment — the culmination of years 
of research at Pittsburgh's Safar Center for Resuscitation 
Research— was announced in June. 

Researchers claim that their findings will allow doc- 
tors to treat people suffering from severe blood loss, such 
as from gunshot or battlefield wounds. Plans to test the 
zombification on humans are expected to commence 
within a year. 

Profane Parrot Provokes Politicians, Priests 
and Police 

A macaw named Barney was banned from public areas of 
a British animal sanctuary in July, after swearing at cops, 
priests and politicians. The five-year-old parrot told two 
policemen: "Fuck off, you two wankers." He also swore at a 
mayoress and a priest, telling them to "fuck off as well." 

Workers at the Warwickshire Animal Sanctuary suspect 
that Barney picked up the phrases either from television 
or from his previous owner. 

Guess Who's Coming to Dinner? 

This Summer, a bear in western Croatia learned an easy 
trick to get humans to open up their houses: Just knock! 
The Loknar family of Gerovo said that after they opened 
the door, the 500-pound bear walked right in and raided 
their kitchen. The bear has knocked twice more, but the 
family has not fallen for his 
trick again. 

"The bear is so intelli- 
gent, it's incredible," said 
Nevenka Loknar. "We’ve 
tried to put up lots of obsta- 
cles to stop him coming in, 
like a wire fence, but he still 
gets through. I wouldn't be surprised if 
he knew how to use wire cutters." 

Europeans Insulate Glaciers 

Ski resorts throughout the Alps 
are fighting against global warm- 
ing, which is causing hundreds 
of glaciers throughout the region 
to recede at an alarming rate. In 
response, resorts in both Swit- 
zerland and Austria are spending 
tens of thousands of dollars to put 
giant blankets over the ice dur- 
ing the Summer, in hopes of 
slowing the melting. 


The thermal blankets have been used before, but never on 
such a large scale. Forty acres were covered in one region 
of Austria this year, while a Swiss resort wrapped more 
than two square miles of ice. 

Wilfried Haeberli, a professor at the University of Zur- 
ich, says this technique "may be useful very locally, but 
it would be totally unfeasible — economically and ecologi- 
cally — to cover completely even a small glacier." 

Lions Rescue Kidnapped Girl 

In Ethiopia this past June, three lions watched over a 
young girl after chasing away a group of men who had 
kidnapped and abused her. The men had abducted the 12- 
year-old one week earlier in an attempt to force her into 
marriage — yet the lions intervened and scared them away. 

The lions watched over the girl for several hours, until 
police and her relatives found her, and then the cats sim- 
ply walked off into the forest. 

Beavers Take Over South American Island 

Rapidly reproducing beavers are taking over Tierra del 
Fuego, an island at the southern tip of South America. 
Introduced into the area 60 years ago, the rodents have 
proliferated given the lack of predators and the nominal 
demand for their pelts. The beaver population is estimated 
to be growing by 20 percent each year. 

Environmental officials fear that once the beavers run 
out of room, they may attempt to cross the Strait of Ma- 
gellan and begin taking over the mainland. 

Logger Manuel Berbel expects that one day only the bea- 
ver will be left: "I want to tell people in other countries, 
who say what a cute animal the beaver is, to think before 

introducing it. Its only natu- 
ral predator is the bear. So 
they should have brought 
a bear, too." 

Simian Suspension 
Bridge Built in Japan 

In May, the city of Kurobe 
completed Japan's first publicly funded 
suspension bridge designed exclu- 
sively for monkeys. The project was 
undertaken in order to provide the 
macaques with access to their tra- 
ditional feeding grounds, which 
were made inaccessible by the 
construction of the Unazuki Dam 
in 2001. With no other alternative, 
the monkeys have spent the last 
four years raiding farms and steal- 
ing crops for sustenance. 

"It's a battle of wits between hu- 
mans and monkeys," one resident 
told a reporter. 
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California Activists Fight 
Government Harassment 


Grand Jury or Grand Inquisition? 


BY KELAH BOTT 

Activists from the Earth and animal liberation move- 
ments are no strangers to overzealous prosecutors or FBI 
witch hunts, yet in recent months the feds seem to have 
redoubled their efforts to harass and intimidate activists. 
Two separate federal grand juries — one in San Francisco 
and one in San Diego — have been impaneled to investi- 
gate our communities. At least 11 people in San Francisco 
and nine in San Diego have been subpoenaed so far. For- 
tunately, both communities have shown a willingness to 
resist these inquisitions. 

Grand juries — citizen panels that hear evidence and 
decide whether to charge someone with a crime — have 
historically been used to disrupt social justice movements 
and suppress dissent. They are secret proceedings, and tar- 
geted movements often learn of them only after activists 
have been subpoenaed to testify. 

Both of these grand juries are supposedly investigat- 
ing incidents that occurred more than two years ago. The 
San Francisco grand jury claims to be looking into the 
harboring of Daniel Andreas San Diego, who is wanted 
in connection with two Fall 2003 bombings at Bay Area 
biotechnology firms (see EF!J November-December 2003). 
The subpoenas came just after the FBI, Department of 
Homeland Security, local police and even the Coast Guard 
raided the homes of several area activists as part of an on- 
going pattern of harassment. 

The San Diego grand jury claims to be seeking infor- 
mation relating to an Earth Liberation Front arson that 
destroyed a new housing development in August 2003, 
but it seems much more interested in finding out who at- 
tended a speech given by Rod Coronado later that day 
(see EF!J September-October 2003). US prosecutors hope 
to charge Coronado under a post-9/ 11 law that makes it 
illegal to teach anyone how to make "destructive devices" 
intended for "violent" crimes. 

Legally, grand juries don't have to confine investigations 
to their stated aims. This gives prosecutors great power to 
conduct fishing expeditions into the targeted community. 

For this reason, there is no other option but to take a 
stance of non-cooperation with a grand jury. Thus far, all of 
the activists known to have been subpoenaed in San Fran- 
cisco have stood firm. Two appeared before the grand jury, 
asserted their Fifth Amendment right to remain silent and 
were excused. The remaining individuals have filed motions 
to quash the subpoenas. If the motions fail, and the activ- 
ists are forced to appear, they will also refuse to testify. 

"The only chance we have of stopping this vicious cy- 
cle of harassment is to [form] a united front against these 
state-sponsored witch hunts," said Nadia Winstead, one 


of the activists sub- 
poenaed. "I will not 
be intimidated, and 
I refuse to cooper- 
ate with any efforts 
to divide our com- 
munity or destroy 
our movement." 

Three San Diego 
activists, David Agranoff, Danae Kelley and Nicole Fink, have 
also taken the path of resistance. Citing their First Amend- 
ment right to free association, they all have appeared be- 
fore the grand jury but refused to answer any questions. 
The judge has jailed Agranoff and Kelley for civil contempt 
(an attempt to coerce them into testifying), and as of this 
writing they remain in jail. 

Unfortunately, not everyone in San Diego has held 
strong. One activist originally stated that he would not co- 
operate, but when faced with the real possibility of going 
to jail, he caved and answered several questions. His ra- 
tionale was that he only answered "safe" questions. What 
he may not realize is that there is no such thing as a safe 
question or answer. 

"It is impossible to know what the government is in- 
tending with each question," says Mark Vermeulen, a Na- 
tional Lawyers Guild attorney. "It's really dangerous for 
somebody to try to choose between innocuous questions 
and more important questions." 

In addition to inadvertently revealing something that 
may prove harmful, those who testify once may open them- 
selves up to future visits from federal authorities. Once you 
have shown yourself willing to cooperate, even a little, you 
can be sure that they will be coming back for more. 

It is important to learn from the missteps of others 
and prepare one's community. Grand juries can happen 
anywhere; no one chooses to be subpoenaed. Each of us 
must take responsibility for educating ourselves and those 
around us. Know your rights — in particular, your right to 
remain silent — and internalize them. It is also just as im- 
portant to support the people in your community who 
have been served with subpoenas. 

Above all, remember that the state doesn't win when 
it puts one or even 10 of us in jail for standing strong; it 
wins when we are too scared to speak out and resist. 

For more information, contact the Just Cause Law Col- 
lective, 405 14th St, Ste 1012, Oakland, CA 94612; (510) 
652-9937; www.lawcollective.org; www.fbiwitchhunt.com. 
Also read Beat the Heat: How to Handle Encounters with Law 
Enforcement by Katya Komisaruk. 

Kelah Bott is an activist, independent writer and spokesper- 
son for activists facing grand jury subpoenas in San Francisco. 
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Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary 
according to individual prisons. Before send- 
ing monetary donations, stamps, books or 
packages, ask prisoners what the regulations 
are. Assume that the authorities read every- 
thing that you write to a prisoner. Although 
many prisoners are listed together, they must 
be written to separately and their addresses 
must appear exactly as printed here. The 
following list is a small sample of the total 
number of political prisoners and prisoner 
support groups worldwide. The EF! Journal 
offers discounted subscriptions for prisoners. 
Please contact us for more information. 

Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, North Fra- 
ser Pretrial Centre, 1451 Kingsway Ave, 
Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 1S2, Canada. 
In July, a Canadian judge ordered that 
Arrow be extradited to the US to stand 
trial for alleged involvement in the ar- 
son of logging trucks and an Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELF) arson of vehicles 
owned by a sand and gravel company. 
Arrow is appealing this ruling. For more 
information, visit www.treanow.org. 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky was released 
on August 5, after serving four years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl was worse than 
the Belarus government reported. 

•Paul Le Boutillier was released on July 
11, after serving more than a year for 
making phone calls to animal abusers. 

•Pedro Cayques Millaqueo, a delegate of 
the Mapuche Nation, was prevented from 
attending the Second International Indig- 
enous Youth Conference in Canada when 
he was arrested in Chile and sentenced to 
40 days for failure to pay a two-year-old 
fine arising from a territorial dispute. 

•Angela Cesario and Jeremy Rosen- 
bloom have been removed from the 
Journal for snitching against Tre Arrow. 


•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck®, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 26030, 
Beaumont, Texas, North America. Serv- 
ing 80 years for aggravated assault on 
federal agents, escape and bank robbery. 
Chubbuck tunneled money that he stole 
from banks to the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army in Chiapas, Mexico. He 
has been moved to the above address. 

• William Frediani, a member of the 
eco-anarchist group II Silvestre accused 
of promoting sabotage and participating 
in direct action, has been transferred to 
house arrest. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP Cook- 
ham Wood, Rochester, Kent ME1 3LU, 
England. Serving 6.5 years for conspira- 
cy to cause criminal damage to vehicles 
owned by people linked to Huntingdon 
Life Sciences (HLS). She has been moved 
to the above address. 

•Keith Mann, KJ9365, HMP Guys 
Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 OAH, Eng- 
land. In April, Mann received a non-custo- 
dial sentence for liberating 695 mice from 
Wickham Laboratories in Hampshire. In 
response to an appeal by the prosecution, 
he was re-sentenced in July to one year 
imprisonment, to be served after his six- 
month sentence for threatening the lab's 
director in court. Mann has been moved 
to the above address. 

•Stephen Marshall, #68511-065, Fed- 
eral Detention Center, POB 5000, Sheri- 
dan, OR 97378, USA. Awaiting trial for 
allegedly planning to destroy equip- 
ment at a quarry. He has been moved to 
the above address. 

•Brendan Philbin McGrath, Vincent 
McGrath, Philip McGrath, Willie Cor- 
duff and Micheal 6 Seighin, Cloverhill 
Prison, Dublin 22, Ireland. Jailed in July 
for violating an injunction by blockad- 
ing Shell Oil from building a natural-gas 
pipeline across their land. 


•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Terre Haute, US Penitentiary, 4700 Bu- 
reau Rd South, Terre Haute, IN 47802, 
USA. Peltier, an American Indian Move- 
ment activist, is serving life in prison 
after being framed for the deaths of two 
FBI agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. He has been moved to the 
above address. For more information, 
visit www.leonardpeltier.org. 

•Harjit Singh Gill, #148118-097, 111 
Taylor St, San Francisco, CA 94102, USA. 
Serving six months in a halfway house 
for lying to a grand jury that was inves- 
tigating two Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) arsons of McDonald's. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving 
three years for a series of ELF actions 
against McDonald's, Burger King, urban 
sprawl, the construction industry and 
an SUV dealership. He has been moved 
to the above address. 

•Peter Young, #223341, Dane Coun- 
ty Jail, 115 West Doty St, Madison, WI 
53703, USA. Awaiting trial for the alleged 
release of mink from fur farms. In July, 
prosecutors were forced to drop four of 
Young's charges when they realized that 
his alleged actions were not "extortion" 
as defined by a 2003 Supreme Court de- 
cision. Young is still charged with two 
counts under the Animal Enterprise Ter- 
rorism Act. For more information, visit 
www. support peter, com . 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Felipe Arreaga Sanchez, Carcel Pre- 
ventiva de Zihuatenejo, Calle Paseo 
de la Deportiva s/n, Col. Deportiva, 
Zihuatenejo, Go. CP 40880, Mexico. 
Awaiting trial on false charges of ho- 
micide, as retaliation for his environ- 
mental organizing. Arreaga reads only 
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Spanish, but letters in English, Span- 
ish or German may be sent to him via 
econoticias@sosbahia.org. 

•Amanda Cerezo Garcia, CP Alicante 
II, Ctra. N-330, km 66, 03400, Villena, 
Spain. Awaiting trial for allegedly burn- 
ing a road-construction vehicle. She is 
also accused of sending a letter bomb to 
a neo-Nazi politician. 

•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo- 
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a 
road blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Francesco Gioia, Modulo VII, Ctra. 
Comarcal 611, km 37.6, 28770 Soto 
del Real, Madrid, Spain. II Silvestre de- 
fendant awaiting extradition to Italy to 
stand trial for allegedly participating in 
direct action, promoting sabotage and 
escaping house arrest. 

•Charles Arthur Jordan IV, #68163- 
065, Federal Prison Camp, POB 6000, 
Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Awaiting trial 
for allegedly planning to destroy equip- 
ment at a quarry. 

•Ryan Lewis, #4101338 8W312, Sac- 
ramento County Main Jail, 651 I St, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting 
trial for alleged involvement in ELF ar- 
sons against urban sprawl. 

•Christopher "Dirt" McIntosh, #30512- 
013, FDC Seatac, Federal Detention 
Center, POB 13900, Seattle, WA 98198, 
USA. Awaiting trial for alleged involve- 
ment in a joint ALF/ELF arson against a 
McDonald's. For more information, visit 
www.supportchris.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Rye 
Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 8AN, 
England. Serving 10 years for attacking 
the managing director of HLS, liberating 
600 guinea pigs and planting incendiary 
devices under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, Feder- 
al Prison Camp, POB 6000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving 14 months for an 
ALF arson on an animal testing facility. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility powerlines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently. He 
can also read some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, Cl 
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Iruftez Pam- 
plona, Navarra, Spain. Serving nearly five 
years for sabotaging machinery at the 
controversial Itoiz dam construction site. 


•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight months 
for arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving eight 
years and 10 months for violating her 
parole by dumping a cup of red paint 
over the security apparatus of a federal 
court and making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destruction. In March 
2004, Woodson completed 20 years for 
disarming a Minuteman II missile silo 
with a jackhammer, mailing warning let- 
ters to officials with bullets inside, rob- 
bing a bank and burning the money. 

Lecce 5 

The Lecce 5 are awaiting trial, accused of 
damaging gas pumps in opposition to the 
war on Iraq, targeting Benetton in support 
of the Mapuche and damaging an ATM at a 
bank with links to an immigrant-detention 
facility. No address is available for Cristian 
Paladini, who is under house arrest. 

•Annalisa Capone, via Verga, 2 CAP 
73100, Lecce, Italy. Under house arrest. 

•Marina Ferrari, via XXI aprile, 29 
CAP 73042, Casarano (LE), Italy. Under 
house arrest. 

•Saverio Pellegrino, Casa circondar- 
iale, Via Lecce, 85025 Melfi, Italy. 

•Salvatore Signore, Casa circondaria- 
le, Via Provinciale, 84131 Fuorni (Saler- 
no), Italy. 

Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo Pen- 
itenciario El Manzano Concepcion — Di- 
rection, Camino a Penco N° 450 Casilla 
70, Chile. Mapuche leader serving five 
years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Carlos 
Huenulao Tricauko, Florentio Jaime Mar- 
ileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo Saravia, 
Jose Nain Curamil and Patricia Troncoso 
Robles, Centro Detention Penitentiaria 
Pedro Aguirre — Cerda N° 80 y Los Con- 
fines s/n°, Angol, IX Region, Chile. Huen- 
chullan and Huenulao are awaiting trial, 
accused of "terrorist arson." Troconso 
and the Marileos are serving 10 years for 
"terrorist arson." Nain, a Mapuche leader, 
is serving five years for arson. 


MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco-revo- 
lutionary group, were framed for the mur- 
der of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 19426- 
0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Robert "Rob los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville Hwy, 
Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a seven- 
year mandatory minimum sentence for 
throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim 
the Streets action in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, MO 
63382-0300, USA. Before she was given a 
life sentence in the early 1990s for shoot- 
ing a stalker in self defense, Thompson 
was active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Actions taken during a May 2003 celebra- 
tion of the end of US military maneuvers on 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, led to the conviction 
of several activists for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, Fed- 
eral Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC 
29824-0725, USA. Serving five years. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, Federal 
Correctional Complex, US Penitentiary, 
POB 1033, Coleman, FL 33521-1033, USA. 
Serving two years and nine months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, Eugene, 
OR 97440, USA; www.freefreenow.org. 
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He's Working on 


Lawyer 

Your Side! 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

The International Whaling Commission (IWC) met recently 
and nearly decided to allow Japan to double its current whal- 
ing, as an exception to the ban that has been in effect for a 
generation. I know Japan still hunts whales despite the ban, 
but I thought the IWC wanted to eliminate this exception, not 
expand it! How could this happen? 

— Whale Watcher 

Dear Whale Watcher, 

Countries comprising the IWC passed a worldwide mor- 
atorium on commercial whaling that took effect in 1986. 
Japan has continued whaling 
during this time, claiming that 
its reduced whaling fits under 
the scientific research excep- 
tion to the moratorium. 

When conducting scientific 
population studies, as Japan 
claims it is doing, submitting 
papers from a study to outside 
scientists for peer review is a 
necessary step in the scientific 
process. Japan, however, has 
never submitted its "data" to 
outside scientists. Shockingly, 

Japan hasn't even submitted 
any data to the IWC! Again 
and again, the IWC has con- 
cluded that Japan's whaling is 
not Scientifically valid and has 
urged Japan to stop its ruse. 

The IWC, however, is an ex- 
panding group of nations, all 
of which hold the same voting power regardless of their 
size. Any nation is welcome to join the IWC, whether it 
has a connection with whaling or not. In recent years, 
Japan has bribed small, poor nations such as Tuvalu 
and Cameroon to join the IWC and vote to eliminate 
the whaling moratorium. Right now, 66 nations are IWC 
members, including four that joined just days before the 
June annual meeting in Ulsan, South Korea, so that they 
could support Japan and receive "aid" in exchange. 

Japan's insistence on whaling — when its own popula- 
tion doesn't seem to care much for it — sickens me. The 
Japanese government builds and subsidizes the whaling 
ships, and it spent five million dollars last year promoting 
whaling. Japan even gave whale meat to schoolchildren 
in the hope that they would develop a taste for it. Yet the 
Japanese appetite for this distasteful flesh has withered to 


the point where one-fifth of last year's catch was frozen 
pre-market to keep the price from sinking further than 
the 25 percent drop it experienced that year alone. Whale 
meat sales do continue (mainly to older Japanese), even 
though whale meat these days is laced with toxic materi- 
als such as PCBs and heavy metals. People close to this 
issue believe that the primary threat to whales right now 
is water pollution, not whaling. 

Japan reports that it kills 440 minke whales every De- 
cember through April in Antarctic waters. Japan claims 
that this slaughter is necessary for "research," but the 
citizens of the world aren't buying it. The IWC, time 
and again, has urged Japan to stop its illegal whaling in 
the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary off the coast of 

Antarctica, but Japan has ig- 
nored all of these demands. 
Now, with more nations on 
its side than ever before, Ja- 
pan has announced that no 
matter what the IWC says, 
it will more than double its 
whaling in Antarctic waters 
to 935 minke, 50 hump- 
back and 50 fin whales 
(meanwhile, Iceland has an- 
nounced that it will kill 39 
minke whales, also for "sci- 
entific" purposes). There are 
believed to be only 2,000 
humpback whales surviving 
in the Southern Ocean. 

As further proof that our 
priorities are screwed up, no 
country is willing to donate 
any part of its armed forces 
to protect minke whales, the 
endangered Patagonian toothfish or other threatened 
Antarctic marine life. This is where the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society comes in. Sea Shepherd's flagship, 
the Farley Mowat, went to Antarctica to protect minke 
whales from the Japanese whaling fleet in 2002 and 2003, 
and it is planning to return in 2006. Sea Shepherd is de- 
termined to stand between the whalers and the whales, 
and do what it takes to disrupt Japan's whaling in the 
Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary. You can join the Sea 
Shepherd crew, send some money or help in some other 
way by visiting www.seashepherd.org. Do it today — the 
whales need you! 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o 
Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste 500, Port- 
land, OR 97204; quixote516@yahoo.com. Please write "Dear 
EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 



A minke whale is butchered for sale in Ulsan, South Korea. 
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Fighting a Losing Battle 



Scenes from the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising 

In 1943, Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto, 
Poland, decided that they would rather die 
fighting than board the trains to the Nazi 
death camps. 

Top left to right: A Jewish Fighting Organi- 
zation sniper takes aim; two photos of resis- 
tance fighters captured by Nazi soldiers; the 
Warsaw Ghetto bums as SS men look on. 


photos courtesy (clockwise from bottom left) Yad Vashem, 
Jewish Virtual Library, Yad Vashem, Wiener Library 


by Jeff "Free" Luers 

Back in 1998, when a friend and I started the Fall Creek 
treesit, we sat alone in that forest — no ground-support, 
no other treesits; just us. We watched from our perch 
high in the canopy as Grandmother and Grandfather 
trees were felled to build the road. I remember spilling 
the coffee that I was brewing on our little stove. My 
friend, the most mean and cynical man that I've ever 
known, said the first and only kind words I've ever heard 
escape his lips: 

"Some will fall so that others may be saved." 

The tears streamed down my face in silent protest of 
what I was witnessing. Below, the loggers jeered and 
laughed. I donned my climbing gear and my knife. I 
was going to the ground, and, one way or another, this 
was gonna end. 

My friend stopped me. I don't even remember what he 
said. But I remember sitting there in spilled coffee, tears 
in my eyes. It was the most powerless and helpless that 
I've ever felt. 

I think back to that time now because I am feeling very 
similar. I'm sitting trapped in a cell, watching the world go 
to shit, and I can't do a damn thing about it. 

A couple of articles caught my eye the other day. One 
was about fish farming and the necessity of domesticat- 
ing the ocean. The author, a scientist, went on to say that 
we have accepted the domestication of the land, and now 
we must accept the domestication of the ocean; the days 
of wildness are over. The other article was about global 
warming. It said that it is too late — not enough has been 


done, not enough will be done; all we can do is prepare 
for the consequences. 

A friend sent me photos of the recent protests in Scot- 
land: the army helicopters flying over, dropping off 
troops, protecting the rich — the elite — the only humans 
who matter. I was amazed (but not surprised) that people 
are still shocked by this (I guess they don’t remember the 
US soldiers with M-60s at last year's G8 meetings). 

Back in the States, the USA PATRIOT Act has been re- 
newed. Bush just took away all of the wilderness designa- 
tions that environmental reformists fought so hard to get. 
US courts have ruled that it is legal for developers to de- 
molish homes to build shopping malls. And our prisons are 
filling with radical activists and would-be revolutionaries. 

What can I do? My words cannot galvanize the masses. I 
can't make people fight back. I am lost. I could write a guer- 
rilla manifesto on how to fight a successful revolution in 
the US, opening myself up to more consequences, maybe 
even more prison time. But would anyone act? Would any- 
one organize? Would any non-militants offer aid; offer to 
help put society back together? Would anyone open them- 
selves up to the risk? Would you? 

I think that I can answer all of those questions: No. In- 
action is the price of privilege. Hypocrisy is the cost of 
comfort. It is impossible to inspire by inciting feelings of 
guilt. I know this, but it is also impossible to inspire when 
I believe it is a lost cause. 

Even when I take into consideration the many brave cells 
out there fighting, and I know why they fight — in the depths 
of my spirit, I know and I understand — I still believe that 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
we have lost. Those are the three words 
that no one wants to hear. The words 
that I am loathe to write. But maybe 
hearing them will slap you back to real- 
ity. This isn’t a game. It sure as hell ain't 
a fucking fairy tale with a guaranteed 
happy ending. 

The resistance is up to you. You 
can organize — really organize bring- 
ing people together. You can teach — 
not just your friends, but strangers. 
You can propagate the resistance 
with graffiti, stencils and flyers. You 
can create alternatives by squatting, 
guerrilla gardening, and creating and 
using alternative energies. You can 
become a militant — a smart one, who 
learns how to cause the most damage 
and get away. 

But what you can't do is sit on your 
ass and flap your gums about how 
messed up things are. Because if you 
know how bad it is and you do noth- 
ing, you are the reason that we lost. 
And you insult and betray everyone 
who has fought back. You spit in the 
face of those who have given their 
lives or lost their freedom demanding 
something better. 

If our international movement can- 
not mount an offensive that is more 
than just a spectacle, then we deserve 
our fate. And I deserve 22 years for be- 
ing foolish enough to believe that we 
had a chance. 

There are many who will continue 
to fight against all odds. Because for 
us, it is personal. If nothing else, we 
will go down fighting. That's a lot 
to ask of someone — asking them to 
fight a losing battle. But I'm asking 
it of you. If we are going down, let's 
go down swinging. Let's make it the 
toughest, hardest-fought battle that 
this system has ever faced. And if we 
lose, at least we will have made them 
earn it; at least we won't have just 
handed them the world. At least we 
will have made a stand. 

There is no shame in losing a fight — 
if you fight. That's the only thing I ex- 
pect of any human being: When they 
are pushed against a wall, they fight 
back. I expect that of you. 

Jeff "Free" Luers is serving a more than 
22-year prison sentence for burning three 
SUVs at a car dealership in Eugene, Or- 
egon, in June 2000. Write to him at Jef- 
frey Luers, # 13797671 , OSP, 2605 State 
St, Salem, OR 97310. 


Raise A Ruckus for 
Rob los Ricos! 

November 11-13 



Rob los Ricos, aka Rob 
Thaxton, is a Tejano-Chi- 
cano, anarchist political 
prisoner currently serving 
88 months (more than 
seven years) for throwing 
a rock at a cop during the 
June 18, 1999, Reclaim 
the Streets celebration- 
turned-police-riot in Eu- 
gene, Oregon. 

Rob is due to be released 
in late June. His support- 
ers are asking people across 
the country and the world 
to make November 11-13 
a weekend to support Rob, 
to celebrate and to raise 
much-needed funds. 

Rob has spent more than six years 
in prison, and he's coming back to 
no resources. When you're paroled 
in Oregon, they open up the gates 
and let you out with nothing — not 
even a change of clothes to replace 
your prison uniform. Rob needs you 
to let him know that he is not for- 
gotten and that the principles he 
went to prison for are still alive. 

November 11 is the anniversary 
of the day that four anarchists — the 
Haymarket martyrs — were hung in 
Chicago in 1887, despite their ob- 
vious innocence and the interna- 
tional outcry for their release. Rob 
wants to reclaim this as an anarchist 
festival day, and you can help make 
it happen! 

Plan an event for Rob to let him 
know that he's not forgotten and 
to help raise money for when he is 
released from prison. Not just punk 
shows, but poetry readings, dance 
parties, karaoke nights, quiz nights, 
keggers, dinner parties and rum- 
mage sales. Let your mind go free! 
Rob is a whimsical guy, and his sup- 
porters are asking folks to do some- 
thing political, revolutionary and, 
for cripe's sake, fun! 


So, to recap, here are ways you 
can help: 

•Plan a kickass event for Novem- 
ber 11-13, or get involved in an 
event already happening in your 
area. Rob's support group wants 
to create a list and publicize all 
events, so please contact them and 
let them know if you're planning 
something! 

•Send a donation to Rob. It 
doesn't matter how much; any- 
thing is better than nothing. Do- 
nations should be sent to Rob los 
Ricos, POB 83904, Portland, OR 
97283-0904. Checks and money 
orders should be made out to "Rob 
los Ricos" or "Robert Thaxton." 

You can also donate online at 
www.paypal.com, using the email 
address roblosricos@earthlink.net. 

•Read Rob's writings; his pam- 
phlet, Manufacturing Dissent, is avail- 
able on his website. 

•Spread the word! 

•Send letters of support to Robert 
Thaxton, #12112716, MCCF, 4005 
Aumsville Hwy, Salem, OR 97301. 
All mail must have a return address, 
including a full name of some sort. 

For more information, contact 
rob@defenestrator.org. 
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md Wiup £ver 
at the- 25 th- Anniversary 


by Asante Riverwind 

Returning to the Pacific Northwest 
after more than two years amidst the 
Arizona desert, I found the 25th anni- 
versary Round River Rendezvous (RRR) 
to be more than just another gather- 
ing of the "EF! Tribe" — for me, it was a 
wonderful homecoming. A few North- 
west friends, perhaps lamenting incre- 
mental lethargy over the long years 
of activism, had billed this RRR as po- 
tentially EFl's last, speculating that we 
should all "go out with a bang" rather 
than just fade away. I pondered this, as 
I drove along the ridges of the slum- 
bering volcano known to indigenous 
peoples as Wy'East, and to most folks 
today as Mt. Hood. 

The RRR site was set alongside a 
small, picturesque lake surrounded by 
moist, dense forest, complete with a 
mountain slope of rocky scree descend- 
ing to the water's edge. The day that 
I arrived was apparently the only re- 
prieve from incessant rain, and I spent 
it wandering amidst the camps, visiting 
friends, swimming in the cool waters 
and basking in the warm sun. The next 
day, the rains resumed, sending those 
prepared for the northwet weather into 
their rain gear, and everyone not-so- 
foresighted into soggy shivers. 

The usual flood of workshops filled 
the board, and most of these actually 
happened in some form, though usually 
on RRR time rather than the city-clock 
times penned naively into somewhat 
hopeful schedules. Topics included: 
challenging genetic engineering; creat- 
ing community, sustainability and an 
enduring activist culture/movement; 
surviving, healing and addressing pa- 
triarchy; multi-cultural activism and 
anti-racism organizing; international 
alliances and movement building; 
"Stealing Jesus"; and more. Workshops 
on climbing and blockades were also 
well-attended throughout the week. 

Many of us “old-timers" enjoyed a 
night of sharing past action stories with 
the gathering — filled with foibles, near 
misses, comical escapes, dramatic esca- 
pades, wannabe infiltrators, inspiration 


hold an end-of-the-RRR action, with 
a double treesit suspending a banner 
across a highway, serving notice to 
the sawdust-sogged US Forest Service 
that its litany of ecological destruc- 
tion will never be tolerated. 

Far from the prophesied fizzling out, 
the RRR was richly alive with the vi- 
sions, commitments and inspirations 
of many old and new, diverse yet kin- 
dred activists whose laughter and pas- 
sions filled the event, helping to fuel 
the movement for the dances of the 
coming year. While individuals may 
fade, fizzle, flash, bang, spontaneously 
combust, endure or emerge renewed 
and wild as ever, the movement for 
the Earth's wild places and creatures 
continues strong and free, far more 
powerful than agents of repression, 
corporate fools or transient burnout. 
The recent RRR serves to remind us 
all that wild nature — including the 
nature within our own hearts — truly 
"bats last." 

Asante Riverwind is a longtime activ- 
ist/artist working with Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project and the Chiricahua- 
Dragoon Conservation Alliance. 

Katuah Wants to Hear from You! 

by the Katuah RRR Committee 

We of the Katuah bioregion have agreed to host the Round River Ren- 
dezvous (RRR) next Summer, and we have already begun forming our RRR 
committee in order to make it as effective as we can. 

Historically, our national Earth First! gatherings have been effective tools for 
recruitment, education and outreach. That said, we would like to make this an 
opportunity to maximize the RRR experience for all of the participants. 

To do so, we are compiling a list of problems with past RRRs, as well as the 
good stuff. A few bad things we have noticed are: poor retention of new ac- 
tivists, social barriers between old and new EF!ers, dangerous climbing tech- 
niques and inadequate recruitment materials. Some of the positive stuff that 
we have identified: great parties, good music and decent post-RRR actions. 

We would like to open up the planning process to more people in the 
movement. If you have identified past problems with RRRs or have ideas 
for improving them, please email us at katuah@riseup.net. Please keep 
your comments concise, and if you can offer potential solutions, so much 
the better. Any evaluations that have happened after past RRRs would also 
be appreciated. 

You will hear more later, but rest assured that Katuah EF! is on the job and 
at work on the 2006 RRR! 


and laughter. The Warrior Poets Soci- 
ety's "Night to Howl" and EF! variety 
show were filled with many wild voices 
gifting poetry, prose and song long into 
the night, reverberating outward from 
the fire circle through the darkened 
forest's silent, watching trees. 

While Wy'East did not end the 
RRR with the prophesied "big bang," 
a few dozen folks joined together to 
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Buffalo Field Campaign Roadshow 

August 27-September 20 • West Coast 

September 29-October 26 • East Coast 

This Fall, representatives of the Buffalo Field Campaign 
(BFC) will embark on their annual, bicoastal roadshow to 
gain support for their work protecting the continent's last 
wild buffalo. 

From late August through mid-September, Mike Mease, 
BFC's co-founder and campaign coordinator, and Josh 
Osher, BFC's research and policy coordinator, will travel 
the West Coast, giving presentations in communities 
from Los Angeles to Eugene. Events are scheduled to in- 
clude benefits in the San Francisco Bay Area with activ- 
ist/speaker Julia Butterfly Hill (September 7) and Native 
American musician/activist John Trudell (September 9). 

Dan Brister, BFC's project director, and Stephany Seay, 
BFC's media coordinator, will take to the road in late Sep- 
tember and spend the following month traveling from 
North Carolina to Vermont. BFC still has open dates for 
the East Coast roadshow, and thus encourages you to 
help organize an event in your community! 

For more information, contact BFC, POB 957, West Yellow- 
stone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; bfc-media@wildrockies.org; 
www.buffalofieldcampaign.org. 

World Carfree Day 

September 22 

Every year, people all over the world gather together to 
take action against automobiles, reclaim the commons 
and illustrate sustainable forms of transportation. The of- 
ficial World Carfree Day is September 22, but many places 
hold activities all week or on the weekend. The European 
Union even sponsors a Mobility Week (September 16-22), 
with 1,544 cities in 40 countries participating this year. 

Organize a carfree event in your town or city! 

For more information, visit www.worldcarfree.net/wcfd. 



Direct Action Against the IMF/WB 

September 23-25 • Washington, DC 

During the annual meetings of the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund, the Mobilization for Global 
Justice will join allies in the Global South, Europe and the 
US, as well as with those in the anti-war community, to 
demand an end to the international system that uses eco- 
nomic and military might to extract resources and serve 
corporate interests. 

Mobilization for Global Justice envisions a world with 
true development, democracy and security, where eco- 
nomic policy serves the interests of the people. Creative 
direct actions will be taking place throughout the week- 
end of September 23-25: All the action you can muster to 
shake the pillars of empire to their rotten and festering 
core — and work toward another possible world. 

For more information, visit www.globalizethis.org. 

Earthbound Gathering 

September 23-26 • Eveleth, Minnesota 

You are invited to the Earthbound Gathering, an event 
to bring together Native and non-Native people who share 
concerns about the Earth. It promises to be potent ground 
for building connections centered around a shared pas- 
sion for Earth defense and for addressing many of the 
issues that can make organizing between Native and non- 
Native communities painful and difficult. 

Conference organizers are aware of some elements that 
have repeatedly prevented coalitions of this kind from 
forming, and they are addressing them as part of the plan- 
ning. For one, Earthbound will be strictly drug- and al- 
cohol-free. Everyone present is expected to have a basic 
respect for each other and to strive to really listen. 

At Earthbound, the following will be addressed: racism; 
cultural appropriation; white guilt; cultural genocide; the 
struggle for cultural identity; strong coalitions created in 
the past; failed coalitions and the reasons why; current 
resistance campaigns; forms and perspectives of struggle; 
ways to reconnect with each other, the Earth and our- 
selves; youth in activism, coalitions and culture; and tra- 
ditional, Earth-based skills and crafts. Presenters on any of 
these topics are strongly encouraged to contact the Earth- 
bound Collective! 

Earthbound will be free to all, including food and 
lodging. We expect to be able to provide some travel as- 
sistance for elders, youth, families and others who may 
have need. 

For more information, contact the Earthbound Col- 
lective, POB 490, Finland, MN 55603; (800) 669-8418; 
earthboundcollective@hotmail.com. 
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Defending the Earth in Times of War 

11th Annual Buckeye Gathering 

September 30- October 2 • Fulton, Ohio 

This gathering has been designed to place the protec- 
tion of natural areas in the context of our society's current 
orientation toward war. Bush's war against "terror" has ex- 
posed a fundamental flaw in the US's cultural design — an 
unsustainable propensity toward exploitation and domi- 
nation of both people and nature. Meanwhile, the daily 
headlines of war diminish the public's perception of the 
urgency of dire environmental crises. 

The conference will include workshops on pertinent en- 
vironmental themes, opportunities for networking with 
environmental campaigners and researchers, guided na- 
ture hikes and, of course, food, lodging, music, dancing 
and campfires. 

This year's keynote address will be delivered by re- 
nowned author, teacher and lecturer Derrick Jensen. He 
will explore our present path of environmental conflict 
and the changes we must make in the ways that we think 
and act if we are to realize sustainability within the broad- 
er biological community, in addition to justice in our hu- 
man community. 

For more information, contact the Buckeye Forest 
Council, POB 99, Athens, OH 45701; (740) 594-6400; 
www.buckeyeforestcouncil.org. 

Keep Space for Peace Week 
International Week of Protest to Stop 
the Militarization of Space 

October 1-8 

With the US military convinced that it is necessary to 
"control space in order to protect US interests and invest- 
ments," it appears that an escalation of the arms race into 
outer space is imminent. In order to prevent this from 
happening, early action is necessary. 

This year, to commemorate the 60th anniversary of 
the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and to 
ensure that such horrors never occur again, the Global 
Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space 
is organizing a week of local events against the militari- 
zation of space. 

Rallies, conferences and other actions are already sched- 
uled in Britain and the US. This global problem deserves a 
global response, so people everywhere are invited to orga- 
nize events in their communities. 

For more information, contact the Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, POB 652, Brunswick, 
ME 04011; (207) 720-0517; globalnet@mindspring.com; 
www.space4peace.org. 


Second Annual Madison Zine Fest 

October 14-16 • Madison, Wisconsin 

The Madison Zine Fest Student Group announces its 
Second Annual Madison Zine Fest, in conjunction with 
the Wisconsin Book Festival. The Zine Fest will take place 
on the campus of the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Last year's Zine Fest was a huge success, with zine-lov- 
ers from throughout the Midwest — even some from as far 
away as Portland, Oregon — sampling the smorgasbord of 
ideas available. Zines made in Chicago, Milwaukee, Madi- 
son, Urbana and Minneapolis were on display. Hundreds 
of people attended to pick up zines and meet their favorite 
zinesters. 

This year will be even bigger! There will be more zinesters, 
more zines and more distros, as well as workshops and 
panel discussions. Noted presenters will include librarians 
Sanford Berman and Jenna Freedman, Professor Tom Eland 
and representatives of Echo Zine Distro, Silver Buckle 
Press, the Queer Zine Archive Project and Microcosm 
Publishing. 

Your participation is encouraged. You can propose a 
workshop or discussion, volunteer or reserve a table to 
showcase your own zine. 

For more information, contact the Madison Zine Fest 
Student Group, 139 E Johnson St, Madison, WI 53703; 
www.madisonzinefest.org. 

Are you looking for a new 
way to contribute to the EF! 
movement? 

Do you like hearing about the latest direct-action 
news as it happens? 

Do you like big, starry skies, mild Winters and Sum- 
mer monsoon rains? 

If so, you may be the person we need! 

The Earth First! Journal is looking for someone 
to join our long-term editorial collective in Tucson, 
Arizona. Ideally, we are seeking a computer-literate 
person with direct-action and publishing experience, 
familiarity with the Journal and the radical environ- 
mental movement, and excellent editing skills. All of 
the work on the collective is shared, so a successful 
editor must be responsible, diligent and play well with 
others. Enthusiasm and a willingness to learn are a 
must! Preference will be given to women and people 
of color. 

We are looking for someone who can commit to at 
least a year and a half. To apply, send a letter of interest, 
resume, writing sample, activist history and the names 
of some EF! activists who can vouch for you to: 

Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 85702; 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY ECOLOGICAL BALANCE 
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SOCIAL JUSTfCE 


You want to be green, but you have questions. 

Can humans really cause climate change? Does buying fair trade 
make a difference? Can i run my truck on french-fry grease? 

At Green Festival you'll find real answers, great food, live entertain- 
ment and an atmosphere of cool possibilities. 

Live well, do good. 


September 24 & 25 

_ _ i * ■ t 


Washington dc Washington convention center 
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www.greenfestivals.org 877 727 2179 
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In dozens of news articles detailing 
numerous underground actions in North 
America, comment has been unavailable 
to counter the interests of the animal 
abusers, who have spoken largely 
unopposed. 

No longer. 

NAALPO members are not 
"spokespersons” for the animal liberation 
movement, but rather a growing group of 
tested, well-spoken professionals and 
activists who provide the media with 
information regarding actions by the 
underground, along with explanations of 
their ideology and philosophy 

For more information, 
contact: 


NORTH AMERICAN 

ANIMAL 

>, LIBERATION 
PRESS OFFICE 

21044 Sherman Way #211 
Canoga Park, CA 91302 
Ph: (818) 932-9997 Fax: (818) 932-9998 
www.AnimalLibPress.org 
animallibpress@yahoo.com 




Concerned dingles 

links socially conscious 
singles who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide / international 
All ages • Straight / gay 
Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, M A 01242 
OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 
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Speak Out for the Earth 
on Progressive Talk Radio 

CharlesGoyetteonnewstalk101D.net 
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c/o Manuel Lindinger 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 

UKRAINE 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 12045 

City, Nigeria 

Rainbow Keepers 

Berlin, Germany 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 
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HINESE FARMERS 

Drug Factory 


fields, farmers in the southern Chinese province of Zhei- I }• \ 

and forcing it to close. In spite of government assurances i IMMt- r-1 

villagers insist that they will not rest until the plant is shut V i CT* Jl. 

down for good. 

Shengzou township lies 180 miles south of Shanghai the company, beating protesters and spraying tear gas, the 
and just downstream of more than 10 pharmaceutical farmers overturned police vehicles and fought back with 
and chemical factories. Effluent from the factories has so stones. Even when the police blocked off all the roads to 
polluted the Xinchang River that the water has turned the factory, the farmers snuck through mountains and 
thick, foul-smelling, greasy and red, and crop growth in rice paddies to reach it. 

the province has been stunted. After several days of battling with police, the farmers 

"Our fields won't produce grain anymore," said one lo- withdrew to their homes — but they have vowed to return 
cal woman who would not give her name. "We don't dare if the plant should resume operation or if no compensa- 
eat food grown anywhere near here." tion is forthcoming. 

For years, residents of Shengzou have been upset by Factory officials blame a drought for the worsening pol- 
the pollution from the Jingxin Pharmaceutical Compa- lution, but one former worker — who was forced to quit 
ny's plant just outside their town. Factory workers have when the plant's toxic chemicals made him ill — places the 
been suffering weakness and nausea, and the villagers blame squarely on the company: "They are making poi- 
have noticed a recent spike in cancers and birth defects, sonous chemicals for foreigners that the foreigners don't 
In July, an explosion at the plant killed one worker and dare produce in their own countries." 
injured others. In its race to become a global economic power, China 

Finally pushed to the brink, on July 4, the villagers ap- has eagerly encouraged the development of export-ori- 
pointed a group to present the factory with their demands: ented factories, so that consumers around the world can 
free health exams, free medical care and compensation exploit China's lack of labor and environmental stan- 
for their damaged crops. When the representatives were dards. The concurrent policy of seizing rural land for 
beaten by company employees, a larger group of villag- industrial and real estate development has been a pri- 
ers retaliated by storming the plant, bursting through the mary motivation in the rising tide of unrest among the 
gates and beating a factory guard. The ever-swelling group country's increasingly desperate lower class. In an all-too 
of protesters was soon demanding the factory's outright familiar story, China's "economic growth" has meant 
closure. not just deepening poverty as the poor are forced into 

Local officials immediately ordered the plant to close ever-worsening working conditions, but also the destruc- 
and urged people to remain calm. But on July 14, the tion of China's wilderness and the poisoning of its air, 
city announced that the plant had to reopen to prevent a land and water. 

chemical explosion from taking place. The city promised Yet resistance to the environmental costs of this "growth" 

to remove 1,000 tons of dangerous waste from the factory is on the rise. In April, a 10,000-person riot in Dongyang, 
and insisted that this would make it safe. a city 50 miles from Shengzou, erupted in response to pol- 

"We don't trust them," scoffed a villager who lives near lution from a nearby pesticide factory, 
the plant, expressing the sentiments of many protesters. "As for the Dongyang riot, everyone knows about it," 
"They have told us lies many times before and have never said one young Shengzou man. "Six policemen were 
addressed our problems." killed, and the chief had the tendons in his arms and legs 

Farmers swarmed the plant again on July 15, this time severed." The villagers in Shengzou admit that the Dong- 
by the thousands, smashing signs and windows to pieces, yang riot was an inspiration to them in planning their 
and destroying a guard post and part of the perimeter wall, own uprising. 

The riots continued for the next four days, undeterred by And they insist that they will fight until the factory is 
the hundreds of riot police that were quickly bussed in to closed. "They've arrested so many, but we'll fight on," said 
protect the factory. When police interceded on behalf of Xiao Chen, one of the farmers. "What else can we do?" 
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A Long Way Yet to Go 

Before I begin here, let me say that I believe that ac- 
tions, not words, are what will protect this world. ... 
Six months ago, we received a phone call at 
the Journal office informing us that a story we 
published had won an award as one of the top 
10 stories censored by the corporate media in 
the previous year. Thrilled that the work of EF! 
and the Journal would gain more widespread at- 
tention from the ensuing publicity, we eventually 
saw the list of the other top stories selected by Proj- 
ect Censored. And we realized that the Journal had 
also covered several of the topics listed — from the 
threats of nanotechnology to the expanded 
reach of the USA PATRIOT Act. 

While we were grateful for this par- 
ticular award for a story on moun- 
taintop removal, the entire affair 
helped us to remember that so many 
of the stories we publish every year are 
vitally important — whether they win 
an award or not. 

I feel the same way about each issue 
of the Journal. While I'm not sure that 
this issue of the Journal is any more of 
an accomplishment than the last several issues or even the next, it is with 
this issue that the Journal observes its own milestone. Celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of the Journal, we feel it is appropriate to take a moment to 
reflect on where the radical environmental movement has been in the last 
quarter of a century and where it is heading. 

"For many, the EF! Journal was our first exposure to others who share a 
vision and commitment to a worldview where natural creation has worth 
much greater than humans determine. The EF! Journal represents the vi- 
tal role we all play in something much greater than ourselves." With these 
words, several cohorts and I made a suggestion that the Journal should uproot 
from its home in Eugene, Oregon, and come join us in southern Arizona. At 
the time, I enthusiastically saw so much potential in the Journal and in what 
our developing collective wanted to contribute to its pages. Five years later, 
some of that potential has been reached, and I find that I am more humble. 
Yet I also remain excited by the fact that the Journal still has so much more to 
realize, as does the EF! movement itself. 

Despite the fact that those working on the Journal have more or less succeed- 
ed at consistently putting out a quality publication of interest to direct-action 
activists — always trying to infuse the magazine with creativity and develop in- 
triguing content — I think it is an under-utilized resource. There are some days 
where I wonder if people even read the Journal. I know Project Censored does, 
at least, and I know that a lot of new people are always subscribing. 

But I want the Journal to reach more readers and help build movement mo- 
mentum. Whether that means taking the next step by getting out to places 
where people have never seen it before; encouraging EF! groups to be more 
excited about using the magazine as a recruiting tool, a forum for discussion 
and a way to inspire action; or reaching all those "former EF!ers" who've 
disappeared in recent years and drawing them back into the no-compromise 
environmental movement, there is great potential. 

These are things we set out to accomplish when the Journal returned to 
Tucson nearly five years ago. I think we're only just beginning. 

— Turtle 
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by Turtle 

On September 29, the House of Representatives passed 
a sweeping bill, introduced by California Republican 
Richard Pombo, that would cripple the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act (ESA). This new legislation would end all future 
designations of critical habitat, eliminate the more than 
150 million acres of existing critical habitat and give all 
ESA jurisdiction to the extinction-oriented Department 
of the Interior. 

The ESA currently offers protection to more than 1,250 
species, yet for an endangered species to survive, the habi- 
tat it depends upon must be protected. A key component 
of the ESA, critical habitat is defined as those areas with 
the physical and biological features that are essential for a 
particular species to survive and recover. 

While pretending 'to promote science-based decisions, 
Pombo's bill pre-approves all destructive projects on pri- 
vate lands unless the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
objects within 180 days. Yet it doesn't give the agency any 
more money or biologists to rapidly review these projects 
with, and it allows corporations to submit an inadequate 
amount of information, making it impossible for FWS to 
make an informed decision. 

Under Pombo's legislation, any time government biolo- 
gists actually do object to a horrific development, timber 
sale or mine, the Department of the Interior will have to 
pay the corporation to obey the law. And not just for the 
real economic impacts. It will also have to pay for specu- 
lative impacts. Want to make lots of money and have a 
free vacation? Buy 30 acres of endangered species habi- 
tat for $300,000; tell the government that you plan to 
build 10 homes on it that will net you $100,000 in profits 
each; have them tell you that's a very bad idea, you can 
only build one house. Now you can collect a check for 
$900,000, retire, put up a yurt and listen to Dana Lyons 
CDs for the rest of your life. If you are a logging or mining 
company, it's even better. Since these com- 
panies often will sell their lands for devel- 
opment after trashing them, they can get 
paid once for not mining it — then get paid 
again for not developing it. 

How did this insane bill pass? How 
did it even get enough credibility 
to make it to the House floor for a 
vote? After all, Pombo has made 
it his personal mission to kill the 
ESA for 15 years now. More than 
100 anti-ESA bills and riders have 
been introduced, yet no major ESA 
bill even made it to the floor un- 
til 2005. And while previous bills 
tried to weaken critical habitat by 


filling it with loopholes, none ever tried to do away 
with it altogether. 

What changed? Defenders of Wildlife. 

The Washington, DC-based Defenders of Wildlife has 
a decent history of being strong on ESA politics, and the 
organization has filed a number of lawsuits to create and 
protect critical habitat areas. But in 2004, it made the mis- 
take of hiring former FWS Director Jamie Clark as its ex- 
ecutive vice president. 

Clark quickly turned Defenders of Wildlife into an 
anti-critical habitat machine, forcing it to resign from 
the Unified Endangered Species Campaign — a partner- 
ship including the Endangered Species Coalition, Sierra 
Club, Earthjustice, National Wildlife Federation, Natural 
Resources Defense Council and the Center for Biologi- 
cal Diversity. Clark defied the campaign's strong stance 
on critical habitat and the successful strategy used by the 
environmental movement for the past 15 years: complete 
and aggressive opposition to every Pombo bill. 

Wanting Defenders to be a player, Clark sat down with 
Pombo to write an ESA bill and brought him a proposal that 
had already been rejected by the environmental communi- 
ty — the elimination of all critical habitat. Yes, it was Defend- 
ers of Wildlife, not Pombo, that came up with the idea. 

But what about all of those press releases and fundrais- 
ing letters from Defenders that attacked Pombo? Defend- 
ers lost control of its own creation and had to attack the 
legislation — as it simultaneously raised money and ob- 
scured its role in the bill's creation. 

While Pombo told the media that he was working with 
reasonable environmentalists, Defenders worked the other 
side of the aisle as well, lobbying Democrats to develop a 
weak substitute to the Pombo bill. Oddly, the substitute’s 
position on critical habitat looked strikingly like Pombo's. 
While the Democrats' bill was certainly "better," it still 
killed critical habitat, and it did so at the insistence of De- 
fenders of Wildlife and over the objection of most other 
environmental groups. 

Environmentalists have successfully defeated every anti- 
ESA bill by remaining unified, refusing any engagement 

with Pombo and aggres- 
sively attacking every 
bill. With immense 
naivete and ego, 
Defenders tried to make 
deal with the devil. Its 
only accomplishment 
was to give Pombo 
credibility. In the 
end, Defenders got 
burned for its stupid- 
ity. So did the ESA. 
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dear shit for brains 

Flos^o k&op your letters to 
the editors to y DO \ words or less 



Dear SFB, 

In the last issue, I was 
moved by Asante's positive 
piece about the RRR, then 
the death announcements. 
Many powerful activists have 
died in recent years, includ- 
ing Bari, Beneville, Haun, 
Burlew, Seth and others. We 
should never forget them, 
and should remind new 
EFlers about their fire and 
sacrifice. Stay healthy and 
safe as we fight for the wild. 

By the way, I'm with john 
johnson on "The Bullshit 
That Must End" argument. 
The EF!f is more important 
now than ever. 

— D.R. Patterson 

Dear Editors, 

I must politely disagree 
with Paul Watson regarding 
the reasons he gave for the 
Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society (SSCS) firing Dr. Jer- 
ry Vlasak from the Board of 
Directors (see EF.'f Septem- 
ber-October 2005). The fact 
is, the controversy regard- 
ing Jerry Vlasak's personal 
statement to the press (one 
that Jerry made clear was 
not shared by SSCS) simply 
kept the media interested in 
covering the seal hunt after 
the slaughter had ended for 
the year. 

Jerry Vlasak stated to the 
press that, in his own "per- 
sonal opinion," violence 
against the seal killers would 
be morally justifiable, and 
he would be in support of 
that if it were to happen. 
As soon as this was quoted 
in the media, SSCS phoned 
Jerry and told him that they 
had received a call(s) from 


a donor who was also a sci- 
entific advisor, who threat- 
ened to pull out of SSCS if 
Jerry did not resign. Then 
SSCS stated to Jerry their 
fear of possibly not being 
allowed to dock their boat 
in Bermuda if Jerry didn't 
resign. But Jerry refused to 
resign, believing that he 
had done nothing wrong. 

Twenty minutes after refus- 
ing to resign from the Board, 
Jerry was told via cell phone 
that he had been fired. 

Jerry enjoyed very much 
his time with SSCS. He vol- 
unteered for over two years 
helping them with office and 
managerial issues, and went 
aboard the ship as often as 
he could. He took a punch by 
a seal killer and was arrested 
protecting film footage ex- 
posing the seal slaughter, 
then ably represented him- 
self and the other activists 
arrested on the ice in Prince 
Edward court. 

Jerry still considers Paul a 
friend, and understands that 
Paul Watson and the Board 
did what they felt was right. 
Time will tell if what they 
did was right; I think they 
were wrong. Meanwhile, re- 
member it’s the fight against 
the seal killers who club to 
death baby seals for profit 
that should be occupying 
our thoughts and actions. 

— Pamelyn Ferdin 

Dear SFB, 

Hey, I read in the last issue 
of the Journal the article by 
that person who was saying 
Katuah EF! (KEF!) moved our 
campout on top of ze's anar- 
chist gathering in Asheville. 


FYI, Solstice and Equinox 
has been our camp/meeting 
period for over 10 years — ze 
scheduled on top of us, not 
vice versa. We have been 
meeting on that date for over 
10 years. Never met the chap 
myself though. 

And ze was dead wrong 
about saying two solidarity 
actions — it's been nine so 
far. And they aren't solidar- 
ity actions — we are doing it 
purely for self-survival. No 
one else is organizing these 
counter-rallies— it has been 
KEF!. I haven't been doing 
the counter-rallies in solidar- 
ity really — it’s been purely 
personal. The Klan is a knife 
at all our throats — anybody 
who studies their history can 
see that. I just got an impres- 
sion that ze was implying we 
do it cause we hope black 
and other folks of color will 
like us and that ain't it at 
all. And I am only count- 
ing nine rallies of just one 
faction of the Klan we have 
been fighting — before that 
was a major Klan counter- 
rally that KEF!'s Mountain 
Faction was in the middle 
of. It wasn't two, they aren't 
"solidarity" actions, and it's 
just history here — the Klan 
was never very popular in 
east Tennessee. 

— John Conner 

Dear SFB, 

The recent discussion on 
"Problem Animal" and rac- 
ism has served, if nothing 
else, to highlight the impor- 
tance of the US population 
problem (see EF!J Septem- 
ber-October 2005). Paul Wat- 
son clearly understands its 


severity; if anything, he un- 
derestimates its extent. 

As he says, the US is cur- 
rently at 300 million, head- 
ing toward one billion by the 
year 2100. But this is only 
half the ugly picture. 

The math is pretty basic. 
The burden on the land is 
the product of "number of 
people" and "rate of con- 
sumption." According to the 
World Wildlife Fund, our 
ecological footprint (resource 
use, development, waste dis- 
posal) is around 25 acres of 
land per person. Three hun- 
dred million Americans thus 
use about 7.5 billion acres of 
land — which might be fine 
if we had that much. Unfor- 
tunately, the continental 48 
states constitute only two 
billion acres, so we are using 
a whole lot of other people's 
land. This in itself indicates 
a major injustice; certainly it 
is not unreasonable to expect 
each nation to live within its 
ecological means. 

But it gets worse. Clearly 
we cannot pave, plow and 
dump on every square inch 
of land. Purely for the sake 
of sustainability, we need 
to leave a very large portion 
untouched; as true wilder- 
ness. Some have suggested 
that each bioregion needs 
fully 50 percent preserved as 
wilderness, to give adequate 
space for large predators and 
to allow the broader process- 
es of evolution to continue. 
Half for us, half for nature — 
what could be more fair? It 
is a clean and articulate eco- 
logical vision. 

So, with half wilderness, 
that leaves us with a billion 
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acres for direct human use. 
At 25 acres per person, this 
will support only 40 million 
people ! Today we are at 300 
million. Five hundred mil- 
lion by 2050. One billion by 
2100. Forty million sustain- 
able. These numbers should 
be etched into our psyche. 
They should guide all our 
thinking and actions. 

Unless we can convince 
people to radically lower their 
scale of consumption, we are 
stuck with this conclusion. 
Advocates for social justice 
neglect the root causes of 
our crisis: too many people, 
a system of techno-industrial 
capitalism run amok and a 
mindset in which the Earth 
is a machine for wealth cre- 
ation. These root causes are 
blind to race, sex, religion 
and sexual orientation. 

Regards, 

—David Skrbina 

Dear SFB, 

Two apologists for snitch- 
es and grand jury coop- 
erators suddenly hailed as 
"taking the path of resis- 
tance" (see EF!f September- 
October 2005)? As I sit in 
a Wisconsin jail on federal 
Animal Enterprise Terror- 
ism charges for my alleged 
involvement in six mink 
releases, and as a victim of 
informant Justin Samuel, it 
is yet another burden upon 
me to read of his two most 
vocal apologists portrayed 
as heroes. One, Nicole Fink, 
the girlfriend of Samuel. The 
other, David Agranoff, Sam- 
uel's most vocal defender 
and one-man P.R. machine 
in his attempt to reintegrate 
into the movement. Both 
currently jailed for refusing 
testimony to a grand jury 
in San Diego. It is unfortu- 
nate we find the subject of 
supporting these two debat- 
able — that on the topic of 
informants and those who 
enable them to walk among 
us, when it is not we who 
suffer their direct effects, we 
sit back and debate the issue 
from the safety zone. 

The view from behind bars 
is much different. 


Before hailing them as 
noble "resisters,” let us ask 
where that voice of resis- 
tance was when the grand 
jury target was myself, and 
their dear friend offered 85 
pages of tell-all testimony 
against me. Their voice was 
clear, and it wasn't one of 
resistance — it was one of 
excuses, lies and collabora- 
tion. Until this month, the 
message of both David and 
Nicole was, "Sometimes, it's 
OK to testify to a grand jury 
to save yourself." 

Now, these same people 
stand before us, puffing their 
chests, full of feigned bravado, 
telling us with straight faces 
that they sit in jail to protect 
our movement from attack. 
With their history in mind, we 
see that the only attacks they 
oppose are the ones against 
themselves. It was they who 
offered public defense of one 
who was so quick to throw me 
to the wolves. 

Now I say — let them go to 
the wolves. 

In the grand jury room, 
there is no harmless infor- 
mation. So to those who 
must support them, support 
them as one would support 
a ticking bomb — with great, 
delicate care, out of fear for 
what they might do. Sup- 
port them as babies, whose 
hands must be held until 
the passing of the storm. 
Support them for fear that 
they, too, will join that club 
of their dear friend, entering 
that small, reviled choir of 
those who "didn't tell them 
anything they didn't already 
know, I swear." 

I hope to see us capital- 
ize on their jailing to make 
the very firm message that 
snitches and their collabora- 
tors will not find themselves 
applauded in activist publi- 
cations, but rather scorned 
for their betrayal. Not i for 
revenge, but for survival. 
For there will be more dam- 
age done by informants and 
their support teams, more 
fallen liberators in their 
wake — and you may be 
among them. 

— Peter Young 


l^rauna Qabala'f 

by Faith Walker V 

Fauna: n. Animal life. 

Cabala: n. An esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

The large, membranous wings flapping low across 
the night sky throughout the Old World tropics be- 
long to fruit bats ( Megachiropterans ) called flying foxes. 
Unlike micro bats ( Microchiropterans ), these mammals 
have large, light-sensitive eyes, wingspans of up to six 
feet, and a diet of nectar, pollen and fruit. 

By night, these plant pluckers plunder fruit, grasping a 
branch with one foot and manipulating the fleshy fruit 
with a combination of the other foot and dexterous 
thumbs. Fruit is squeezed between palate and tongue, 
enabling the bats to eject pulp and swallow juice. These 
giant juicers can consume the equivalent of their body 
weight each night, and in so doing are quite the stut- 
ters: It takes under an hour for said juice to exit, gracing 
the land below with its particular fermenting odor. 

By day, these flamboyant creatures roost commu- 
nally in what are known as "camps," hanging from 
branches like giant grapes. Wings alternately create a 
bat-wrap refuge for sleep 
and from storms, or flail 
about during punch-ups 
and squabbles. It's also 
during the daylight that 
trees become alive with 
sex and babies. 

Upside-down flying 
fox sex typically involves 
a keen male, with an 
impressively long, erect 
and prehensile penis, ap- 
proaching a not-so-keen 
female, who bats him 
away. Clobbered males 
are generally undeterred, 
and their long, juicing 
tongues come in handy. 

After untold bouts of 
cunnilingus, a female may allow her suitor to envelop 
her in his wings and mount from behind, while grip- 
ping her neck fur in his teeth. The mating duo doesn't 
usually do a repeat performance; he pursues another 
sexy batgirl, and she takes another beau, selecting the 
most badass bat sperm along the way. 

Inevitably, some six months later, upside-down birth 
occurs. In a tricky maneuver, mums catch their fully 
furred and blinking babes with their wings as they fall. 
The single bat bub bom to its mum that year latches onto 
a tit with its recurvate milk teeth and hangs on with sharp 
claws while being toted about in flight. And when it's 
nearly dark, the air becomes thick with thousands — even 
millions — of swirling sexed-up, foxy fruit bats. 
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Sucker's Bets for the New Century 

The US After Katrina 



by Bill McKibben 

If the images of skyscrapers collapsed in heaps of ash 
were the end of one story, then the picture of the sod- 
den New Orleans Superdome with its peeling roof marks 
the beginning of the next, the one that will dominate 
our politics in the coming decades: America befuddled 
about how to cope with a planet suddenly turned un- 
stable and unpredictable. 

Over and over, people have said that the scenes from the 
convention center, the highway overpasses and the other 
suddenly infamous Crescent City venues didn't "look like 
America," that they seemed instead to be straight from the 
Third World. That was almost literally accurate, for poor, 
black New Orleans (whose life had never previously been 
of any interest to the larger public) is not so different from 
other poor, black parts of the world — its infant mortality, 
life expectancy and educational achievement statistics 
mirroring scores of African and Latin American enclaves. 

But it was accurate in another way, too. A decade ago, 
environmental researcher Nor- 
man Myers began trying to add 
up the number of humans at 
risk of losing their homes from 
global warming. He looked 
at all of the obvious places — 
coastal China, India, Bangla- 
desh, the tiny island states of 
the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
the Nile Delta, Mozambique — 
and predicted that by 2050, it 
was entirely possible that 150 
million people would be "en- 
vironmental refugees," forced 
from their homes by rising 
waters. That's more than the 
number of political refugees 
sent scurrying by the bloody 
century we've just endured. 

Try to imagine, that is, the 
chaos that attends busing 15,000 
people from one football stadi- 
um to another in the richest na- 
tion on Earth, and then multiply 


it by four orders of magnitude and re-situate your thoughts 
in the poorest nations on Earth. 

And then try to imagine doing it over and over again — 
probably without the buses. 

Because so far, even as blogs and websites all over the 
Internet fill with accusations about the scandalous lack 
of planning that led to the collapse of the levees in New 
Orleans, almost no one has addressed the much larger 
problems: the scandalous lack of planning that has kept 
us from even beginning to address climate change and the 
sad fact that global warming means the future will be full 
of just this kind of horror. 

Consider the first problem for just a minute. No single 
hurricane is "the result" of global warming. But a month 
before Hurricane Katrina hit, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology hurricane specialist Kerry Emmanuel pub- 
lished a landmark paper in the British science magazine 
Nature, showing that tropical storms are now lasting half 
again as long and spinning winds 50 percent more power- 
ful than just a few decades ago. The only plausible cause: 



These fishing boats came to rest on a highway south of New Orleans after a 33-foot storm surge 
accompanying Hurricane Katrina carried them hundreds of yards from their berths. 
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the ever-warmer tropical seas on which these storms thrive. 
Katrina, a Category One storm when it crossed Florida, 
roared to full life in the abnormally hot water of the Gulf 
of Mexico. It then punched its way into Louisiana and Mis- 
sissippi — the latter now governed by Haley Barbour, who 
in an earlier incarnation as a Republican power broker and 
energy lobbyist, helped persuade President Bush to renege 
on his promise to treat carbon dioxide as a pollutant. 

So far, the US has done exactly nothing to even try to 
slow the progress of climate change: We're emitting far 
more carbon than we were in 1988, when scien- 
tists issued their first prescient global-warming 
warnings. Even if, at that mo- 
ment, we'd started doing all 
that we could to overhaul 
our energy economy, we'd 
probably still be stuck with 
the one degree Fahrenheit 
increase in global aver- 
age temperature that's al- 
ready driving our current 
disruptions. Now scien- 
tists predict that without 
truly dramatic change in the 
very near future, we're likely 
to see the planet's mercury rise 
five degrees before this century 
out. That is, five times more t 
we've seen so far. 

Which leads us to the second problem: For 
the 10,000 years of human civilization, we've 
relied on the planet's basic physical stability. 

Sure, there have been hurricanes and droughts 
and volcanoes and tsunamis — but averaged out 
across the Earth, it's been a remarkably stable 
run. If your grandparents inhabited a particular island, 
chances were that you could, too. If you could grow 
corn in your field, you could pretty much count on your 
grandkids being able to do likewise. Those are now suck- 
er's bets — that's what those predictions about environ- 
mental refugees really mean. 

Here's another way of saying it: In the last century, 
we've seen change in human societies speed up to an al- 
most unimaginable level, one that has stressed every part 


of our civilization. In this century, we're going to see the 
natural world change at the same kind of rate. That's what 
happens when you increase the amount of heat trapped 
in the atmosphere. That extra energy expresses itself in ev- 
ery way you can imagine: more wind, more evaporation, 
more rain, more melt, more... more... more. 

And there is no reason to think we can cope. Take New 
Orleans as an example. It is currently pro forma for politi- 
cians to announce that the city will be rebuilt, and doubt- 
less it will be. Once. But if hurricanes like Katrina go from 
once-in-a-century storms to once-in-a-decade-or- 
two storms, how many times are you go- 
ing to rebuild? Even in the US, there's 
not that kind of money — especially 
if you're also having to cope with, 
say, the effects of more frequent 
and severe heat waves on agri- 
culture, the effects from the 
spread of mosquito-borne 
diseases on human health, 
and so on ad infinitum — not 
to mention the costs of 
converting our energy 
system to something 
less suicidal than fossil 
fuel, a task that becomes 
more expensive with every 
year that passes. 

Our rulers have insisted by 
both word and deed that the 
laws of physics and chemis- 
try do not apply to us. That 
delusion will now start to 
vanish. Katrina marks Year 
One of our new calendar, the start of an age in which the 
physical world has flipped from sure and secure to volatile 
and unhinged. New Orleans doesn't look like the America 
we've lived in. But it very much resembles the planet we 
will inhabit for the rest of our lives. 

Bill McKibben is the author of many books on the environ- 
ment and related topics. His first, The End of Nature, was 
also the first book for a general audience on global warming. 
His most recent book is Wandering Home: A Long Walk 
Across America's Most Hopeful Landscape. 
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Storming the Future 

Radical Climate Solutions 
for the 21st Century 



by Dan Firger and Nile Malloy 

If the world really needed a warning sign on global 
warming, it couldn't have come much clearer than Hur- 
ricane Katrina. The superheated storm swamped a major 
American city, caused hundreds of billions of dollars in 
economic damage, and perhaps most alarming — but not 
surprising for those who pay attention to such things — ex- 
posed the deep divisions between those who could afford 
to escape and those left behind to fend for themselves. If 
anyone was still unsure that ecological devastation and 
economic injustice go hand-in-hand, the images of des- 
perate and poor New Orleanians dying on their roofs amid 
filthy floodwaters should set the record straight. 

Storms, floods, droughts and epidemics are all-too-fre- 
quent these days, and scientists predict that with each 
passing year, they'll get more severe. While the wealthy 
will always find ways to move to higher ground, it's the 
poor who will pay the price for our failure to curb cli- 
mate change. 

The best thing that 
could come from this 
disaster would be a radi- 
cal restructuring of the 
climate movement to 
focus the world's at- 
tention on the real and 
rising costs of inaction — 
from species extinction 
and forest destruction 
to the wrecked commu- 
nities in New Orleans 
and the islands of the 
South Pacific. Now is 
the time to propose rad- 
ical solutions to rewire 
the world with clean, 
sustainable energy be- 
fore it's too late. 


We need to be very clear about the implications of run- 
away climate chaos. The Earth's average surface temperature 
is one degree Fahrenheit warmer than it was last century. 
Katrina grew in strength from a tropical storm to a Cat- 
egory Five hurricane after passing over warmer-than-usual 
waters in the Gulf of Mexico. With one degree of warming, 
we're already seeing melting polar ice, a worldwide shift in 
wildlife habitats, the spread of West Nile Virus and other 
tropical diseases, crop-destroying droughts and killer heat 
waves. But most climate models don't stop at one degree. 
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change expects up to 4.5 degrees of warming over the next 
50 years, even if we stopped pumping carbon into the at- 
mosphere tomorrow. With 20 million new cars on the road 
every year in the US alone and dozens of new, coal-fired 
power plants coming online, we're likely to see between 
2.7 and seven degrees of warming before 2100. And that's 
when the truly frightening changes will become the mle, 
not the exception. Imagine a dozen Katrinas' worth of refu- 
gees fleeing coastal cities year after year, with nowhere to go 

and nothing left but the 
clothes on their backs. 

Of course, human im- 
pacts on the environ- 
ment will be the least of 
our concerns in a world 
dominated by this sort 
of large-scale social dis- 
ruption, which is pre- 
cisely the problem. If we 
can't figure out how to 
tread lightly now, when 
we've barely begun to 
see real climate chaos, 
how can we expect hu- 
manity to rise to the 
challenge as resources 
get scarcer, weather gets 
fiercer, and society slips 



Environmental safety workers towel off the surface of the floodwaters, 
in an attempt to remove oil and other floating contaminants. 
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into widespread instability as the planet's life-support sys- 
tems unravel? 

We have a narrow window of opportunity — rapidly clos- 
ing — in which we can work to bring about an ecological 
U-turn that will redefine how global civilization relates to 
the Earth's climate, water, soil, forests and energy systems. 
Instead of spending hundreds of billions of dollars treat- 
ing symptoms of the problem, we should be looking to the 
roots of our planetary imbalance and fixing what's wrong 
while we still can. Climate scientists warn that in order to 


Climate change is the most daunting threat that human- 
ity has ever faced. It presents us with a huge array of over- 
whelming ecological and economic hazards, but also plenty 
of opportunities to radically restructure our civilization and 
create a different, better world. Let's rise to the challenge. 

Dan Firger and Nile Malloy coordinate Rainforest Action 
Network's (RAN) Global Finance and Zero Emissions Cam- 
paigns. RAN addresses the twin threats of climate chaos and 
oil dependence through campaigns targeting Ford Motor Com- 
pany and banking giant Wells Fargo. For more information, 


prevent catastrophic climate change, we must keep atmo- 
spheric carbon dioxide concentrations below 400 parts per 
million (ppm). At 380 ppm today, we're adding carbon at a 
rate of two ppm each year. We've got less than a decade. 

In that time, let's work to create a separation of oil and 
state. Let's shift tax incentives away from the offshore 
platforms in the Gulf of Mexico and the poisonous refin- 
eries of Cancer Alley, and toward wind farms, biofuels and 
cheap, easy-to-install photovoltaics for low-income com- 
munities. Instead of this year's $287 billion transporta- 
tion bill, which does next to nothing for public transit, 
let's put in place massive subsidies that will pay to move 
people out of the exurban wasteland and back within city 
limits. The same goes for the farm bill: imagine hundreds 
of billions of dollars flowing out of the pockets of Cargill 
and Archer Daniels Midland and into local organic farm- 
ing cooperatives and community supported agriculture 
programs in every US city. 

But shifting federal spending is just the beginning. 
Let's rebuild our inner cities to be models of sustain- 
able community — filled with bike paths, vegetable 
gardens and roofs topped with solar panels. Let's allow 
the residents of New Orleans to rebuild their homes on 
their own terms, with plenty of federal money to ensure 
safe, healthy and green neighborhoods that will be liv- 
able for the long term. Instead of handouts to Hallibur- 
ton and a corporate-friendly "free enterprise zone" that 
will drive the poor into even deeper poverty, the New 
Orleans reconstruction can be the first real example of 
sustainable development principles put into practice on 
a regional scale. 

Globally, a worldwide public works program focusing on 
renewable energy, organic agriculture and ecosystem renew- 
al would create an unprecedented economic boom — one 
that restores natural systems rather than destroying them. 
Much like Franklin Roosevelt's depression-era Works Prog- 
ress Administration, this program would create millions of 
new jobs and improve the quality of life for potentially 
billions of people in the Global South. Clean energy 
and sustainable agriculture aren't a panacea for 
all the world's ills, but more than any other 
"development" scheme currently being 
debated, these investments would allow 
communities to take control of their 
own destinies, choosing appropriate 
energy and food systems that meet 
their local needs and escaping 
from the vicious cycles of debt 
and dependency that come 
along with economic "lib- 
eralization” and "free 
trade" zones. 


contact RAN, 221 Pine 
St, Ste 500, San Fran- M 

cisco, CA 94104; ^..y 

(415) 398-4404; A " 
www.ran.org. 
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Brandon Bauer 


Shooting Down Free Market Fairy Tales 

and Building Movements for Climate Justice 



by Harry Helios 

"We know that the white man has put a price on all that 
is alive.... He trades with his own blood, and he wants us 
to do the same with our sacred territory, with the blood of 
the Earth, which they call petroleum.... In former times, 
the dark path of plunder, genocide and injustice against 
our people was lit by a candle in the name of God and 
His Majesty. Now it is lit by oil in the name of progress 
and money.... The white man has declared war on every- 
thing, except his own inner poverty. He has declared war 
on time, and he has even declared war on himself.... We 
are children of the Earth; help us defend her." 

— Berito Kubara, U'wa indigenous community, Colombia 

"Putting a price on the environment will not save it." 

— Sharon Beder, The Environment Goes to Market 

Could it be possible that the market-based, so-called so- 
lutions to the impending climate crisis are the real threat 
to our long-term hopes for a sustainable, socially just 
future? If bright sides are your thing — and I heartily rec- 
ommend them as means of maintaining hope in the dark- 
ness — here's one to look at: The wake-up call is beginning 
to reverberate through the well lit hallways of the West. 
Let's face it, the call was heard a long while back by the 


people living with their heartbeats intertwined with that 
of the land, sea or sky, by which I mean people like the 
Inuit of Alaska or the U'wa of Colombia. They've known 
for longer than most of us that something is deeply out of 
joint in the planet. 

Here's a generalization about the nature of resistance 
to climate chaos and its elite strike force, the oil indus- 
try: In the Global South, where oil companies are at their 
most despicably rapacious, there is sporadic but spirited 
resistance, allied to an understanding that climate change 
is the symptom of a wider malaise, based on inequali- 
ties of power and a deepening disconnection from the 
natural world. In the Global North, we are seeing wide- 
spread adulation of the business-friendly farrago that is 
the Kyoto Protocol, an explosion of green capitalism, se- 
rious amounts of non-governmental organization (NGO) 
energy going into lobbying, and a small but determined 
wing working to bring a tougher, anti-capitalist analysis to 
its actions and communications. 

It's not dishonorable to want to think that the Kyoto 
Protocol is a shining beacon of salvation instead of a shab- 
by scam, and that George Bush is the Wicked Witch of the 
West keeping us from reaching it, but this is still a very 
dangerous fairy tale to be drugging ourselves with at seven 
minutes to midnight. 

I live in London, one of the world's most frenzied media 
hubs. Do I get to hear, read or see stories in the 
corporate media about southern-based resis- 
tance to the oil monster, or do I get glossy sup- 
plements telling me how celebrities I haven't 
heard of are saving the world by recycling 
and "making the album carbon neutral," and 
"Hey! You could win an eco-car!"? The answer 
is, of course, obvious, and it Shows how the 
(neo)liberal intelligentsia here is stifling dis- 
sent by implying that climatic salvation will 
be achieved via green consumerism and some 
I as-yet-unspecified "government action." 

The voices of those who see no future for ch- 
i' mate or justice under capitalism — those who 
* take direct action to prevent new roads and 
airports from being built and to revoke the oil 
| industry's "social license to operate" — are rarely 
heard above this shrink-wrapped racket. That's 
why they work closer to the ground, connecting 




struggles, talking to school kids, anti-capitalists who still 
think that climate change is only an environmental issue 
(and not about inequalities of power), the grassroots base of 
unions and NGOs, communities affected by climate change 
and oil devastation, artists and any other crazies they can 
get to listen (they also need to keep listening themselves!). 

It could be that this trend is beginning to creep across 
the Atlantic, into the hearts and minds of many of those 
troubled, wealthy American souls who see and fear the 
future, but who are reluctant to let go of that short-haul 
weekend on the coast or that comfortingly macho 
Jeep Cherokee. Enter the perfect solution: 
hand over your dollars (and your guilt) to 
a carbon-offsetting company and carry 
on as "normal." There's an explosion in 
the market, and the products that will 
triumph in that market are those best 
designed to anesthetize carbon guilt. 

And this, ladies and gentlemen 
of the jury (for those of us who 
haven't moved beyond judging the 
willful blindness of our fellow men 
and women), is part of what is now 
dressed up as "activism": the replace- 
ment of inspirational collective action 
by the lonely-as-hell use of our personal 
power as individual consumers — and that 
alone — to change the world. But what do 
we lose if our definition of ourselves climaxes 
in the contents of our shopping baskets? And how 
the hell will it get us 60 to 90 percent cuts in carbon diox- 
ide emissions before the day after tomorrow? 

Now here's a pesky limey question for you: Where is 
the direct action to prevent drilling in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge? I can find any number of requests to fax 
my senator or representative, and there are some beauti- 
ful photographs and inspirational indigenous Gwich'in 
quotes, but whither the monkeywrenching? Elsewhere in 
the US (and worldwide), fenceline communities — working 
class, usually black communities living alongside highly 
polluting oil infrastructure — are campaigning hard for jus- 
tice and clean air, but climate change is often low down 
on their list of priorities. 

And while I'm at it, what is up with US resistance to Big 
Oil? We hear about the occasional SUV dealership going 
up in flames, and you could argue that an anti-capitalist 
or anti-war action is eventually going to lead to reduced 
carbon emissions (unless it involves setting things on 
fire!) by joining the dots between the issues, but where’s 
the concerted oil-industry dismantlement program? If it’s 
happening, I'd love to hear about it.... 

Which brings us to the uplifting material: People are 
risking their lives in places like Ecuador, the Niger Delta, 
West Papua and Pakistan to stand in the path of the 
oil industry. In Brazil, the dark truth about mono- 
cultural eucalyptus "carbon sinks" is being exposed 
as the "forest deserts" are reclaimed. The Ogoni of 
the Niger Delta have now been joined by the "Bo- 
goni" of County Mayo, Ireland, in saying no to 
the petro-imperialism of Shell; five local Irish resi- 
dents were jailed for more than three months for 
"contempt of court." 


In Bolivia, Peru and Iraq, successful campaigns to pre- 
vent the privatization of fossil-fuel reserves are mobiliz- 
ing social movements. Interesting alliances are being 
forged between these groups and climate activists with 
a strong social-justice analysis, as the climate activists 
realize that while oil and gas reserves in the hands of 
the people may still end up as carbon emissions, to deny 
people the right to self-determination would be an in- 
sidious form of eco-colonialism. Meanwhile, groups in 
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey are refusing to let BP get 
away with its Baku-Ceyhan pipeline. 

And on top of all this are the visionary 
attempts to unite the many struggles for 
climate justice, the most established be- 
ing the Oilwatch network of southern- 
based groups, which has just issued a 
declamatory call for a "global cam- 
paign against a civilization based 
on oil." There's also the Durban 
Declaration on Carbon Trading and 
Rising Tide, a network for climate- 
justice direct action, with groups in 
the UK, Australia and New Zealand 
and a strong link to Peoples' Glob- 
al Action. Rising Tide was one of the 
groups promoting a global day of action 
against climate change on July 8, coin- 
ciding with the last day of the G8 Summit 
(see EF!J September-October 2005). 
Beneath the empty rattle of the establish- 
ment's hypocritical posturing on climate change, a healthy 
roar of indignation is starting to be heard. Time is short, 
and the roar is still far from fierce enough to get where we 
need to go, but the seeds are sown and the inspiration is 
there to draw upon. Let's get out there and start building a 
post-oil world of peace, freedom and climate justice! 

For more information, contact London Rising Tide, 62 
Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK; risingtide.org.uk. Or 
visit www.sinkswatch.org; www.carbontradewatch.org; 
www.agp.org. 

Harry Helios has an abiding love of alliteration and pseud- 
onymity. He also works and plays with London Rising Tide, 
Art Not Oil, London Action Resource Centre and Peoples' 
Global Action. 
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to Build a New Civilization 



artwork by Philippe Ames 


t> 


BY OlLWATCH INTERNATIONAL 

Never before has the relationship between oil and the 
networks of power that control the world been so clearly 
understood. Behind the worst wars of the last century and 
the current. Behind the waste of industrial, economic and 
financial resources. Behind the instability and impoverish- 
ment of many nations. Behind innumerable state coups, 
dictatorships and manipulations of democracy. Behind 
the age-old exploitation of workers. Behind the most dan- 
gerous chemical industries. Behind the systematic extinc- 
tion of indigenous peoples. Behind the contamination of 
the world's fresh water, the water of the seven seas and the 
air of our cities. Behind the accumulation of enormous 
amounts of chemical and plastic wastes. Behind climate 
change that includes cyclones, floods and hurricanes that 
are ever more extreme. Behind the appearance of numer- 
ous degenerative illnesses and therefore, behind the ex- 
tinction of life on the planet... 

Is Oil. 

The 20th century was the century of mass poisoning of 
life all over the planet. This poisoning is the product not 
only of the wastes caused by the extraction of oil, spills on 
land and sea, and acid rain, it is also the consequence of 
agrochemicals, persistent pollutants, fuels, polycyclic aro- 
matic hydrocarbons, pharmaceuticals, hospital wastes and 
other components produced from oil. These are being ac- 
cumulated on the planet... and they are killing the Land. 

We have suffered the worst threats to the sovereignty of 
our nations due to wars and intrigues caused by oil. The 
large empires define their economic and military power in 
relation to the possibilities of obtaining their own black 
gold or obtaining secure access to it in other regions. 

The 20th century created, from its industrial oil bases, a 
culture founded on a pattern of addictive material and en- 
ergy consumption that has crippled hundreds of millions 
of people, while confronting and exterminating thousands 
of traditional cultures, separating them from their healthy 
and ecological customs. Only a very few have managed to 
survive, in a way that is ever more one of isolation, impov- 
erishment and defenselessness. 

While this occurs, we have accepted each of these aggres- 
sions separately. Or worse still, we have fought amongst 
ourselves: inhabitants of one country against another, 


people from the north against those from the south, the 
urban poor against indigenous and peasant people, those 
ill from consumption against pacifists, those who propose 
against those who criticize.... 

Looking at each struggle from a distance, it is difficult 
not to see the profound connections between them. 

The struggle to stay healthy and eat well, the fight for 
clean sources of energy, the fight for a sustainable and 
sovereign agriculture, the fight for decontamination and 
against global warming, the fight against transnational 
companies that expropriate our natural resources, the 
fight for peace in the world... these depend to a great ex- 
tent on our ability to jointly resist the oil industry and the 
civilization it sustains. 

Meanwhile, it seems evident that the transition into a 
new civilization requires the creation of scientific, cultural 
and environmental alternative technologies — as well as 
new economic, political and cultural mechanisms that will 
allow the reconstruction of peace and equality among peo- 
ples, recover our health, restore our environment, renegoti- 
ate international debt, compensate for the pillaging of the 
countries of the south and assure justice everywhere. 

For us, a clear path is shown by the fight of the peasant, 
fishing and indigenous communities that face a frontline 
battle against globalization and neoliberalism — defending 
their right to live on their lands with autonomy and with- 
out physical, cultural or environmental aggressions, even 
those that are considered "symbols of progress." But we 
need to listen to each other, so that we may think of solu- 
tions that take into account, in a global form, the prob- 
lems of us all. 

Which are the organizations and networks that could 
start a positive collaboration in the fight against the oil civ- 
ilization? Which are the most important local and global 
movements that we cannot ignore in our efforts? Which 
are the new initiatives that we could and should invent? 

Oilwatch is inviting sympathetic networks to initiate a 
joint dialogue of our struggles and launch a global cam- 
paign against the civilization based on oil. We invite you to 
send opinions, considerations and ideas that may consoli- 
date this concept, so that we can build a way together. 

Oilwatch was bom from the need to develop global strategies 
and support for the communities affected by oil operations. For 
more information, visit www.oilwatch.org.ee. 
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The War of 

100 Years 

Latin America’s second 
independence or bust 


by Christian Guerrero 

In Latin America, a war is brewing. Very soon, a world- 
wide resource grab led by the US will shake up this part of 
the world, just as it has in the Middle East, to supply the 
modernized consumer markets (rich countries) with cheap 
energy and labor for the next century to come. Enemies are 
being created, lines are being drawn, and the sentiments of 
the masses are being played on to ensure that there will be 
large revolutionary armies that will fight the US-led inva- 
sion. The allies, if they weren't already consolidated, are 
being bought for cheap, with merely the promise of being 
spared in this epic saga of the "War of 100 Years.” 

This phrase and premise are 
taken from a number of proclama- 
tions by the Venezuelan govern- 
ment and its charismatic president, 

Hugo Chavez Frias. As the story 
goes, the Bush administration is 
attempting to assassinate Chavez, 
in the hopes of replacing him with 
a US-friendly representative of the 
Venezuelan elite. If this plan suc- 
ceeds, Venezuela is prepared to im- 
mediately cut off all shipments of 
oil to the US. Currently, Venezuela 
is the world's fifth-largest exporter 
of "black gold," supplying the US 
alone with 1.3 million barrels a day. 

With this checkmate move, George 
W. Bush would have no other choice but to knock over 
the chess board and invade Venezuela, bringing about the 
prophesied war to prevent the economic collapse of the 
US and the world's financial systems. And since Latin 
America is a region full of inspiring rebellions and strong 
social movements, which have been made to understand 
that they all have a common enemy, the people of this 
region will rise up in a war against the US to defend their 
fatherlands, their cultures, their indigenous heritage and 
their resources — for the next 100 years to come. But there 
may be something else going on behind the scenes of this 
too-inevitable tale. 

In the last decades, America Latina has virtually exploded 
onto the stage of global politics, as if awakening from 500 



years of forgetful- 
ness and marginal- 
ization. All over the 
greater Latin continent, 
rebellion and resistance 
movements are standing 
up to their oppressors and 
the culture of political corrup- 
tion, taking back their power 
long denied. From the resource 

wars for natural gas and water in Bolivia to the politi- 
cal deterioration in Ecuador and the massive uprisings 
in Argentina after its economic collapse, the pressure- 

cooker whistle of social politics 
is screaming, and the pot is red 
hot — and by the looks of things 
from the outside, it seems like 
the lid is about to blow off. 

For its part, the US govern- 
ment is constantly tightening 
its grip on the region through a 
three-fold submission-hold — po- 
litical, economic and military. 
And then there are the sketchy 
international financial institu- 
tion types, such as the World 
Bank, the International Mone- 
tary Fund and the other regional 
development banks that claim 
to be fighting poverty but, more 
often than not, are finding ways to squeeze timely debt 
payments out of impoverished countries. 

If this isn't enough drama for the region, we can al- 
ways tune in to the daily diplomatic soap opera and find 
out what Condoleezza said about Fidel, or what Hugo said 
about George, and who's sleeping with whom — the simpli- 
fied protagonist-antagonist duality of the revolutionaries 
vs. the conservatives. We get to feel the bravado of David 
standing up to Goliath, and we get to wave our flag-colored 
pompons, helping to beat the war-drums of resistance. In 
this way, we all get drawn into the polarized battle of ideas; 
we all get to choose our favorite characters and episodes. But 
this is not just a TV reality show; this is the fine line between 

continued on next page 


It’s important for us to recognize 
how the masters of war will create 
and use each other as enemies to 
justify leading us toward the end 
of the story already written — the 
war for the remaining essential 
resources on Earth, 
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continued from previous page 
entertainment and war. 

This is called Psychological 
Warfare 101. Most of the "independent 
media" covering the topic has, to a large ex- 
tent, contributed to this warmongering by not 
offering a more critical analysis of the on-the- 
ground reality in Latin America, tending to just 
"report on" the hostile comments and retaliations 
made by the talking heads of the political show. 

And what does this have to do with Earth First!? Well, 
in the story's plot, there's also a fine line between defend- 
ing the Earth and defending your enemy's enemy. For many 
of us, the no-brainer that we have a common enemy in Bush 
makes it hard to accept that his enemy, Chavez, may not be 
a friend of the Earth either; it's even harder to speculate that 
they may even be on the same team. But when the ecologi- 
cal collapse draws a line in the sand, Bush and Chavez won't 
find themselves on opposite sides. 

While the Bush administration accuses left-leaning 
governments in Latin America, especially Venezuela, of 
fanning the flames of the political instability in the re- 
gion, and everybody seems more than convinced that 
the CIA was behind the business-led military coup that 
temporarily removed Chavez from power for 48 hours in 
April 2001, trade between the US and Venezuela has actu- 
ally improved considerably. Aside from an increased flow 
in manufacturing and textiles, the last few years have also 
seen Chavez hand over major concessions of heavy crude 
and natural gas from the Orinoco Belt and the large off- 
shore reserves of the Plataforma Deltana, respectively, to 
Shell, Chevron and other major US and European oil and 
energy companies. 

Self-proclaimed leftist elected governments across Latin 
America, using the current "democratic openings" that 
their nations find themselves in, have recreated develop- 
ment plans and trade agreements with the same underly- 
ing neoliberal goals as their more right-wing neighbors like 
Colombia and Chile. Since Chavez's presidency began in 
1998, unpopular industrial mega-projects — previously de- 
feated by broad, national alliances — have been recycled, 
renamed and given a new opportunity within the newly 
created context of the "Bolivarian socialist revolution." 
Other so-called progressive, leftist governments — repre- 
sented by populist leaders who have come from "our" 
ranks — have also replicated this pattern in their countries. 
While we turned our attention away from the struggles in 
these nations, believing that wild places and peoples were 
safe in the hands of these progressive leaders, record lev- 
els of deforestation, mining and oil exploitation have oc- 
curred — still in the name of Westernized progress, but now 
with the added rhetoric of revolutionary change. 

To pick the most alarming example, while much has 
been written on Plan Puebla Panama and the long-term 
master plan behind this regional development project, 
little attention has been given to the true mother lode of 
integration initiatives: the South American Regional In- 
frastructure Integration Initiative (URSA). Financed largely 
by the aforementioned iffy regional development banks 
and requiring continued investments and commitments 
from every country on the continent, URSA would tie to- 
gether all the major industrial infrastructure across South 


America — heavy cargo transportation routes, wa- 
ter resource diversions, dams, industrial ports, hy- 
drocarbon pipelines and long-distance energy 
grids and stations — all facilitating the 
massive exploitation and expor- 
tation of the continent's vast 
natural resources (see EF!f July- 
August 2005). 

Using the legend of Simon 
Bolivar, the "Liberator" of the 
Andean countries, and his aspira- 
tions for a unified Latin America of 
sovereign republics, the script-writ- 
ers of the Bolivarian Movement — who 
are more often Colombian guerrilla leaders 
than Venezuelan government officials — have 
plotted a new historical trajectory for the whole 
region, and have marketed it as Latin America's sec- 
ond independence. They have advertised regional 
energy-sector mergers such as Pertocaribe, Petrosur- 
america and Carbosuramerica — joint ventures be- 
tween state oil and mining companies and private 
Latin American firms — as the culmination of Bolivar's dream: 
South America taking care of itself, sharing what it has be- 
tween the countries in the region. 

There are, however, a few inconsistencies to this "regional 
integration" story. One is the relationship of governments 
with the US. For example, Colombia — the largest recipient 
of US military aid in the hemisphere — has made substantial 
progress in the projects outlined by URSA. It would be easy 
enough to call the projects in Colombia expansions of US 
imperialism, since they involve heavy investment in envi- 
ronmentally and socially destructive infrastructure for the 
sole purpose of extracting cheap raw materials (especially 
energy resources) from the most biologically diverse region 
in the world. But when we assess the motives behind the 
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"regional cooperation" initiatives that are being developed 
within the URSA framework by the Venezuelan "Bolivar- 
ian" government, one must apply the same criteria to these 
development projects — continued investment in destruc- 
tive industries for the majority benefit of northern consum- 
ers. In other words, IIRSA can't be US expansionism in one 
country and revolutionary integration in the other. 

As the Zapatistas say in their recently released Sixth Dec- 
laration from the Lacandon Jungle, "The neoliberal glo- 
balization of capitalism is based on exploitation, plunder, 
contempt and repression to those who resist it — in other 
words, the same as before, but only now globalized." This 
is important for Earth Firstlers to keep in mind when we 
hear about the need to blindly support romantic struggles 
throughout Latin America. There will be no stone 
left unturned in capital's search for profit, and 
every place on Earth is a sacrifice zone. 

This "globalization" of the war on the 
Earth also has implicated our resistance, 
and we risk becoming its unwitting tools. 

Our movements and struggles have extend- 
ed across national borders and continents. 

We are now defending the Earth on 
an international front; we are truly 
everywhere. And because of this 
reality, we in the Earth First! move- 
ment have aligned ourselves in 
solidarity with struggles that aren't 
necessarily Earth-centered, but are 
a part of the greater social struggle to 
end tyranny. However, there is a real 
cost to our Earth-centered movement 
when we identify with these wide- 
ranging social struggles around the 
world. We are aligning ourselves 
with objectives that may not be our own. 

While it's obvious that we must end the destruc- 
tion of the Earth — primarily caused by the dispropor- 
tionate level of material wealth consumed by industrialized 
countries — it's not so clear where most of us stand on the 
continued techno-industrialization of the "under-devel- 
oped" countries. While preserving a healthy environment 
may seem characteristic of the overarching political trend 
of progressive movements around the world, the leaders of 
Latin American, leftist political movements are not all nec- 
essarily convinced of putting the Earth first. In fact, what 
seem to be growing calls for the end to US and European 
expansionism in the region are really code words for: "We 
want the gringos to stop stealing the biggest piece of the pie, 
so that we may have it ourselves." To the majority of leftists 
in the "developed" world who want to build solidarity with 
the social struggles of the Global South, this demand is not 
only justified, but has been a long time coming. 

But there's a grave flaw in this reductionism of think- 
ing that it's only the gringos who perpetuate inequality. 
The South American elites have just as much intention 
of mining the Earth of all its resources for a profit as their 
northern counterparts. And the Latin American upper, 
middle and lower classes aren't all completely ready to 
forego 21st-century, automation and comfort. For us "rad- 
ical ecologists," the dilemma is two-fold. On the one hand 
is the struggle to reduce the amount of natural resources 


consumed by the "First" World, so that there may be more 
natural resources for the rest of the world to use in its un- 
hurried development. On the other hand is the struggle 
of most moderates and liberals to lift the "Third" World 
out of poverty and up to the "First" World's level of ma- 
terial wealth. Yet having a whole world consume on the 
same level as the US, Europe or Japan would mean sudden 
death for most life on the planet. 

It's important for us to recognize how the masters of war 
will create and use each other as enemies to justify leading 
us toward the end of the story already written — the war for 
the remaining essential resources on Earth. Hugo Chavez 
has taken full advantage of this role, being one of the most 
outspoken critics of the Bush administration and the US 
government. Championing the fight to lift his corner 
of the world out of abject poverty, offering petro- 
dollars to any social initiative he can get his 
name and face on. With these politically 
conditioned gifts and declarations, 
Chavez and his Bolivarian revolution, 
are becoming the leadership and van- 
guard of all the social pressure build- 
ing up south of the US. 

But for Chavez's closest associ- 
ates and investors— the biggest and 
most favored being the all-stars of 
Big Oil, such as Chevron, Shell 
and ExxonMobil — this arrange- 
ment couldn't get any better. It's a 
virtual green light to accelerate the 
| industrial development and exploi- 
tation of the largest reserves of crude 
oil, natural gas, coal and other miner- 
als in the hemisphere — and sacrifice any 
forest, river, sea or living community that 
lives above them. Anybody who raises an 
objection or stands in the way is, by default, 
a counter-revolutionary and a Bush supporter. 

There will be no war in Latin America, other 
than the ones already being fought. The broad sen- 
timent for social change and justice expressed by la gente 
de America Latina is valid, and we should support it. But 
when Chavez offers subsidized heating oil and gasoline 
to the US poor, we should understand the political strings 
attached — he's buying our loyalty with 10 to 20 percent 
"cheaper" oil. When Chavez calls Bush "Mr. Danger," 
we should have our laugh and agree that the US govern- 
ment is dangerous to the world. However, what we must 
remember is that all governments — leftist or conservative, 
socialist or fascist — work together to keep the machines 
of the global death system alive. Some, like the US and 
its allies, work with the obvious intention of entrenching 
the world deeper into their hegemony. Others work with 
the stated claim of reforming the system's shortcomings 
with "popular democratic participation" — but all of them 
are committed to their goal of industrial and economic 
growth, which means the continued destruction and de- 
terioration of the Earth and all that is wild. Our revolution 
will not be funded by oil. 

Christian Guerrero is a thom-in-the-side whistleblower of 
leftist sell-outs who believe that we're buying into their "capi- 
talism with a human face "-compromised resistance. 
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The World Looks Different 

from Down Here 


An EFTer’s View 
from 

the Border 


by Ben Pachano 

T he world looks different from down here, in the 
land where North America becomes Latin America. 
Nearly five years ago, the Earth First! Journal relocated 
to Tucson, Arizona, from Eugene, Oregon. The new col- 
lective declared that the movement needed a shot in the 
arm and that Tucson was just the place to provide it. Tuc- 
son, they said, would give the Journal a better "frontline 
perspective" on "globalization and ethnic diversity." The 
move would help EF! broaden its struggle to embrace more 
indigenous, environmental justice and working class par- 
ticipation. To some, the claim seemed downright egotis- 
tical — what makes these desert rats think that they have 
more to teach us than anyone else? 

Living in Tucson over the past year and a half, I've 
come to realize that it’s not the Journal that has anything 
to teach. It's not Tucson, either, or even the city's diverse 
community of resistance — it's the Border itself. If you lis- 
ten, the Border will speak to you, and its message is one 
that certain segments of Earth First! need to hear. Badly. 

H ere in the Sonoran Desert, the Border cuts a 
physical and psychological scar across the landscape. 
It's obvious in some places — in the Berlin-Wall-style bar- 
rier that divides the sister cites of Nogales, Arizona, and 
Nogales, Sonora; in the Border Patrol SUVs that cruise the 
desert and man the checkpoints; in the piles of discarded 
water bottles and abandoned backpacks, dehydrated bodies 
and beaten dreams. In other places, you see its influence by 
looking just a little harder — it's in the dark-skinned laborers 
building luxury and tract homes; in the strident political 
rhetoric over border vigilantes and anti-immigrant ballot 


propositions; in the faces of saguaros and O'odham, who 
remind us that they were a part of this land long before 
an Atlantic crossing was even a gleam in the eye of that 
incompetent Italian. 

In the Borderlands, there's always a war staring you in 
the face. On one side, the paramilitary force called the 
Border Patrol stands arrayed with its helicopters, Hum- 
mers and ATVs; on the other side, more than 3,000 des- 
perately poor migrants dead since 1994; in the middle, the 
fragile landscape of the Sonoran Desert. 

So how is this different than the wars in inner cities, 
old-growth forests or Appalachian mountains? Because on 
the Border you can see with startling clarity that the divi- 
sions between ecological, social and indigenous struggles 
are an illusion, just one more tactic used by the powerful 
to divide our energy and split our focus. You see that EFIers 
should not be "incorporating" social justice or "adding" 
anti-racism to our organizing; if those things are not al- 
ready inextricably connected to our actions in defense of 
the Earth, then our ecology is too damn shallow. 


T he world looks different from Where I stand in 
history, a descendent of the Huari-conquered-by- 
the-Incas-conquered-by-the-Spaniards. All my life, I 
have been acutely conscious that this continent called 
America is the land of my ancestors, a land rich with a 
history and beauty all its own. After all, it was my an- 
cestors who domesticated the peanut and the potato, 
who farmed the same piece of land for thousands of 
years in an ecology that was profoundly American. 

Before the catastrophe of 1492, America's indigenous 
people roamed the continent with relative ease. And it 
is one continent, connected in culture and ecology from 
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south to north: from the pottery that spread north and 
south out of Colombia to the corn that blossomed in the 
highlands above the Yucatan to become a symbiotic pro- 
vider for peoples from New England to Tierra del Fuego; 
from the Alaskan camels that migrated south and became 
the llamas of the Andes to the South American puma who 
is also the cougar of North America. Even during the days 
of the Inca and Aztec empires, travelers, pilgrims and trad- 
ers still roamed freely across the continent's length. 

When the Europeans arrived, the rules of the game 
changed. With "Mexico" and "the US" on the map, bor- 
ders needed to be drawn and defended. When the US 
conquered half of Mexico in 1848 to fulfill its White An- 
glo-Saxon destiny, the lines were abruptly redrawn. 

So now in the desert near Tucson, the historical reality 
of a united America clashes with the colonial delusions of 
America's United States. Leave aside the obvious dilemma 
of trans-Border residents like the O'odham, jaguar, Apache 
and pronghorn antelope for the moment, and consider 
what lines on a map mean for the continent itself. The 
Maya who now die in the desert every Summer are cul- 
tural and biological cousins, via the Toltec, to the Hopi 
of northern Arizona. The "Mexicans" crossing the Border 
in defiance of US law are the descendants of people who 
have roamed this continent for thousands of years. Next 
time you hear the word "American," think about that. 

S O WHO IS DYING TO CROSS THIS IMAGINARY LINE IN THE 
desert, and why? In the simplest terms, it's Latin@s 
who can't make enough money to survive at home. Ever 
since European invaders destroyed the subsistence cul- 
tures of America, "workers" have migrated in search of a 
way to provide for their families. This kind of migration 
is as old as the US, but by all indications, the influx across 
the southern border has skyrocketed in recent years — one 
estimate suggests that it has tripled since 1994. 

In 1994, of course, the European death culture that 
crossed the seas in 1492 opened a new front in its ongoing 
war to destroy the last of America's indigenous and wild. 
The front was Mexico, and the weapon was the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

By rewriting various Mexican trade laws, NAFTA opened 
the agricultural lands of Mexico to assault by US agribusi- 
ness. Cheap subsidized com and other agricultural products 


were (are) "dumped" on the Mexican market at a price be- 
low the cost of production. Family farmers were (are) bank- 
rupted and forced off their lands in search of jobs that do 
not exist — not surprising, since the entire point of NAFTA 
was to exploit Mexico's "competitive" labor market to man 
the export-oriented maquiladoras. In other words, the system 
would break down if there were enough jobs for everyone — 
then the corporations would have to pay them too much. 

So every year, hundreds of thousands of displaced rural 
workers descend on the saturated job markets of Mexico's 
cities. Those who can't find work have to keep moving 
north. Others find jobs by working for below the market 
wage, forcing city residents out of their jobs, sending the 
urban population also moving north. There are people 
dying in the desert with college degrees, just as there are 
people who were only recently forced off the land that 
their ancestors had farmed for thousands of years. 

Joining the Mexicans are an increasing number of Cen- 
tral Americans, victims of economic and political systems 
that have never fundamentally changed from the Span- 
ish colonial governments; victims of US-sponsored "dirty 
wars" that in the 1980s forced people off their farms for 
the benefit of agribusiness. 

There's a word that we use to describe when wealthy 
foreign powers rob people of their land and culture, re- 
ducing them to the status of servants: colonialism. It's the 
frontlines of the war on the Earth. 

The Earth cannot be exploited if people will die to de- 
fend it, and time and again, the only ones seemingly will- 
ing to die for the Earth are the ones who depend on it for 
their cultural and physical survival. Earth-based cultures 
are this planet's first line of defense, and genocide has al- 
ways been a precursor to ecocide. Expect to see an increase 
in logging, mining, megadams and biopiracy in the lands 
that NAFTA has emptied; in fact, they are already in the 
works. And where these projects are being resisted, it is 
almost always the small farmers and indigenous commu- 
nities taking the risks and shutting them down. 


I F YOU don’t LIVE ON THE BORDER, YOU MAY THINK THIS 
has little or nothing to do with you. Maybe you think 
that I'm just another partisan, convinced that my issue is 
more important than yours. That's not the case. I'm not 
asking EF! to drop everything to work on Border justice; 

I'm asking EF! to listen to the lessons of this 
scarred and violent land. 

I'm asking you to realize that this scar reach- 
es far beyond the southern desert, into every 
community in the US. Your food is grown by 
the people forced into this country by the 
destruction of indigenous and semi-indig- 
enous subsistence farming. Meanwhile, the 
national debate over "illegal immigration" is 
increasingly dominated by groups such as the 
Minuteman Project, which uses racist and xe- 
nophobic rhetoric to stir up fear and hatred 
of the migrant and to build support for an 
increasingly militarized Border. Both of these 
ends serve US colonialism in Latin America. 

continued on next page 



Minuteman vigilantes and the Border Patrol stake out a 
stretch of the Arizona-Sonora Border. 
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continued from previous page 

On my way to the Round River Rendezvous this year, I 
drove past fields full of Latino laborers. Yet when I got to the 
gathering, there was a tremendous reluctance among the at- 
tendees to discuss race; sev- 
eral people suggested that 
race is only an important 
issue for those who live 
in "diverse" areas, like the 
South. I'll give these peo- 
ple the benefit of the doubt 
and assume that they don't 
understand the ways in 
which racial ideology has 
historically been used in 
the service of colonialism 
and ecocide. But we can't 
afford this ignorance any- 
more. The Minutemen are 
probably recruiting in your 
neighborhood; will EFIers 
be there to challenge them 
and their dangerous rheto- 
ric, as we have in Arizona? 

There's also a wider les- 
son to be learned from 
this divided land, one that 
goes beyond the plight of 
Latin America and its peo- 
ple. Ironically, when you 
stare at the Border long 
enough, it actually erases 
a division in your mind 
tal" and "human." 

Where is the division between social, environmental 
and economic justice when you talk about defending the 
Maya homeland? Where is it when you talk about demili- 
tarizing the Border and saving lives? Where is it when you 
oppose the racist fear-mongering that the powerful use to 
justify genocide and ecocide around the world? 

To divide these into sepa- 
rate issues, even mentally, 
seems to betray a dangerous 
and anthropocentric delu- 
sion: that humans somehow 
exist separate from nature; 
that the social structures we 
build are not determined 
by our culture’s relation- 
ship with the Earth; that the 
Earth’s health is not depen- 
dent upon what kinds of societies we build. 

Yet this anthropocentrism is, at the same time, human- 
denigrating; as if human struggles for social justice are noth- 
ing but a necessary distraction from our hue, ecological 
calling. "We wouldn't be good people if we didn't care about 
social issues," many EFIers seem to say, "but don't worry, we 
still devote most of our attention to the Earth." It's time to 
toss aside these elaborate justifications and accept, once and 
for all, that humans are special — and that human cultures 
are the most powerful tool in our Earth-defending toolbox. 


-the line between "environmen- 


To divide social and environmental 
justice into separate issues, even 
mentally, seems to betray a dangerous 
and anthropocentric delusion. 


In every creation story that I'm aware of, including 
those from cultures as biocentric as they come, humans 
are inevitably set apart from other animals — they are 
given special insights, powers and responsibilities. And 

that's fine. The wolves 
probably tell similar sto- 
ries about themselves. But 
we are not wolves; it's not 
our job to worry about 
their stories. It is our spe- 
cies that has placed all 
of life in danger. So who 
is going to stop the eco- 
cide and build a healthier 
world if not strong com- 
munities of humans with 
a profound connection to 
their bioregions? 

But we can never build 
these communities if we 
lock ourselves into the dead 
end of single-issueism — 
whether environmentalism, 
anti-racism, peace or even 
a vast collection of single 
issues tied together in our 
minds solely by a common 
oppressor. Alliances based 
around a common enemy 
have a tendency to disinte- 
grate when one partner wins 
a certain degree of privilege, 
and single issues and special interests do not inspire or unite. 
Only social relationships — and the moral obligations that 
follow when you let yourself truly care about someone — 
have that capacity. When was a revolution ever fought 
for a special interest? Revolutions are fought and won for 
a way of life. 

Fortunately, EF! is not an environmental movement, 
but a deep ecology movement. And deep ecology is the 

truest of social movements, 
because it encompasses all of 
our social worlds — the worlds 
of families and lovers, plants 
and animals, predators and 
prey. Deep ecology demands 
love and respect in every 
relationship between every 
living being. So as true deep 
ecologists, we will inevitably 
find ourselves working on 
social" or perhaps even "hu- 


A wall made from pieces of military landing 
strips divides Arizona and Sonora. 


causes that some view as 
man triviality." 

But if we are grounded in an understanding of the way 
that all of our destinies are connected, if we are always 
building authentic communities of Earth-based resistance, 
then we are in no danger of sliding into anthropocentrism. 
In fact, we are just rediscovering what so many Americans 
before us have known — the secret of being fully human. 

Ben Pachano is a Chuk'shon EFler. Defending mountain lions 
and hounding Minutemen — it's all in a day's work! 
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A locked-down, precedent-setting, dam-cracking 
wolf to the Direct Action Camp in eastern Iceland, 

which has pledged an all-out resistance to the construc- 
tion of the Karahnjukar hydroelectric megadam. Destroy- 
ing a large portion of Iceland's highland wilderness, the 
dam would provide power for an aluminum smelter to be 
built by Alcoa, a multinational 
company that has a long histo- 
ry of violating environmental, 
human and workers' rights. 

In classic Earth First! style, a 
group of protesters snuck onto 
the construction site 
earlier this year and 
unfurled a large banner 
with a black, painted 
crack along the dam's 
wall. In another action on 
July 19, a group of 20 dam 
resisters hiked into the construc- 
tion area, and four activists locked 
down to a company pickup tmck 
and a huge Caterpillar construction 
vehicle, thereby blocking two access 
roads. Thirteen activists were arrested 
but later released without charge. It 
was the first such action in Iceland's 
history — the police even had to come 
up with a word for "lockdown." 

A class-struggling, bicycle-riding wolf to 
the "common people" of Chizhou, China, who 
took to the streets in an eight-hour riot on August 9, 
after witnessing a businessman in his luxury sedan hit 
a bicyclist, causing him to fall to the ground. An argu- 
ment immediately ensued between the bike rider and 
the owner of the car, provoking the businessman to or- 
der his bodyguard to beat up the already injured rider. 
The riot that followed was described as a popular re- 
bellion, and it led to the overturning and burning of 
police vehicles and the businessman's car. By the end 
of the evening, 10,000 Chizhou residents had filled the 
streets. One local resident said, "When anger boils up in 
your heart so long, it has to burst." 

A border-prowling, anti-racist-howling, Mexi- 
can gray wolf to the Buenas Noches Brigade for 
driving away the California chapter of the Minutemen, 
a racist, paramilitary group advocating increased mili- 
tarization of the US-Mexico border. The Min- 
utemen have terrorized border residents 
with armed patrols of the area, violently 
apprehending whoever they think is an il- 
legal immigrant. 

A border fence that resembles the Berlin 
Wall, bright nocturnal floodlights, and 
aerial and off-road patrols are some exam- 
ples of the military buildup on the bor- 
der, affecting not only the people in the 
region, but also the natural surroundings. 

On July 28, with the objective of hunt-sabbing 
the Minute-kkklan's California desert outpost, the Bue- 
nas Noches Brigade, an affinity group of immigrant and 


human rights activists from the San Diego/Tijuana area 
and part of the Gente Unida Coalition, confronted the 
Minutemen patrols with loud music, drumming, danc- 
ing and readings of Chicano poetry, making it impossible 
for the vigilantes to catch migrants and causing them to 
give-up and go home. 


Wolves and Poodles 



A gas-guzzling, fume-inhaling, directionally 
challenged poodle to the Rotary Club of Cha- 
tham, Ontario, for deciding that the best way 
to raise money for a new "eco-center" in the 
proposed French Fort Cove development was 
to raffle off a brand-new Hummer in Septem- 
ber! Calling it a "Hum-dinger of a prize," the 
Rotary Club expressed no regrets about the 
ecological impacts of its prize choice. 

A baby-you-can-drive-my-car-culture 
poodle to Paul McCartney for announcing 
that his next US tour, this Fall, will be sponsored 
by the Lexus automobile company. "Lexus and I 
share the same philosophy and approach to cre- 
ating the best work possible," McCartney said. The 
Lexus sponsorship, which includes multiple market- 
ing opportunities throughout the tour, 
represents the first time the ex- 
Beatle has ever partnered 
with a commercial brand. 

A re-introduced cousin 
of the giant Pleistocene 
poodle to EF! co-founder Dave 
Foreman and the other co- 
authors of "Re-wilding North 
America," an article published 
in the August issue of Nature. Fore- 
man and friends propose introducing 
African cheetahs, elephants and lions into the 
North American wilderness in order to replace their now- 
extinct relatives. As University of Arizona Professor Paul 
S. Martin explains, many large mammals disappeared 
from the continent 13,000 years ago as a result of 
over-hunting, not climate change. 

These armchair enviros somehow forget that 
we're having a hard enough time restoring 
modern megafauna to ecologies that are 500 
years old! They also imply that indigenous 
populations destroyed an otherwise pristine 
ecology and that the intervening 12,500 
years of biological and cultural evolution 
did nothing to remedy this situation. 

The authors suggest that the more dramatic 
re-introductions should occur within wildlife parks or on 
private lands such as billionaire media-mogul Ted Turner's 
Ladder Ranch, where the Nature article was drafted. Can 
anybody say "American safari?" 



November-December 2005 Earth First! Page 19 



Monkey wrenching 

the Gentry 

Environmentalist) Racism and Urban Development 


BY PANAGIOTI TSOLKAS 

In a nutshell, environmental racism occurs when white 
privilege and supremacy play a role in deciding the fate of 
communities of color regarding issues like development, 
pollution and physical displacement. Examples would 
be an interstate plowing through a neighborhood to ac- 
commodate white, middle-class commuters — like 1-95 did 
through Overtown in Miami, Florida — or a garbage dump 
being sited in the backyard of a long-standing black com- 
munity, causing sickness in children and seniors — as in 
the Osbourne community of Lake Worth. The examples 
could continue for pages, starting with the initial coloni- 
zation of this hemisphere, following the footsteps of the 
Trail of Tears and the transatlantic slave trade into every 
inner city in the US. Understanding this history and its 
modern manifestations is of crucial importance to the 
radical ecology movement. 

By now, lots of folks have heard about the fight against 
the Scripps biotechnology facility in Florida (see EF!J No- 
vember-December 2004). Throughout the early debates 
over the Scripps plan, alternative locations were persistently 
proposed in attempt to keep the facility out of undeveloped 
Palm Beach County. Sadly, very few outspoken enviros 
were willing to denounce the biotech work that Scripps 
does (some for strategic reasons, others seemingly sold on 
the legitimacy of this mad research). Instead, they focused 
only on where the facility would be located. Thus, one of 
the alternate sites backed by the regional environmental 
activist community — which had built quite a groundswell 
of support by this point — was Riviera Beach. The story went 
that Scripps President Richard Lerner was cruising in his 
yacht on the intercoastal waterway when he saw the "deso- 
late-looking" Port of Riviera and thought that it might be 
a good spot for his biotech palace. The site, of course, was 
in the middle of a black community; the proposal reeked 
of gentrification. Scripps advocates, including real-estate 
developers and environmentalists alike, claimed that the 
research park would solve all of the city's social and eco- 
nomic problems. Yet even Riviera Beach officials, who were 
expected to jump at the opportunity for redevelopment, 
criticized the plan. The fast-track process that Scripps was 
on allowed for little-to-no say from the communities that 
would be affected and, eventually, massively displaced to 
make way for new infrastructure and housing to accom- 
modate Scripps employees and their families. 


White environmental activists and their lawyers were of- 
fering to call off all legal challenges in exchange for what 
they considered a quick victory. It was an all-too-famil- 
iar stab in the back from white eco-activists to communi- 
ties of color. In the end, Scripps refused to budge from its 
prime land, next to the J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management 
Area, allowing environmental alliances to remain intact. 
The debate offered a disturbing glance into the lack of in- 
tegrity and solidarity that even the most hardcore white 
conservationists and ecologists show when they have a 
chance at being tossed a bone from the political/industrial 
system. Without any input from black residents or even 
any regional black activists, "our" victory would have 
been only another ill-gotten gain. 

The Scripps debate in Palm Beach County is just one 
blatant example of a process that occurs all of the time in 
urban areas, usually unchallenged. Corporate interests de- 
cide the fate of neighborhoods, declaring themselves the 
saviors of these "blighted" areas. This urban re-coloniza- 
tion is merely the modern continuation of the "manifest 
destiny" that has swept the continent (and the planet) 
for the past several hundred years. In fact, the sometimes 
subtle shift of economic class that gave birth to the clum- 
sy term "gentrification" has since given way to what re- 
sembles more of a scorched-Earth policy, where whole city 
blocks are evicted and leveled flat. It's undoubtedly an is- 
sue of environmental justice, and it has, fortunately, been 
making its way into EF! circles. 

Resisting gentrification is an incredible chance to build 
relationships with the diverse network of activists on the 
frontlines of this yuppie invasion — exiled immigrants, 
displaced indigenous people and small farmers, and long- 
standing black neighborhoods. These are often the first to 
feel the pressure, along with fixed-income senior citizens, 
white working-class folks, local businesses, artisans, artists 
and, somewhere in there, the radicals and activists who 
are often hanging from the fringes of the middle-class. 
For those of you who feel like you missed the chance to 
fight alongside the original North American resistance to 
colonization, if you're from a city then it’s probably com- 
ing back to your hometown. 

As romantic as the struggle against gentrification may 
sound to some of us, there are some pretty solid obsta- 
cles for white, middle-class activists to overcome. For one 
thing, the past five centuries of racial discrimination, kid- 
napping, slavery, forced relocation, indentured servitude, 
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rape, imprisonment, colonial occupation, military inva- 
sions, Jim Crow laws, police brutality, and white flight- 
caused urban ghettos — not to mention a whole list of 
global CIA coups — has led to an active, legitimate distrust 
of "white people" by the rest of the world's population. 

In recent bouts here in coastal South Florida, efforts to 
keep public, undeveloped land out of the hands of devel- 
opers have found anti-racist eco-radicals walking a strange 
line between solidarity with indigenous immigrants facing 
gentrification — a triple relocation for many Guatemalan/ 
Mayans who first lost land after the US-sponsored civil war 
and later fled their country because of an inability to subsist 
off the low prices of corn — and collaboration with sketchy, 
white, middle- and upper-class activists who are using their 
resources to fight big luxury developments for unrelated 
reasons. How much do we associate with people who are, 
for example, insulting and threatening toward immigrants 
and indigenous people, or who make racial insults toward 
public officials and are, in some cases, playing the same 
real-estate speculation games as the local elite? 

If you think this question is tough, how about a challenge 
closer to home: To what extent are we, the hip, young, ec- 
centric, paler-skinned radicals, part of that same gentrifi- 
cation process? Do we invite middle-class investment into 
low-income neighborhoods just by our presence? Are we 
like the canary in the mine, signaling to white, liberal yup- 
pies that it's safe to make that step back into the "scary" 
towns and cities that their (or our) parents abandoned to 
white flight a generation or two ago? Yeah, a lot of us are. 

So where do we go from here? Clearly, there are no easy 
answers. EF!, as a network and a direct-action movement, 
is evolving to further embrace the struggles for wildness on 
an urban front, and a current of anti-racist sentiment seems 
to be developing. We should continue to fight, not just 
against the roads that are reaching out like arteries from 
the heart of the urban, industrial nightmare, but also closer 


to the source of the nightmare's tainted stream of blood. 
Bringing radical ecology, green anarchy and militant eco- 
action into the places where a lot of us actually live can be 
a more honest and direct approach to confronting the civi- 
lized greed and domination that is killing the planet. 

This also means that we will be engaging in a battle 
where, very often, the stage has already been set for at- 
tacking racism head-on. It may be a humbling experience 
for many who are more accustomed to First- World wilder- 
ness campaigns to work in solidarity with urban folks and 
not always feel exalted as the hippie (or redneck) eco-sav- 
ior. Instead, we might feel the fulfillment of being part of a 
community that, while it may not be versed in the princi- 
ples of radical ecology or green anarchy per se, has experi- 
ences of resistance spanning a much wider spectrum than 
that of most middle-class, white activists — from Watts and 
Attica to Wounded Knee, Oka and Chiapas. If we're going 
to succeed in overcoming the massive system of industri- 
alism — and we have to — it's going to mean fighting side- 
by-side with the folks who have had to bear the bulk of 
the system's burden for centuries. And that means, first, a 
real commitment to fighting racism and white supremacy 
in our networks and affiliations, as well as in the broader 
society at large. There are some pretty impressive examples 
to look to and build from: Katuah EF!'s anti-KKK actions, 
More Gardens! in New York City, Victory Gardens in the 
Northeast and solidarity efforts in the Southwest around 
border issues. But there needs to be more on this list. 

Come on, Earth First!. I think we can do this. 

Inspired by john johnson, panagioti tries to remember to 
keep his name lowercase because he doesn't like capitalism 
either, and he uses his Greek name because his family isn't 
from England. Not that there's anything wrong with being from 
England— panagioti tries not to discriminate against anyone's 
identity, even people who happen to be descendents or residents 
of the nastiest of empires. 
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Mountain Justice Summer in the Coalfields and Streets of Appalachia 





o 

a piece of 
heaven 


by Skyler Simmons 

This Summer, in response to the 
overwhelming devastation of our bio- 
region by mountaintop removal (MTR) 
coal mining, Katuah Earth First! (KEF!) 
embarked on an ambitious and inten- 
sive three months of outreach, direct 
action and community organizing to 
stop this sickening industry dead in 
its tracks (see EF!J July-August 2005). 
Thirty-five arrests, thousands of dol- 
lars and an ungodly number of meet- 
ing-hours later, we decided to take 
a critical look at the ups, downs and 
all-arounds of Mountain Jus- 
tice Summer (MJS). Hopefully, 
other groups and campaigns 
can learn from our mistakes 
and successes. 

Our main goals for MJS were: 
to escalate resistance to MTR from a 
regional struggle to a national one; 
to raise awareness of the devastation 
of Appalachia by MTR; to empower, 
support and unify coalfield residents 
and groups; and, of course, to end all 
MTR and surface mining. We split our 
time between the four states currently 
affected by MTR: Kentucky, Virginia, 


Tennessee and West Virginia, with the 
last two getting the most attention. 

Many of us in KEF! got involved in 
the fight against MTR because of the 
overwhelming destruction it wreaks on 
our mountains, forests and rivers. But 
after working side by side with coal- 
field residents, we realized that MTR is 
as much an issue of human rights and 
economic justice as one of ecodefense. 
Our decision to put an equal emphasis 
on the human impacts of MTR played 
a major part in the successes of this 
Summer. Not only were we fighting 
to end MTR, we also demanded that 


the coal companies pay reparations to 
the communities they had looted dur- 
ing the past century. As a result of this 
position, we were taken more seriously 
by locals. 

A central component of MJS was 
our listening projects. We would go 
door-to-door in communities affected 
by MTR and ask people about their 


experiences. As the name implies, we 
were there to listen, not to preach or 
raise money. 

The results of these listening proj- 
ects varied widely. One day, you 
might not get past the first household 
because people were so eager to share 
their stories or take you four-wheel- 
ing all day, touring mine sites. Oth- 
er days, you might be greeted by a 
slammed door or a gun in your face. 

The listening projects helped us to 
identify the pressing issues in each 
area, as well as to link previously iso- 
lated individuals and communities 
who wanted to fight MTR. 
On the downside, we did 
not always pursue these new 
contacts, potentially losing 
valuable allies and our own 
credibility. 

The lack of follow-up was partially a 
result of a larger weakness of the Sum- 
mer: our scheduling. We had a preset 
schedule of which states we would be 
in throughout the Summer (a week in 
Virginia, a month in West Virginia, a 
couple of weeks in Kentucky and so 
on). Since we were obligated to be in 
our various host states when they had 


...fighting MTR is not a choice 
but a matter of survival. 
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projects and protests scheduled, we 
sometimes had to leave an area just 
when the ball got rolling. 

For example, while doing a listen- 
ing project in southwest Virginia, 
we discovered significant opposition 
to MTR within the coalfields there. 
However, we already had a big protest 
scheduled in Richmond a few days 
later, and West Virginia had a full 
plate for us immediately after. Thus, 
we ended up leaving an area that had 
a lot of potential before we really got 
to establish relationships with the lo- 
cals. This left some of the locals feel- 
ing abandoned after they had put a 
lot of energy into hosting us. 

I'm not sure if there was a way 
around this problem. We wanted to 
spend time in all of the states, and 
the time we spent in each one was 
up to the local organizers. Thus West 
Virginia and Tennessee received the 
most attention because locals there 
had the most resources to host MJS, 
while in Virginia there wasn't even a 
local group to work with. A main goal 
of ours for the future is to give much- 
needed attention and energy to the ar- 
eas that were neglected this Summer. 

MJS probably had the greatest impact 
in West Virginia. We were inspired and 
honored to work with the residents of 
the Coal River Valley and surround- 
ing areas, where fighting MTR is not a 
choice but a matter of survival. 

While there are other big dogs in the 
neighborhood, Massey Energy is one 
of the largest coal companies in West 
Virginia. It is definitely the most hat- 
ed, due to its violent, anti-union poli- 
cies, complete disregard for coalfield 
residents and horrific environmental 
practices. Coal River Mountain Watch 
had developed a list of five clear de- 
mands ranging from an end to MTR 
to a new elementary school (Massey's 
operations had poisoned the current 
one). Grandmothers were arrested 
while trying to present these demands 
to Massey officials, and a retired coal 
miner did a hunger strike on the steps 
of the state capitol. The media ate it 
up, and Massey spent millions on ads 
trying to discredit us. 

This focused strategy was lacking in 
other states. In Tennessee, we would 
protest at the Office of Surface Min- 
ing one day, go to the governor's of- 
fice the next and fuck with National 
Coal Company the day after that. 


While all of these entities deserved 
our wrath, there is something to be 
said for hammering away at a focused 
target. In West Virginia, this strategy 
paid off with a tangible victory: We 
stopped Massey from building a sec- 
ond coal silo next to an elementary 
school. While it was only a small bat- 
tle in the overall war against MTR, it 
was definitely a result of our persis- 
tence and focus. 

When we first started MJS, a lot of 
us in KEF! thought it was going to be 
a Summer in the woods — occupying 
mines, harassing shareholders and 
blocking roads. While we did our share 
of that, MJS was much more about lay- 
ing the groundwork for these types of 
actions through the far-less-glamorous 
work of community organizing, out- 
reach and building connections. This 
was frustrating at times, but the work 
paid off when our direct actions had 
community support and were carried 
out by the people who are personally 
affected by MTR. 

Looking back at our goals for MJS, 
where are we now? Well, we didn't 
stop MTR, but we never expected that 
to happen by the end of the Summer. 
Did we magnify the struggle from lo- 
cal to national and garner worldwide 
attention? Yes and no. Dedicated 
folks from around the country came 
to southern Appalachia to join the 
fight, and many others have promised 
to help out with solidarity actions in 
their hometowns. We occasionally re- 
ceived national and international at- 
tention, but by no means is MTR on 
the minds of every Jane and Joe in the 
country — yet. We did, however, create 
lasting relationships and a far stron- 
ger, united front against MTR. Local 
groups have had new energy injected 
into them, knowing that they are no 
longer alone, and they are now armed 
with new ideas on how to fight. 

We are going to continue the fight 
against MTR in the coalfields and on 
the streets. We're always looking for 
more dedicated folks to help out. See 
ya’ in the mountains! 

For more information, con- 
tact Three Rivers Earth First!, 
POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996; 
www.mountainjusticesummer.org. 

Skyler Simmons fantasizes about 
throwing CEO's of coal companies into 
sludge ponds when he's not busy chop- 
ping wood and digging gardens. 


Reclaiming 

Appalachia 

Mining Halted! 

by Calico 

The early morning sky sparkled 
on August 15, and Zeb Mountain 
was quiet, awaiting the rumble of 
dynamite that echoes daily through 
Elk Valley, Tennessee. 

Before workers arrived, Katuah 
EF!ers (KEF!) debilitated a car and 
quickly erected a tripod behind it 
at the front gate of the mountain- 
top removal mine site. Two people 
locked down to the car, one through 
the wheel well and one through the 
passenger door. A banner was hung 
from the tripod that read: "We 
Won't Stop Until You Do.” 



No getting past this. 


At approximately 5 a.m., a truck 
came barreling up the mountain 
with the intention of running over 
anything and anyone in its path. 
It stopped four feet away from the 
blockade, striking a woman who 
had moved to stop the truck from 
killing eight or more people. When 
the police arrived to assess the situ- 
ation, they declared that it was pri- 
vate property, and the coal goons 
could do what they wanted to re- 
move us. National Coal employees 
and police assaulted protesters and 
even shook one of the poles on the 
tripod, causing the person in lock- 
down to fall 30 feet. 

A total of 10 protesters were ar- 
rested. KEF! has filed battery charg- 
es against a National Coal employee 
and complaints against the Camp- 
bell County police. 
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The 




by the North American Animal Liberation Press Office 


Denouncing both the ELF and ALF, Michael Markarian, 
who works with the Humane Society of the US, stated: 
“We applaud the FBI and law enforcement authorities for 
trying to crack down and root out these criminals.” 


The animal advocacy movement 
is richly diverse, encompassing three 
major tendencies: animal welfare, 
animal rights and animal liberation. 
While all animal welfare and most 
animal rights groups insist on work- 
ing within the legal boundaries of so- 
ciety, animal liberationists argue that 
the state is irrevocably corrupt and 
that legal approaches alone will never 
win justice for the animals. 

Whereas animal liberationists 
have always urged a pluralist ap- 
proach and shown appreciation for 
all tactics including those of welfare 
groups, the converse, unfortunately, 
has not been the case. Numerous 
welfare and rights groups have criti- 
cized the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) for actions they think hurt the 


image of animal advocacy and alien- 
ate potential sympathizers. Many 
mainstream organizations have even 
pulled out of conferences including 
direct-action speakers. Such divisive 
actions have less to do with principle 
than with the economic demands 
of membership and a fear of being 
tainted with guilt by association. The 
more an organization has to lose, the 
more it strives to separate itself from 
militant aspects of the movement. 
For the Humane Society of the US 
(HSUS), a small empire is at stake. 

In recent years, HSUS — the largest 
animal advocacy group in the coun- 
try — has expressed increasingly open 
and vocal criticism of direct action 
and of groups such as the ALF. Yet 
in an August Newsday article entitled 


"Feds Turn Up the Heat on 'Ecoter- 
rorists,'" HSUS crossed a line by dem- 
onstrating far more solidarity with 
the police state than with the animal 
rights cause itself. Denouncing the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) and the 
ALF, Michael Markarian, executive 
vice president of external affairs for 
HSUS, stated: "We applaud the FBI 
and law enforcement authorities for 
trying to crack down and root out 
these criminals.” 

Fully aware of the unreliability of 
media sources, we contacted Markari- 
an to confirm that he was accurately 
quoted. He replied with this message: 

"In this case, my quote was accu- 
rate. The reporter asked me specifically 
about arson, and I told her in no un- 
certain terms that HSUS opposes such 
actions, and we believe that law en- 
forcement agencies have a duty to stop 
people from engaging in this conduct, 
no matter what cause they claim to rep- 
resent. As you know, HSUS has no quar- 
rel with peaceful civil disobedience, but 
we have been very vocal in opposing 
activities such as property destruction, 
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threats of violence, harassment and ar- 
son in the name of animal protection. 
We ask people to adhere to a code of 
conduct in how they treat animals, and 
we should be prepared to adhere to a 
civil code of conduct ourselves. 

"We have a tough enough challenge 
in asking people to accept the idea 
that animals should be included in our 
moral calculus. It increases our degree 
of difficulty when our movement asks 
people to accept illegal tactics. Final- 
ly, I'll add that I believe these actions 
hand a major strategic opportunity 
to our opponents. We cede the mor- 
al high ground to vivisectors, factory 
farmers and others when we resort to 
these tactics. If people in our move- 
ment didn't engage in these tactics, it 
would not be surprising to have agent 
provocateurs conduct similar actions, 
as a means of undermining the cred- 
ibility of the organizations and leaders 
of the movement." 

HSUS is trying to get the feds off its 
back, but only to turn them loose on 
others, as it "applauds” the actions 
of the police state and cheers the 
good guys in the "war on terrorism." 
What HSUS doesn't acknowledge is 
the important victories for animals 
that have been achieved through il- 
legal direct action. What it doesn't 
see is that it needs the "radicals" and 
"extremists" as a foil in order to po- 
sition itself as "mainstream" and "re- 
spectable." What it doesn't grasp is 
that what happens to any one aspect 
of the movement happens to all of 
it and that once the corporate-state 
complex goes .after the underground, 
the same machinery will grind away 


at the aboveground if it begins to 
grow effective to any degree. 

We solicited a response to HSUS's 
views from Kevin Jonas, the founder 
of Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) USA, a prominent spokesper- 
son for direct action, and someone 
who has been shoved around more 
than a bit by law enforcement agen- 
cies and officials: 

"It has always been my policy that 
it's not a good idea to air the move- 
ment's dirty laundry in public. Dis- 
putes, dramas and squabbles should 
be reconciled internally and not en- 
joyed by our opposition and exploited 
as a divide-and-conquer tactic by the 
FBI. To this end, I have tasted blood 
on more than one occasion from bit- 
ing my tongue. 

"Believe me, I get it. I understand 
that the more 'reputable' national 
welfare organizations feel they must 
keep their distance from the 'radical' 
efforts. Their pursuits are policy and 
potlucks in the hopes of setting not 
only a legislative agenda, but also in 
attempting to create a more compas- 
sionate culture. In a post-9/11, securi- 
ty-crazed, constitutionally challenged 
time, where animal-abuse lobbyists 
have adopted the Karl Rove playbook 
in attack ads, it can almost be forgiv- 
able that such large, right-of-center, 
mainstream organizations would in- 
sulate themselves from the organically 
grown, uncontrollable, nothing-to- 
lose, all-volunteer grassroots. Whether 
or not this distancing is a good idea 
or if the aims and objectives of such 
organizations are worthy of the 
continued on next page 


2.7 Million Animals 

Exterminated in 2004 

Public Employees for Environ- 
mental Responsibility (PEER) and 
Sinapu released a report on Sep- 
tember 7, stating that the federal 
government killed more than 2.7 
million "nuisance" animals in 
2004 — a million more than the 
previous year. 

More than 2.3 million starlings 
were eliminated, alongwith22,204 
crows, ravens and blackbirds, and 
10,806 geese and swans. Predator 
deaths included 397 black bears, 
359 cougars and 75,674 coyotes. 

"Wildlife Services killed more 
than five animals per minute, " said 
Wendy Keefover-Ring of Sinapu. 
"The toll on ecosystems wrought 
by this one agency is jaw drop- 
ping." More than 90 percent of 
the animals were killed by poison, 
often resulting in the widespread 
deaths of non-targeted species. 

According to PEER, "The public 
has no idea that a significant por- 
tion of the federal wildlife manage- 
ment budget is actually devoted 
to extermination." 

Wolf Restoration Ordered 

On August 19, a federal judge 
ordered the Bush administration 
to step up efforts to restore the gray 
wolf to Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont and New York. Judge J. 
Garvan Murtha found that the 
Department of the Interior had 
violated federal law in 2003 when 
it ruled that no further efforts to 
restore the wolf were required. 

The ruling sought to combine 
the upper Midwest region, where 
restoration has been successful, 
with the Northeast, in order to 
pretend that wolf populations 
were adequate across the entire 
21-state region. Murtha wrote that 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
"simply cannot... Tump together' 
a core population with a low to 
non-existent population outside 
the core area.” 
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continued from 
previous page 

tremendous re- 
sources devoted 
to them is another 
debate. 

"What's changed, 
though, is that it is not 
just distance that these monolithic 
organizations are hoping to create, 
but tactical hegemony. By orga- 
nizing boycotts of what were na- 
tional movement conferences, by 
forbidding their many hundreds of 
employees from even attending cer- 
tain demonstrations, by slandering 
grassroots efforts to their few do- 
nors and con- 
demning actions 
in the press, they 
seek to help the 
corporate state 
redefine what are 
acceptable forms 
of activism. 

"As if those 
fighting for ani- 
mals didn't already have enough 
enemies, these actions pick a fight 
amongst colleagues and divide the 
movement. Organizations such as 
HSUS have begun parroting the 
eighth-grade rhetoric of George W. 
Bush, with insinuations that you are 
with them (their politics of the po- 
lite), or against them. HSUS's acqui- 
sition of smaller organizations and 
corporate mergers with other large 
national groups speaks to this at- 
tempt at hegemony and the triumph 
of a welfarist agenda at the expense of 
a rights/liberation position. 


"The actions of the factory 
farms and vivisection labs are 
far more egregious than any- 
thing HSUS does, and they war- 
rant all of the precious little time 
we have — but recent statements 
by HSUS have given me cause to 
wonder where its allegiances truly 
lie. When Markarian applauded the 
FBI for 'trying to crack down and root 
out these criminals,' this was both po- 
litically distasteful and very, very per- 
sonally troubling. 

"The 'criminals’ Markarian is refer- 
ring to are the unknown number of 
courageous activists risking their lives 
and liberty to free tortured animals 
and damage the mechanisms that 
cause their suffering. These 'criminals' 
also include activists like myself and 
six others who are to stand trial in 
2006 — not for taking anything, break- 
ing anything or even trespassing, but 
simply for having the goal of shutting 
down Huntingdon Life Sciences, a no- 
torious animal-testing lab. 

"In the eyes of HSUS, I am a crimi- 
nal because I am young, passionate, 
take risks and am unabashed in my 
criticism of those who would ever 
dare raise a scalpel to the throat of a 
beagle puppy. I am a proud animal 
rights activist and apparently do not 
belong to the same movement that 
HSUS is seeking to homogenize. 

"When Markarian and HSUS ap- 
plauded the FBI, they took the right 


“In the eyes of HSUS, I am a criminal because I am young, 
passionate, take risks and am unabashed in my criticism of 
those who would ever dare raise a scalpel to the throat of a 
beagle puppy,” responds SHAC USA Founder Kevin Jonas. 


to disagreement a step too far. They 
are applauding the agency that drew 
four pistols on my dog and threatened 
to kill him, the agency that spent six 
months listening to my most per- 
sonal and intimate phone conver- 
sations with family and friends, the 
agency that threatened to subpoena 
my dying grandfather to a grand 
jury investigating his grandson, the 
agency that ransacked my home and 
stole everything from CD collections 
to family photo albums. They are 
cheerleading the agency that is today 
trying to send me to jail for 23 years 


for only my speech-related activity 
within a legal protest campaign. 

"When Markarian and HSUS clap 
for the FBI, they are supporting the 
same agency that tried to ruin Martin 
Luther King, Jr., that framed and even 
murdered anti-war activists of the '70s 
and that covered up the car bombing 
of prominent environmental activist 
Judi Bari. HSUS is standing behind a 
government force that is trying to do 
the same thing to the animal protec- 
tion movement that it has tried (and 
succeeded) to do to virtually every 
other social justice struggle in recent 
US history. 

"It is a new level of naivete and 
treachery to think that we can find 
allies amongst the army of the op- 
pressor. It is a position that does not 
meet the test of history or ethics. It 
is a position of inconsistency, for 
HSUS to not support direct action 
for animals because it is illegal and 
considered violent by some, while 
applauding the FBI, which has a long 
and documented history of crimi- 
nal fraud and murder. This position 
is almost as outlandish as the belief 
that we as a movement can tackle the 
world's single greatest oppression and 
prejudice — the violent exploitation of 
animals — by simply being polite and 
patient, when no human-centered so- 
cial justice struggle has ever succeed- 
ed using such tepid tactics. 

"I am tired of biting my tongue. 

I don't want to 
be quiet anymore 
while the execu- 
tives at HSUS — 
who take six-figure 
salaries and some 
still even eat the 
animals that we 
are fighting for — 
condemn the risk- 
takers and courageous few that gave 
this movement its birth and its contin- 
ued hope. This is a debate and dialogue 
that needs to take place, but sadly, you 
will only find one side willing to sit at 
the table of reconciliation. HSUS and 
others seek to silence this voice of 
dissent and retreat behind the same 
tired platitudes used by animal abus- 
ers evading confrontation. 

"We humans are quarrelsome ani- 
mals and will never agree about ev- 
erything, but certain common ground 
and respect can be reached if we can 
stop the vilification. As a start, this 
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is the challenge I give to Markarian, 
Wayne Pacelle and all those who 
represent HSUS: The next time you 
have the opportunity to comment 
on militant direct-action tactics in 
a news publication, condemn the 
lab employees or feedlot operators 
whom we are united against, and 
spare those who support the tough 
tactics that this movement needs to 
achieve its goals." 

If HSUS is right that this move- 
ment can win justice for animals (or 
really, according to its stated goals, 
improve the welfare of the animal 
slaves) through education and legis- 
lation alone, then why are more ani- 
mals being tortured to death today 
than 20 years ago? Why is the main- 
stream movement barely able to do 
anything more than increase the size 
of cages and bring about "humane 
slaughter?" Why is it helping corpo- 
rations polish their public image and 
mitigate consumer guilt over eating 
murdered animals? 

There are lessons to be learned from 
the recent history of the environmen- 
tal movement. As Mark Dowie de- 
scribes in his book Losing Ground, the 
big, mainstream US environmental 
groups that emerged in the 1970s — the 
so-called "Gang of Ten" — clamored for 
respectability and political influence as 
they sold out, compromised, pandered 
to power and even thwarted grassroots 
radicals, while growing into bloated 
bureaucracies that craved business stu- 
dents more than acute activists. The 
same pattern has emerged in the ani- 
mal advocacy movement, and it is 
a worrying trend. 

But just as Paul Watson broke 
with the conservativism of 
Greenpeace to create the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society 
and confront the bastards who 
kill animals with impunity on 
the high seas, just as the founders 
of Earth First! renounced the futil- 
ity of mainstream environmental 
tactics and organizational corrup- 
tion in order to spawn an important, 
militant, direct-action approach, and 
just as the ELF emerged to take the 
defense of the Earth to the next lev- 
el, so there will always be a militant 
animal rights/liberation movement 
emerging in appropriate response to 
the increasing enormity of animal 
suffering that is tragically paralleled 


by the ineffectiveness of mainstream 
approaches. 

Opposition to direct action is the 
last refuge of speciesism. The ALF, 
SHAC and other direct-action groups 
are employing the tough tactics nec- 
essary to help animals, and they are 
effective where other approaches fail. 
Ask any animal "advocate" who op- 
poses the use of high-pressure and 
illegal tactics on behalf of animals if 
they also oppose the historical use 
of sabotage and even violence to free 
human beings in wars of indepen- 
dence and liberation, and you will 
expose the latent speciesist view that 
animals do not merit liberation "by 
any means necessary." 

The broad animal advocacy move- 
ment needs each and every effec- 
tive tactic that helps the animals. It 
is time to turn the tables on main- 
stream criticism of direct action and 
to ask instead whether it is not, in 
fact, mainstream approaches that do 
more harm than good, as they cozy 
up with corporations, defend the 
murderous and violent police state, 
and trumpet the message that ex- 
ploiting animals is acceptable so long 
as you do it "humanely." 

We're in this fight for animals togeth- 
er. The underground and direct-action 
movement doesn't expect solidarity 
from aboveground and mainstream 
groups like HSUS — but it does hope, 
at the very least, that the noble and 
uncompromising cause of abolition- 
ism will not be vilified and betrayed by 
those courting favor with corporations 
and the state. 







University Bids to Silence 

Anti-Vivisectionists 

This August, in an attempted 
contract-violating land grab, the 
U niversity of Wisconsin-Madison 
offered one million dollars for a 
property that had already been 
sold to the Primate Freedom 
Project for its National Primate 
Research Exhibition Hall. Animal 
rights groups claim that the uni- 
versity's offer to pay so much for 
a property worth only $ 1 50,000 is 
an attempt to silence the critics of 
primate vivisection. 

The property in question lies di- 
rectly between the Harlow Primate 
Laboratory and the Wisconsin 
National Primate Research Center, 
two of the most notorious primate 
research facilities in the country. 
The exhibition hall will highlight 
the historical and current abuses 
of monkeys and apes in publicly 
funded experimentation. 

Maxxam Wins Cash, 

Fires Workers 

Charles Hurwitz, chairman 
and chief executive of Maxxam/ 
Pacific Lumber (PL), will receive 
$72.3 million after a judge ruled 
in August that federal banking 
officials had filed baseless legal 
actions against Hurwitz on behalf 
of California environmentalists. 

The judge agreed with Hurwitz 
that a 1995 probe into a savings 
and loan failure was a politically 
motivated effort to force Hurwitz 
to turn over critical portions of 
the Headwaters Forest in Hum- 
boldt County. 

At the same time, Scotia Pacific, 
PL's timber-holding subsidiary, 
announced that it would fire a 
third of its workforce, includ- 
ing science staff responsible for 
ensuring compliance with en- 
vironmental laws. Although the 
company only narrowly avoided 
bankruptcy in July, a massive 
amount of its money is still being 
transferred to Maxxam. 
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The Rise and Rise of the 



by Max Gastone 

For the anti-vivisection movement, 
the last five years have been ones 
of tremendous change while full of 
spectacular successes. Some, like the 
victorious battle to shut down the 
Newchurch guinea-pig farm, are ob- 
vious. The campaign demonstrated a 
powerful commitment from the activ- 
ists who saw through a tough, six-year 
struggle with constantly hard-hitting 
actions that were often as outrageous 
as they were innovative. Less tangible 
is the effect that the movement has 
had on the vivisectors themselves, yet 
which is summed up by the reason 
one scientist gave for avoiding vivi- 
section: "I am trying to lunatic-proof 
my life as much as possible." 

Perhaps more significantly, the 
grassroots anti-vivisection movement 
has matured. It now has a sense of 
purpose and focus unparalleled in its 
history. The learning curve has been 
steep, but campaigners have finally 
developed strategies to actually bring 
about the end of vivisection. There's 
still talk of decades, but instead of 
nebulous goals, there are now specific 
plans as to how this will be achieved. 


These days in the UK, it is common 
to hear the "animal rights mob" de- 
nounced as terrorists by politicians, 
newspapers and other commenta- 
tors — especially when it comes to 
vivisection. This attitude is not based 
on specific actions or tactics, but on 
a revolution in how campaigns select 
their targets. 

Newchurch is the latest vindication 
of this new strategy, which has devel- 
oped over the last decade. For a good 
number of years, the strategy was to 
take out the smaller, individual play- 
ers in the vivisection industry, in par- 
ticular those supplying the animals 
to vivisectors. The reasoning was that 
without animals, it would be impos- 
sible to do research. There is little 
doubt that this has made it harder to 
obtain some species, but it failed to 
take into account the large numbers 
of animals coming from abroad. 

In hindsight, the campaigns such 
as Newchurch and Hillgrove Cat 
Farm have had more important con- 
sequences: They increased reliance 
on the transportation of animals into 
the UK, and they gave the grassroots 
groups a chance to learn and develop 
many of the tactics refined over the 


last five years. These campaigns cre- 
ated a focus on the infrastructure of 
the targeted businesses, rather than 
generalized protest. Organizers aimed 
at taking out key parts of the vivisec- 
tion enterprise, often putting pres- 
sure directly on the staff — the logic 
being that without workers, there is 
no business. 

A major shift came with the launch- 
ing of the Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC) campaign. Hunting- 
don Life Sciences (HLS) was the largest 
animal research contractor in Europe, 
worth half a billion dollars in 1992, 
and a significant player in the animal 
research industry. Long a target of 
protesters, HLS was rocked by a 1996 
television expose, which left it in a 
weakened state. In 1999, campaign- 
ers fresh from the victory at Hillgrove 
formed SHAC, and HLS became the 
number one target of grassroots anti- 
vivisectionists. 

The campaign continues today, but 
it has become larger than just one 
company. It has developed and refined 
new strategies that have left the entire 
vivisection industry floundering. 

The insight of the new anti-vivisec- 
tion strategy was that any company 
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depends on a variety of other compa- 
nies in order to survive. SHAC start- 
ed by using capitalism against itself; 
shareholders and market makers were 
targeted and brought to their knees. 
This was done to hit at the heart of 
HLS's finances, as its ability to raise 
money and take orders was closely 
linked to the value of its stock. The 
share price duly crashed, and HLS was 
driven first off the London stock mar- 
ket and then off the New York Stock 
Exchange. Animal rights gained a fear- 
some reputation in financial centers, 
and vivisectors were hit by a wave of 
demoralization. 

While animal research companies 
and those supplying the animals 
had become prepared to deal with 
direct protest by animal rights activ- 
ists, there are many other companies 
not in that position. Such companies 
do not profit enough from animal 
research to justify the new security 
costs and hassle they began to incur. 
The movement switched en masse to 
knocking out suppliers wherever they 
could find them. 

Many compa- 
nies resisted, but a 
key component of 
the animal rights 
movement is its 
tenacity. Once a 
target was identi- 
fied, campaigners 
simply refused to 
let up. 

When compa- 
nies did resist, it gave the movement a 
chance to flex its muscles and demon- 
strate its full power. Thus one of the 
world's largest insurance companies, 
Marsh & McLennan, put up a nine- 
month fight with the backing of the 
pharmaceutical industry. Eventu- 
ally, it surrendered. As a result, the 
next target, the equally mammoth 
accounting firm Deloitte & Touche, 
lasted only 10 days. Indeed, the bigger 
the company, the easier it appeared to 
knock it out. 

The tactics of personalization begun 
in the earlier campaigns were simul- 
taneously taken on by underground 
elements of the movement. Every 
company is a pyramid of command 
with decision-makers at the top. Ac- 
tions by the Animal Liberation Front 
increasingly focused on these people, 
regularly vandalizing their cars and 
homes with clear messages. 


This has cumulated in a rarefied cli- 
mate in the UK, with laws being passed 
simply to curb animal rights activists 
and the mainstream press embarking 
on a campaign to demonize grassroots 
anti-vivisection campaigns. Fortu- 
nately, this demonization has worked 
against the vivisection industry, as 
those most affected by fear are the 
two groups the industry needs most: 
suppliers and the next generation of 
researchers. Instead of cutting off the 
animal rights mandate, the climate of 
fear has given activists another pow- 
erful weapon. This has given a few 
protesters far more impact outside an 
office or home than they would oth- 
erwise have. 

In 2004, Daniel Vasella, chairman 
of the multinational pharmaceuti- 
cal corporation Novartis, referred 
to the UK as the most hostile place 
in the world to do animal research. 
Meanwhile, a Japanese consortium 
withheld a 1.8-billion-dollar research 
project from the UK because of the 
government's inability to stop the 


animal rights movement. Elsewhere, 
scientists are complaining about the 
problems of attracting new students — 
as people shy away from an industry 
where they are likely to end up as tar- 
gets of the more extreme elements of 
the animal rights movement. 

Globally, the movement stands 
in a powerful position — but it is not 
standing still. The next stage in this 
process is now in motion with the 
Allied Primate Coalition and the 
Gateway to Hell campaign. Activists 
have developed a long-term strategy 
to make vivisection so expensive that 
universities will no longer be able to 
afford it; coupled with falling student 
numbers, it is hoped that this will fo- 
cus vivisectors' minds onto genuinely 
seeking alternatives to animals. Only 
when the backbone of academic ani- 
mal research is broken will it be pos- 
sible to outlaw vivisection. 


To achieve this, the price of the 
animals must be pushed even higher. 
Currently, Gateway to Hell campaign- 
ers are focusing on the island of Mau- 
ritius, the second largest exporter of 
primates to labs in the West (see EF!J 
May-June 2005). Its national airline, 
a soft target, has already stopped 
transporting primates. The focus of 
the campaign is not the island itself, 
but its most important industry: tour- 
ism (which provides a large number 
of attractive targets globally). Cam- 
paigners are concentrating on travel 
agents, encouraging them to stop 
selling vacations to the Indian Ocean 
island until it revokes all licenses to 
export primates. 

Similar boycotts are being orga- 
nized against other airlines that fly 
animals to labs around the world. 
Several years ago, one German uni- 
versity highlighted such targets as 
one of the most vulnerable parts of 
the vivisection supply industry. Giv- 
en the experience of the movement 
to date, these are just the sort of tar- 
gets it excels at 
taking out. 

The successes of 
this global cam- 
paign against vivi- 
section suppliers 
will hurt not only 
HLS, Oxford Uni- 
versity and other 
current vivisec- 
tion targets, but 
it will impact a 
large swathe of laboratories in Europe 
and North America. 

The goals of the animal rights move- 
ment are ambitious, but through 
quick thinking and relentless cam- 
paigning, it now has a clear vision. 
By maintaining their integrity and 
applying themselves in a united way, 
anti-vivisectionists are becoming a 
powerful global force, able to take on 
companies and countries regardless 
of the oppression thrown their way. 

For more information, contact Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty USA, 
POB 22398, Philadelphia, PA 19110; 
(609) 936-8422; info@insidehls.com; 
www.shacamerica.net. 

Also visit www.gatewaytohell.net; 
www.directaction.info; www.shac.net. 

Max Gastone has been active in a 
number of animal rights and other grass- 
roots campaigns in the UK for more than 
a decade. 


Many companies resisted, but a key component of the animal 
rights movement is its tenacity Once a target was identified, 
campaigners simply refused to let up. When companies did 
resist, it gave the movement a chance to flex its muscles and 
demonstrate its full power. 
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Another Animal Torturer Closes Down 



Following six years of sustained 
pressure, animal liberation activists in 
the UK scored a huge victory on Au- 
gust 23, when the Darley Oaks guinea 
pig farm in Newchurch declared that 
it will close by the end of the year. 

For 40 years, David Hall & Partners 
have bred guinea pigs and sold them 
to vivisectors, who subject the ani- 
mals to painful and deadly tests. The 
Hall family will now shift its focus to 
growing crops instead. 

On September 4, 200 people gathered 
for a victory celebration. Accompanied 
by a lone drummer, the crowd marched 


silently down the street, out of respect 
for the thousands of murdered animals. 
At a designated point, however, the 
crowd exploded into cheers of celebra- 
tion and danced through the streets for 
the rest of the afternoon. 

"This victory is a dramatic blow to an 
industry that can and will be defeated 
by kind-hearted activists," according 
to Save the Newchurch Guinea Pigs 
(SNGP). "Members of the public are 
no longer willing to stand by and let 
vivisectors horrifically maim and kill... 
a whole host of intelligent species to 
manufacture make-up, oven cleaners, 


shampoos and damaging medicants." 

Darley Oaks is only the latest in a 
series of animal breeders to be shut 
down by activist campaigns in the 
UK. Like those before it, the campaign 
to shut down Darley Oaks mixed 
aboveground protest with creative 
underground direct action — targeting 
all employees of the farm, members 
of the Hall family and their associ- 
ates. This sustained pressure drove 
employees and contractors from the 
company, and it resulted in the Hall 
family being banned from golf clubs 
and even pubs before they finally 
caved in. 

Underground tactics used included 
property destruction, threatening let- 
ters and hanged effigies left on door- 
steps. In a move that was never claimed 
as a part of the campaign and was dis- 
avowed by SNGP, the body of Gladys 
Hammond — mother-in-law of one of 
the farm's owners — was removed from 
its grave in October 2004. Upon an- 
nouncing the closure of the farm, 
members of the Hall family said that 
they hoped their decision would lead 
to the return of Hammond's body. 

For more information, visit 
www.liberation-now.org. 


Tr'oKi'f - / 1 


Greenpeace Ramps Up Anti-Coal Campaign 

On August 29, nine Greenpeace climbers dropped a 
banner from a cooling tower at a state-owned, coal-fired 
power plant in Canakkale, Turkey. The action was part 
of Greenpeace's "Mediterranean Energy Tour," designed 
to raise awareness about unsustainable fossil fuel use in 
the area and to urge governments to switch to renew- 
able power sources. 

Activists in Rotterdam, Netherlands, applied similar 
tactics on September 8, when the Greenpeace ship Argus 
blocked cranes at Europe’s largest coal import harbor. 
They also unfurled a banner reading, "Coal Fuels Cli- 
mate Change," and occupied coal loaders. 

"This port currently imports 24.7 million tons of 
coal each year, and every ton returns to us as climate 
change," said Sven Teske of Greenpeace International. 

ALF Liberates Brazilian Zoo Animals 

The Redengao Park Zoo in Porto Alegre, Brazil, was 
raided by the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) on Septem- 
ber 1 1 . The ALF painted slogans and broke into cages, 


freeing two birds and 10 monkeys. Left behind was a 
manifesto explaining the reasons for the action. 

The liberation was reported widely in the local media, 
effectively spreading the message that "the ALF is alive 
in Brazil." 

Oregon Treesitters Shot At 

While forest defenders are no strangers to repres- 
sion, treesitters at the Sten Timber Sale in central Ore- 
gon have recently been subjected to some particularly 
disturbing acts of violence. On August 28, someone 
fired a .45-caliber pistol into the air near the tree- 
sitters, and on September 10, a man shot tri-tipped 
hunting arrows directly at them, puncturing a water 
container and cutting a treesitter's hand. Although 
protesters have evidence of both assaults, including 
shell casings, license plate numbers and the water jug 
with an arrow through it, authorities have done al- 
most nothing to investigate. 

US Forest Service contract climbers evicted two out 
of three treesits in the timber sale on September 14, but 
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New Twists in Battle Over 

HLS Stock Trading 


On September 8, the New York 
Stock Exchange (NYSE) announced 
that it would postpone trading shares 
of Life Sciences Research, also known 
as Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 
The NYSE gave no reason for the deci- 
sion, which followed weeks of emails 
and phone calls to NYSE executives, 
protests against traders in HLS shares 
and action by the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF). 

Brian Cass, managing director of 
HLS, had flown in from the UK and 
was standing on the trading floor 
when the decision was announced. 
The Telegraph reported that Catherine 
Kinney, president of the NYSE, pulled 
HLS executives aside and informed 
them that several members of the 
New York financial community had 
warned the NYSE that animal rights 
activists could threaten the security 
of the exchange. 

"We are astonished that the NYSE 
would knuckle under to a load of 
English hippies," groused one disap- 
pointed investor. 


The exchange's initial decision to 
trade HLS stock had been announced 
only three weeks before. In addition 
to the predictable flurry of protest 
sparked by a Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty (SHAC) action alert, two 
actions by the ALF in two days add- 
ed to the pressure on the NYSE. On 
August 23 and 24, two separate New 
York yacht clubs frequented by execu- 
tives of Carr Securities were covered 
in spray paint. An ALF communique 
read, "Let this be a message to any 
other company that chooses to court 
HLS in its entrance into the NYSE... 
don't touch HLS!" 

While animal rights activists cel- 
ebrated their victories and went to 
work to make the NYSE's decision per- 
manent, the forces of animal exploi- 
tation prepared their own response. 
The Senate Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works, which in 
May held hearings into the ALF and 
Earth Liberation Front, announced a 
hearing into SHAC for October. Kin- 
ney and John Thain, chief executive 



of the NYSE, are expected to testify 
about their decision to drop HLS. 

In a letter to Kinney and Thain, Sena- 
tor James Inhofe of Oklahoma demand- 
ed an explanation: "It seems to me 
unimaginable that this country's world- 
wide symbol of the integrity of capital 
markets... would capitulate to threats, 
or even the mere threat of threats, from 
a single-issue, extremist group." 

For more information, visit 
www.shacamerica.net. 


one of the trees was reoccupied the same night. Despite 
the occupation, logging in the area is ongoing. 

British Car-Monger Pied 

British newspaper columnist Jeremy Clarkson was 
pied by the Biotic Baking Brigade while receiving an 
honorary degree from Oxford Brookes University on 
September 12. As Clarkson posed in his cap and gown 
during the post-event press conference, a woman hit 
him directly in the face with a custard pie that she had 
concealed in a rolled-up newspaper. 

Clarkson, an automotive writer, has come under fire 
for environmentally destructive stunts, such as driving 
an SUV through a fragile peat bog. Shortly before the 
pieing, Clarkson said, "I do have a disregard for the en- 
vironment. I think the world can look after itself, and 
we should enjoy it as best we can." 

ELF Trashes Maine Landfill 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) caused more than 
$30,000 dollars in damage to the West Old Town 
Landfill in Old Town, Maine, on September 11. Heavy 
machinery and automobiles were damaged, locks 
were glued shut, and a water hose was inserted into 
the basement of the landfill's main office building, 


flooding it. In addition, slogans such as "We Don't 
Want Your Trash," along with the acronyms "ELF" 
and "GA," were spray-painted at the site. 

The landfill is owned by the state and operated by 
Casella Waste Systems under a deal between those two 
entities and paper giant Georgia-Pacific (GP). 

The dump's connection to GP and its location near 
the sources of Old Town's drinking water have made it a 
target of monkeywrenching in the past. 

Kiwis Castigate King Coal 

Three activists with the Save Happy Valley Campaign 
locked down to train tracks on August 13, preventing 
Solid Energy's coal trains from reaching a port on New 
Zealand's west coast. 

Two activists locked directly to the tracks, while the 
third hung suspended from a tree, 90 feet up, with his 
support rope connected to the tracks. Police had to re- 
move concrete sections of the track to extract the pro- 
testers, who blocked three trains for just under four 
hours. All three activists now face a $200,000 lawsuit 
from Solid Energy, in addition to charges of trespass and 
willful damage. 

In May, Solid Energy was granted permission to pro- 
ceed with an open-pit coal mine in Happy Valley. 
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The Other Side 

Take my soul, but the struggle 

continues 

—Ken Saro-Wiiva 

In right hand lane 
Heading South on Route 64 
Saw late model blue Mitsubishi 
truck swerve to 
shoulder around what thought 
was wheel. 

I also swerved but saw it 
was large tortoise 
trying to get across 
6 lanes of interstate. 

I saw the neck stretch out 
walking then stopping 
and going in shell 
as my truck approached 



Abbey 


Ed Abbey you're trouble 
go to heaven, they need you 
not easy, not pretty 
a problem, a pity 
I forget sometimes 
just how much you loved 
these four comers 


My prayers, my fears, my uncertainties, 
and my admiration 
symbol of longevity & this land 
going headlong towards danger 
technology rampant death, destruction 
will we make it. 

— Turtle 


and just how 
right you made it 
to scream at machines 
or quietly by night 
to act in ways 

in or out of the laws of man 

but ever so close 

to the heart of the matter 


The Sacred Hoop 

I am the dinosaur 
And I am 
The buffalo. 

I am 

The plants and the trees 
and the flowers. 

The dust of my ancestors 
Is in my bones 
The Earthblood flows 
Through me. 

The Earth gives. 

The Earth receives. 

I grow out of the dust 
Of all the bodies 
Of my ancestors. 

They nourish me 
And give me life. 

In the Great Circle 

They are 

All my relations. 

— Mary de La Valette 


All rights reserved to the authors 
Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 


— John Fago 
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For You 

I climbed the highest mountains and crossed 
the raging rivers, 

I slept in the rain on the cold hard ground. 

I forgot my friends, my family, my name. 

I traveled by night alone through the bush, 
and slept in the day, 
and waited and watched. 

I burned their bridges and smashed their machines. 
Ran through the night but they hunted me down. 
Carried my silence deep in my heart. 

I gave up my freedom and years of my life. 

Now I dream in this cell of the day I'm released 
When I come home to the wilderness, 
the whispering trees, the singing creeks, 
the grizzly cubs and the lone wolf. 

My conscience is clear, my soul is free 
and I'll be there again — 


On Eating Blackberries 

Once far enough from the house, 
from the confines of civilized language, 

I forget who I'm supposed to be, 
and become who I am. 

Words flow like food, like water, like blood. 

The plants speak to me. 

I become an animal. 

Blackberries in my maw. 

All of a sudden 
My fears 

Of breaking human law 
To defend this sacred land 
Dissolve, 

Playing no part in this flow. 

The bees, the birds, the bears know no human laws. 
Nor do trees, nor berry bushes. 



Nor, when one with bee, bird, berry bush and tree, 


■Winston the Pooh 


Ecology 

for Paul Winston 


long time 
to understand 
what it means 
when you step 
on that caterpillar 


£ cfusi as 2 ) angerous 


— Ed Engle 
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Beyond The Monkey 



Wrench Gang 


The Fiction of Earth First! 


by James John Bell 

I was mailed a box containing a pro- 
grammable coffee machine that I nev- 
er ordered. I later received a bill and 
promptly called the manufacturer. I 
finally got through to the company af- 
ter speaking a series of words like "bill" 
and "problem" to some robo-operator 
software program. However, the voice 

that answered was anoth- ^ 

er robot, offering me yet 
another list of options. 

In my rage, I recalled a 
science fiction story by 
Philip K. Dick, where the 
characters faced a similar 
problem. I spoke clearly 
into my phone and said, 

"Pizzled." After the robot 
asked me to repeat my- 
self, a human operator 
finally picked up. 


NEAL 

STEPHENSON 



SNOW (PASH 


"What does 'pizzled' signify?" the ma- 
chine asked. "Can you define it in terms 
of alternate semantic symbols?" 

"'Pizzled, he stated, "means the con- 
dition of a product that is manufactured 
when no need exists. It indicates the 
rejection of objects on the grounds that 
they are no longer wanted. " 

— "Autofac," Philip K. Dick, 1955 

I've since learned that robo-opera- 
tor programs are set to immediately 
queue to a human upon hearing a 
number of key words, like "cancel" or 
"bomb" — ah, the power of employing 
the right words at the right time. The 
power of language to impact reality 
is one of the underlying currents in 
some of the best literature, especially 
science fiction and fantasy. This same 
literature has gone on to inspire some 
of the world-changing political move- 
ments of our day. It is no coincidence 
that powerful stories and movements 
go hand in hand. 


In her book Ceremony, Native Ameri- 
can author Leslie Marmon Silko uses 
the theme of incantational words to 
explain the invasion of the white man. 
A circle of witches are performing black 
magic, and the head witch intones: 
"What I have is a story, go ahead and 
laugh if you want to, but as I tell the 
story, it will begin to happen." 

There are many stories that underlie 
the systems that shape our world. 
In a very real sense, many of the 
most powerful stories are invisible, 
even dismissed by most people as 
being inconsequential. For exam- 
ple, focus on the jokes told in the 
US. Sadly, there are many more 
misogynist than feminist anec- 
dotes and many more racist than 
anti-racist jokes in 
circulation. These 
are just a small 
part of the many 
unacknowledged 
stories that define 
what is normal 
and explain the 
status quo. In so 
doing, they define 
our sense of what 
kind of a world is 
possible. 

The telling of any story functions 
covertly by suppressing alternative 
or contrary emplotments of the same 
events. To tell a previously "untold 
story" is an act that can be extraor- 
dinarily disruptive to the existing 
social order. Narrative scholar Ross 
Chambers argues that such storytell- 
ing acts to produce authority where 
there is currently no power and is a 
means of converting historical weak- 
ness into discursive strength. He goes 
on to say that "as such, it appears as 
a major weapon against alienation, 
an instrument of self-assertion and 
an 'oppositional practice' of signifi- 
cance." Thus, the new story begins to 



erode the old and triggers the telling 
of other stories of the same kind. This 
aggregation of similar stories creates a 
highly charged consciousness of soli- 
darity among teller and listener. 

A new story doesn't need or rely 
on literature to spread. It spreads in 
public places, as well as through our 
daily actions and political resistance. 
Such stories have informed, and are 
informing, the radical environmental 
movement. They're the stories that 
we share. They're our language, which 
has spread to the depths of popular 
culture, appearing in places like The 
Simpsons and The X-Files. They're 
stories embedded and written in the 
nonhuman language of the wild land- 
scapes that remain protected due to 
our actions — places with names like 
Headwaters Forest, Cove/Mallard and 
Warner Creek. 

The stories that have inspired Earth 
First! during the last 25 years have 
come in many forms. It is worth reflect- 
ing for a moment on those stories that 
first appeared on dead trees — in books. 
Grace Paley, feminist author, poet lau- 
reate and anti-war radical wrote, "No 
one writes alone. If a literature is com- 
ing, there's a political movement too, 
know it or not. A movement gives lit- 
erature power, and literature is a fuel 
to the movement." Clearly, Ed Abbey's 
The Monkey Wrench Gang is the book 
most often associated with Earth First!, 
yet there are many more. 

When working at a basecamp, giv- 
ing a workshop or up in a treesit, you 
get handed or recommended many a 
book. Below are quotes pulled from 
some of the books that have found 
me through the wilds that is the Earth 
First! movement. 

"I'm telling you this because the peo- 
ple of your culture are in much the same 
situation. Like the people of Nazi Ger- 
many, they are the captives of a story." 
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I sat there blinking for a while. "I know 
of no such story," I told him at last. 

"You mean you've never heard of it?" 

"That's right." 

Ishmael nodded. "That's be- 
cause there's no need to hear of 
it. There's no need to name it or 
discuss it. Every one of you knows 
it by heart by the time you're six 
or seven.... And you hear it in- 
cessantly, because every medium 
of propaganda, every medium 
of education pours it out inces- 
santly.... It's like the humming 
of a distant motor 
that never stops, it 
becomes a sound 
that's no longer 
heard at all. " 

— Ishmael, Daniel 
Quinn, 1992 

A man answers 
an ad in a local 
newspaper from 
a teacher looking 
for serious pupils, 
only to find him- 
self alone in an 
abandoned office 

with a full-grown gorilla named 
Ishmael. A creature of immense 
wisdom, Ishmael has a story to tell 
that extends over the lifespan of 
the Earth. 


"Tomorrow we are going to track the 
most violent storm in recorded history, " 
he said. "It will break tomorrow, prob- 
ably by noon, and it will kill thousands, 
probably tens of thou- 
sands of people. If it per- 
sists beyond a few hours, 
it may kill millions." 

— Heavy Weather, Bruce 
Sterling, 1994 
Earth's climate has 
been drastically changed 
by the greenhouse effect. 
Tornadoes of almost un- 
imaginable force roam 
the open spaces of Texas; 
on their trail is a ragtag 
band of computer ex- 
perts and atmospheric scientists who 
live to hack heavy weather. 

They won't stop killing the whales. 
They make dog and cat food out of them, 
face creams, lipstick. They 
kill the whales to feed the 
dogs, so the dogs can shit 
on the pavement, and the 
people can walk in it. A 
kind of natural cycle. 

— Turtle Diary, Russell 
Hoban, 1975 
A lonely, embittered 
man and a woman sep- 
arately find something 


very stirring about the sea turtles at 
the London Zoo. They form an odd 
camaraderie as they plot to return the 
turtles to the ocean. 

"But take that very first step!" He 
laughs wildly. "Take that first step, 
perform an act of resistance of even the 
smallest kind, and suddenly your per- 
ception changes. Reality changes. You 
see it can be done. It might take time, 
but...." He laughs again. "Yeah! You bet 
it can be done! Let's go celebrate your 
first act." He hits the dashboard, hard. 
"Here's to resistance!" 

— The Gold Coast, Kim Stanley 
Robinson, 1988 
The books in Robinson's Three 
Californias trilogy ( The Wild Shore, 
The Gold Coast and Pacific Edge) 
tell of three futures: a post-nuclear 
struggle for survival and rebirth; a 
developer's dream gone mad; and 
a world that has rediscovered har- 
mony with nature, yet must fight to 
preserve its idyllic way of life from 
the resurgent forces of greed and ex- 
ploitation. 

James John Bell is a co-founder of the 
smartMeme Strategy and Training Project 
(www.smartmeme.com) and the editor 
of LastWizards.com. He is a Northwest 
writer and occasional contributor to the 
Earth First! Journal. 



More Anarchist and Environmental Fiction 


Anansi Boys,. Neil Gaiman, 2005 

Dies the Fire, S.M. Stirling, 2004 

Singularity Sky, Charles Stross, 2003 

Spectacular Happiness, Peter D. Kramer, 2001 

A Friend of the Earth, T.C. Boyle, 2000 

The Telling, Ursula K. Le Guin, 2000 

Sick Puppy, Carl Hiassen, 2000 

Perdido Street Station, China Mieville, 2000 

Flyboy Action Figure Comes with Gasmask, Jim Munroe, 1999 

Greenhouse Summer, Norman Spinrad, 1999 

Antarctica, Kim Stanley Robinson, 1998 

The Beach, Alex Garland, 1997 

The Family Tree, Sheri S. Tepper, 1997 

Anarchist Farm, Jane Doe, 1996 

The Girl Who Owned a City, O.T. Nelson, 1995 

Gaia's Toys, Rebecca Ore, 1995 

Zodiac, Neal Stephenson, 1995 

City Death, Stephen Booth, 1993 

The Elementals, Morgan Llywelyn, 1993 

The Fifth Sacred Thing, Starhawk, 1 993 

Snow Crash, Neal Stephenson, 1992 


Synners, Pat Cadigan, 1991 

Hermetech, Storm Constantine, 1991 

He, She and It, Marge Piercy, 1991 

Jurassic Park, Michael Crichton, 1990 

Earth, David Brin, 1 990 

Radio Free Albemuth, Philip K. Dick, 1985 

Eclipse: A Song Called Youth, John Shirley, 1985 

Quest for the Faradawn, Richard Ford, 1 982 

Camp Concentration, Thomas M. Disch, 1980 

Kampus, James E. Gunn, 1977 

Trouble on Triton, Samuel R. Delany, 1976 

Ecotopia, Ernest Callenbach, 1975 

The Dispossessed, Ursula K. Le Guin, 1974 

The Sheep Look Up, John Brunner, 1972 

Red Moon and Black Mountain, Joy Chant, 1970 

Setting Free the Bears, John Irving, 1969 

Agent of Chaos, Norman Spinrad, 1967 

The Drought, J.G. Ballard, 1965 

We, Eugene Zamyatin, 1924 

The Secret Agent, Joseph Conrad, 1906 

Frankenstein, Mary Shelley, 1831 
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BRINGING DOWN 

endgame 


by Derrick Jensen 

ARTWORK BY BREAKFAST 

THINK IT WOULD BE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVEN 

the most dogmatic pacifist to make a moral argument 
against immediately taking down every cell-phone tow- 
er in the world. Cell phones are, of course, annoying as 
hell. That might be a good enough reason to take down 
the towers, but there are even better reasons. There is, of 
course, the very real possibility that tower transmissions 
cause cancers and other problems, to humans and nonhu- 
mans alike. Even ignoring this, however, there's the fact 
that towers — cell phone, radio and television — act as mass 
killing machines for migratory songbirds: five to 50 mil- 
lion per year. 


T he question becomes, how do you take out a 

cell-phone tower? I need to say up front that I'm a 
total novice at this sort of thing. I am, to slip into 
the language of the mean streets, a goody two-shoes. My 
whole life, I've rarely done anything illegal, not out of an 
equation on my part of morality and obedience (or sub- 
servience) to laws — at least I hope not — but instead partly 
because many illegal activities, such as using drugs, repulse 
or scare me, while others, such as insider trading, simply 
do not hold my interest. Even with those that do hold my 
interest — e.g., taking out dams, hack- 
ing and destroying (or other- 
wise liberating) corporate 
property — I'm not only 
almost completely igno- 
rant of how to do them, 
but I am also fairly nervous 
about getting caught. 

Don't get me wrong: I've 
raised a little hell in my time. 

Sometimes I go crazy 
and turn right on red 
without coming to a 
complete stop, and I 
routinely drive four 
or sometimes even 
nine miles over the 
speed limit. A few an- 
archist friends set up 


a talk where I'd share the stage with a couple of former 
Black Panthers. One of them did time for robbing a bank, 
the other for hijacking a plane. I thought a moment, then 
confessed, "I once shoplifted dog food from Wal-Mart." 
High fives were exchanged around the table. 

I have to add that were I more attracted to illegal activities, 
I would probably curtail them because of what I write. If law 
enforcement wants to come after me because of what I write, 
I'll take them on, and if someday I have the courage to quit 
writing and take out dams (note the plural, dams : I don't 
agree with the Plowshares tactic of turning yourself in if you 
destroy property belonging to the occupiers), they can try to 
catch me. But in the meantime, I'm not going to give them 
any cheap opportunities. 

All of which is to say I'm a coward. I'm going to write 
about how I would take down a cell-phone tower here in 
town, but I'm not going to do it. If I were going to do 
it, I wouldn't be so stupid as to write about it, or even 
talk about it with anyone I didn't know and trust liter- 
ally with my life. And all of that is to say that you FBI 
agents reading this (and the ones tracking my strokes on 
the keyboard) can go ahead and lose your erections. This 
isn't a confession. And even if your CIA buddies decide to 
play smackyface with me, there isn't much I can confess 
(unless you count the survey stakes I've removed, but I've 
already written about that, and besides, removing survey 
stakes is a fundamental human duty). 


R econ is always the first step in any military 

action, so I drive my mom's car to the cell-phone 
tower behind Safeway. I take her car not out of some 
fiendishly clever plot to make it so if anything happens 

she'll get sent up the river 
instead of me, but be- 
cause my car has been 
sitting on blocks 
in her driveway 
for more than a 
year now (I never 
knew, by the way, 
that moss would 
grow along the 
weather-stripping 
around the rear 
window). 
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CIVILIZATION... 

...AND CELL-PHONE TOWERS 


There are two towers I know of in Crescent City. 

There's the one behind Safeway, and another 
off in the woods a quarter mile north. The 
one closest to the grocery store is in the open, 
which would obviously make taking it down 
more problematic. The tower is enclosed in a 
chain-link fence topped by barbed wire. The 
two sides of this fence farthest from Safeway 
face thick woods, which might provide a solu- 
tion to the problem of it being in the open. I'm 
certain the fence could be 
cut easily and quickly. 

The problem is that 
I wouldn't know what 
to do next. There are 
a couple of sheds in- 
side, and I'd imag- 
ine that some gasoline and matches could 
render the whole thing inoperable. That may 
be great for (temporarily) stopping the guy at 
the restaurant from bothering his neighbors, 
and would slow the destructive march of the 
economic system, if only ever so slightly, but 
it wouldn't do a damn thing for the birds. 

Unfortunately, the tower itself is prob- 
ably three feet in diameter, hollow with 
a two-inch shell of some sort of metal. 

I sit in my car and look at it. I'm ner- 
vous, as though even thinking about how 
I would do this is enough to draw cops to me (the 
same is true now as I write this). Of course, if I were going 
to bring this down, I would never have driven here for 
this reconnaissance. At least not during the middle of the 
afternoon. I would have parked far away and walked. And 
there's no way I would have done it in this town, either. 
Crescent City is too small, and I'm too well known. 

I don't know what to do. I'm a writer. I have no more 
idea how to take down this tower than I would know how 
to write a computer virus, or than I would know how to 
perform brain or heart surgery. Worse, I'm spatially and 
mechanically inept — probably a couple of standard de- 
viations from the norm — with a heavy dose of absent- 
mindedness thrown in for good measure (and it seems 
that absent-mindedness would be a tremendous curse to 
anyone contemplating anything deemed illegal by those 
in power). 
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HE POINT IS THAT WHEN IT 

comes time for us to start 
taking out dams, I'm not 
/ sure I'm the one you want 

holding the explosives. 

ViAKe tfv'ST That said ' here ' s 

oor oy m misery/ what I'm thinking 

ux A rfl-CC as I look at the cell- 
1 1 ! phone tower. Basic 

principles. There are, 
I'd think, maybe six major ways 
to take down anything that's stand- 
ing. You can dismantle it. You can 
cut it down. You can pull 
_ it down. You can blow it 

up. You can undermine it 
until it collapses. You can 
remove its supports and 
let it fall down on its own. 
This is all as true for civilization as it is for 
cell-phone towers. 

In the (smaller) case before us, I think we can 
out of hand dismiss dismantling and digging. So 
far as the former, the tower is constructed of two 
or three huge pieces, and so is obviously not a 
candidate for dismantling. And the big park- 
ing lot (as well as presumably deep footings) 
would certainly eliminate digging. 

Pulling it down can be dismissed just as easily, 
unless you've got some big earthmoving equipment and 
a hefty cable to attach fairly high up on the tower. I don't 
think my mom's car has the horsepower to move it (and I 
know mine sure as hell doesn't). I keep picturing that scene 
from The Gods Must Be Crazy where they attach one end of a 
cable to a tree and the other to a jeep, and end up winching 
their vehicle into the air. Oh, hello, officer. What am I doing 
up here? That's a very good question. My cell-phone reception 
has been really crappy lately, and I thought I'd get better recep- 
tion if I got closer to the antenna. And say, would you mind 
helping me down? 

Cutting would probably work, so long as we're clear that 
we're not talking about hacksaws. In that case, I may as 
well ask my friends the Aplodontia to come gnaw it down. 
This tower is big. A grinder wouldn't work either in this 
case. There are lots of cell-phone and other towers out 

continued on next page 
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there's a good chance 
it would draw some attention. 

Explosives would have the advantage of it not 
mattering whether anyone notices, because timers are 
easy enough to make that even I could use them — by 
the time the tower comes down I could easily be in 
another state (not quite so dramatic as it sounds here 
since I live about 20 minutes from the border). Addi- 
tionally, in this case explosives would be safe. Although 
I've been saying this tower is "behind Safeway," it's way 
behind Safeway, in an old abandoned parking lot. The 
problem, once again, is that I know nothing about ex- 
plosives. I was certainly a nerd in high school, college 
and beyond, but evidently I was the wrong kind of nerd 
for the task at hand. While the science geeks were busy 
seeing what bizarre ways they could combine chemicals 
to blow things up and dropping M-80s down toilets in 
(usually unsuccessful) attempts to get school canceled 
(though being geeks, I was never quite sure why they 
wanted to cancel school), my friends and I were reading 
books and playing Dungeons and Dragons (and a hell 
of a lot of good that does me now: If only a +3 Dwarven 
Warhammer could bring down civilization, I'd be in 
great shape). 

Ah, the pity of a misspent youth. 

This leads us to removing the tower's supports and 
letting it fall on its own. That may be the easiest, and 
something even I could handle. The other tower, in the 
woods to the north, has about 20 guy wires. Everything 
I've read suggests that these wires are even more deadly 
to birds than the towers themselves. Some places, you 
can pick up dead birds by the handful beneath the wires. 
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Their necks are broken, skulls 
cracked, wings torn, beaks 
mangled. But 1 also know 
what happens when high- 
tension wires are severed: 
Those opposed to their own 
decapitation ought to be 
far away. Which leads us 
back to explosives. 

But there’s good news 
in all of this. I see giant 
bolts surrounding the 
base of the tower be- 
hind Safeway. I'd imag- 
ine they're very tight, but 
for one of the few times in 
my life, my physics degree might come in handy. Of 
course, you don't really need a physics degree to under- 
stand that if you want to unscrew a tight bolt, all you need 
is a long lever arm on your wrench. Just as Archimedes 
said, "Give me a long enough lever and a place to stand, 
and I can move the world," I'll go on record as saying that 
if you give me a long enough lever arm, I can unscrew 
any bolt in the world — oh, okay, maybe just a lot of bolts 
that are pretty damn tight. So a huge pipefitter's wrench 
with a long metal pipe over the end to extend your lever 
arm might be enough to get you the torque you'd need 
to loosen the base (failing that, you could always cut the 
bolts instead of the tower itself: Remember, always attack 
the weakest point!). Then walk away and wait for the next 
windstorm to do the trick. 

Emboldened by the realization that this just might be 
doable, I make my way through the dense forest to the 
northern tower. I quickly find a path, which opens into a 
large meadow. The only problem is that this is the wrong 
meadow: no tower. So it's back into the woods, this time 
on a game trail. Note that I didn't say big game. Some- 
times I crawl on my belly. I cross a mucky streambed and 
see prints of (very small) deer. Often I stop to pull Hima- 
layan blackberry thorns from my shirt. A few times from 
my arms, hands, fingers, face. I realize that somehow a 
thorn has lodged in my heavy denim pants at the — how 
do I say this delicately? — very top of the inseam. With 
every step it scrapes against my, well, let's just say ex- 
tremely high on my thigh. Finally the path opens out 
again, and I'm there. 
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The first thing I do is thank the gods for making turn- 
buckles (actually, that's the second thing I do after taking 
the thorn out from my pants). Loosening the wires, and 
even undoing them, would be simplicity itself. There's 
a lot of them, but security would be no problem here: 
Forest surrounds this tower on all sides. Even the tower 
itself could be easily attacked: It's made of a spindly grid 
of metal tubing. I could cut through the thing in an hour 
or two with a hacksaw. Someone with a torch could do 
it in minutes. 

I ’M SITTING AGAIN BY A CELL-PHONE TOWER, AND THIS 

time I'm thinking: I could do this. There are, as with so 
many activities we may find intimidating, several cate- 
gories of barriers to action. There's the intellectual: I must 
convince myself that it's necessary. There's the emotional: 
I must feel that it's necessary. There's the moral: I must 
know that it's right. There's the consequential: I must be 
willing and prepared to deal with the effects of my ac- 
tions. Related to this, there's the fearful: I must be willing 
to cross barriers of fear — both tangible, real, present-day 
fears and conditioned fears that feel just as real and pres- 
ent but are not (e.g., if I wanted to go waterskiing, which 
I don't, I would have to face not only whatever 
fears I might have of speeding behind 


someone out as to weeding a garden as to writing a book 
as to removing cell-phone towers as to dismantling the 
entire infrastructure that supports this deathly system of 
slavery — each of these barriers to action must be over- 
come, or sometimes simply bypassed in moments of great 
embodiedness, identification and feeling (e.g., if someone 
were attempting to strangle me — with bare hands, as op- 
posed to the toxification of my total environment — my 
movement through these various barriers to action would 
of necessity be visceral and immediate — no pondering, 
just reaching for the pen to stab into his eye). 

Sure, I don't know how to take down a cell-phone tower. 
But that's not why I don't act. A purpose of this book is to 
help me and perhaps others to examine and, if appropriate, 
move past these other barriers to then leave us only with 
the technical questions of how to, because so often how to is 
actually the easiest question, the smallest barrier. 

I could take out a cell-phone tower. So could you. We're 
not stupid (I'm presuming no members of the current ad- 
ministration have made it this far in the book). And while 
our first few attempts may not be pretty, we would learn, 
just as we learn to do any technical task. 

Practice makes perfect. And fortunately, there are a lot 
of cell-phone towers (I bet you never thought you'd see 

me append fortunately to a statement like that!). Accord- 
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ing to some estimates, there are 138,000 cell-phone 
towers in the US, plus radio and television towers. 
That's a lot of practice. If we just put our hearts 
and minds and hands to it, it probably won't take 
very long before we get pretty good at it, so that 
taking down towers becomes something natural, 

like breathing, like tak- 
ing long deep breaths 

, . „ „ ? „ of cool fresh air. 
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Derrick Jen- 
sen is the author of many 
books, including A Language Older Than Words 
and The Culture of Make Believe. This 

> excerpt is from his forthcoming book, 
Endgame: The Collapse of Civilization 
and the Rebirth of Community, which 
will be published by Seven Stories Press in 
Spring 2006. 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT. AND FORTUNATELY, 
THERE ARE A LOT OF CELL-PHONE TOWERS... 
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Howling Like a 

Wild Wolf 

Overcoming Fear and Undermining the Invader 


by Rod Coronado 

It’s hard to judge the radical environmental movement 
by the last 25 years, but if I had to, I'd say that I'm very 
disappointed. Twenty years ago, when I discovered the 
Earth First! movement, 1 thought that the generation of 
Earth warriors I shared this country with had a fighting 
chance. People from all 
walks of life in the center of 
the First World were coming 
together and strengthen- 
ing an already strong love 
and affinity for the natu- 
ral world, shaking off their 
consumerist upbringing and 
realizing their wild dreams 
with creative direct action 
that marked an allegiance 
with the Earth instead of 
the society responsible for 
her destruction. Monkey- 
wrenching was the ultimate 
demonstration of our love 
for Mother Earth, and none 
among us questioned its 
historical or practical neces- 
sity, let alone its legitimacy. 

We were warriors, and our 
connection as a tribe meant 
the shared commitment to 
abandon the system that 
constantly betrayed the 
people and places we loved. 

Monkeywrenching was not 
just another tool in the box, it 
was what separated EF! from 
the toothless, First World 
environmental movement. A fellow Arizonan, Dave Fore- 
man, was our firebrand spokesperson, bringing listeners 
to tears with his stories of seeing the dying green fire in a 
wolf's eyes, telling us how the chainsaws also tore his flesh 
when they tore through an ancient redwood, before hoist- 
ing the sacramental monkeywrench to the sky and howl- 
ing like a wild wolf himself. What else were we supposed 
to do once that fire was lit inside our hearts, but defend 
the wildness we loved by any and all means? 


Back in the early days of EF!, Dave and the gang erect- 
ed a monument in New Mexico to Victorio, a Mimbres 
Apache who drove out or killed invading miners in the 
late 1800s. After years of watching his people die on 
the dreaded reservations, Victorio had enough of being 
pushed around by the system. He knew there was no oth- 
er way to live than with the Earth, not against her like 

the Invaders were forcing 
his people to do. So rather 
than die a slow death on 
the malaria-infested reser- 
vation, Victorio and a small 
band broke free to live the 
only way they knew how. 

By identifying with the 
Apache wars of the Ameri- 
can Southwest, EF! held 
up as an example a people 
whose worldview centered, 
like most indigenous peo- 
ples, on living in harmony 
with their environment and 
who, when attacked, fought 
ferociously to defend their 
way of life. That is what the 
Earth needed from the US 
environmental movement, 
then and now. That's what 
I thought was beginning 
I 20 years ago when I first 
I heard Dave Foreman speak, 
| and I knew there was no 
| greater responsibility than 
the time-honored tradition 
of fighting against one's In- 
vaders and oppressors. 

Then in 1990, in Arizona, 
FBI agents kicked in Dave Foreman's door, while simulta- 
neously ambushing a band of monkeywrenchers in action 
toppling powerlines. It was the first time that EF! experi- 
enced the legal consequences of its low-intensity campaign 
of what Foreman called "ecotage" — acts of economic sabo- 
tage against the forces destroying the Earth. Foreman — the 
editor/publisher of Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkey- 
wrenching — received a suspended sentence and probation. 
The FBI's case against Foreman and EF! effectively ended 



Rod Coronado holds a water cannon, ready to defend the 
wild aboard the Sea Shepherd. 
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Foreman's advocacy of ecotage. Gone were the days of 
Foreman pedaling Ecodefense after his lectures and sign- 
ing copies for wild, awakened "ecoteur” recruits (he re- 
fused to sign my copy in 2001). Most importantly to our 
growing struggle, the FBI had silenced our most outspo- 
ken representative while also demonstrating that "mon- 
keywrencher" was just another name for "terrorist." But 
the ecological insurrection did not end as the Invader had 
hoped — like the living organism it represents, seeds took 
to the Earth and grew into something very familiar. 

Like Victorio and his 
struggle against the 
Western worldview in- 
vasion, the actions of 
the Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) and Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) 
are enough of a threat 
to have been deemed 
by the FBI as the most 
active domestic terror- 
ism groups in the US. 

Burning SUVs would be 
the same as attacking 
the horse-drawn wag- 
ons and supply lines 
of the pioneer Invader; 
torching luxury tro- 
phy homes, the same 
as burning down their 
forts. Today, the insur- 
rection comes from 
within the fort's walls, 
and those still fighting 
have been forced to realize that when they abandon the 
privileges of the Invader, they join the ranks of all who 
have challenged him before. Bloodthirsty savage, ecoter- 
rorist — it's all the same. 

The Invader continues to instill fear with outrageous 
prison sentences: The American Indian Movement suf- 
fered Leonard Peltier as an example, just as we have with 
Jeffrey "Free" Luers. What both have shown is that what 
fear does not kill, it makes stronger — and those conscious 
enough to defend the Earth do so knowing that there is no 
turning back on this ancestral path to freedom, no matter 
how dear the personal price. 

That's what disappoints me today — not the constant as- 
sault or the scale of destruction against our life support 
system, but the lack of action to stop it. When I used to 
go to Game and Fish Department public hearings 20 years 
ago, EFIers packed the house. If the meetings accomplished 
nothing else, they let us tell the bastards killing the last of 
the wild nations that they'd have to go through us first. It 
might have meant little to them, but to EF! it was another 
way to remind them, and ourselves, that our love and alle- 
giance was to our Mother. Nowadays, I'm grateful to have 
more than myself representing our animal relations at the 
system's meetings. Wherever the desperately needed Earth 
warriors from this suicidal society have gone, they have 
thrown away a sacred responsibility in the hour of our 
planet's greatest need, and I think I know why. 


The thing that prevents the multitudes of conscious 
and aware individuals in our culture from taking direct ac- 
tion to stop, or at the very least interfere with, what they 
know to be wrong is fear. Fear makes us withdraw, and 
instead of fulfilling our social, ecological and political re- 
sponsibilities, we feel depressed or guilty for remaining a 
part of the problem. Without an ability to deal with fear, 
one may feel great empathy, but not enough to risk one's 
own place of comfort and privilege. Some reinforce their 
fear by discrediting those who do try to make a differ- 
ence. Fear is common 
in the broad, political 
left, and its paralyzing 
effect on direct action 
in the First World is 
what separates our re- 
sistance to ecological 
destruction from that 
of generations past, 
and from those in 
what the Invader calls 
the "Third World." 

We here in the First 
World feel fear when 
we think of Free's 22- 
year prison sentence or 
of a violent death. Yet 
for so many across the 
world, oppression, trag- 
edy and violence have 
become all they know. 
How do we defeat the 
fear and intimidation 
that robs us of our wild 
nature, spirit and willingness to fight back? We confront it. 
We know how bad things are, and I'm not going to waste 
time rattling off the numbers and statistics. We know the 
unthinkable evil and cruelty that is being committed in 
places like Huntingdon Life Sciences and Guantanamo 
Bay in our own name and by our own citizens, yet we do 
so little to stop it — little that is truly effective. 

Instead of accepting responsibility for our rogue govern- 
ment, the American left — including most environmental- 
ists — has become less politically active, barely challenging 
the corruption that we know exists. We turn on our com- 
puters and become more aware of the suffering, oppres- 
sion, war and destruction committed by US corporate 
armies. But rather than take to the streets, liberals worship 
messengers like Amy Goodman and Michael Moore. 

When the Internet first became a primary form of com- 
munication for our resistance, many spoke of the infor- 
mation that would be shared — believing, as the American 
left still does, that if people are made aware of injustice, 
somehow it will stop. But the US is still torturing prison- 
ers; the last wild buffalo are still being slaughtered; hun- 
dreds of thousands of young harp seals are still dying 
every Spring; the last wild wolves and indigenous people 
are under continued assault. Instead of the citizen action 
that one would expect from non-sympathizers and non- 
collaborators, we hide in our remaining privilege — hiking, 

continued on next page 



Old-school EFIers conquer their fears with their favorite tools in hand. 
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continued from previous page 
river rafting, drinking, cashing our career environmental- 
ist checks, paying the bills, growing ever more cynical, an- 
gry or depressed, but most of all ignoring the deep feeling 
in our hearts that still allows us to hear the Earth's cries. 

Awareness without action is worthless. Most people 
who rise up to prevent the destruction of their lives and 
homes, like Victorio, didn't learn such responsibilities late 
in life, but were taught by families living in harmony with 
the life around them — something there's ever less of in 
our consumer-based society. That is what we must return 
to if any movement hoping to preserve life on this planet 
is to survive. 

In the EF! campaign to defend Mt. Graham here in south- 
ern Arizona, an Apache elder 
told me that we must not 
forget why Mt. Graham was 
sacred, continue to practice 
that belief with prayer and 
teach our children to honor 
the mountain in the way 
our ancestors had. If we did 
that, he said, protecting Mt. 

Graham and all of Mother 
Earth would come natu- 
rally. Defending your home 
should be second nature, 
and helping others who are 
doing the same is still what 
the Earth and our movement 
needs most. What's needed 
is not just more monkey- 
wrenching, but more of the 
human-to-human and ani- 
mal-to-human living that 
keeps the Earth's spirit, and 
our own, alive. 

In my own awakening 
from the fear that immo- 
bilized me while living 
underground as an FBI fu- 
gitive, the Earth Mother 
spoke to me, saying, "We are here, we have been here 
and always will be here, but there is nothing we can 
do to help you until you believe in us more than what 
you fear. " Once freed from fear — and despite five federal 
grand juries investigating our ALF cell at the time — we 
were able to rise from hiding, organize and destroy the 
US government's Predator Research Facility in Utah. 

We must always remember where our power comes 
from, and believe in it more than in the fear our enemies 
use. When we believe in the power of the Earth more than 
in our fear of prisons or death, we attain the level of war- 
riorhood we need to survive the future. When we follow 
our hearts and instincts, and act to prevent the Earth's 
destruction and protect the innocent, we tell the Invader 
that the resistance is alive and strong. We say that the 
sisterhood and brotherhood with all life that has already 
survived so many generations of war will not be broken 
on our watch. 


The price of such responsibility may result in us be- 
ing hunted down like Victorio, the bison of Montana 
or the wolves of New Mexico and Arizona today. But if 
we allow fear to prevent us from doing what we know is 
fair and just, we disrespect our still-living and fighting 
wild sisters and brothers and those who are in prison, 
paying a higher price for freedom than most of us ever 
have. That is what hurts the most. Despite the number 
of people among us who are fully aware and able to 
describe the ecological turning point we have either al- 
ready passed or are fast-approaching — global warming, 
habitat destruction, species extinction, human wars and 
corporate pollution — so few are standing up to fight it. 

Still, I'm a fool, because my strong belief in the power of 

the Earth gives me hope. 
And if grown-ups fail to 
answer the call now, we'd 
better start raising more 
of our own children and 
building the kind of com- 
munity-support structures 
that a real resistance needs 
to survive. And I'm not 
just talking about know- 
ing how to build a fire; 
we must support, house, 
teach and feed the refu- 
gees that our enemies are 
always creating. The Earth 
will support us, that is not 
a question. But the society 
dependent on her exploi- 
tation will one day col- 
lapse, and when it does, 
the only ones left stand- 
ing will be those who 
never were dependent on 
it in the first place. All 
others will once again be 
subject to the Invader for 
their daily rations. 

I'm still under federal 
indictment for stopping a mountain lion hunt here in 
Arizona, and I'm facing another indictment for giving 
a lecture about monkeywrenching. But on November 
1, I'll still be helping escort sandhill cranes safely past 
the hunters' guns, not far from where Victorio rode 
himself. And though we may only save a few birds, our 
hearts will remain free, and those killing our winged 
relations will know it. So to those still ready to ride 
and break free from the reservations of our minds and 
hearts, to build the kind of sustainable resistance our 
Earth needs, the tribe still awaits you. The family of all 
life on Earth awaits you, around the sacred fire with 
hero warriors of generations before. That's where you 
can still find me, hoisting a monkeywrench to the sky 
and howling like a wild wolf. 

Rod Coronado is an organizer with Chuk'shon EF!, and he is 
looking for people to join him in the field this Fall and Winter 
in defense of the wild animal nations. 



Victorio, a Mimbres Apache warrior, held off miners in the 1800s. 
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Do We Know Where Our 

Deep Ecology is? 


BY JOHN JOHNSON 

ARTWORK BY ABIGAIL SlNGER 

Way back in the 1970s, a few nature-oriented philoso- 
phers came up with a visionary framework for viewing the 
world. They called it deep ecology, or biocentrism. The 
premise is pretty simple: Humans are not the end all, 
be all of evolution, but merely a strand in the web of 
life, with no inherent right to 
wreck everything and spoil 
the grand evolutionary 
pageant for everyone else. 

Deep ecology says that all 
living beings and life-giv- 
ing systems are equal and 
have an intrinsic value, beyond what val- 
ue humans may ascribe. In other words, all life 
and life-giving systems have inherent worth and a 
right to exist for their own sake, regardless of what 
kind of money people think they can make 
off them. This new worldview remained 
relatively obscure throughout 
the '70s. 

Enter Earth First!, which <» 

exploded onto the en- 
vironmental activist 
scene in 1980. Vowing 
not to compromise, 

EF! promised to use 
nonviolent direct ac- 
tion to protect wilderness and 
wild nature — in North America 
and around the globe — in accor- 
dance with a biocentric outlook. 

With its radical analysis and equal- 
ly radical actions, EF! scandalized the 
mainstream conservation movement 
and scared the piss out of the protectors 
of the US corporate-welfare state. As EF! chap- 
ters spread like wildfire, physical and ideological 
attacks inevitably followed. A surprising amount of 
this came from the left, which claimed a monopoly on 
advocating for the victims of capitalism. Many of the left's 
armchair quarterbacks resented a new worldview homing 
in, especially one claiming that humans might not be the 


center of the universe after all. Despite these ideological 
attacks, and repression from the Long Arm of the Law, 
deep ecology spread. 

Now, it must be said that some of the early and most 
vocal proponents of deep ecology in and around EF! were 
not the most socially minded folks. They denigrated 
humans and the role that humans could play in a 
healthy ecosystem. Unfortunately, many 
folks took this misanthropic 
tendency to represent the 
entirety of the biocen- 
tric movement; some 
still do. There were 
some, however, who saw 
no conflict between biocen- 
trism and other strains of anti- 
capitalist, anti-oppression and anti-hierarchical 
thought. Many of these folks joined EF! and in- 
sisted that deep ecology was not anti-human but 
pro-nature, pro-diversity and pro-freedom. 
The debates that followed, in the 
pages of the EF! Journal and 
other publications (as 
well as around the 
campfire), contrib- 
uted much to the 
evolution of bio- 
centric worldviews. 
However, the combi- 
nation of government 
repression, ego battles 
and ideological conflict put 
a tremendous strain on EF! 
as a cohesive movement. 
The 1990s saw the remains of 
the EF! movement become more 
socially conscious in an effort to pro- 
mote a revolutionary worldview that 
was still biocentric, but not anti-human. 
Judi Bari's brilliant essay, "Revolution- 
ary Ecology," explains why deep ecology and 
biocentrism are an excellent framework for de- 
veloping a coherent critique of the dominant indus- 
trial paradigm: 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page now run small, grassroots conservation 

"The fact that deep ecology is a revolutionary philosophy projects that promote biocentrism in 
is one of the reasons EF! was targeted for disruption and deed if not in name. Deep ecology 
annihilation by the FBI. The fact that we did not recognize and biocentric thought are now in- 
it as revolutionary is one of the reasons we were so unpre- eluded in environmental ethics text- 
pared for the magnitude of the attack. If we are to continue, books and have taken a rightful place 
EF! and the entire ecology movement in the spectrum of environmental 

must adjust their tactics to the 
profound changes that are 
needed to bring society 
into balance with na- 
ture. One way that we 
can do this is to broaden 
our focus. 

"Of course... it is en- 
tirely appropriate for an 
ecology movement to 

center on protecting irreplaceable i spoke with several other EF!ers to 

wilderness areas. But to define our get their thoughts on this matter, 

movement as being concerned with 'wilderness only,' as An activist from Cascadia told me 
EF! did in the 1980s, is self-defeating. You cannot seriously that he thinks we have ceded many 
address the destruction of wilderness without addressing valuable avenues of debate and ac- 
the society that is destroying it. It's about time for the tion to the mainstream sectors of 
ecology movement (and I'm not just talking about EF! the movement. He thinks that we 
here) to stop considering itself as separate from the social focus excessively on direct action, to 
justice movement. The same power that manifests itself as the detriment of street theater, writing, and good, old- 
resource extraction in the countryside manifests itself as fashioned outreach and education. Another activist, who 
racism, classism and human exploitation in the city. The splits time between the Sonoran Desert and the southern 
ecology movement must recognize that we are just one Appalachian mountains, feels that the historical lack of 
front in a long, proud history of resistance. recognition for social issues on the biocentric scene has 

"A revolutionary ecology movement must also organize led to a sort of over-compensation by EF!ers, in that now 
among poor and working people. With the exception of biocentrism gets pushed to the background in favor of 
the toxics movement and the Native land rights move- an increased focus on social issues. She recommends that 
ment, most US environmentalists are white and privi- the movement not shy away from either one: "Biocen- 
leged. This group is too invested in the system to pose it trism is about our relationships with the Earth and can 
much of a threat. A revolutionary ideology in the hands of easily be connected to anti-oppression, as that is about 
privileged people can indeed bring about some disruption relationships with and among people. It all boils down 
and change in the system. But a revolutionary ideology to respect." 

in the hands of working people can bring that system to However, an activist from Ireland reports that his col- 
a halt. For it is the working people who have their hands lective consists of a hybrid mix of anarchists, eco-anar- 
on the machinery. And only by stopping the machinery of chists, deep ecologists, social ecologists and socialists, 
destruction can we ever hope to stop this madness." and, "Our feeling is that this is the direction the move- 

ment is going (at least in Ireland) among those who are 




In addition to opposition from the human-centered 
left, EF! and deep ecology suffered a major ideological 
counter-offensive by defenders of the status quo. From 
Christian extremists to pro-industry property rights advo- 
cates, deep ecology was soundly flogged in mainstream 
arenas of debate. Always on the defensive, many activists 
felt that they had no choice but to focus on their specific 
campaigns to protect nature; they simply did not have the 
energy to engage in a philosophical war. After all, it's the 
Earth that comes first, not Earth First! or deep ecology. 
After the government repression manifested, many one- 
time EF!ers chose to express their worldview and activism 
in ways that were not so blatantly radical, tactically or 
philosophically. 

Despite the ongoing attacks from the left and the 
right, and despite the fact that EF! is a much smaller 
movement than it once was, we have had a huge impact 
on conservation and radical politics. Many former EF!ers 


seriously involved." Yet another activist, from Florida, 
disagrees: "I think the 'unbridgeable chasm' that the so- 
cial ecology scene used to babble about has turned out to 
be quite crossable after all. I've been seeing many urban 
people trying to connect themselves deeply to the Earth, 
despite the spreading diseases of concrete and injustice 
acting as barriers." 

Are we doing enough to answer Bari's call to synthe- 
size an anti-capitalist, anti-patriarchal critique with the 
insights of biocentric thought? i hope so. 

Deep ecology remains a viable worldview and belief 
system. The problem is that EF! and others have chosen 
to focus more on tactics, campaigns and actions than on 
proclaiming that a new paradigm is needed and that a 
different way of looking at the world is possible. An in- 
flux of movement-hoppers and social justice anarchists 
has further diluted this message. The radical ecology 
movement has been watered down. 
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Now, don't get me wrong — i think that cross-pollination 
with other movements is important. But we have a unique 
and important contribution to bring to the table, and we 
should be proud of that uniqueness rather than trying to 
downplay or hide it. Nature teaches us that there 
is strength in diversity and that some specializa- 
tion is important to the functioning of healthy ■ 
biotic communities. EF! and deep ecology have ™ 
made lasting and important contributions to the W 
overall critique of the modern, industrial com- 
modification of life, and anarchist and social jus- iN 
tice philosophies have added important insights * 
to the radical environmental movement. But we m 
must maintain our identity. Solidarity is not nec- 1 
essarily served by subsuming our worldviews B 

and actions to those of others. We are all J 

stronger when we say, loud and ^g***^^ 

clear, that we want justice 
for wild nature, includ- 
ing humanity. & 

The radical ecology fa F n 

movement has also f 

become increasingly I A 

young, urban cen- V f 1 

teredand — judging. ® I 

from attendance v 

at gatherings — over- (/ w // I J i 

whelmingly punk. Now, »jl 'A jjl 

this is not a bad trend in " jf \ 

and of itself. However, £ yr yi 

like the anarchist scene j» ” "] 

in general, i see the EF! 1 

scene becoming cliquish 

and insular. If you do not fo ^ v 

have a dirty pair of Car- ^ 

hartts with punk patches, - ▼ 

10 facial piercings and/or v 

cool tattoos, then you must 

be an infiltrator. At the last w v 

Eastern Forest Defense Ac- ” 

tion Camp in Virginia, a v 
straight-looking, veteran 
forest campaigner overheard 0- 

folks whispering about whether he was 


amazing rhetorical, tactical and philosophical skills and 
insights that we would be remiss not to learn from and, 
where appropriate, revive. 

Never mind your deep ecology, where's mine? 

Of course i've been guilty of subsuming my 
deeply held biocentric beliefs in the interest of a 

B ad up to Mountain Jus- 

discussed how we were 
the issue of protecting 
tains and forests from 
:oal industry. Time and 
at we would have great- 
ocus on the impacts of 
the human residents of 
Folks even went so far as 
:hat devalued a biocen- 
>roach to the issue and 
that invalidate my right 
to defend the moun- 
tains because i am 
not a "member of 
the community." 
Well i am a member of 
the community, i may 
not live in the coal- 
fields, but the forests, 
rivers, critters, plants 
and mountains are my 
kin and life-support 
system, i have a vested 
1 interest in stopping 

<0 <0 their destruction. 

*9 It doesn't matter 

V <9 if i'm from there or 

V not. Despite the ideological 

^ conflicts, MJS managed to 

— present the ecological and 

ft. V cultural dimensions of this 

V struggle. 

^ i don't want to come across 

^ as too harsh, i am proud of 

m 0. the progress that Earth First! and 

v * others in the radical environmen- 

tal movement have made over the last 25 


a cop; he almost left. At the Wyoming years. However, the question remains: What 

Round River Rendezvous in 2001, a friend fO are we going to do in the next 25? i hope 

of mine was accused of being an "eco-yuppie" or qj that we will get more people out in nature, 

cop because he had some new Patagonia gear on. i hope we will facilitate more people falling 


At the rendezvous in Maine, i saw folks camping in 
the middle of a patch of blooming Pink Lady's Slip- 
pers. This rare orchid is losing important forest habitat 
across the eastern US. But a bunch of radical environ- 
mentalists were camped on them and trampling them 
on the way to get drunk at the rowdy fire. Now, i like 
punk rock, have a pair of dirty Carhartts, and i like the 
rowdy fire, but let's be realistic, y'all: The revolution 
will not be made wholly by Crass fans. 

If we are going to survive the current round of repres- 
sion, we have got to be a more tolerant and diverse bunch. 
Now, I’m not interested in replicating the long-lost glo- 
ry days of EF!, but a lot of those folks developed some 


in love with the wild and recognizing its inher- 
ent worth, i hope we will continue to integrate social 
justice and deep ecology, i hope that we will see more 
permaculture, urban and rural, i hope that we will de- 
fend diversity in nature and culture. And i hope we will 
continue to contribute to the resistance by offering life- 
affirming, ecological worldviews as alternatives to the 
current death machine and its selfish, destructive domi- 
nant paradigm. 

john johnson is an activist affiliated with Katuah Earth First! 
and Mountain Justice Summer. He looks forward to discussing 
this topic with y'all around the campfire at the 2006 Round 
River Rendezvous in Southern Appalachia. 


November-December 2005 Earth First! Page 45 



Resacralizing 

Mother Earth 

in the History and Future of Earth First! 


by Bron Taylor 

From the earliest moments of Earth 
First!, a central rallying cry was to re- 
sacralize and defend Mother Earth. 

Resacralization was considered a pre- 
requisite to ecological resistance. 

The assumption underlying this de- 
mand was that human beings, especial- 
ly those raised in the Western world, 
no longer perceived nature to be sa- 
cred. Usually accompanying this prem- 
ise was a belief that many people — the 
world's remnant foraging, animistic 
peoples; those steeped in religions and 
philosophies originating in Asia; and 
those in the West who had retained or 
were reconstructing Paganism — actu- 
ally did consider nature as sacred and 
worthy of reverent defense. 

No one did more to promote such 
a message in the early years of EF! 
than Dave Foreman. An avid reader 
of environment-related histories and cultural analyses of 
all sorts, Foreman was drawing on a burgeoning body of 
scholarship that viewed Western religion and philosophy 
as fostering dualistic worldviews that produce purely in- 
strumental attitudes toward nature, which, in turn, cata- 
pult such cultures toward ecological calamity. 

Foreman insisted, even against the reservations of 
Howie Wolke, another EF! co-founder and one of Fore- 
man's closest friends, that the EF! Journal should publish 
according to a pagan calendar and utilize pagan names 
on the masthead. Wolke worried that it would be politi- 
cally counterproductive to be so overt about the spiritual 
perceptions motivating movement participants. In his 
reservation, Wolke was in good company, for many of 
the greatest environmentalists since Thoreau, including 
John Muir, Aldo Leopold and Rachel Carson, had similar- 
ly downplayed their nature-grounded spirituality in the 
fear that, in a predominantly Christian culture, express- 
ing such spirituality might hinder the environmental 
causes they were promoting. Yet Foreman prevailed, and 
the masthead names stuck, as did the critique of Western 
civilization. 


Foreman would later confess some 
embarrassment with his earlier en- 
thusiasm in such areas, expressing 
discomfort with collective ritualizing 
and concern that it was becoming an 
end in itself, distracting activists from 
direct resistance to the forces of envi- 
ronmental destruction. Nevertheless, 
I do not think he would, then or now, 
deny that his own environmentalism 
has been fueled by profound experi- 
ences in wild nature that led him to 
consider nature sacred and intrinsi- 
cally valuable. 

Whatever the current sensibilities 
of the individual who was, without 
much doubt, the most charismatic 
of the early leaders of EF!, the cri- 
tique and antidote that he helped 
to articulate drew others with simi- 
lar intuitions, ethics and intellectual 
predispositions to the movement. In- 
deed, EF! became a magnet for diverse 
people who considered nature sacred, felt kinship with all 
life and, from these, deduced a corresponding ethical ob- 
ligation to protect all forms of life. 

As a result of the diverse religious/spiritual and ethical/ 
political streams drawn to the movement, a period of re- 
markable creativity began to unfold from the early 1980s 
until the mid-1990s. This creativity was not only political 
and tactical — it involved new forms of what I would call 
"religious production." By this I mean that new ways of 
ritualizing and transforming consciousness were being in- 
vented afresh, or creatively adapted from existing practic- 
es residing largely at the margins of mainstream culture. 

Four examples can be briefly mentioned: 

(1) EF! Roadshows. Beginning in the early 1980s, various 
groups of activists toured the US and beyond, presenting 
the movement in choreographed presentations that gen- 
erally involved the juxtaposition of photographs of intact 
(sacred) wilderness ecosystems with clearcut (desecrated) 
wildlands, and the singing of diverse forms of music. The 
presentations were designed to express the movement's 
political and ecological critiques, as well as the connection 
to nature that many of the musicians believed humans 



Voodoo doll at Idaho's Cove/Mallard 
road blockade. 
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still innately held deep inside. The roadshows reflected 
a belief that when confronted with a clearcut landscape, 
good-hearted people will intuitively recognize that this is 
wrong and must be stopped. 

(2) The Round River Rendezvous (RRR). At these annual 
wildlands gatherings, an amazing array of music, poetry, 
and sometimes carefully constructed ritualized spaces and 
pageants were created. Much of this artistic work expressed 
the intrinsic value of nature or sought to deepen such 
perceptions among activists. The RRR was understood by 
many as a place to strengthen tribal bonds and to spiritu- 
ally empower activists for the environmental struggles to 
which they would soon return. 

(3) The Council of All Beings. A ritual process invented 
primarily by the Australian Buddhist/deep ecologist John 
Seed and the American Buddhist/scholar Joanna Macy, 
the council has been conducted at a number of venues fre- 
quented by EF! activists. Like other movement ritualizing, 
it served to deepen the felt connections to nonhuman na- 
ture already arrived at through vari- 
ous paths by movement activists. 

(4) Direct Action Resistance. Re- 
sistance campaigns themselves, or 
aspects of them, periodically as- 
sumed an overtly or implicitly re- 
ligious character, through actions 
resembling rituals. I have seen ac- 
tivists pray to the Great Spirit for 
strength in the midst of a near- 
violent confrontation and place 
pagan religious iconography on 
blockaded logging roads, as well 
as placards proclaiming the place 
to be sacred. And no small number 
of activists report profound expe- 
riences of connection to the Earth 
and its lifeforms, for example, 
while buried in a logging road or 
perched in a tree. 

Of course, like any other en- 
deavor in the spiritual or religious 
domain, not everyone found the 
same experiences to be equally 
meaningful, powerful or inspir- 
ing. Sometimes the efforts to invent, promote or facili- 
tate the movement's spiritual dimensions were met with 
good-natured kidding; at other times, with derision and 
ridicule. Without judging whether these reactions were 
justified, the result was that the movement, over time, 
did not provide fertile ground for the religious creativity 
that it had itself inspired. 

If this is an accurate assessment, then this represents a 
missed opportunity. 

One of the remarkable things about the early and mid- 
dle years of the movement was the sense of many activists 
that they had found their "tribe." By this they meant, it 
seems to me, that they had found a group of people who 
held the same things most dear. This had to do with a 
shared sense of the sacredness and intrinsic value of life, 
as well as the conviction that we should resist its destruc- 
tion with all the strength we can muster. 


Many of the ritual forms that evolved during those years 
contributed to this sense of belonging, which arguably was a 
source of movement strength. Even when tensions arose over 
ideological, strategic, tactical or other differences — some of 
which even led to major movement schisms — the ritualizing 
often managed to mitigate or soften the tensions. 

It appears to most long-time observers, however, that 
much of this kind of solidarity has been eroded. No one 
disputes that many long-term activists have drifted away, 
and not only in the wave that accompanied Dave Fore- 
man's 1990 departure. Some of these activists are finding 
new ways, no longer under the EF! umbrella, to reconnect 
to each other and the Earth. Despite such efforts, it is diffi- 
cult to avoid the impression that something valuable may 
have been lost from under the original EF! tent. Perhaps it 
is worth asking why this occurred, and whether anything 
could or should be done about it. 

First of all, I think that a reason for the erosion of the 
movement's spirituality, with a corresponding decline in 
at least some of its social power, is 
the antipathy of most activists to or- 
ganized religion and anything that 
reminds them of it. Some of the 
movement's spiritual experimenta- 
tion evoked memories of the orga- 
nized religions that most activists 
had fled. But the periodic ridicule 
of "woo woo" (which, when un- 
derstood negatively, really means 
spirituality that does not lead to 
activism) may well have bred a re- 
luctance among activists, who could 
otherwise have been spiritual lead- 
ers, to bring that part of themselves 
to the movement. And without a 
shared sense that movement spiri- 
tuality was central, there was no 
plan to ensure the presence of those 
who would bring spirituality-evok- 
ing and solidarity-promoting music, 
workshops or rituals. 

That there was no such plan is also 
related to the antipathy to leadership 
that came to characterize the move- 
ment as it assumed an increasingly anarchistic ethos. This 
may account, in part at least, for the loss of many of EF!'s 
most innately talented leaders, both political and spiritu- 
al. It was easier to exercise such gifts elsewhere than to put 
up with those who thought leadership itself was another 
form of hierarchy to be overturned. 

If this is even partly true, then this is highly ironic for 
a movement that claims to find wisdom in nature and 
indigenous cultures. Nature is replete with hierarchy, and 
dominance-submission dynamics are found among many 
species. This is relevant when thinking about leadership. 
Indigenous cultures, for their part, are known for respect- 
ing their elders. Eldership is another kind of leadership, 
one that is often deeply related to what might be called 
spiritual wisdom. But how often has the EF! movement 
asked its own elders to offer their own spiritual practices at 

continued on next page 
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Gim Z*OY Time 

(Earth First!) 

Religion... 


by Karen Pickett 

Imagine my surprise when I had PBS mumbling in the 
background as I made supper, and catching my attention 
came the words, "environmentalists... climate of hostility... 
but why, " said the narrator, "is Keith Hammer public enemy 
number one?" Well right there, I spilled my miso and let my 
stir-fry smoke as I went into the other room to see why PBS 
was mentioning Keith, who cruised over some white water 
with me years ago, who once occasionally draped himself 
in the EF! banner and who, for many years now, has been 
the director of the Swan View Coalition in Montana's Flat- 
head Valley. So why is Keith public enemy number one, 
as defined by northern Montana's version of the wise use 
movement? When they finally cut to an interview with 
him, I realized that he threatens the dominant paradigm 


because, EF! aside, he is an uncompromising biocentrist. 
That concept/philosophy/approach is the same dominant 
paradigm threat to dominion-style Christianity, capitalism 
and corporate power that first brought the heat on Earth 
First! years ago. 

Hmmm... biocentrism. No compromise in defense of 
whose mama? Now, what are the tenets of Earth First!? 
Gee, isn't it direct action and nonviolence? In a word, 
no. Something has gotten lost in the shuffle of out with 
the old, in with the new. While we do have an unbro- 
ken record of nonviolence in our resistance to ecological 
mayhem (providing you don't include vandalism in your 
definition of violence), and while that record has been 
useful and sometimes important to point to, it is not the 
underpinning of Earth First!. 

Biocentrism is what sets us apart — or at least, it used to. 


continued from previous page 
a RRR? More often, Native American elders are invited to 
provide a blessing or to lead some form of ritual or soli- 
darity ceremony. The movement often acts as though it 
has no internal spiritual resources, or that they are not 
important. 

One of the patriarchs of sociology. 

Max Weber, once suggested that there 
are three outcomes after a charismatic 
leader who has founded or revitalized 
a religious or social movement dies 
or departs. Either the movement dies 
out over time; the charisma is passed 
down through some designated heredi- 
tary line of succession; or it is passed 
on through a designated bureaucracy, 
such as a priestly class. Weber's analysis 
poses interesting questions for all new 
social and/or religious movements, in- 
cluding EF!. 

In the past 25 years, the EF! move- 
ment has made many positive contribu- 
tions (despite ongoing, more numerous 
setbacks) to its vision for a comprehen- 
sive re-harmonization of life on Earth. 

But to make even greater contributions, EF! needs to take 
its animating spirituality more seriously. 

The EF! movement, whatever the names it goes under, 
will not die out. There will always be those who feel and 


act like EF!ers. But it is worth asking how the spiritual 
energy that gave rise to the movement might more ef- 
fectively draw people to itself, empower them and pro- 
mulgate itself, from generation to generation. 

With slogans like "Copulate Don't Populate!," pass- 
ing leadership along hereditary lines 
seems ill advised — indeed, like a recipe 
for group extinction. So perhaps, as the 
movement looks at its next quarter cen- 
tury, it should begin to talk more pub- 
licly about things thus far heard only in 
small groups around campfires — about 
how to honor, respect, bring back and 
cultivate the movement's spiritual prac- 
tices and leadership. This may be one 
way to reanimate a movement that 
many feel has become adrift and less 
powerful than it once was. Perhaps "Re- 
sacralize Mother Earth!" is a slogan that 
needs to be both resurrected and prac- 
ticed anew. 

Bron Taylor teaches in the graduate 
program in Religion and Nature at the 
University of Florida. His books include 
Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and Popular Envi- 
ronmentalism and The Encyclopedia of Religion and 
Nature. For more information on his work and writings, 
visit www.religionandnature.com. 
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Have we evolved beyond our cheerleading for Aldo Leo- 
pold-style biocentrism and a concomitant focus on wil- 
derness to a landscape where we are primarily fighting 
corporations on the globalization stage? 

EFl's initial focus had been on wilderness, not because 
we're privileged and like pretty things, but because wilder- 
ness is where the last remnant populations of many fellow 
species are making their last stands — species from shiny 
salamanders to scaly prehistoric fish to the predators big 
enough to eat us humans (which is part of what defines 
wilderness). Wilderness is where 
we remember that we are a species 
of animal — not "just another" spe- 
cies, but one of tens of thousands 
in a wondrous biological web. 

Wilderness is a reflection of the 
wildness within us. When we stop 
recognizing the paramount im- 
portance of saving wilderness, we 
lose something in ourselves and 
in our ability to fight, to resist, to 
love, to steam with passion. 

Howie Wolke called wilderness 
the "seething cauldron of evolution." It is important for 
the very fact that it is not a construct of our insane spe- 
cies. The journey of the salmon happens irrespective of 
human life, and without respect to others' needs or to 
what is going on above the surface of the water. That 
I could only achieve such focus in my own work! For 
me, it's not about the "wilderness" that has Sierra Club- 
bers bouncing down the trails with North Face, Adidas 
and Nalgene, but the wilderness that reflects our wild- 
ness. It's about the places that are 
still home to those species that 
couldn't care less whether Homo 
sapiens continues its journey on 
the blue-green sphere or not. 

It's a valid argument that it is 
the privileged in society — either 
by race or chance economic cir- 
cumstance or geography — who 
have the relative luxury of being 
able to campaign for wilderness. 

There is no doubt that we're nev- 
er gonna make significant move- 
ment forward in our campaigns 
for change without some astute class analysis, leading 
us to change ourselves and our societal (and sub-cul- 
tural) constructs. 

But that doesn't preclude the priority of wilderness, 
nor does it replace battles for the wild with corporate 
campaigns. 

EF! has, in many ways, been absorbed into the anti-cor- 
porate globalization movement, and there is something 
that we bring to that table (or circle, as the case may 
be). We slide right into the direct-action scenarios with 
a high comfort level; we mesh with the pagan collective; 
we are part of the analysis that, by and large, takes a no- 
compromise stance. But the higher value item that we 
can bring to the table is the biocentric analysis — we can 
deepen the ecology. 


Direct action— hell, everyone does direct action these 
days (you'll have to excuse me, as I live in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area, and we have labor and anti-war demon- 
strators, human rights agitators, teachers, nurses and 
little old ladies out in the streets here). Looking at the 
evolution and growth of the progressive, anti-corporate 
globalization movement, it becomes clear that direct ac- 
tion is no longer the territory of Earth First!, Sea Shep- 
herd or Greenpeace. 

Sometimes, I wonder who the heck those people are, 
running around in the streets of 
Seattle/Miami/Cancun/New York/ 
Quebec with EF! t-shirts, why we 
don't have any local EF! newslet- 
ters when once there were a doz- 
en at least, or why we don't have 
an EF! group in my bioregion. 

„ Where did all the oldies (and 
I goodies) go? The common excuse 
^ is that activism is for childless 
| youngsters, before they start their 
family. But there are plenty of 
graying activists in some move- 
ments (e.g., Pacifica radio and anti-war), while the punks 
in black sweatshirts at EF! gatherings are saying, "Hey, 
you elders should step back and give the younger people 
a chance to talk," and, "What do older activists do, any- 
way, when you can no longer climb trees?” (I swear, this 
question was actually posed to me at the 2004 Round 
River Rendezvous). David Brower got more radical as he 
got older — right up until he departed this physical plane. 
Sounds like a plan to me. 

Youth or graying maturity of 
participants aside, Earth First! has 
been the catalyst and last line of 
defense on many stages not be- 
cause of a commitment to non- 
violence or even because of direct 
action, but because it is a movement 
that puts the Earth first. That is 
I deep ecology/biocentrism trans- 
it formed into a succinct slogan. 
g From taking on the dams taming 
* wild rivers and the roads invading 
wild lands, to the battles over fire 
ecology and extinction threats to 
non-charismatic species, to the decidedly non-charismatic 
campaigns — like Cove/Mallard — that the anthropocentric 
98 percent of the environmental movement abandoned 
because there wasn't a public interest (i.e., recreational) ele- 
ment, Earth First! was there. Because these species, those 
rocks, those rivers and the living, breathing Earth have at 
least as much right — on my misanthropic days (approxi- 
mately 99 percent), I'd say they have more right — to be tak- 
ing up atmospheric space as Homo sapiens. 

But even if I can now qualify for the American Associa- 
tion of Retired Persons (much to my horror), let's hope 
that biocentrism is not becoming a relic. What does Earth 
First! mean to you ? 

With no plans to "retire" from frontlines activism any time 
soon, KP plans to bum her AARP card on her next birthday. 




November-December 2005 Earth First! Page 49 




A Quarter Century of 

Deviance 


by Rik Scarce 

When it really comes down to it, what makes Earth First! 
different? What makes it stand out? Why should anyone 
pay attention to it? 

Maybe it's the movement's nonexistent leadership or 
its casual organization, in which activists pick up the load 
as needed. Perhaps it's the culture — the movement has its 
own music, art and clothing styles. The ecocentric ideology 
makes people take notice, as does EF!'s strategic approach 
to campaigns. Then there are the varied tactics, its grass- 
roots existence and its lo- 
cation — not in the political 
power centers, but on the 
ground, where the planet 
needs it most. 

There's one concept that 
covers all of those differences 
between the movement and 
mainstream American soci- 
ety: deviance. 

By "deviance," I don't 
mean to imply that indi- 
vidual Earth Firstlers, or 
the movement overall, are 
somehow abnormal. I'm 
not using "deviant" in a pe- 
jorative sense — there's no 
value judgment to it, only 
the observation that EF! as 
a movement, and the ac- 
tivists in it, violate social 
norms with what they do. 

They defy expected behav- 
iors, and they flout accepted attitudes. Resistance, the heart 
of the movement, is what makes it deviant. 

As a historian of the movement, I'm fascinated with how 
EF!'s deviance has been manifested over the last quarter 
century. With its endless supply of creative approaches to 
confronting the forces of environmental destruction, the 
movement rarely fails to surprise those of us who watch 
it from afar. 

Making It Easy for the Mainstream 

Ecocentrism is what this movement is about, not narrow 
human concerns. It is still, however, a social movement. 
EF! may seek to preserve wild places and to defend the 
planet against a host of assaults, but its successes depend 
upon its ability to effect social change — change outside of 
the movement itself. 


That observation was central to EF!'s founders' view of 
their role in the broader environmental movement. EF!, 
they hoped, would allow mainstream environmental or- 
ganizations to be more successful. The founders figured 
that with EF! around, the "deviant" label — and here I do 
mean the word pejoratively, since that's the connotation 
that its users intended — would shift away from the Sierra 
Club, the Wilderness Society and the like. In turn, the 
theory went, those mainstream organizations would be- 
come more successful. 

So, from its start, EF! was deliberately deviant. Only 

two things have changed 
about that outlook in a 
quarter century. 

First, the movement's 
early strategic vision never 
worked. The mainstream 
failed to find the cour- 
age to demand what EF! 
hoped to help it claim — 
more wilderness, the cre- 
ation of wildlife corridors, 
and the development of 
stronger endangered spe- 
cies, wetlands and anti- 
toxics laws. 

In spite of this disap- 
| pointment, the movement 
| has always worked with the 
mainstream — the Headwa- 
| ters Forest campaign stands 
as the foremost example 
of such collaboration. But 
Headwaters was not the 
sort of victory EF! had in mind. Too little was saved at 
too high a cost. The movement has found, I think, that 
the distance between its deviance and the mainstream's 
conservatism amounts to a gaping chasm. 

ritiw 

Shifting Tactics 

The second thing that has changed over the years is the 
form of deviance, which is constantly evolving. Initially, 
EF!'s tactics simply involved doing what the mainstream 
had never dared: norm-violating acts like placing a me- 
morial plaque in a wilderness area or symbolically crack- 
ing Glen Canyon dam. Then there was the rhetoric: "No 
Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth." Of the hallowed 
names in US environmentalism, only John Muir had ut- 
tered anything like it, when he said that he might join the 
"beasts" should a war erupt between them and humanity. 
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By 1985, EF! activists were sitting in trees to stop log- 
ging companies from destroying old growth — the era of 
civil disobedience on behalf of the planet had begun. The 
other tactic that came to define EF! — monkeywrenching — 
was inspired by Edward Abbey's The Monkey Wrench Gang, 
but it had made its first appearance in 1970, when "The 
Fox" became the original ecoteur by dumping corporate 
executives' toxic waste in their own offices. 

Ecotage, for EF!, was part of a broader strategy within 
any given campaign, a last resort when all other means 
had failed to preserve wilderness or otherwise halt en- 
vironmental destruction. More 
recently, taking a cue from the 
Animal Liberation Front, the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has 
rewritten the radical environmen- 
tal playbook by eliminating the 
distinction between strategy and 
tactics. As "hard-core" anarchists 
driven by a political commit- 
ment to destroy capitalism, ELF 
activists act in defense of Mother 
Earth anywhere, anytime, often 
not waiting until other avenues of 
protest have failed — or have even 
been attempted. 

ELF rhetoric is different as well. 

Earth First! activists often have 
been outright victims of destructive 
forces themselves, as when they 
were brutally dragged from treesits 
or had pepper spray swabbed di- 
rectly into their eyes during acts of 
civil disobedience — to say nothing 
of David "Gypsy" Chain's unpro- 
voked murder while he protested 
the destmction of Headwaters For- 
est or the car bombing of Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney. But 
the ELF has come close to threatening the lives — and has 
trashed the vehicles and homes — of those it opposes, per- 
sonalizing struggles in ways Earth First! never dreamt, while 
protecting itself from violent persecution and reprisals. 

Deviance Within the Movement 

The ELF’s rejection of Earth Firstl's evolution-of-protest 
model (i.e., any given campaign should develop roughly 
step-by-step, from legal actions to civil disobedience to 
monkeywrenching) has some activists within Earth First! 
insisting that the ELF practices property destmction, not 
ecotage. But examples of that kind of internal deviance — 
rule-breaking within the movement — are nothing new. 

Whether it is what others eat around the campfire, what 
they think of the US, their willingness to compromise in 
small ways to win big battles, their efforts to admit human 
concerns into radical environmentalism's purview or even 
who sits around the fire in the first place, activists within 
the movement have always struggled with one another. 

The EF! "Old Guard" knew that the movement was no 
longer theirs, one told me years ago, when they saw tofu 
rather than beef being grilled over campfires at the Round 
River Rendezvous. Even back then, tofu-eating anarchists 
were altering the movement's self-perception — from an 


effort to save "America" from itself into an effort to de- 
stroy nearly everything that is "American.” 

Other internal deviants included Judi Bari and North 
Coast Earth First! (NCEF!) activists, who renounced tree- 
spiking in their region as part of an effort to build bridges 
between the movement and timber workers. NCEF! was 
upbraided by many, not for compromising Mother Earth, 
but for compromising on the tactics that might be used to 
defend Her. 

Dissension over similar acts of deviance occurs today, 
as activists build upon the continued momentum against 

corporate globalization that be- 
gan with the Seattle World Trade 
Organization protests in 1999. 
At protest after protest, labor ac- 
tivists have marched alongside 
human rights, women’s rights, 
children's rights and indigenous 
rights proponents — and activ- 
ist environmentalists. Within 
the movement, however, some 
question whether it is possible 
to be ecocentric and uncompro- 
mising while building bridges to 
such groups. 

And then there are those who 
struggle for a place for women 
and persons of color in the move- 
ment — deviants pointing out that 
all is not well within EF!. Through- 
| out its history, female activists in 
| EF! have questioned men's Willing- 
'S" ness to make them full partners in 
* the struggle. Those tensions have 
only risen in recent years as male 
activists have been outed for rap- 
ing female treesitters and other- 
wise resisting women's full participation in the movement. 

Like sexism, racism dogs EF!. Environmentalism is seen 
by many as a concern of whites, but EF!'s ostensibly free 
and open community ought to be a welcoming place for 
nonwhite activists. However, most persons of color who 
experience the movement encounter a chilly climate, and 
the movement has a reputation, according to one envi- 
ronmental justice scholar I spoke to, for racism. In the 
eyes of some, many activists' misanthropy and support 
for extreme limits on immigration indicates a movement 
subtly promoting racism. 

Of course, what once was deviant often becomes stan- 
dard and taken for granted. Direct action, for example, 
has been legitimized worldwide as an effective tactic for 
social change. And tofu is now a staple around Round 
River Rendezvous campfires. Other changes — like gender 
equality and multiracial representation within the move- 
ment — may take longer to come about. But a movement 
like Earth First! never ceases to change. 

Rik Scarce's history of the radical environmental movement, 
Eco-Warriors, will be republished later this year with a new 
concluding chapter. In 1 993, Rik spent more than five months 
in jail for refusing to betray confidential sources from his re- 
search on the movement. He now teaches sociology at Skid- 
more College. 
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The Sherman Austin Case and 


An Interview with Jennifer Martin Ruggiero 


by Lenny 

On January 24, 2002, federal agents raided the home of Sherman Austin, the 
black, 18-year-old webmaster of www.raisethefist.com. The agents confiscated 
computers and political literature, and they shut down the website. Following a 
year-and-a-half of threats and harassment, Austin ended up serving a year in 
prison because a different website, hosted on his server, contained information 
on how to make explosives. Neither the webmaster of the actual site nor the au- 
thor of the information were ever targeted by law enforcement. 

Austin's case quickly became a rallying point for anarchists and radical speech 
defenders, as well as a frightening example of where things could go in a post- 
9/1 1 police state. Curious about the effects this case has had on our culture of 
resistance, as well as its legal implications for the future, I spoke with Austin’s 
mother, Jennifer Martin Ruggiero. 

Martin Ruggiero has been a community organizer and activist all of her life. 
She is interested in environmental issues and building self-sustaining communi- 
ties, and she believes in nonviolent change through community education and 
empowerment. She currently lives in Los Angeles, California, and administers 
www.freesherman.org. 


EF!J: For those who aren't familiar 
with it, what was the government's basic 
case against Sherman? 

JMR: Well, they never did have a 
case against him, so they invented 
one. They went digging around to 
try to find something that they could 
threaten him with, and what they 
found was called 18 USC 842 (p)(2)(A). 
It's called "distribution with intent;" 
it was the first time it was ever used. 
Basically, it has to do with distribu- 
tion of information about things like 
how to make explosives, with the in- 
tent that it be used to commit an act 
of violence. 

EF!J: So what exactly did they charge 
him with? 

JMR: They never indicted him. 
That's the thing that a lot of people 
don't understand. They never charged 
him with anything — they threatened 
to. After the raid on our house, Sher- 
man drove to New York City for a 
demonstration, and they arrested 
him there. He wasn't doing anything, 
he was just dancing around with a 
bunch of demonstrators. The feds 


singled him out and brought him to 
a high security lockup where they in- 
terrogated him — Secret Service and 
FBI — for hours. And they said that 
they had found two fully functional 
Molotov cocktails in the house on the 
day of the raid, which was a total lie. 
There weren't any Molotov cocktails 
in my house; there were empty iced 
tea bottles. And they threatened him 
with that. 

They ended up shipping him back 
to Los Angeles, where he was released. 
And he was fine for six months, no 
charges. We didn't hear back from 
them — he put the website back up — 
and then all of a sudden, the federal 
public defender came back and said, 
"You know, they don't have anything 
on you, so they're going to try to in- 
vent something." 

Which is what they did. Eventually, 
the two fully functional Molotov cock- 
tails became "the components of a Mo- 
lotov cocktail." Which basically means 
that if you have empty glass bottles in 
your house, gasoline in your garage and 
matches, you have the components of a 


Molotov cocktail! And they threatened 
to indict him for possession of that if 
he didn't sign a plea agreement stating 
that he distributed information with 
the intent that people use it to blow 
things up. When Sherman refused to 
sign the plea, they also threatened him 
with a 20-year terrorist enhancement. 
But they never formally indicted him; 
there was never any preliminary hear- 
ing; there was never an investigation of 
the evidence; there was never any chal- 
lenging by the federal public defender. 
It was just, "Sign here, or we're gonna 
do this to you, kid." 

EF!J: I wasn't aware that you can plead 
guilty to something that you've never 
been charged with. 

JMR: That's what's so unusual about 
this case; even the federal public de- 
fender said, "I've never seen this hap- 
pen before." But they offered him a 
plea agreement without ever formally 
indicting him, and my perspective on 
the whole situation is they did that 
because they knew that they didn't 
have anything on him, and they 
knew that we were really intimidated 
at that point. 

The whole thing was a scam; it was 
a complete setup. I think they basical- 
ly just used Sherman as an example, 
and they had to figure out some way 
to do it effectively. So they just took 
this arsenal of nonsense, put it all to- 
gether and threatened him in order to 
get him to sign the plea. 

EFIJ: And so Sherman ended up serving 
a year in prison? 

JMR: Yeah... well, the whole thing 
went on — goodness! — we're now 
talking a year and a half. We must 
have had about four or five hear- 
ings, one of which/, when we all 
showed up to go to it, wasn't on 
the court docket. And we found out 
that was the day that Attorney Gen- 
eral John Ashcroft came down with 
his memo to the federal judges and 
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the Criminalization of Speech 


Left to right: Sherman Austin at his mother's 
house shortly after his release from prison in July 
2004; Jennifer Martin Ruggiero and Sherman; 
Zack de la Rocha (former singer for the band 
Rage Against the Machine) and Sherman 


district attorneys about negotiating get — but Judge Wilson wouldn't go That is a really big deal for him. 
pleas — basically that minimum sen- for it. We went back and forth about He couldn't even take the placement 
tences were not allowed; they had to three or four times, and the judge test for college classes because they 
give the maximum sentence. I think kept denying the plea and saying, require you to do it on a computer, 
what happened is that Sherman's "Come back. If this kid is so bad, He can't even use a computer to look 
hearing was on the docket, and then how come you're only giving him a for a job. So he's totally restricted in 
they removed it — the judge wanted month in prison?" And Wilson even- terms of providing himself with ba- 
to make sure that whatever ruling tually gave Sherman a year in prison, sic needs and information that one 
he made would actually satisfy the even though the assistant district would need in order to survive — not 
higher-ups. attorney in charge of the case said even counting the fact that this is 

In fact, I kno*w that's true because that he did check with Ashcroft's of- the way he supported himself. Writ- 
on the second 1 to final hearing, the fice, and they did say that a month ing software, writing code, designing 
judge asked the district attorney if in prison, three months in a halfway web pages. And the fact that they're 
he had contacted Ashcroft's office house and three years of probation not allowing him to work in the 
and the head of the FBI! I mean, was fine. field that he's been trained to work 

I'm serious— I have the actual notes EF!J: And now he’s on what seems like in. He also can't touch a pager, a cell 
from the hearing. Had he contacted a really restrictive probation. phone... anything like that, unless 

Ashcroft to find out if they agreed JMR: It's extremely restrictive, yes. he gets prior approval from his pro- 
on the sentence? 'Cause what they Basically, he can't touch any kind bation officer, and he's not allowed 
were offering was, "If you sign this of digital device that has the ability outside of a certain radius without 
plea, we'll give you a month in pris- to send information out on the In- prior approval, 
on, three months in a halfway house ternet without prior approval of his And his probation also says — al- 
and then three years of probation." probation officer. So he can't touch though it’s not a stipulation, but a 
If you sign the plea, this is what you computers at all. continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
suggestion — that Sherman should not 
associate with anarchists. I mean, it 
actually says that! 

EF.'f: Why do you think they singled 
Sherman out for this? I mean, what 
they allege that he did, there must be 
thousands of people who have done 
that and much worse and didn't get 
this kind of treatment. 

JMR: Well, Sherman's website was 
really popular. Kids in schools were 
joining raisethefist.com and creating 
Raisethefist groups, and he had thou- 
sands of hits every day. Hits from 
kids — and agents. He knew who they 
were; I mean, he knew that he was 
getting hits from the FBI and the Se- 
cret Service. He didn't tell me; I didn't 
know this. And I think they really felt 
that he was threatening, especially 
thanks to the overactive imagina- 
tion of John I. Pi, the special agent in 
charge of the case. 

They were ex- 
tremely threatened 
by the fact that this 
website had become 
very popular. It was 
after 9/11; they had 
totally fucked up 
with everything, and 
they were trying to 
find a way to make 
themselves look like 
they were actually 
doing their jobs. And 
then there's the fact that he's African 
American. You know, here's this black 
kid who used to shave all his hair off, 
and now he has dreads, and he has 
this anarchist website up, and he's 
a really good organizer — and they 
thought, “We gotta get rid of him, 
and we gotta get rid of him quick. So 
we have to find a way to shut him up. 
And wow, we have the USA PATRIOT 
Act, so this is an easy one. We want to 
use him as an example." 

EF!f: What sort of precedent do you 
think ended up getting set by Sherman's 
case, both legally and in terms of what 
the government feels it can now get 
away with? 

JMR: I think they definitely want- 
ed to set a precedent, and in fact 
Judge Wilson made it very clear 
that Sherman was being used as an 
example to make sure that future 
"revolutionaries" will think twice 
before doing anything. 


They really used him to try to in- 
still fear and to prevent other people 
from doing the same thing, from ef- 
fectively organizing. But what they 
did in the process was completely 
the opposite. They created a huge 
support base and educated a lot of 
people about organizing, as well 
as the things that one should and 
should not do. So they weren't effec- 
tive, even though they thought they 
would be. And I think they did not 
instill fear in people, they just made 
people more angry. 

EF!J: There’s currently a grand jury 
seeking an indictment against Rod 
Coronado for giving a speech and alleg- 
edly showing how to make an incendi- 
ary device, and it seems very similar in 
that it's the same concept of trying to 
prosecute someone for speech — distri- 
bution of information with intent that 
someone would use it. Do you think we 


can expect an increase in this strategy of 
prosecuting people for speech? 

JMR: Absolutely. The fact that Sher- 
man signed a plea so easily without 
even taking it to court was really not 
the best thing to do, but I totally un- 
derstand why he did it at that mo- 
ment. You know, if I was 18 years old, 
and they were threatening me with 
a 20-year terrorist enhancement, I 
probably would've signed the plea, 
too. But yes, I definitely think that 
the time has come when they’re gon- 
na start pulling these laws out and 
using them to try to silence people. 

I think it definitely shows that we're 
in a situation where they could eas- 
ily come down on you very heavily, 
saying that you had the intent — espe- 
cially in Rod's case, where he already 
has a record. 

EF!J: Having lived through this entire 
ordeal, which I guess is still ongoing, 
what do you think that you learned that 


would be the most helpful for anyone who 
might be facing a similar situation? 

JMR: Fight it. Don't allow them to 
intimidate you. Do some fundraising 
and get yourself the best attorney that 
you possibly can. Don't get a sellout; 
lots of attorneys are easily bought. Do 
your research. Make sure you get a 
good attorney who's willing to stand 
up to the system, and don't give in. If 
you go to trial, and you get convict- 
ed, and you get time; appeal it. If you 
didn't do it, don't give in. 

And fight the law. I mean, if it's a 
law like "distribution with intent" 
that was never challenged. The climate 
in this country right now is very differ- 
ent than it was when Sherman's case 
started. When Sherman's case started, 
it was a bunch of flag-waving people 
standing on corners with candles talk- 
ing about "let's blow up the terrorists." 
Things have changed; a lot of people 
see who Bush is and 
what he's doing. The 
consciousness level 
has raised through- 
out the country. And 
I think that now the 
time is ripe to start 
fighting. 

But you have to 
have a good strategy. 
You have to be will- 
ing to be dragged 
through the streets, 
because these people 
are really vicious. They don't stop. 
They use the intimidation factor, the 
fear factor, and you really have to be 
strong — you have to stand up to it. 
You need a really good support base. 
And the best way to get a support base 
is to not remain silent. Expose it. Get 
media coverage wherever you can get 
it and expose it — with that comes a 
lot of support. 

I know that when I finally went public 
with this, even though the federal pub- 
lic defender insisted that I shouldn't, 
it made a world of difference. In ret- 
rospect, we should've fought it! I cer- 
tainly would have survived it. It would 
have been much better than having to 
give into something — lie and say that 
you did something that you didn't do, 
just because they're trying to intimidate 
you. Better than sending my son off to 
prison for a thought crime he didn't 
even commit. So that's the best advice I 
have — don't stay silent. 


Prosecutors never formally indicted Sherman; 
there was never any preliminary hearing; there 
was never an investigation of the evidence; there 
was never any challenging by the federal public 
defender. It was just, “Sign here, or were gonna 
do this to you, kid.” 
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Your Side! 


He's Working on 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I keep hearing about the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act, 
but I don't really know what's in it. Are our direct actions in 
defense of the Earth really classified as terrorism now? 

— Not With the President 

Dear Opposed to Georgie, 

Congress passed the Animal Enterprise Protection Act 
in 1992 to combat activists' success in using tactics in- 
cluding civil disobedience, liberation and firebombing 
to protect animals and the environment from harm. In 
2002, it strengthened and renamed the law the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA), as the "T" word became 
more and more appealing to the 
monied interests funding Con- 
gressmembers' re-election cam- 
paigns and vacation junkets. 

The AETA, found in the statute 
books at 18 USC § 43 (this means 
Volume 18, US Code, Section 43), 
created several crimes. To be found 
guilty of any of these new crimes, 
a person must travel across state 
lines for the purpose of physically 
disrupting an animal enterprise and 
must intentionally damage some 
property of that animal enterprise. 

Whether an AETA crime is a felony 
or a misdemeanor depends on the 
damage done. If a court determines 
that the defendant caused less than 
$10,000 worth of property damage, 
the defendant would be convicted 
of a misdemeanor and sent to prison 
for up to six months. If a defendant 
caused more than $10,000 in dam- 
age, they would be convicted of a 
felony and imprisoned for up to 
three years. If a person causes seri- 
ous physical injury to someone, that person 
could end up imprisoned for up to 20 years. If a 
person kills someone while physically disrupting an animal 
enterprise, that person may be imprisoned for the rest of 
their natural life. The person might also be ordered to pay 
a fine and, most despicable of all, pay the corporation for 
any economic damage done to it, including loss of profits 
or the cost of repeating the destroyed "experiment." 

Even though the word "terrorism" is included in the 
title of this law, it is not found in the statute's text and 
being convicted under this law does not in any way la- 
bel someone a "terrorist." Nor is the AETA related to 


other crimes, such as "domestic terrorism," created by 
the USA PATRIOT Act in 2001. The action itself, how- 
ever, might bring someone under that far more serious 
domestic terrorism statute. 

The AETA defines "animal enterprise" as any person or 
group that uses animals for food, clothing, agriculture, re- 
search or testing. "Animal enterprise" also includes those 
who torture animals to amuse self-indulgent humans 
(e.g., circuses, zoos, rodeos and aquariums). The AETA tar- 
gets activists working to protect animals from harm, but 
not so much activists protecting the environment from 
harm — though the two obviously overlap. 

Which brings me to a very interesting part of this law: 
The AETA seems to give environmental activists, even the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF), virtually a free ride. The law 
seems to have been hatched directly 
from the twisted minds of Hunting- 
don Life Sciences and Chiron, two 
of the heartless bastards targeted by 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC). For example, the AETA is use- 
less against those involved in the May 
2001 ELF actions against the Universi- 
ty of Washington's Center for Urban 
Horticulture and a genetically engi- 
neered poplar farm, because neither 
target involved animal torture. 

The FBI reports that beginning in 

2004, SHAC and the Animal Libera- 
tion Front have eclipsed the ELF in 
terms of successful actions against 
the powers that be. In reports to 
Congress in 2002 and 2003, the 
FBI identified the ELF as the pri- 
mary domestic terrorism threat. In 

2005, however, the FBI has been 
reporting that the chief domestic 

terrorism threats to the US are those 
fighting drug companies — that means 
groups like SHAC. 

The AETA, which might better be called 
"The SHAC Attack Act," is a relatively narrow law that 
provides relatively light penalties for those convicted of 
direct action, assuming that no person is injured in the 
action. But to those being prosecuted under the AETA, 
such as the SHAC 7, even a "relatively light" sentence of 
three years behind bars for each count would be devas- 
tating. Please support those being persecuted under the 
AETA, and fight for its repeal. 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o 
Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste 500, Port- 
land, OR 97204; quixote516@yahoo.com. Please write "Dear 
EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners worldwide. 
Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before sending 
monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. As- 
sume that the authorities read everything that you write to a prisoner. Although many prison- 
ers are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers discounted 
subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more in formation. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Birmingham, Winson Green Rd, Bir- 
mingham B18 4AS, England. Arrested on 
September 30 and accused of blackmail 
in the campaign to shut down the Darley 
Oaks guinea pig farm in Newchurch. 

•David Agranoff was released on October 
12 after serving two months for contempt 
and refusing to testify before a grand jury 
investigating an Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) arson. The judge ruled that Agranoff 
was never going to be coerced into testify- 
ing and ordered his release. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancouver 
Island Regional Correction Center, 4216 
Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 5B2, 
Canada. Awaiting extradition to the US 
to stand trial for alleged involvement in 
the arson of logging trucks and an ELF 
arson of vehicles owned by a sand and 
gravel company. Arrow has been moved 
to the above address. 

•Annalisa Capone, one of the Lecce 5, 
has been released pending trial. 

•Rod Coronado, Matthew Crozier and 
John Richardson had the three federal 
misdemeanor charges against them dis- 
missed by their trial judge on Septem- 
ber 24. Coronado and Crozier are still 
facing federal conspiracy and state mis- 
demeanor charges for allegedly interfer- 
ing with a mountain lion hunt. 

•Nicole Fink, #94369-198, GEO, 220 
West C St, San Diego, CA 92101, USA. 
Serving up to 1.5 years for refusing to 
testify before a grand jury investigat- 
ing an ELF arson. Potential supporters 
should be warned that Fink is the cur- 
rent girlfriend and vocal supporter of 
snitch Justin Samuel. 

•William Frediani, Via Maiano, 06049 
Spoleto (PG), Italy. A member of the Ital- 
ian eco-anarchist group II Silvestre await- 
ing trial for allegedly promoting sabotage 
and participating in direct action. Frediani 
has been moved to the above address. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent ME1 
3LU, England. An appeals judge has re- 
duced Gisborne's sentence for conspira- 
cy to cause criminal damage to vehicles 
owned by people linked to Huntingdon 


Life Sciences (HLS) from 6.5 to 5.5 years. 

•Johan Jaatinen was released in Octo- 
ber, after serving six months for openly 
damaging 18 machines at a chicken 
processing plant. 

•Charles Jordan, accused of planning 
to destroy equipment at a quarry, has 
been transferred to a halfway house to 
await trial. 

•Danae Kelly was released on October 
6 after serving 74 days for refusing to tes- 
tify before a grand jury investigating an 
ELF arson. Her immunity from prosecu- 
tion has been dropped, thus restoring her 
Fifth Amendment right to not testify. 

•Aaron Linas, #38448-083, FMC 
Butner, POB 1600, Butner, NC 27509, 
USA. Serving 3.5 years for a series of 
ELF actions against McDonald's, Burg- 
er King, urban sprawl, the construc- 
tion industry and an SUV dealership. 
In 2004, for personal reasons, Linas 
asked to have his name removed from 
our prisoner list, but he has now asked 
to be listed again. 

•Stephen Marshall, #691374, 11540 
NW Inverness Dr, Portland, OR 97220, 
USA. Awaiting trial for allegedly plan- 
ning to destroy equipment at a quarry. 
While imprisoned, Marshall has found it 
difficult to obtain an adequate vegan diet, 
and this has resulted in conflict between 
him and the prison guards. He recently 
ended a hunger strike in protest of the 



lack of suitable vegan meals. He has since 
been moved to the above address. 

•Brendan Philbin McGrath, Vincent 
McGrath, Philip McGrath, Willie Cor- 
duff and Micheal 6 Seighin were re- 
leased on September 30 after serving 
three months for blockading Shell Oil 
from building a natural-gas pipeline 
across their land. For more information, 
visit www.shelltosea.com. 

•Christopher "Dirt” McIntosh, #30512- 
013, FDC Seatac, POB 13900, Seattle, WA 
98198, USA. Awaiting sentencing for a 
joint Animal Liberation Front (ALF)/ELF 
arson against a McDonald’s. McIntosh 
went on hunger strike on September 2, 
demanding a nutritious vegan diet. He 
ended his hunger strike a week and a 
half later after guards threatened to start 
force-feeding him. On September 26, 
faced with a 30-year "terrorist" sentence 
enhancement and the testimony of sev- 
eral snitches, McIntosh pleaded guilty to 
arson. He is expected to receive an eight 
to 10 year sentence. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportchris.org. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP Lew- 
isburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837, 
USA. Peltier, an American Indian Move- 
ment activist, is serving life in prison 
after being framed for the deaths of two 
FBI agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. He has been transferred to 
the above address. For more information, 
visit www.leonardpeltier.org. 

•Salvatore Signore, Casa Circond- 
ariale di Sulmona, Via Lamaccio 21, 
67039 Sulmona (AQ), Italy. Signore, 
one of the Lecce 5, has been moved to 
the above address. 

•Peter Young, #223341, Dane County 
Jail, 115 W Doty St, Madison, WI 53703, 
USA. On September 2, Young pleaded 
guilty to two counts under the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act relating to the 
release of more than 10,000 mink from 
fur farms. He is expected to receive a 
two-year prison senterice. For more in- 
formation, visit www.supportpeter.com. 

r ht 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Felipe Arreaga Sanchez, Carcel Preven- 
tiva de Zihuatenejo, Calle Paseo de la De- 
portiva s/n, Col. Deportiva, Zihuatenejo, 
Go. CP 40880, Mexico. Awaiting trial on 
false charges of homicide, as retaliation 
for his environmental organizing. Ar- 
reaga only reads Spanish, but letters in 
English or German may be sent to him 
via econoticias@sosbahia.org. 
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•Amanda Cerezo Garcia, CP Alican- 
te II, Ctra. N-330, km 66, 03400, Ville- 
na, Spain. Awaiting trial for allegedly 
burning a road-construction vehicle. 
She is also accused of sending a letter 
bomb to a neo-Nazi politician. 

•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo- 
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a 
road blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Francesco Gioia, Modulo VII, Ctra. 
Comarcal 611, km 37.6, 28770 Soto del 
Real, Madrid, Spain. 11 Silvestre member 
awaiting extradition to Italy to stand 
trial for allegedly participating in direct 
action, promoting sabotage and escap- 
ing house arrest. 

•Ryan Lewis, #4101338 8W312, Sacra- 
mento County Main Jail, 651 I St, Sac- 
ramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting trial 
for alleged involvement in ELF arsons 
against urban sprawl. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop) EM7899, HMP 
Rye Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23 
8AN, England. Serving 10 years for at- 
tacking the managing director of HLS, 
liberating 600 guinea pigs and plant- 
ing incendiary, devices under slaugh- 
terhouse vehicles. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, Feder- 
al Prison Camp, POB 6000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving 30 months for an 
ALF arson at an animal testing facility. 

•Keith Mann, KJ9365, HMP Guys 
Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 0AH, 
England. Serving 1.5 years for liberating 
695 mice from a lab and threatening the 
lab's director in court. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to target 
nuclear facility powerlines and for the 
alleged murder of a Swiss border guard. 
Camenisch reads French, German, Span- 
ish and Italian fluently. He can also read 
some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C / 
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irunez Pam- 
plona, Navarra, Spain. Serving nearly five 
years for sabotaging machinery at the 
controversial Itoiz dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "FreeJ'n Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight months 
for arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving 
three years for a series of ELF actions 


against McDonald's, Burger King, urban 
sprawl, the construction industry and 
an SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving near- 
ly nine years for violating her parole by 
dumping red paint over the security ap- 
paratus of a federal court and making 
warnings ("threats") of weapons of mass 
destruction. In March 2004, Woodson 
completed 20 years for disarming a missile 
silo with a jackhammer, mailing warning 
letters to officials with bullets inside, rob- 
bing a bank and burning the money. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck®, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 26030, 
Beaumont, Texas, North America. Serv- 
ing 80 years for aggravated assault on 
federal agents, escape and bank robbery. 
Chubbuck tunneled money that he stole 
from banks to the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army in Chiapas, Mexico. 

Lecce 5 

The Lecce 5 are awaiting trial, accused of 
damaging gas pumps in opposition to the 
war on Iraq, targeting Benetton in support 
of the Mapuche and damaging an ATM at 
a bank with links to an immigrant-deten- 
tion facility. 

•Marina Ferrari, via XXI aprile, 29 
CAP 73042, Casarano (LE), Italy. Un- 
der house arrest. 

•Cristian Paladini, Via De Mura 
C2/73100, Lecce, Italy. Under house arrest. 

•Saverio Pellegrino, Casa circondar- 
iale, Via Lecce, 85025 Melfi, Italy. 

Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. 

•Aniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo 
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep- 
cion — Direccion, Camino a Penco N° 
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader 
serving five years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Car- 
los Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime 
Marileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo 
Saravia, Jose Nain Curamil and Patri- 
cia Troncoso Robles, Centro Detention 
Penitenciaria Pedro Aguirre — Cerda 
N° 80 y Los Con- fines s/n°, Angol, IX 
Region, Chile. Huenchullan is awaiting 
trial, accused of theft and intimidation. 


Huenulao is awaiting trial, accused of 
"terrorist arson." Troconso and the Mar- 
ileos are serving 10 years for "terrorist 
arson." Nain, a Mapuche leader, is serv- 
ing five years for arson. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9, " members of an eco-revolu- 
tionary group, were framed for the murder of 
a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 years each. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426- 0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Harjit Singh Gill, #148118-097, 111 
Taylor St, San Francisco, CA 94102, USA. 
Serving six months in a halfway house 
for lying to a grand jury that was inves- 
tigating two ALF arsons of McDonald's. 

•Robert "Rob los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville Hwy, 
Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a seven- 
year mandatory minimum sentence for 
throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim 
the Streets action in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, MO 
63382-0300, USA. Before she was giv- 
en a life sentence in the early 1990s 
for shooting a stalker in self defense, 
Thompson was active in animal rights 
and environmental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Actions taken during a May 2003 celebra- 
tion of the end of US military maneuvers on 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, led to the conviction 
of several activists for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, Fed- 
eral Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC 
29824-0725, USA. Serving five years. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, Federal 
Correctional Complex, US Penitentiary, 
POB 1033, Coleman, FL 33521-1033, USA. 
Serving two years and nine months. 
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International Demonstrations 
on Climate Change 

December 3 

During the first week of December, representatives from 
more than 150 nations will be meeting at a climate con- 
ference in Montreal, Quebec. The vast majority of those 
present will be signers of the Kyoto Protocol on global 
warming, and they will be discussing the latest develop- 
ments with this deepening world crisis and what should 
be done about it. 

Representatives of the US government, however, will 
be working behind the scenes to block any positive ac- 
tion. This is the role they have played for several years. 
Climate change activists from around the world are out- 
raged by the US's obstructionist approach to one of to- 
day's most critical and urgent issues. It is time to stand 
up and take action! 

An international day of mass demonstrations is being 
planned for December 3, in order to support: US ratifi- 
cation and implementation of the Kyoto Protocol; clean, 
safe and sustainable non-nuclear energy alternatives; an 
end to government subsidies for oil and coal corporations; 
increased fuel-efficiency standards; forest defense; and 
community-run tree-planting campaigns. 

Leading up to the day of action, local groups can orga- 
nize house parties, forums, teach-ins, conferences or town 
meetings. And, of course, groups can schedule events in 
their communities for the international day of action! 

For more information, contact the Climate Crisis Co- 
alition, POB 648, Lenox, MA 01240; (413) 637-2486; 
www.climatecrisiscoalition.org. 


Coll for Entries: Art Not Oil 

Art Not Oil is an annual event aimed at encourag- 
ing artists to create work exploring the damage that oil 
companies are doing to the planet. It is designed, in 
part, to paint a more accurate portrait of an oil compa- 
ny than the caring image manufactured by the BP Por- 
trait Award, which diverts public attention away from 
BP's actual activities. 

Art Not Oil includes paintings, photography, sculp- 
ture and other creations that address issues like climate 
chaos, corporate sponsorship and greenwashing, and 
the suicidal madness that proclaims: "profit is king" and 
"money can solve any problem." Artwork dealing with 
the cancerous impacts of the oil industry on the planet is 
welcomed and, of course, so is work that dares to imag- 
ine what solutions to these serious but not insolvable 
problems might look like. 

For more information, contact Art Not Oil, 62 
Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK; info@artnotoil.org.uk; 
www.artnotoil.org.uk. 
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Call for Submissions: 

Lady, Queer and Differently Abled 
Trainhoppers' Stories 

Looking back at the historical hobo stereotype, it seems 
that most freightriders were down-and-out straight men 
and, unless they'd had a mishap with the train that they 
were riding, had fully able bodies. Of course, there are 
those shining examples of brave women or disabled men 
whose stories we might hear from time to time, but they 
were the exceptions that proved the rule. 

The current generation of trainhoppers seems to abound 
with new types of trainriders — larger numbers of women, 
many queers and possibly some riders who are differently 
abled. These folks' are invited to submit their train stories, 
as well as pictures of themselves in all their hobo glory 
for a possible zine about lady, queer and differently abled 
trainhoppers. If you haven't written of your adventures, 
what's stopping you? Photos and drawings of train graffiti 
and monikers are also encouraged. 

For more information, contact Lynne, 2372 Pinewood 
Ln, West Palm Beach, FL 33415; lynnejpurvis@gmail.com. 


Announcement to Organize an 
@lternative Social Forum 

January 24-29 • Caracas, Venezuela 

The sixth annual World Social Forum and the second So- 
cial Forum of the Americas will both take place in Caracas, 
Venezuela, from January 24-29. As in the past, there is a 
need to create a space outside of the established order of 
these events to express views and share tactics that are more 
uncompromising and far-reaching than the traditional 
rhetoric and action of mainstream activism. With this goal 
in mind, social activists, artists, professionals, students, en- 
vironmentalists and intellectuals are proposing the creation 
of such an alternative space. Based on experiences with re- 
cent social forums and festivals of solidarity, such events do 
not effectively allow for an open and pluralistic gathering 
of opinions and perspectives on important issues and vital 
strategies for transforming our world. 

Along this same line of thought, the creation of the 
@ltemative Social Forum has been proposed to be cele- 
brated in Venezuela at the same time as the mainstream 
forums. The goal is to create decentralized spaces and 
events in various parts of Venezuela in order to focus on 
themes collectively defined. An @lternative Social Forum 
that respects diversity, identity and autonomy can poten- 
tially produce an open and permanent network for dia- 
logue between diverse social actors. 

For more information, or to participate in the 
creation of the @lternative Social Forum, contact 
fsa@contrapoder.org.ve. 





Earth First! Organizers' Conference 
and Winter Rendezvous 

February 15-20 • South Florida 

Jeaga EF! invites you to the 2006 Organizers' Confer- 
ence, which will be held at the Everglades Youth Camp 
inside the JW Corbett Wildlife Management Area. The 
location includes full facilities and a swimming hole! 

Meetings will take place from February 15-17, and 
the usual subject matter will be on the table: reports 
from the Journal; evaluating strategies, tools and tac- 
tics; examining our visions and aspirations; where 
we've been and where we're going; review of state re- 
pression; anti-oppression workshops; and bioregional 
roundups. Some extra attention will be given to the 
question of solidarity beyond borders. Then, February 
18-20, a weekend of debauchery will begin — ushered in 
by the annual "Night to Howl!" Be sure to bring poems, 
songs, stories, workshops, music and hiking gear. 

South Florida is an accessible location for interna- 
tional travel, and it is a social hotspot of current global 
commerce and politics. For several years, the anti-glo- 
balization movement has influenced (and has been 
influenced by) EF!, but rarely has it been possible to 


dialogue with eco-radicals in other parts of the world. 
For these reasons, an invitation to participate in the Or- 
ganizers' Conference and Winter Rendezvous is being 
extended to folks from other countries' radical environ- 
mental movements and indigenous struggles. 

Locally, the battle against the Scripps biotechnology 
center in Florida is heating up to be one of the larg- 
est and broadest environmental justice campaigns in 
this region's history. Massive land scandals, biotech- 
nology, hazardous waste, animal torture and exurban 
development are all within a mile of our lovely camp 
in the swamp. 

Conference organizers are requesting donations of 
$25-50 to cover the costs of the gathering and to provide 
potential travel compensation. If your bioregion knows 
that it will need assistance getting to Florida, please get 
in touch as soon as possible. Also, people are encouraged 
to bust out old copies of the Journal and review articles 
on past conferences before coming down. If you don’t 
have access to an EFler's archives in your area, confer- 
ence organizers are willing to send out copies so that we 
can all be a bit closer to the same page. 

For more information, contact the 2006 EF! Organiz- 
ers' Conference Committee, POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 
33460; (561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net. 



Are you looking for a 
new way to contribute to the 
EF! movement? 

Do you like hearing about the latest direct-action 
news as it happens? 

Do you like big, starry skies, mild Winters and Sum- 
mer monsoon rains? 

If so, you may be the person we need! 

The Earth First! Journal is looking for someone 
to join our long-term editorial collective in Tucson, 
Arizona. Ideally, we are seeking a computer-literate 
person with direct-action and publishing experience, 
familiarity with the Journal and the radical environ- 
mental movement, and excellent editing skills. All of 
the work on the collective is shared, so a successful 
editor must be responsible, diligent and play well with 
others. Enthusiasm and a willingness to learn are a 
must! Preference will be given to women and people 
of color. 

We are looking for someone who can commit to at 
least a year and a half. To apply, send a letter of interest, 
resume, writing sample, activist history and the names 
of some EF! activists who can vouch for you to: 

Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; 
collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 
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The NAFTA fraud in Mexico, the failure of the WTO, 

and the case for global revolt. 


New DVD release! 

contains english and Spanish versions 
64 minutes, includes choice of 3 shorter edits 

order from: 

www.activistmediaproiect.net 
^ — www.akpress.org 


nj 

J 



Concerned dingles 

links socially conscious singles who 
care deeply about the earth, the 
environment, and a healthy society. 
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> LIBERATION 
" PRESS OFFICE 


21044 Sherman Way #21 1 
Canoga Park, CA 91302 
Ph: (818) 932-9997 Fax: (818) 932-9998 
www.AnimalLibPress.org 
animallibpress@yahoo.com 


In dozens of news articles detailing 
numerous underground actions in North 
America, comment has been unavailable 
to counter the interests of the animal 
abusers, who have spoken largely 

‘"’oppos'd 

No longer. 

NAALPO members are not 
“spokespersons” for the animal liberation 
movement, but rather a growing group of 
tested, well-spoken professionals and 
activists who provide the media with 
information regarding actions by the 
underground, along with explanations of 
their ideology and philosophy. 
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the most: a swift kick in the brand. 
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then move on to Blackspot other 
dysfunctional industries - Big Music, 
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EARTH FIRST! 


ARIZONA 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP SF! 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; shunka_2004@yahoo.com 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

collective@sierranevadaearthflrst.org 

Slingshot/The Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 


(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 
COLORADO 

Breakdown Book Collective 
1409 Ogden St, Denver, CO 80218 
(303) 832-7952; 
info@breakdowncollective.org 

D1Y Traveler's Inn 

(303) 554-0923; pathogenusa@ecomail.org 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Turnpike, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 
Jeaga EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
I NDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 323-7328; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 


roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1119 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Foglight Distribution 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
CANADA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
(420) 274-810-849; (420) 274-777-019 (fax); 
info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 


London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GER M A NY 

EF! Germany 

c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 12045 

Berlin, Germany 

green .rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

NETHERLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; 31-20-468-2275 (fax); 
aseedeur@antenna.nl 


Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
31-84-8666018 (fax); 
netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 

EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43 

Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecuittenical Bldg 136-56 

Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 

7 38 (044) 265-7628 

WA LES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr Bangor, 
Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 
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DIRECTORY 


contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/St Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalohruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 
Project Harmony 
216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
Activism Center at Wetlands Preserve 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
(201) 928-2831; 

activism@wetlands-preserve.org 

NEW JERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bisonl2@wildmail.com 

OHIO 

Comer Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; 

info@easternforestdefense.org 

The Wire: A Community Resource Center 

21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 


(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

UO Survival Center 

EMU, Ste 1, UO Campus Center, Eugene, 

OR 97403 
(541) 346-4356 
PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 505-9207; elfensteinll26@yahoo.com 
Nashville EF! 

mjsnashville@hushmail.com 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 


(435) 866-2137 
VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
VIRGINIA 
Shenandoah EF! 

POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

risinguphburg@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 

Environmental Resource Center 

Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784 

The Last Wizards 

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, 

WA 98502 

james@lastwizards.com 
Olympia EF! 

POB 2640, Olympia, WA 98507 

olyef@cascadiarising.org 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 
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THE TRUE COST OF OIL 


Kefneoifrerifg Ken Saro-Wiwa i o Tears Later 


"Whether I live or die is immaterial. It is enough to 
know that there are people who commit time, money and 
energy to fight this one evil among so many others pre- 
dominating worldwide. If they do not succeed today, they 
will succeed tomorrow. We must keep on striving to make 
the world a better place for all of mankind — each one con- 
tributing his bit, in his or her own way. I may be dead, but 
my ideas will not die." 

— Ken Saro-Wiwa 

Shell International Petroleum Company's operations in 
Nigeria are one of its most complex and profitable ven- 
tures. More than two million barrels of oil are pumped 
daily from the Niger Delta, providing billions of dollars in 
profit. Yet despite the tremendous oil revenues that have 
been extracted from their lands, the people of the Delta, 
the Ogoni, have endured decades of pollution, corruption, 
poverty and conflict. 

Ken Saro-Wiwa began at a young age writing letters of 
protest about the role of oil companies in his community. 
He consistently attacked both the oil companies and the Ni- 
gerian government, accusing them of waging an ecological 
war and precipitating the genocide of the Ogoni people. 

According to his son, Ken Wiwa, "It never occurred to 
me, until my father began to draw my attention to them, 
that the gas flares in Ogoni might be contributing to the 
acid rain that destroyed the aluminum roofing of the hous- 
es in the area. I had no idea that the incidence of oil spills 
in Ogoni was one of the highest recorded in the world.... 
Some of our people were aware of our predicament, and 
some had even spent their lives fighting the oil companies. 
There had been periodic riots, protests and letter-writing 
campaigns since the 1960s, but most of these fizzled out 
after the leaders were intimidated into silence or bought 
off. Our people endured their situation silently, suffering 
the indignity and humiliation of wallowing in poverty in 
an oil-rich land." 

In 1993, Saro-Wiwa vowed that Shell would have to kill 
every Ogoni man, woman and child before it could take any 
more oil from their land. He had become extremely effec- 
tive at mobilizing people to protest and stand up for their 
rights. As international attention to what was happening in 
the region increased, Saro-Wiwa's life became increasingly 
at risk, until he eventually was arrested in May 1994. 

"The events between January 1993 and May 1994 are the 
story of an unfurling tragedy.... Ogoni villages were flat- 
tened; Ogoni men were killed and detained; Ogoni women 
and children raped by soldiers who were supposed to be 
keeping the peace so that Shell could resume its operations 
in the community.... It is also a saga of remarkable grace 
under pressure, of devastating betrayals, of cowardice and 
courage in the face of calculated aggression," writes Ken 
Wiwa in his book, In the Shadow of a Saint. 



On November 10, 1995, Nigeria's military government 
executed Saro-Wiwa and eight Ogoni leaders. Today, the 
oil corporations in the region would like nothing more 
than to have the names of the Ogoni 9 erased from the 
collective memory. 

The decision to execute the Ogoni 9 shocked the world 
and triggered a global re-evaluation into the impacts of cor- 
porate activity. The killings focused world attention on the 
Nigerian dictatorship at the time, but despite the restoration 
of democracy in 1999, the government has yet to address 
the ecological disaster in the Ogoni region. Ten years after 
the killings, the communities in the oil-producing areas re- 
main poor and neglected, lacking such basic amenities as 
clean water, passable roads, schools, hospitals and clinics. 

Today, Ken Wiwa believes the situation in Ogoni is worse 
than it was when his father was executed. He feels that 
"Shell was part of the problem and must be part of the 
solution.... With some kind of dignity and a commitment 
to social justice, the situation could still be salvaged. 

'T know who killed my father.... The way I see it, the 
dead cannot be brought back, and all that is left for us — 
the living — is to honor the dead by building a better fu- 
ture from the despair of the past, because those who forget 
the mistakes of the past are condemned to repeat them." 

For more information, visit www.kensarowiwatcom; 
www.priceofoil.org; www.remembersarowiwa.com. 


the Ogoni 9: Baribor Bera, Saturday l)obee, Nordu Eawo, Daniel (ibokoo, Barincm Kiobel, John Kpuincn, Paul lev lira. I-Vlix Nuatv, ken Saro-Wiwa 
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Trinkets 

and 
snake oil 


CfiRtootis hy AH(fe Sifter 

Within these 100 pages, your reaction will swing 
back and forth between laughter, astonishment 
and outright anger. A personal and provocative 
look at our relationship with the automobile. 
CARtoons doesn’t just take a bite out of car 
culture, it chews it up and spits it out. 

$10 


please inquire for a full merchandise catalog 
Earth First! Journal 
PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


T-Shirts 

Multi-colored E 
Fist on black 
organic cotton 
S, M, L, XL 
$15 



ECODEFENSE: 



A Field Guide to 
M onkeywrcnching 

Third Edition 

E . 

Edited by Dave Foreman 
and BUI Haywood 

Forward! by Edward Abbey 


Icodefense 
ed^ed J# Dave foreman 

Never was such a book so needed, by so many, 
for such good reason, as here and now. 
Tomorrow might be too late. Ecodefense is the 
monkeywrencher’s bible, and it is full of tidbits 
on miscellaneous deviltry. Revised, third edition. 
$18 
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